Saint Gabriel Catholic Community

At St. Paul Church in Franklin
At St. Mary of the Assumption Church in Tilton

How to reach us

Phone: Parish Office: (603) 934-5013
Rel. Education: 934-4372
Fax Line: 934-3469
Mail: P.O. Box 490, Franklin, NH 03235
Street Address: 16 Chestnut St. Tilton
110 School Street Franklin

E-mail: office@stgabrielnh.org
Web site: stgabrielnh.org

We’re here for you
Pastor: Rev. Raymond E. Gagnon
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Thomas Matzke
Office Mgr: Claire Connifey
Bulletin Editor: Meri-lynn Banton
Rel Ed. Coord.: Mary Ellen Shaw
Music Ministry: Debbi Gibson
Food Pantry: John Bruno
Cemeteries/Maintenance: Gary Plourde & Mike Parmelee

Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday from 9AM - 4PM

Food Pantry
Monday & Friday from 9AM — Noon (Tilton)

Join us in prayer
Weekend Mass
Saturday at 4:00PM (Franklin) & 6:00PM (Tilton)
Sunday at 8:30AM (Tilton ) & 10:30AM (Franklin)
Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday at 8:00AM in Franklin
Reconciliation
Saturday at 3:15PM (Franklin) & 5:15PM (Tilton)
Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday from 1:15 to 3:15PM (Tilton)
Second Sunday of the Month from 3:00—4:00PM (Franklin)
Ministry to the Sick & Homebound
Please call the office to request the Sacrament of Anointing or homebound visits.
Baptism-Marriage
Call the Parish Office to schedule instruction and the ceremony




Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 17 & 18, 2016

Please see the insert in this bulletin about
next summer’s trip to the Amish. We need 16 PARISH FINANCES
more people to sign up by the end of January or we -
will have to cancel this trip. Only $339 for 3 days! Offering Dec. 11
Loose Money 774.50
t SIOS [ AIKG F NRnEnvelpssli Kf SKSY 3,615.00
i’ =\ This is a continuously burning flame that Building Fund & Fuel 219.00
% § comes from the grotto of the Nativity in
Q4 Bethlehem. Itis shared throughout the Masses 235.00
world in hopes that Christ’s peace will like- .
wise spread to every corner of our planet. We re- Candles & Memorials 59.00
ceived this flame from St. André Bessette Parish and | Donations 170.00
it is available this weekend. If you would like to bring
it home and keep it lit through the holidays, you will Flowers 634.00
need to bring a transportable candle to church. You
will need to get additional candles to keep the flame Food Pantry 1,055.00
alive as long as you wish. You are also asked to Christmas 11.00
share this flame with someone else so that message
of peace can continue to spread. Immaculate Conception 864.00
TOTAL FOR PARISH 7,636.50
Reading s for next Weekend Catholic University 5.00
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lovd; Dec: 25 Retired Religious 857 00
First: Isaiah 9:1-6
Second : Titus 2:11-14 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Gospel : Luke 2:10-11 I f you wish to donate
fl ower s, use the enve
do not use the parish en\
HAPPENING THIS WEEK in a plain envel ope mar ke
you would Ilike your dona
Sun Dec.18 9:00AM  CCD Classes K-8 “Jesus’ |l oved ones, pl ease write
Birthday Party” (F)
Sun Dec 18 | 3:00PM | Christmas Confessions (F) Parish Calendars ar e st i | | availl ab
) o es of both churches. - T h
Sun. Dec18 6:30PM  Confirmation—NO CLASS Neun Funer al Ho me of -Fr a
Mon Dec19 6:00PM  Christmas Confessions (T) Neun Funer al Home of Nort
ity.
Tues. Dec. 20 | 1:00 PM | Communion Visits Golden y
Crest & Mt. Ridge
) . The Thrift Close Closet on Central Street in Franklin has
Tues.  Dec.20 1:15PM | Adoration (T) warm clothing and footwear available. They service the
Tues. Dec.20 2:00 PM Mass @ MCNH Twin Rivers Communities and beyond and look forward
to serving you. The Closet is opened from 10AM to 4PM
Tues Dec20 6:00PM Christmas Confession (F) Wednesday thru Friday and on Saturday from 10 AM to
IPM. Stop in to see all that is available.
Tues. Dec.20 7:00 PM | Pastoral Council Christmas
Social (F) . .
: : —» Parish Cookbook! We have not given up on
Thurs Dec 22 6:00PM Christmas Confessions (T) == the idea of the Parish Cookbook and we sure
Thurs Dec 22 7:00PM | Christmas Confessions (F) would like your special recipes. So while you

