THE IMMACUILATE HEART OF MARY PARISH

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307,
Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive,
Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865 Fax (570) 928-7972
Email - ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore

Sunday

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church,
Mildred

9:30 AM St. Basil’'s Church, Dushore

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all

Saturdays -~ 3:15 - 3:45 PM filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out of the town, and
St. Basil's Church, Dushore led him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been
Sundays - 7:00 - 7:15 AM built, to hurl him down headlong. But Jesus passed through

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred R A A By SR )

Or by appointment

February 3, 2019



A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

You enter this Church ... not as stranger, but as a guest of
God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in
your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence,
offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the
strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ,
built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it
and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your
going out and your coming in.

Parish Registration:

You must be a registered member of The Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism, Confirmation,
First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to
receive sponsor letters from the pastor.

New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and
register. (If you are relocating to a new parish, please
notify the office before you move.) Thank you.

Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as
soon as possible if you have had a change of address.

Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every
parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose
hearts we need to reach out and touch with God's love.
“Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about
men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the
collection the name, address and phone number of the
person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.
Anyone secking information or interested in becoming a
part of this community of faith can call the parish office.

Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the
1** and 3™ Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM
Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this
special sacrament, parents are required to attend the Pre-
Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of
each month at 7:.00 PM in St. Basil's Rectory. Please
contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating
marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior
to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls
will be attended to at any time of the day or night.

Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for
visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care
facility.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:

We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, in union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our
Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual
needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life,
justice, and peace to this generation and the generations
that follow us.

PRAYER TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and
splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.

New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of
the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.

Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being
was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevate-d above
all the hosts within the Kingdom of God.

O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I
recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate
Heart of Mary!

Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who
continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now
presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never
turned away those in dire need.

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer,
submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all
glories are His for ever and ever. Amen.




Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet
Jeremiah (1:4-5, 17-19). In calling Jeremiah to be
God’s prophet or mouthpiece, God makes three
assertions: 1) “I formed you™ a reference to how God
1s our potter and we his clay; 2) “7 knew you™—a
reference to the mtimate relationship between God and
Jeremiah; and 3) “I dedicated you™ —a relerence to how
God has consecrated Jeremiah to do God’s work.

God prepares Jeremiah for the resistance he will receive
[rom the people. “Kings and priests will oppose you,
but they will not prevail” for God will strengthen
Jeremiah to withstand all rejection. During his hifetime,
Jeremiah, like Jesus, 1s a total failure, but in time he 1s
rccognized as one ol Isracl’s greatest prophets.

Jeremiah is a wonderful example of “the triumph of

[alure.”

The Responsorial Psalm (71:1-6, 15, 17)This psalm
expresses  the leelings of one who encounters
opposition but trusts deeply in God’s protection. We
can envision both Jeremiah and Jesus praymg this
psalm.

The Second Reading is from the first Letter of Saint
Paul to the Corinthians (12:31—13:13). Paul describes
love as the greatest of virtues.

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Luke (4:21-
30). "Today's Gospel 1s one of tension and
contradiction. We enter the scene at the local
synagogue. It 1s near the beginning of Jesus' carthly
ministry, and he has returned home to Nazareth for a
short while. There, mn the midst of the men who
watched him grow up and who played with him as a boy
mn the dusty streets, Jesus proclaims that he is the
[ulfillment of the Messianic prophecies ol Isaiah. The
response 1s understandably mixed. "All spoke highly of
him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his mouth. They also asked, 'Isn't this the son of
Joseph?"

Jesus reminds them - none too gently - of the Israclites'
rejection of the prophets throughout history. Not only
did the people ignore Eljjah and Elisha, but they
worked miracles among the pagans instead. Then
comes the rage. "They rose up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their
town had been built, to hurl him down headlong."

