Church of the Holy Angels

December 23, 2018, Fourth Sunday of Advent

855 Scott Street, Kulpmont, PA 17834-1811
Phone: (570)373-1221 Fax: (570)373-1226

email: oneangel@ptd.net

WEBSITE: www.HolyAngelsKulpmont.org
MASSES OF OBLIGATION: SATURDAY 5:30PM SUNDAY

8:30AM & 10:30AM
CONFESSIONS: SATURDAY 4:00PM-5:00PM
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 9:00AM—4:00PM
OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAYS
Rev. Andrew Stahmer, Pastor
Deacon Thomas Conlin
Sister Teresa Catherine, Pastoral Assistant
Mary Kay Bartol, Secretary, Organist, Choir Director
Joette Foris, Director of Religious Education, Guitarist
Robert Balonis, Maintenance
Elaine Lutz, Office Volunteer
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Charles Kaminsky, Chairman, Mary Ann Daya,
Kathy Nolan, Frank MirarcHi, Peter Avellino

. Mass Intentions
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Saturday, December 22

8:00am Teresa Mirarchi
5:30pm Deceased of the Gratti Family
Sunday, December 23

8:30am People of the Parish
10:30am Joseph P. Foris

Monday, December 24

8:00am Teresa Politza

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve

4:00pm Tony Martino & Linda Schwartz
6:00pm Stanley Lazarski
9:30pm People of the Parish
Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day

9:30am Richard Jakuc
Wednesday, December 26

8:00am Eleanor Buggy
Thursday, December 27

8:00am Steve & Gertrude Foris
Friday, December 28

8:00am Kevin Starr
Saturday, December 29

8:00am Diane Rau
5:30pm Victor Martello
Sunday, December 30

8:30am People of the Parish
10:30am 35" Wedding Anniversary of

John & Rita Buggy

pf Yoar 6‘«#&, please pray for the repose of the

soul of Robert Daniels, a member of Holy Angels
Parish Family. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in
peace.

Parish Mission Statement

We, the family of Holy Angels Parish, a diverse
community of ethnic and cultural backgrounds, are united
through the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Word of God to all
peoples by following the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Working together in wisdom and love we commit
ourselves in the following ways: protecting the unborn;
Jostering faith development in our youth; planting new
seeds of evangelization throughout our parish family
through prayer, spiritual works, education and outreach
activities; ministering to the needs of our aging
parishioners; promoting holiness through celebration of
the sacraments, worship in liturgy, communal prayer, and
our faith traditions.

Through these actions rooted in charity and mercy,
we pledge to pass on our customs and beliefs to future
generations, thus preserving our faith traditions for the
greater glory of God and as a sign of Christ’s love.

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
James Nolan, Chairman, Joseph Meyer, Vice-
Chairman, Jeanne Avellino, Pat Bingaman, Sherry
Bozza, Maria Foris, Teresa McCabe, Juliann
Wanzie, Kathy Pupo, Jeff Kruleski, Alex Clayberger,

SacrificialOffering
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Weekend of December 16, 2018

Number of registered households 913
281 Sunday Offering Envelopes $4,421.00
Youth Offering $76.00
Loose $102.00
Votive Candles $313.00
Air Conditioning $331.00
Energy $37.00
Shortfall- Debt Reduction & Plus One $52.00
Thanksgiving $10.00
Immaculate Conception $84.00
Amount Budgeted $8,333.00
Amount Contributed $5,426.00
Weekend of December 16 -$2,907.00
Improvement Fund

Previous Balance $16,268.00
Weekend of December 16 +$168.00
Balance $16,436.00
Current Debt Zero
Diocesan Collections

Religious Retirement $101.00
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Listening Session

Bishop Gainer invites all members of Holy Angels

Parish to attend a Listening Session at 6:30PM on
Thursday, February 21, 2019, at Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary Parish, 559 West Center Street, Elysburg. During
this session, Bishop Gainer will address concerns regarding
the Grand Jury Report, the Diocese’s response to abuse, our
path forward, and any other questions or concern from
parishioners. If you are unable to attend this or any other
Listening Session, but would still like to ask Bishop Gainer
a question, please email your question to
AskBishopGainer@hbgdiocese.org.



Welcome to All!

This church is our heavenly Father’s house, a place
of solace and grace, so feel at home here. Enter
reverently, pray quietly, sing joyfully, listen
attentively, give cheerfully and come back gladly.
Remain in the church after Mass for some personal
quiet time with the Lord and come early before Mass
to pray the Rosary with others. If you ever feel
unwelcome-let the pastor know! And if the pastor
makes you feel unwelcome, let him know!

