Trip Itinerary
September 29: Depart from USA. Arrival next day.
September 30: Arrival. Depending upon your arrival time, we may visit the Basilica
of St. Paul outside the Wall where the body of St. Paul is buried. It is the 2nd largest
basilica in Rome and the 5th in the world. Check in the hotel and rest for a few hours
if time permits. In the afternoon, we will be visiting St. Mary Major, the main Basilica
dedicated to Mary in Rome. We will see the remains of Jesus' manger, the tomb of
Bernini, the remains of St. Matthew the Evangelist, the tomb of St. Jerome, and the
oldest icon in the world of the Virgin Mary painted by St. Luke: the famous Salus
Populi Romani. We may immerse ourselves in the local culture by attending an Italian
mass at St. Mary Major as well. Casual dress. Dinner and overnight in Rome.
October 1: Start the day around 9:30 am, by visiting the Vatican Museums and the
Sistine Chapel, the Pope's Private chapel. Tour of St. Peter's in the Vatican, the largest
Basilica in the world. Tour of St. John Lateran. Long pants, capris, or skirts below the
knee, shoulders covered. Time to rest before dinner in the hotel. Dinner and overnight
in Rome.
October 2: We will have an early start as our private bus leaves around 7:00 am to
the Vatican to experience the 10:00 am Audience with the Pope. We will see the Pope
very closely; sometimes we even shake his hand. There will be time for lunch in the
area of the Vatican. Tour of the Colosseum before we visit the Spanish Steps. This is
the place where the Romans hung out. From there we will walk to Trevi Fountain, and
have time for shopping. Followed by a walk to the Pantheon, the oldest functional
building in the world, and then to the great artistic place of Piazza Navona around
4:30 pm. Dinner at Piazza Navona. Red and white wine included. Casual Dress
throughout the day. Overnight in Rome.
October 3: Fly to Medjugorje. Upon arrival, you'll be greeted by a tour guide and/or
driver who will then take you on the 2 1/2-hour drive by private coach to the village
of Medjugorje. Guide will be with your group throughout your stay. Once there, you'll
meet your fellow pilgrims and prepare yourself for a great pilgrimage. Overnight in
Medjugorje.
October 4: Experience the beauty and peace of this simple village. During your stay
in Medjugorje you will have the opportunity to share faith with pilgrims from all over
the world. Your local guide will accompany you throughout your stay. Overnight in
Medjugorje. Here are some of the activities you'll be sharing with our fellow pilgrims.
Each morning at 10am we assemble at St. James Church for the English-language
Mass (Feast days and Sundays English Mass is at Noon). Follow the path up

Apparition Hill where the visionaries first encountered Our Lady. Touch and pray
before the cross that commemorates the spot where Mary first appeared to the
visionaries. Each evening at 5pm or 6pm daylight savings time, we will join the
villagers and pilgrims to pray the rosary. The apparition takes place at 5:40pm or
6:40pm daylight savings time, and then you may stay for the Croatian Mass. On
Tuesdays and Saturdays there is an Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and on
Fridays Veneration of the Cross in the Church. Each evening during the Croatian
Mass, there is the Blessing of the Sick in which time you may have personal items
Blessed. Our guide will arrange meetings with the visionaries at their own homes
provided that they are in Medjugorje during your trip and pending their availability.
We will have the opportunity to climb Krizevac Mountain, where in 1933 the villagers
built a 30' high cross on the anniversary of Jesus' crucifixion. Visit and pray at "Blue
Cross", which is a place of great healings and graces- a very special place at the base
of Apparition Hill. We will also visit the community of Cenacolo. Overnight in
Medjugorje.
October 5: Fly to Tel Aviv at Ben Gurion Airport. Meet your fellow pilgrims and
tour guides, and transfer to the hotel by deluxe motor coach. We will have a brief
orientation meeting and acclimate to our new surroundings. Dinner with wine, and
overnight in Galilee.
October 6: We begin this day with a boat ride across the Sea of Galilee to visit the
ruins of Capernaum. Next, we visit the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and
Fishes and the Chapel of the Primacy at Tabgha. Proceed to visit the Mount of
Beatitudes, which commemorates the Sermon on the Mount (Mathew 5:1-12). After
lunch visit Cana in Galilee where Jesus turned water into wine during a wedding feast,
and we end our tour for the day at the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth. Dinner
with wine and overnight in Galilee.
October 7: After breakfast we shall start our pilgrimage in Jerusalem with a drive to
Mount of Olives, from which Jesus ascended to heaven after his resurrection. So, our
first visit is the church of the Ascension. Next, the church of Pater Noster
commemorating Jesus teaching his disciples the Lord's Prayer. Walk down the 'Palm
Sunday road,' and visit the chapel of Dominus Flevit, here Jesus wept over the city of
Jerusalem. Then proceed to the garden of Gethsemane, and see the church of Mary
Magdalene, and visit the Church of all Nations. Drive to Mount Zion and visit the
upper room where Jesus had his last supper. Next visit the Dormition Abbey where
the Virgin Mary was assumed into heaven body and soul. Before lunch we visit the
church of St. Peter in Galicantu, which is built over the site of the house of the high
priest Caiaphas and the dungeon where our Lord was imprisoned before his trial. It is
also here that Peter denied knowing Jesus thrice. After lunch we will visit Bethlehem
starting with the Basilica of the Nativity and the Grotto, venerated as the birthplace of

Jesus (Luke 2:1-7). We will also visit the church of St Catherine, the Crusaders'
Cloister, the Chapel of St Jerome and the Grotto of the Holy Innocents. Finally, we
will visit the shepherd's fields before returning to our hotel, for dinner with wine and
overnight in Jerusalem.
October 8: After breakfast we will drive to St. Steven's Gate where we shall enter the
old city and start our morning tour at the Crusader's church of St. Anne and the pool
of the Bethesda. Continue to the tower of Antonia where Jesus was tried and the
church of the flagellation from where we follow the Stations of the Cross ending
inside the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher. After lunch we shall visit the last standing
remnant of the ancient Temple at the Western (Wailing) Wall. Next, drive to Ein
Karem, home of St. Elizabeth, and mother of John the Baptist to visit the Church of
the Visitation and the Church of St. John the Baptist.
October 9: Our private bus brings us to the airport in Tel Aviv to fly back to USA.
Please note: We do our best to ensure that all sites listed in this itinerary will be seen.
However, due to scheduling conflicts, or other circumstances beyond our control, sites
may be visited on a different day than listed. If this happens it will also necessitate a
change in the restaurant for dinner. However, we will never sacrifice the quality of the
meal, all restaurants will meet Proximo Travel's very high standards. Since we have
several different trip configurations touring at the same time, it is likely that groups on
different tours will be combined when their itineraries overlap in certain areas. In
addition, because of Jewish holidays and/or when the group is small, we may be able
to add a few sites that are not on the itinerary. In order to do that, in some cases we
might add one night in a certain hotel and take away a night from the other one.
As you prepare yourself for this pilgrimage, enrich your knowledge of the Catholic
Faith. Our favorite website is by: Fr. Anthony Nachef, STD (Doctorate in Sacred
Theology): www.learncatholicfaith.com
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