No one likes to be remided of their own faults. In the
deeply religious Jewish society, nobody wanted to be the
unfaithful one. Jesus exposes the sins of the community,
and 1t drives them not to conversion, but to rage. We

can consider our own time. How olten, when someone
1s contracted, do they quickly resort to anger, name-
calling, and undermining the reputation of the other?
How quickly we want to destroy! This Sunday, we ought
to consider our own lives. Do we listen to the prophetic
voices around us, even when they threaten to upturn
our expectations? If we hear something difhicult,
something that reminds us of our own sin, do we accept
the opportunity to prayerfully ponder? If we allow
ourselves to be open to the prophetic voices in our own
lives, we'll notice that God speaks through the
unexpected, if we have ears to hear it.

Readings

Monday
Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday ~ St.Agatha,Virgin, Martyr

Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-28, 30-32; Mk 5:21-43
see 527: | Cor 1:26-31; Lk 9:23-26
Wednesday ~ St. Paul Miki and
Companions, Martyrs
Heb 12:4-7, I 1-15;Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a;
Mk 6:1-6 see 528: Gal 2:19-20; Mt 28:16-20
Thursday
Heb 12:18-19,21-24; Ps 48:2-4,9-11; Mk 6:7-
13
Friday ~ St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine
Bakhita,Virgin
Heb 13:1-8;Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9¢; Mk 6:14-29
Saturday
Heb 13:15-17,20-21;Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-5,7-8; | Cor I5:1-11;
Lk 5:1-11



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations

Saturday, February 2
3:15 - 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Lahman Stoddard by the

family

Sunday, February 3

7:00 — 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People

9:30 AM Dushore Wayne & Tommy Sick &

parents by Abe & Bettyann Goodyear

Thursday, February 7
9:00 AM Dushore Edward & Frances Burke
Kelly by Edward M. Kelly

Friday, February 8
9:00 AM Mildred Yvonne M. Evangelisti by Steve
& Linda

Saturday, February 9

3:15 - 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation

4:00 PM Dushore Deceased members of the
Kulsicavage family by Ron & Dee
Kulsicavage

Sunday, February 10

7:00 — 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation

7:30 AM Mildred Carl Brown, Jr. by Dan &
Linda Schaad

9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People

Our Weekly Parish Offertory
Collection

The Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish

January 19 & 20, 2019
$1,638.00

January 26 & 27, 2019
$3,472.00
Fuel Fund
$1,418.80

February Second Collections
February 3 ~ Care & Education of Priests
February 10 ~ Fuel Fund
February 17 ~ Heat & Eat Fund
February 24 ~ Fuel Fund
Thank you for your generosity!

Fiscal Year (July 1, 2018 — June
30, 2019)

Total Offertory
$151,408.43

Total Expenses
$272,740.92

Arrears
$130,944.00




Liturgical Ministers for February 9-10

Special Ministers of Communion

4:00 PM  Dushore J. Hatch
7:30 AM  Mildred K. Bohensky
9:30 AM  Dushore J. Krakoski
Lectors
4:00 PM  Dushore D. Lambert, J.A. Shoemaker
7:30 AM  Mildred R. Gumble, S. Moyer
9:30 AM  Dushore J. Fite, P. Ferrulli
Altar Servers
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred H. Clark
9:30 AM Dushore B. Tewell, L. Price

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my
house and take away all my worries;
and please watch over and heal my
family. Heavenly Father, hold our
troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they*protect us. Bless them
and their families for the selfless acts
they perform! for us.in this, our time of
need. These things I -humbly ask in
the name of JesusChrist our Lord
and Savior. Amen.
Please pray“for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu,
HI 96820
LtG Matthew C. McCandless
U.S. Navy
Helicopter Squadron MH 605
Norfolk, VA 23511
Steve and Natalie Dymond Caezza
PCS 817 Box 1806
FPO, AE. 09622

Feast of St. Blaise, February 3

In accord with various traditions, St. Blaise was born
to rich and noble parents, and received a Christian
education. He was a physician before being
consecrated a bishop at a young age. Although such
a statement seems terse, keep in mind that at that
time the local community usually nominated a man to
be a bishop based on his outstanding holiness and
leadership qualities; he in turn was then examined and
consecrated by other bishops with the approval of the
Holy Father. Therefore, St. Blaise must have been a
great witness of our Faith, to say the least.

