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You may have noticed the beautiful 
rugs in the sanctuary.  The Diocese 
of Lake Charles purchased them for 
the Cathedral.  The rugs are hand 
woven in India and are referred to as 

“Agra” rugs, designating where in India they are made.  The 
weavers of these rugs are artisans from distinct families who 
for generations have specialized in hand crafted rugs.  Agra, 
which is the city or area where the Taj Mahal is located, is 
known for the excellence of its rugs.  The rug at the Altar of 
Repose and the rug before the Altar of Sacrifice are each 
different, made by two different artisans.  The smaller rugs 
located before the side altars are the same design and 
crafted by the same artisan.  Interestingly, the rug connect-
ing the Altar of Sacrifice with the Altar of Repose is titled 
“Grace.”  The rugs complement the beauty and dignity of the 
Church, the House of God, and the celebration of the 
Eucharist, the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.     

On June 25, 2019, right before the Priest and Diaconate 
Ordinations of June 29th, which was the first public Mass 
offered in our newly restored Cathedral, His Excellency, The 
Most Reverend Glen John Provost, celebrated a private 
Mass for the Workers who help in many different capacities 
in the restoration of the Cathedral.  Bishop Provost thanked 
the workers for their valuable contribution.  At the same 
Mass, the Bishop did a simple blessing of the church and 

the new altar.  The formal and solemn rite of re-
dedication of the Cathedral and consecration of the new 
altar is scheduled for August 31st this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY MASS and ADORATION FOR HEALING 
Come and experience the healing power of Christ in 
the Eucharist!  Tuesday, August 27, here in the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception...5:30 P.M.—-
Rosary and Confession;  6:00 P.M.—-The Holy Sacri-
fice of the Mass; 7:00 P.M.  Eucharistic Exposition 
with Prayers for Healing concluding with Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 
“By His wounds we are healed”  (Isaiah 53:5) 

Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Thursday, 
August 15th, a Holy Day of  
Obligation.  Mass Schedule: 
                7:00 A.M. 
              12:05 P.M.  
             5:30 P.M. (Extraordinary 
           Form)           



 

 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                    

 SESQUICENTENNIAL   1869—2019 
As part of our sesquicentennial celebration we will be 
highlighting interesting facts in each bulletin about 
our history, titled: 

DID YOU KNOW???? 
 

Part 32 
 

A SAD DAY 
 
Saturday, August 10, 1935, was a sad day for Immaculate 
Conception Parish.  Pastor for 33 years,  beloved Monsi-
gnor Cramers was dead at age 60, a victim of cancer of 
the throat.  The loss of this man who must have come 
close to being all things to all men, was overwhelming to 
the parishioners.  His body laid in State in the Church 
prior to the funeral, with honor guards of Knights of Co-
lumbus and Catholic Daughters in constant attendance at 
the bier preceding the burial. 
 
On August  13, the Solemn Requiem Pontifical Mass was 
offered, with Bishop Jeanmard ad Celebrant, assisted by 
a number of area priests.  Archbishop Drossaerts deliv-
ered the sermon, which dealt with the fruitful work of this 
holy man, his generosity of spirit and love of people. 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
 

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
publication of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (CCC), we will present 
questions taken from the Compendium, 
a faithful and sure synthesis of the Cate-
chism in clear and concise format. 
 

How does man respond to God who reveals himself? 
Sustained by divine grace, we respond to God with the 
obedience of faith, which means the full surrender of our-
selves to God and the acceptance of his truth insofar as it 
is guaranteed by the One who is Truth itself. 
 
(Source: Compendiuim of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church #25  (cf. CCC 142-143). 
                ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
 

Margot Roane Richard, daughter of      
Rachel and Matt Richard and 

Charles Francis Higgins, son of  Margaret 
and Michael Higgins 

 were welcomed into the Family of Christ 
through the Waters of Baptism on Saturday, August 03, 
2019. 

 

                            

  It is our pleasure to welcome 
                 Monica LeBlanc 
    to our Cathedral Parish Faith Community. 
   