Active Parishioner Status

We receive many requests for parishioners to be
godparents or sponsors for the Sacraments of Baptism
and Confirmation and to rightfully enjoy the number
of services offered at Holy Angels Parish. Part of the
request is to be able to verify that a person is an
“active member”’
An “Active Member” is:
1. Properly registered on the parish rolls.
2. Faithfully attends Mass on Sundays and Holy Days.
3. Participates in parish activities/ministries when
possible.
4. Uses the parish envelope system for donations.
These are the main factors that will be considered in
making the determination that someone is an “active
member.”  Other criteria are also taken into
consideration when requesting a sponsor certificate.

Couples Planning Marriage
For couples who are planning to marry, please
check the availability of our church prior to arranging
venues.
BINGO
Bingo will be held Tuesday, January 8, 2019.
Doors open 4:30PM. Game begins 6:00PM.

Workers & Bakers
Cakes or pies are always needed for Bingo on
Tuesday evenings. Drop off your baked goods at the
Activity Center during the day on any Tuesday. Men
and women are most welcome to assist with working
the floor!

Adoration at St. Pauline Center
Eucharistic Adoration is held at the St. Pauline
Center Fridays from noon until 10:00PM and
Saturdays from 5:00AM to 7:00PM. The Chaplet of

Divine Mercy is prayed in the chapel on Fridays at
3:00PM

Vigil Lights
December 23 thru December 29
Sanctuary Light: In loving memory of
Andrew & Dolores Furca by Children & Families
St. Anthony: In loving memory of
Salvatore Lacroce by Family
St. Anne: In loving memory of
Angelo D 'Alexander, Jr. by wife, Minnie
St. Casimir: In loving memory of
Aaron Ziegler by Brothers & Sister
v St. Theresa: In loving memory of
Pappy & Virginia DeSantis by Angie
St. Kateri: In loving memory of
John & Antoinette Bach by Komara Family
St. Marziale: In loving memory of
Ronald Procopio by wife, Cindy & Children
Sacred Heart: In loving memory of
Theresa Feddock by Trish Olszewski & Family

Parish Council Meeting
Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 7:15PM

Finance Council Meeting
Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 7:15PM

Bernardine Associate Meeting
Sunday, December 30, 2018 at 2:30PM in church.

Adult Choir
Choir will sing at the 9:30PM Christmas Eve Mass.
Please be in choir loft by 8:50PM.

Choir will sing at the 5:30PM Mass on December
31, Vigil Mass of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God.

Altar Server Schedule
All altar servers are invited to serve at the Mass they are
attending for Christmas Eve or Christmas Day!

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve

4:.00PM Jessica Whalen, Donald Whalen

6:00PM Austin Cole, Marshall Mirarchi IV,
Landon Williams

9:30PM Emma Shimko, Noah Shimko

Daniel Vincenzes, Grace Vincenzes

Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day

9:30AM Rosalie Mitchell, Liam Bradley,
Sean Bradley

Saturday, December 29

5:30PM Gregory Troutman, Michael
Wasilewski, Bobby Schoppy, Brooke
Schoppy

Sunday, December 30

8:30AM Jessica Whalen, Donald Whalen

10:30AM Jeremiah Sheganoski, Jacob Zarski,

Kaden Hine

Holy Angels’ Parish Religious Education Program
(PREP)
Classes will be held for Grades 6, 7, 8 on Sunday,
January 6, 13, 27 at 8:30AM
Classes will be held for Grades 1-5 on Monday,
January 7, 14, 28 at 5:30PM

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24
Masses at 4:00PM, 6:00PM, 9:30PM
Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25
Mass at 9:30AM at Holy Angels Church
Mass at 12:00PM at Serenity Gardens
Mass at 2:00PM at Mount Carmel Nursing Center

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
(New Year’s) Mass Schedule
Monday, December 31, 5:30PM
Tuesday, January 1, 9:30AM

J
Following the 9:30PM Mass on Christmas Eve, all are
invited to attend a social gathering in the Church
Hall!

Christmas Wafers (Oplatki)
Christmas Wafers (Oplatki) are available in the back
of the church. Envelopes contain 6 wafers. Donation
$3.00 per pack.

Calendars for 2019
Calendars are available in the back of the church thru
the kindness of Mr. Charles J. Lucas, IV. Please take a
calendar home with you and if you know of any parish
member who is a shut-in, please take one for them also.

Student Offering Envelopes

For those students of our parish attending Mount
Carmel Area High School, we ask that you pick up your
pack of offering envelopes in the back of the church.
Students attending Our Lady of Lourdes Regional
School received their envelopes in school. Students
attending MCA and are in Grades 1 thru 8 received their
envelopes at PREP.




Crime Watch Meeting
Thursday, January 17, 2019
7:00PM in the Activity Center. All interested
residents of Kulpmont are encouraged to attend.