During the persecution of Licinius, St. Blaise, receiving
some divine command, moved from the town, and
lived as a hermit in a cave. Wild animals visited, and
he healed any that were sick and wounded. One day,
a group of hunters gathering wild beasts for the ame
in the amphitheater discovered St. Blaise and seized
him. As he was being taken to the governor
Agricolaus, the governor of Cappadocia and Lesser
Armenia, St. Blaise encountered a woman whose pig
was being seized by a wolf; St. Blaise commanded the
wolf to release the pig, and it was freed unhurt.

While in prison, he miraculously cured a small boy
who was choking to death on a fishbone lodged in his
throat. Also, the woman whose pig had been saved
brought St. Blaise candles so that his cell would have
light and he could read the sacred Scriptures.

Eventually, Agricolaus condemned St. Blaise for
upholding his Christian faith rather than apostatizing.
He was tortured with the iron comb (an instrument
designed for combing wool but was used here for
shredding the skin) and finally beheaded.

One reason for St. Blaise's popularity arose from the
fact he was a physician who cured, even performing
miraculous cures. Thereby, those who were sick,
especially with throat ailments, invoked his
intercession. Eventually the custom of the blessing of
throats arose, whereby the priest held two crossed
candles over the heads of the faithful or touched their
throats with them while he invoked the prayer of the
saint and imparted God's blessing. In our

present Roman Ritual, the priest prays, "Through the
intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God
deliver you from every disease of the throat and from
every other iliness, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." This practice
continues in many parishes on St. Blaise's feast day.



WEEKEND OBSERVANCES

Candlemas, February 2

Candlemas Day is another name for the feast of the
Presentation of the Lord. Forty days after His birth, Mary
and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple for the rites of
purification and dedication as prescribed by the Torah.
According to the Book of Leviticus (12:1-4), when a
woman bore a male child, she was considered “unclean”
for seven days. On the eighth day, the boy was
circumcised. The mother continued to stay at home for
33 days for her blood to be purified. After the 40 days,
the mother and the father came to the temple for the rite
of purification, which included the offering of a sacrifice
— alamb for a holocaust (burnt offering) and a pigeon or
turtledove for a sin offering, or for a poor couple who
could not afford a lamb, two pigeons or two turtledoves.
Note Joseph and Mary made the offering of the poor (Lk
2:24).

Also, Joseph and Mary were obliged by the Torah to
“redeem” their first born son: “The Lord spoke to Moses
and said, ‘Consecrate to me every first-born that opens
the womb among the Israelites, both of man and beast,
for it belongs to me’” (Ex 13:1). The price for such a
redemption was five shekels, which the parents paid to
the priest. This “redemption” was a kind of payment for
the Passover sacrifice, by which the Jews had been freed
from slavery.

However, St. Luke in the Gospel does not mention this
redemption, but rather the presentation of Our Lord:
“When the day came to purify them according to the law
of Moses, the couple brought Him up to Jerusalem, so
that He could be presented to the Lord, for it is written in
the law of the Lord, ‘Every first-born male shall be
consecrated to the Lord’” (Lk 2:22-23). So the focus is on
Jesus’ consecration to God. The verb “to

present” (paristanai) also means to “offer,” which evokes
Jesus being presented as the priest who will offer Himself
as the perfect sacrifice to free us from the slavery of sin,
seal the new and eternal covenant with His blood, and
open the gates to the true promised land of heaven.
Simeon, a just and pious man, who awaited the Messiah
and looked for the consolation of Israel, was inspired to
come to the temple. He held baby Jesus in his arms and
blessed God, saying, “Now, Master, you can dismiss your
servant in peace; you have fulfilled your word. For my
eyes have witnessed your saving deed, displayed for all
the peoples to see: A revealing light to the Gentiles, the
glory of your people Israel” (Lk 2:29-32). Simeon, thereby,
announced that the Messiah has come not just for the
Jew but the gentile; not just the righteous, but the sinner.