 
 
 

August 12….ACTS Core Team—6:30 P.M.—Library 
August 13….Women’s ACTS—6:00 PM, Ave Maria Hall 
August 13… Come Lord Jesus (men), 6:00 AM, Library 
     Come Lord Jesus (women), 9:30 AM, Library 
     EF Choir practice—6:00 PM 
August 14….Cathedral Choir practice—6:00 PM 
August 14….Faith Formation,  6:00 P.M., Ave Maria   
  Hall 
August 15…. RCIA, 4:00 P.M.—-Library. 
August 15…. Holy Hour of Reparation, 11:00—12:00 PM 
August 16…. GNATS meets at 9:30 AM, Library 
           Encounter, 9:00 AM,  Library 
                           ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

Our Cathedral Faith Community congratu-
lates the following two  couples who were 
united in Christian Marriage on June 26, 
2019 and June 27, 2019, respectively: 

Therese Savage and Aaron Baca  
Brenda Bellard and Everet Pickell               

  

 

AUGUST 2019 SECOND COLLECTIONS: 

August 11th (this weekend)—-Eastern Europe 

August 15—-Assumption 

August 18—-Outreach 

                          ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

Offertory Collection last weekend, August 
3rd and 4th…………………...$12,968.00 

Online or mailed…………… .$ 1,595.00 
Building Fund………………..$  2,721.00 
Online………………………….$     500.00 
First Friday……………………$     352.00 

       Online………………………...  $     300.00 
 
 

         THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH                   

 Online Giving for Your Benefit 
 
If you appreciate the ease of online banking and bill 
pay, you will be happy to know that our Donation 
Page on our Parish website, immaculateconception-
cathedral.com, makes it easy to tithe with automatic 
online donations.  When you first access the Dona-
tion page, you will be sent an email requesting that 
you establish an account.  After doing so, you may 
access your account to make changes by going to 
immaculateconceptioncathedral.com/payments to 
sign on.  Remember that all of the second collections 
are listed in our bulletin so you may want to make a 
onetime donation to a particular collection by notating 
the name of the collection on the donation page. 



 

 

                        READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
      August 12—18, 2019 
 
 
Monday: Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
       Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday:    Dt 31:1-8; Dt 32:3-4ab, 7-9, 12;  
       Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-2; Ps 66:1-3a, 5, 8, 16-17; 
              Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday:    Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2;  
        Ps 132:6-7,  9-10, 13-14;  
       1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28  
       Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
       Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27;  
       Lk 1:39-56 
Friday:      Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 
      24; Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday:  Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;  
      Mt 19:13-15 
Sunday:    Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2-4, 18;  
     Heb 12:1-4;  
     Lk 12:49-53 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Society invites everyone to at-
tend its annual Red Mass on Friday, September 13th, 
at 8:30 A.M. here at the Immaculate Conception Ca-
thedral.  Bishop Provost will be presiding. 
 
The Red Mass has as its purpose invoking God’s bless-
ings of those responsible for the administration of justice 
as well as on all public officials.  It is celebrated in honor 
of the Holy Spirit as the source of wisdom, understanding. 
Counsel and fortitude.  All gifts that shine forth preemi-
nently in the dispensing of justice in the courtroom as well 
as in the individual lawyer’s office. 
 
The Red Mass will be celebrated on the second Friday 
following Labor Day every year. 
 
ALL are welcome! 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
A Pre-Baptism class must be attended before the celebration 
of Baptism. These classes are held the 4th Tuesday of Janu-
ary, March, May, July, September and November. Arrange-
ments for celebration of Baptism may be made by calling the 
parish office after having attended the Baptism Class.  
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  
Arrangements should be made at   least six (6) months be-
fore the wedding date by calling the parish office. An appoint-
ment must be made for a pre-marriage interview. 
 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS. 
 
An ongoing process of formation and education is pro-
vided for anyone who is interested in inquiring into the 
Roman Catholic faith. The RCIA process is available 
throughout the year to those who are seeking initiation 
into the church as well as for those non Catholics seeking 
more information about the Roman Catholic church. Infor-
mation concerning participation in the RCIA process may 
be obtained through the parish office.  
    

Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season 
 

O God, Master of this passing world, Hear the humble 
voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your 
order and returned to its former quietude.  You are still 
the Master of the land and sea.  We live in the shadow of 
a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a 
provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming 
lethargy and overstep its conventional boundaries, in-
vade our land and spread chaos and disaster.  
During this hurricane season, we turn to You, O loving 
Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories 
are still so vivid and whose wounds seem 
to refuse to heal with the passing of time. O Virgin, Star 
of the Sea, Our Beloved Mother, we ask you to plead 
with your Son in our behalf, so that spared from the ca-
lamities common to this area and animated with a true 
spirit of gratitude, we walk in the footsteps of your Divine 
Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem where stormless 
eternity awaits us.  Amen 

+The Most Reverend Maurice Schexnayder 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
Gala 

Celebrating 150 Years of  
Tradition     Faith      Community 

  
Saturday, November 16, 
2019 
Historic Calcasieu Marine 
National Bank  
Doors open at 6:00 PM 
Tickets $100 per person            
Cocktail Attire 
Tickets may be purchased  
at the Cathedral office 

1869 ~2019 

The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception offers 
Vespers and Benediction each Sunday from 4 to 5 
PM in the Cathedral, as well as a Holy Hour of Repa-
ration each Thursday from 11 PM until midnight, also 
in the Cathedral. 

 



 

 

  
SATURDAY, August 10…(4:00)—Concetta Hidalgo Billedeaux; Vickie Denison (living); 
 Hayley Drounette (living); Rodney Dale Harst; Leger Family;  
 James Aswell “Pat” Hanchey. 
 
SUNDAY, August 11…(7:30)—”Pro Populo” (For the People) 
 (9:30)—Bertha M. Raines; L.D. Gervais Family; Stephen Horan; Robichaux & Robert 
 Families; Julie  Moon; Eleanor Johnson; Albert “Rabbit” Manuel, Edna, Sidney and 
 J.H. Broussard; Pierre  Forus; Carlos Navarro (living); Deacon Andy Derouen  

    (living); 
 (11:15)—Lee and Mabel Trahan. 
 (5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—Phyllis and Bob Navarro. 
 
MONDAY, August 12… (12:05)—Danny Miller. 
                (5:30 PM, Extraordinary Form)—Stuart Caraway (living). 
 
TUESDAY,  August 13…(12:05)— Anthony Leger (living). 
                                    
WEDNESDAY, August 14…(12:05)—James Shannon. 
  
THURSDAY,  August 15…(7:00)—-Richard Carr (living) 
                              (12:05)—Della Vick. 
       (5:30 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Leon Joseph Campbell 
                                        
FRIDAY,  August 16…(12:05)—Henry “Hank” Leger. 
 
SATURDAY, August 17…(4:00)—Joseph A. and Louise Bertrand and Gerald Simmons; Joyce and Fernand 
 Sonnier; Joy Gaspard; E.J. Gaspard; Kenny Loane; Tarry Franck; Ragan Gaspard & Family (living); 
 Keri Burke & Family (living); Beverly Beard; Concetta Hidalgo Billedeaux 
SUNDAY, August 18…(7:30)—”Pro  Populo” (For the People) 
 (9:30)—Mary Sue Thompson; Bennie Louis Buller; Mary Frances Hoffpauir; Annette Bossé; Dora 
 “Dori” Scalisi Rogers; Mercy Claire Oltermari (living); Leslie O’Byrne (living); Gwen Craft & Family 
 (living) 
 (11:15)—Joe Landry 

       Pray for Our Friends Who Are Ill 
 

Rosa Adams; Sam Ange, Jr.; Owen Arceneaux; Renee Arceneaux; Jenna, Aden, Grace, David Babcock; Henry 
Barnatt; Gloria Bennett; Charles Benoit; June Benoit; Donald Blanchard; Leneta Boudreaux; Robert Boudreaux; 
Chandra Broussard; Dean Broussard; Kylan Broussard; Stephen Broussard; Jerry Cain;  Emily Carleton; Teresa 
Chapoy;  Denise Collette;   Betty Daigle; Wade Davis; Vickie Denison; Claudia Dyle;   Charles Elter; Dee Elter;  Bill 
Ferguson; Carolyn Gauthreaux;  Ty Griffen; Diane Hagerty; Gabriel Hardy; Michelle Hart; Mary Hebert; Stephanie 
Hinton;  Brenda Hoback; Emery Hooper; Anne Hoyer; Jessica Hulin; Georgia Ieyoub; Lee Isreal; Mary Jeffers; Gary 
Johnson;  Darrel Jones; Hattie Kadlubar;  Janet LaBiche; Cheryl Lecompte; Helen Lecompte;  Sarah LeCompte; 
James Leger;   Michael Lee;  Della Lemaire;  Marie Lupo; Melanie Lupo; Elizabeth Louviere; Jules Maust; Barbara 
McCombs; Ray Miles; Betty Mueller;    Kenneth Newman; Ruth Ottenweller;  Larry Parker;  Rory Partin; Ben Perry; 
Clifford Raleigh; Oliver “Rick” Richard;  William P. Richard; Mari Rieth; Taylor Rock; Reggie Rogers II; Marian 
Rome; Nathan Russell; Rene Russell; Michael  & Marie Scimemi; Cammie Shaddock; Ryan Skrnich;  Jaxson 
Spikes; Chris Stemmann; Rob Stephens; Darrell Sullivan; Theresa Theriot; Warren Thomas; Betty Trahan;  Charles 
Viccellio; Aly and Riley Wilkins; Gay Young;  Martha Young. 

