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Easter - A Light Shines in the Darkness

This week I was watching a video on the Formed website about the upcoming Easter Vigil
and there was a theme in it that struck me. The Gospel this year comes from the book of John
and it highlights beautifully why Easter is the most important day of the year reminding us
that it was not just his death, but resurrection that proves his divine nature and wraps us up
into the life of the Father. John writes that Easter, the resurrection, is the first day of the year
and every subsequent Sunday is an echo of this first Sunday of the year. John writes that Je-
sus’ resurrection was on “the first day of the week.” By writing this, John is implying that the
day of Jesus’ resurrection is the first day of the week of the beginning of a new creation. This
is further highlighted by John beginning his Gospel the same way Genesis does, “In the be-
ginning...” Easter is the beginning of a new creation; therefore, Jesus is not just our begin-
ning but the beginning of new life for everything.

John writes, “A light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not overcome it” (John
1:5). Jesus is this light and we see it in our Gospel today! Mary Magdalene comes to Jesus’
tomb in the darkness. When she gets to the empty tomb, dawn breaks; new light breaks up
the darkness of the tomb revealing to Mary the glorified, risen Jesus. But, first, Mary mis-
takes him as the gardener. How ironic and fitting! Jesus created the Garden of Eden, one of
his last acts on earth was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. Even Jesus’ tomb was in a
garden! Jesus is a gardener, ushering in a new creation, a new Eden. God is the creator and
Jesus is the cultivator and pruner of our hearts. He is the one that helps us to grow so like in
Genesis, when the Father beholds us in eternity he can say like everything else, “He saw that
it was good.”

One final connection between our Gospel today and Genesis and creation. Again, John writes
that Jesus’ resurrection was the first day of the week ushering in the beginning of a new crea-
tion. What was created on the first day? Light! The first time we encounter Jesus after the
resurrection is at dawn, right at the breaking of light. The light of Christ has come in fullness
to illumine the darkness. We see this at Mass too! On the Vigil we begin outside the church
in darkness; the church lays empty and dark like the tomb of Jesus. Light enters the church
by the flame of the Easter Candle. The light of Christ has pierced the darkness. A vivid re-
minder of the truth John speaks, ““a light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not
overcome it.” Today, we rejoice in the light of Christ! Happy Easter and God bless you all in
his new year of life!

Peter Guthrie; Pastoral Associate
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We prayed, fasted and gave alms—and now we celebrate Easter joy! Our Lenten journey
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with CRS Rice Bowl challenges us as we encounter our Risen Lord to bring the hope of Resurrection to
a world in need. Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice Bowl next weekend at all Masses. Basket will be

in the foyer of the church. You can also turn into Parish Office. Call Melissa for availability. 235-6229
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If you are new to the
Parish, please register
your family!
Registration forms are
located at the entrance
of the Church.

Welcome to
St. Rose of Lima!

Get Connected With
Your Parish

Text cheney to

84576 or visit
new.flocknote.com/
strosecheney

Receive notifications via
email or text message.
Contact Melissa in the

»J_Z&:L
Flocknote

office for help connecting.
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St . Rose Mass Schedule

8:00am Monday, Wednesday
Thursday & Friday

Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Reconciliation

Saturday 3:00-3:30pm
or by Appt.

Calendar of Events

Sunday, April 21
10:00am Mass

Monday, April 22

EASTER MONDAY-OFFICE CLOSED
6:00am Men’s Ministry

8:00am Mass

NO HS Youth Group

Tuesday, April 23
6:30pm Adult Bible Study

Wednesday, April 24
8:00am Mass

Thursday, April 25
8:00am Mass
6:30pm EDGE MSYG

Friday, April 26
8:00AM Mass

Saturday, April 27
3:00pm Confessions
4:00pm Mass

Second Sunday of Easter,
Sunday of Divine Mercy April 28
Acts of the Apostles 5:12-16
Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
Revelation 1:9-11q, 12-13, 17-19
John 20:19-31

Christ has risen!
Alleluia, Alleluia!