He then blessed the Holy Family, and said in turn to Mary:
“This child is destined to be the downfall and the rise of
many in Israel, a sign that will be opposed— and you your-
self shall be pierced with a sword — so that the thoughts of
many hearts may be laid bare” (Lk 2:34-35).

So the Presentation is a proclamation of Christ — Messiah and
Priest, Lord and Savior. He is the light who came into this world
to dispel sin and darkness. For this reason, traditionally at least
since the seventh century, candles have been blessed at Mass
this day that will be used throughout the year, hence coining the
term “Candlemas.”

As we consider the feast of the Presentation, we remember that
our parents presented us at church for our baptism. We were
dedicated to God, and given the name, “Christian.” We, too, re-
ceived a lit candle from the paschal candle, at which the priest
said, “You have been enlightened by Christ. Walk always as a
child of the light and keep the flame of faith alive in your heart.
When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet Him with all the
saints in the heavenly kingdom” (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults). Therefore, as a light, each of us must bear witness to Our
Lord. We must be the beacon that guides others to Christ. Also,
we must realize that we, too, will be “a sign that will be op-
posed,” especially on issues of the sanctity of human life, mar-
riage and the family.

Two other interesting tidbits highlight this day: First, in many
Eastern European countries, the feast of the Presentation official-
ly closes the celebration of Christmas. For this reason, Blessed
John Paul Il began the custom of keeping the Nativity scene in St.
Peter’s square until Feb. 2.

Second, Candlemas Day also was important in the lives of farm-
ers. An old English song went as follows:

“If Candlemas be fair and bright, / Come, Winter, have another
flight. / If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, / Go, Winter, and
come not again.”

So if the bright sun “overshadows” the brightness of Candlemas
Day, there will be more winter. However, if the light of Candle-
mas Day radiates through the gloom and darkness of the day, the
end of winter is near. In America, Protestants decided we should
replace Catholic Candlemas Day with Groundhog Day.




R Breakfast Buffet
February 10: Bmghts of Sunday, February 10% ~8 - 11:30 a.m.
Lsoan TR at St. Basils Hall, Dushore, PA

March 15: K of C Fish Dinner ~ ADULTS: $10 AGES6-12:$4 UNDER 6: FREE

4—7PM : . Scrambled Eggs ® Pancakes @ Home Fries A g '
March 29: K of C Fish Dinner ~ : :
Bacon o Sausage Links o Chipped Beef
.4_7 PM : . Toast & Fruit Cocktail ® Orange Juice |
April 12: K of C Fish Dinner ~ 4— oot .
7 PM Coffee #Tea o Milk o Wate

May 24: K of C Chicken BBQ Everyone welcome. TﬂIr.e-am‘s m@iﬁﬂ&
Proceeds benefit charitable activities

Patron of the Week ARl EEEEN

AR RAERERRS
Robin Real Estate o BT
Please support our patrons! Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Dushore,
' Wiahising and Mildved, Council 12406

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

Witk a Iu)u_na saculri.-.- ST’S[HI": I"m:nilu-e:j t:riu ANT
WE’RE HIRING WD
Quali™ au rar 2 H0OMECWNENS INSUM 1CE Iscount.
AD SALES EXECUTIVES CALL NOW! 1-888-862-6429 e

- Full Time Positionwith
Benefits

= Sates Experience Preferred
* Paid Training
= Overnight Travel Required
* Expence Reimbursement
COMNTACT US AT
careers@4LPl.com
www.4LPi.com/careers

ProTecTiNG seNioRs wmowwioe [l ALVVERTISE YOUR
2 $29.95/MO BUSINESS HERE

Contact Chad Breidinger to place an ad today!
cbreidinger@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6631

BILLED QUARTERLY

CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772
WWW.24-FTMEDALARM.COM

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 © www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Dushore, PA  03-1303