A workshop for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion will be held on Saturday, January 12,
2019 @ 9:00 AM at Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont.
Holy Angels has a Mass at 8AM for those who are
interested.

The workshop is for those applying for a NEW
mandate and for those RENEWING an existing
mandate. Those renewing their mandate are asked to
bring their training manual with them.

Applications are due to the Office for Divine Worship
before the workshop date.

Did you know that you can use stock or other assets
to fulfill your weekly obligations? Some donors will
make a one-time gift of stock that satisfies their
annual weekly commitment at this time of year. If you
would like to know more about using stock or your
IRA to make charitable gifts, please contact the Office
of Stewardship & Development at the Diocese at
(717) 657-4804 ext 245 to learn more. All gifts
designated to your parish will be deposited into parish
accounts.

Respect Life Mass — The annual diocesan Respect
Life Mass will take place on Sunday, January 20,
2019 at 9:30 am at Good Shepherd Church in Camp
Hill. This Mass is celebrated every year to
commemorate the lives lost to abortion since 1973
and to pray for the building up of a culture of life in
our nation from conception to natural death. Reverend
Stephen Kelley, chaplain to our diocese’s Rachel’s
Vineyard post-abortion ministry, will be the celebrant
and homilist. Both he and Tom O’Neill will greet
Respect Life leaders and volunteers from around the
diocese in the narthex after the Mass. All are
welcome!

” Atleast ] made a difference to that one!” A little
girl was walking along a beach covered with
thousands of starfish left dying by the receding
tide. Seeking to help, she started picking up the
“dying starfish and tossing them back into the
ocean. A man who watched her with
amusement, said, “Little girl, there are hundreds
of starfish on the beach. You cannot make a
difference by putting a few of them back into the
sea.” Discouraged, she began to walk away.
Suddenly, she turned around, picked up another
starfish, and tossed it into the sea. Turning to the
man, she smiled and said, “At least I made a
difference to that one!” Today’s Gospel tells us
how Mary, a village girl carrying Jesus in her
womb, made a difference in the lives of her
cousin Elizabeth and of the child, John. in her
womb. John, as he grew up, helped Mary’s Son
to transform the history of mankind by
preparing the way for the Messiah. The starfish
story suggests that each person, no matter how
unimportant, may truly benefit from our work,
and that any service, however small, is valuable.
The story also shows how seemingly hopeless
problems can be solved by taking the first step.

Today’s readings prepare us for the upcoming
feast of Christmas by bringing together the major
themes of the first three Sundays of Advent,
namely, promise, repentance, transformation and
joy. They remind us that the mystery of the
Incarnation comes to ordinary people living
ordinary lives, who have the openness to do God’s
will and the willingness to respond to God’s call.
Today’s readings suggest that we should not
celebrate Christmas as just an occasion for nice
feelings. Instead, commemorating Jesus' birth
should inspire us to carry out God's word as Mary
and Jesus did, in perfect obedience to His will, in
cheerful kindness and unselfish generosity, and
thus to become true disciples.

We need to carry Jesus to others as Mary
did. Christmas is the ideal time for us to be filled
with the spirit of Christ, allowing his rebirth within
us. Once Christ is reborn in us, He enables us
to share his love with all whom we encounter by
offering them humble and committed service,
unconditional forgiveness and compassionate,
caring love, Let us take the time to visit others
this during Christmas season, especially the sick
and shut-ins, to bring some inspiration into their
lives, and hopefully to bring them closer to God.

We need to bless and encourage the younger
generation. Elizabeth demonstrates the responsibility
of the older generation to inspire the younger
generation. Grandparents, parents, teachers, and
leaders have the responsibility of encouraging those
around them. By complimenting and encouraging one’s
spouse, children and friends, let us make them know
how valuable they are to us and to God.

We need to recognize the Real Presence of the
Emmanuel (God is with us) in the Holy Eucharist, in
the Bible, in the Sacraments, and in the praying
community. The hill country of Judea is right here in
our surroundings.

Candy Cane Prayer- That You Will Receive God’s Gift

Like the letter J, I pray that your

Christmas will be filled with Jesus. His

love will wrap you. His peace will

guide you. His joy will fill you and

overflow. His strength will make you

strong and gentle. His grace will make
- you forgiving and loving.

Like the shepherds staff, I pray that the
Good Shepherd would draw you and
those you love to His heart, to
experience the sweetest love of all.

Like the red, I pray that you will experience all the
saving grace that He purchased for you on the cross.
Peace. Joy. His presence. Eternal life.

Like the white, may you remember the cleansing power
is greater than mankind’s atrocities. His blood cleanses
us from all sin.

Like the stripes, by His stripes you are healed. I pray
that you will walk in healing and health,