Fri. Dec. 23 10:00AM Mass @ NH VH

Mon  Dec 26  Parish Office Closed/No Morming Mass

Mon  Dec 26 Food Pantry will be Open

have them out doing those family favorites for
Christmas, why not make a copy and drop them off
to us. You can drop the recipes by the Parish Of-
fice, you can drop a copy in the collection basket, or
you can email them to us. Thanks for participating!



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sat.

Sun.

Mon. December

8:00 AM (F)

Tues.

Wed. December 21
8:00 AM (F)

Thurs. December 22

Fri

Sat.

Sun.

December 17
4:00 PM (F)
6:00 PM (T)

December 18
8:30 AM (T)
10:30 AM (F)

December 20
8:00 AM (F)

December 23
8:00 AM (F)

December 24
4:00 PM (F)
7:00 PM (T)
11:30 PM (F)

December 25
8:30 AM (T)
10:30 AM (F)

Anticipated Masses

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Medford Sattler by Ron & J

19 Late Advent Weekday

Late Advent Weekday
Late Advent Weekday

Late Advent Weekday
No Mass

Late Advent Weekday

Anticipated Masses

Rosemary Gauthier by the
All Parishioners

The Nativity of the Lord
Wilfrid & Rita Gagnon by th
Roger Desrochers by Bob,

Lorraine & Frank Bonk by Jean & Family
Shawn Laughy by his Mom & Family

udy Mills

Shirley Hayes by her Family

Rita Mucci by Connie & Diane Forest

Margaret Desrosiers by Irene Pescinski

George & Sadie Poftak by the Sweeney Family

Alice Nadon by Mary Lee Nadon

M/M Manuel Mahserejian by the Lessard Family

Parish

e Family
Janet, & John

memory of:

St. Paul’s: Stephen Robitaille Christmas Remem
brance by his family
| St. Mary’s: Leo & Celeste Labrie by the family

ST.

Sanctuary Lamp
From this Sunday thru next Saturday, the
sanctuary lamp in church will burn in
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EL3S PRAYE

If you'd like to call in your prayer requests,
this month’s contact is Carol Seely, 520-
5235. You can also write in your request in

the book at either church.

PRAYERS REQUESTED
Rev. Edward D. Richard
Patricia Bradley
Richard Kiernan

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for December:
End to Child-Soldiers: That the scandal of child-
soldiers may be eliminated the world over.

Christmas Confessions: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 @ 3PM IN FRANKLIN; MONDAY,
DECEMBER 19 @ 6PM IN TILTON; TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 @ 6 PM IN FRANKLIN;
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 @ 6PM IN TILTON AND 7PM IN FRANKLIN,

THERE ARE NO CONFESSIONS ON FRIDAY & SATURDAY (DECEMBER 23 & 24)

Liturgical Ministers - Christmas Eve December 24 , 2016
4:00 PM 7:00 PM 11:30 AM
Servers Marilyn Plourde Chet Kulus Jesse & James Potter
Maurice Laroche
Lectors Leo St. Pierre Linda Cass Rose Archambault
Rich Dougherty
Eucharistic | Deacon Tom (H) | Janice Boudreau (H)| Deacon Tom (H)
Ministers |Jack Manning (H) Carole Lemire (H)
Judy Manning (H) Mark Lemire (H)
Betty Meyerhoefer Conpie
Greeters Foreyst B)(/ette Femenella|

Liturgical Ministers - Christmas Day December 25, 2016

8:30 AM 10:30 AM
Servers |Alan Cushing Ayden CilBHingi se, Sean & Coll elen OO0 Ma
Lectors |Bette Paquet Kelly Chandonnait -lyiheBanton
Eucharisti¢Barbara Proulx (H) | Deacon Tom Judy Qletier
Ministers
Greeters Peg Halm




THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Hard to figure it out! Ten years ago, we had 131 par-
ishes in our diocese and almost twice as many priests
as today. Why are we going backwards? What's hap-
pening? We've been taught that the Holy Spirit is guid-
ing the Church. If so, what is He doing? Is He asleep
at the wheel or just testing us? God’s ways are certain-
ly not our ways. But this shouldn’t surprise us. Look at
Mary and Joseph: could God have made it any harder
for them? She is just a young girl from a poor family in
a remote village. She becomes miraculously pregnant
while engaged to an honest man who wants to do the
right thing. It takes a couple of angelic visits to sort that
out. Just when the baby is due, God expects them to
travel 60 miles away for a Roman census, Then, with
no family, friends or even shelter, here comes baby Je-
sus! Visits by the shepherds and magi cause such a
ruckus that Joseph and Mary have to run for their lives
and hide in the desert for 3 years. When you consider
the other challenges Jesus faced (lost in the Temple,
chased out of Nazareth, plotted against by the Jewish
leaders, abandoned by his apostles, rejected by his fel-
low Jews), we can see that God doesn’t make it easy
for anyone, not even His Son! So why should we be
different? Maybe God is going for quality, not quantity;
maybe He is testing our trust and persistence, maybe
He thinks it's time to rebuild. More likely, He has his
reasons that we’ll never figure out. God expects us to
do like Mary and Joseph: carry out His instructions to
the best of our ability and then marvel at the results.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
We started the year with four possible candi-
dates. One of them never came, another ap-
peared for one session and the other two have
had to stop coming. Therefore, we have suspended the pro-
gram for this year. We’ll try again next September. Please
keep these candidates and all inquirers in your prayers.

Only 3 more days till Winter begins!
93 days until Spring!

i WINTER AT ST. GABRIEL’S
¢ Snow Cancelation: we don’t cancel Mass be-

Tﬁ"%‘ cause of snow. As long as there is one person
" in church besides the priest, we can have Mass.
"7 The rectory is just a few feet from the church
(in Franklin). Tilton is just 3 miles away.

Parking: We will clean our lots as soon as possible after
a storm. Please be careful on the walkways and drive-
ways.

Handicap Access: There are a half dozen handicap spac-
es at each Church. Please leave them for those who need
them and please park so that you don’t take up more than
one space. Use the ramp to enter the church: it’s the first
thing we salt & sand!

Entrances: most of our entrances are cement or granite.
Both surfaces are slippery and hard to keep safe. Watch
your step! If you find icy spots, tell someone or spread
sand or salt. There is a bucket inside every doorway.



LA CATHOLIC SERVICES & PROGRAMS
&

\\
A\

Knights of Columbus
St. Mary of the Assumption
Council #11868
Grand Knight: Aaron Boudreau 998-2806
Bishop Leo O’Neil
Council #12147 (Franklin)
Grand Knight: Brian LaValley 603-219-6138
Fr. A.J. Timon Assembly #638 (4™ Degree)
Faithful Navigator: Tim Stangroom 603-934-6782
At www.franklinknights.org

Catholic Schools
Holy Trinity School (Pre-K to 8)
50 Church Street Laconia, NH 03246
Web:www.holytrinity.pvt.k12.nh.us
Phone: 524-3156

St. John Regional School S:h[ﬂ

(Pre-K to 8)

61 S. State Street

Concord, NH 03301

Web: www.stjohnregional.org — Phone: 225-3222

Bishop Brady High School (9 to 12)
25 Columbus Ave Concord, NH 03301
Web: www.bishopbrady.edu — Phone: 224-7418

Catholic Charities
Laconia District Office
528-3035 ( \

17 Gilford Ave., Laconia, 03246 Cauholic Charities
Counseling - Elderly Services - -
Adoption/Maternity Parish Nurse - Children’s Home -
Food Bank
St. Francis Rehabilitation
& Nursing Center
406 Court St., Laconia, NH 03246
Phone: 524-0466

Parish Outreach
Franklin Regional Hospital
Leo St. Pierre
At Merrimack County Nursing
Home
Meri-lynn Banton - Janet Jurta
NH Veterans Home
Rev. Ray Gagnon - Steve Archambault
Mt. Ridge Nursing Home
Nancy Carr - Mildred Sullivan - Chrissy Avila
Golden Crest Senior Resort
Nancy Carr - Mildred Sullivan
At Peabody Home
Angela Mundy—Christine Dzujna

| & Facebook j