 
If you would like to add or remove a name, please call the church office at 436-7251.   

Please let us know if a person has recovered or is deceased. 

POPE FRANCIS’ SPECIAL INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST:   

Families, Schools of Human Growth 

That families, through their life of prayer and love, become ever more clearly "schools of true human growth." 



 

 

 
SILENCE! 
How do we pray? Where do we start?  First 
we must begin by creating an environment 
to pray in. This means trying to get rid of as 
many of the external distractions as possi-
ble to make room for God in the heart.   
Elijah gives the perfect example of how God 
reveals himself to us in prayer, “And he 
said, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount 
before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord 

passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, 
and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord 
was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earth-
quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the 
fire a still small voice” 1 Kings 19:11-12.   God certainly can 
speak to us in the midst of our own chaos, but here in the 
reading God is not found in the chaotic/noisy forces of na-
ture but instead found in “a still small voice.” 
Robert Cardinal Sarah, in The Power of Silence, says 
“solitude is the best state in which to hear God’s silence,...” 
and that “... God abides in the innermost part of every per-
son” (The Power of Silence, 22-3).  Thus in order to have a 
conversation with God we must first get ourselves into a 
state of interior “solitude” and discern “what is it that God is 
trying to tell me today?”  Finding God in the “innermost part” 
of ourselves can happen in many places such as at home in 
a quiet room, on your commute to work, and especially in 
the Church.  We need to carve out space from our phones, 
our conversations, and business dealings.  

Silence is not meant to be an emptying of distrac-
tions and noise for the sake of emptying, but, “...it is the 
manifestation of a presence…”  it is the giving of space in 
ourselves so that God can enter.  This is why silence in the 
Church building is so important, before the Mass starts it is 
commendable practice to arrive early and just sit/kneel in the 
pew and allow the chaos and distractions of the week to fiz-
zle out before we receive the Word of God in the readings 
and in the Eucharist. Even during the Mass itself there 
should be intentional moments of silence that allow us to 
collect our thoughts, or reflect on what we have just heard.   

Silence after Mass is also important.  But why? 
Aren’t we supposed to go out and be a welcoming apostolic 
community filled with the Body and Blood of Christ and 
bursting at the seams to get out and share the joy we have 
received?  Yes! Absolutely,  however we will not have the 
opportunity to be in such a sacred space throughout the 
week and reflect on the great gift we have received.  Hence, 
it is another good practice to spend your time inside the 
Church for conversations with God, and wait till you are out-
side to have conversations with your family and friends.  

Although the best practice is to have a reverence 
and awe while in the presence of God’s house, not everyone 
may understand why silence is important. This is why it is 
important to help people first learn how to pray by our exam-
ple. Secondly, we must learn how to be as patient and un-
derstanding as possible.  Practice makes perfect, so be ye 
perfect and start praying! 

 
Deacon Sam Bond 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Immaculate Conception Cathedral School welcomes the fol-
lowing new faculty members for the 2019-2020 academic 
year.    
 
Starlet Guidry, Elementary Resource Teacher 
Alex Kjellsten, Boys Physical Education Teacher/Athletic 
Director 
Lyndsey LeBlanc, Middle School Math Teacher 
Jordan Rupert, 4th& 5th Grade English/Language Arts 
Teacher 
Brittani Stine, Kindergarten Teacher 
Milissa Thibodeaux, Middle School Religion Teacher 
Maggie Trahan, Middle School Literature Teacher 
 
For more information about Immaculate Conception Cathe-
dral School, or for a full listing of all ICCS faculty and staff 
members, please log on to www.iccschool.org.   
 