May the glory of the Lord’s miracle give
you strength and renew your faith

Wishing you a blessed Easter!
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Next weekend, you will be hearing about an upcoming Stewardship plan at St. Rose of
Lima Church. This effort is very important as we move forward with the mission and
vision of St. Rose of Lima Church. We, as a parish family, have changed so many lives in
our community! In order to continue our mission and ministries, we encourage all parish-
ioners to spend time in prayer and discussion with your family reflecting on the work we
do. We look forward to seeing all of our parishioners at Mass, especially during our
special Commitment Weekend
onMay 4 & May
If you have any questions

regarding the Stewardship Plan,
please feel free to contact the

parish office. 2 36229
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Youth Group
Ne xt

with any questions.
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Please contact Melissa in the Parish Office
235-6229

Chronicles: The High School Youth Group

N gMonday, April 29 6:30pm-8:00pm

Next gathering:

00 “Be brave and steadfast;

do not be afraid or lose heart.”
1 Chronicles 22:13

Adult Bible Study will next meet on: Tuesday, April 23 at 6:30pm;
Study Program: EUCHARIST: DISCOVERING THE MASS IN THE BIBLE
For questions or more information, please contact Kevin at: kevingaffney@mac.com

Adult Bible Study

REGISTER FOR ONLINE GIVING!

Tired of forgetting your envelope? Do you still want to contribute when
you are away? Set up recurring donations from your bank or credit card;
The steps are easy:

To set up your account go to: www.saintroseoflimacheney.org
click on the donate button and set up your account.

Call Melissa in the Parish Office with any questions. 235-6229
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ammsr Men’s Prayer Group
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The men’s prayer
ministry will next meet on :
Monday April 22 at 6:00am
with breakfast and prayer. All
men of the Parish are welcome!
For questions regarding men's
ministry; please contact
Kyle Loughery at:

loughery7@gmail.com
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A big THANK YOUto the wonderful
volunteers that sacrificed some of their
Saturday to help with the Spring Cleaning of
the Church and grounds!

What a fantastic group of workers!

Mark, Kathi, Kurt, Michelle, Eric, Neuil,
Thomas, Melissa, Linda, Cindy, Beth,
Don, Casey and Heide.

If | missed someone, my apologies!
Great Job everyone!

Lavona Newby

Faster Lily In Memory of:

Darren Newby %
The Lord Max & Auguste Kleindeinst Joan Hattemer B e
Bobbee Hepworth Mike MCK(Zeﬁan David ubbard h ¢ ;\wi
Leo Hepworth Rose & George Dimico Ronald Hubbard P, &
Lynn Hepworth Sam & Don g)imico Fuoloxie Chokki 2\
Dorothy & Joseph Price Sabine S

Gary Damiano
Kathryn Vaughan
Joyce Eckerich

Terry Price
Bill Price
Frank DeGon

Maguerite Aka
Antoin Namoa
Susan & Lucas Namoa
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) For prayer intentions or to be

7%, added to the prayer chain.
Please contact Melissa in the
Parish Office. 235-6229

Liturgy Schedule for Masses April 27 & 28

Mass Lector Eucharistic Ministers Altar Servers
4:00pm J. Crabb D. Brown; Paten, P. Tindall & B. Hepworth; Cup

8:00am K. Bilafer

10:00am P.Loroz J. McMillan; Paten, J. Roberts & J. Dershem; Cup Andrew & Eric

**If you are unable to serve, please find a replacement, Thank You!**

Weekly Collection
April 13 & 14

Plate: $ 834.00%*
Envelopes: $ 2377.00%*
Poor Fund: $ 0.00
Building Fund: $ 30.00
Total: $ 3211.00%

Total Budget Need for
April: $ 19,500.00*
Total collected for

April: $ 9,621.00%*

FIRST WEEK OF AUGUST
CHILDREN AGES K

ATTEND

TURE THROUGH THE SACRAMENTS VBS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE

SAVE THE DATE

-5 ARE INVITED TO

ST. ROSEG6S WILDERN