 

 

 

St. Louis Catholic High School is hosting a Back to School 
Dance for 6th, 7th and 8th graders of ICCS, Our Lady 
Queen of Heaven School, St. Margaret Catholic School, Our 
Lady's School, St Theodore Holy Family Catholic School, 
Our Lady Immaculate Catholic School & Bishop Noland 
Episcopal Day School! Join us in the Commons on Fri-
day, August 16, at 6:30 p.m. after the Saints' football 
scrimmage!  

Home School and Public School  
Parishioners: 

  
We are proud of all our students who are parish-
ioners of the Cathedral and we want to include 
them in our bulletin! If you have any news to share, 
please send it to us by Tuesday afternoons as we 
have to submit the bulletin to the publisher on 
Wednesday mornings. Email it to: 
iccathedral@structurex.net. 
 



 

 

 
TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT’S     

 HAPPENING AROUND  
 THE DIOCESE OF LAKE CHARLES! 

www.lcdiocese.org 
 

 
               
 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
“Faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.” 
 
What do you hope for in the future?  If you think God is 
calling you to be a priest or religious, contact Father Jef-
frey Starkovich, Vocation Director, Diocese of Lake 
Charles 337-725-3719 
Email vocations@lcdiocese.org 
 
Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations: 
 
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son 
supreme and eternal Priest for the glory of Your majesty 
and the salvation of mankind; grant that those whom He 
has chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries 
may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry that they 
have received.  
                                                                   Amen 

 
 
Save the Date!!!  Hot  topic theological discussions led 
by Deacon Sam Bond on the following Wednesdays: 
                   DATES:  August 14, 21 and 28 
       TIME:   6:30 P.M. 
                   PLACE:   Ave Maria Hall 
 

Coming up at the Saint Charles Center 
 

Saint Charles Center stands as a place apart, offering 
an atmosphere of serenity and peace, where one can 
deepen one’s relationship with God and achieve spiri-
tual renewal and growth, rediscovering life’s meaning 
in quiet reflection. 

 A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for Healing After 
Abortion will be led by Fr. Rommel Tolentino, Margie 
Long and the Diocesan Team from Friday, August 16 
to Sunday, August 18. The cost is $220.00 which in-
cludes meals, private room with private bath and all 
retreat materials. Financial assistance is available for 
those in need. For more information or registration 
contact: Rachel’s Vineyard of Southwest Louisiana at 
( 3 3 7 )  4 3 9 - 7 4 0 0  e x t .  3 1 7  o r 
rachels.vineyard@lcdiocese.org. 

 
 “I Will Sing of Your Love”, with Deacon Soileau in 

concert, August 20, 6 to 9 PM.  Join us in thanksgiv-
ing for the love of God as Deacon Soileau performs 
traditional Catholic hymns along with Praise and Wor-
ship music in the beautiful Chapel of the Assumption. 
Detach from the noise and stress of the world and 
come and rest for the evening as we worship our Lord 
in song. 

     Register by August 16 by contacting the Center, 855-   
 1232, or visit stcharlescenter.com. 
 
 Father Miller will present “The Art of Discernment: 

Knowing God’s Will for My Life” from 6:00 to 8:30 
P.M. on Tuesday, August 27th.   

       
       Registration with payment of the suggested donation  
 of $20.00 per person should be completed by 
 Friday, August 23rd. 

 

The 2019-2020 cycle of Bishop Glen John Provost’s presentations at the Ladies Luncheon and Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast begin on Wednesday, September 4, and Friday, September 6, respectively, with the Scripture top-
ics of First and Second Thessalonians, First and Second Timothy, and Titus. 

Remaining dates for the luncheons, which are held at noon in the Ave Maria Hall of the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception Office, are the Wednesdays of October 2, November 6, February 5, March 4, April 1, 
and May 6, with a hiatus in the months of December and January. The luncheon cost is $15 per person and 
reservations should be made before each luncheon by sending a check, payable to the Diocese of Lake 
Charles, to Victoria Walter, 411 Iris St., Lake Charles, LA 70601.  

A stamped, self-addressed envelope should be sent in order to return the luncheon ticket in time for the 
event. The deadline for reservations is the Friday prior to the luncheon and attendees are asked to arrive by 
11:30 a.m. 

Following the opening presentation, breakfasts are scheduled for the Fridays of October 4, November 8, Feb-
ruary 7, March 6, April 3, and May 1, with no presentations in the months of December and January.  Bishop 
Provost will celebrate Mass in the Cathedral beginning at 6:30 a.m., with the breakfast presentation following 
at 7 a.m. in Ave Maria Hall. 


