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OUR WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMS IN POLAND AND PRAGUE! 



 

Find Your Catholic Voice -  
Oral Tradition; Style 
Jan Vansina’s study of oral traditions in 
p r i m i t i v e  A f r i c a n  c u l t u r e s ,                 
demonstrates that fictional legends 
and historical accounts are clearly  

distinguished from each other.  Much greater care is taken to 
preserve historical accounts accurately. Research into oral 
transmission shows that custodians of oral tradition are able to 
transmit large blocks of material very accurately over 
time.  Furthermore, Richard Bauckham has compiled a great 
deal of research by psychologists on the marks of recollected 
memory. 
Recollected memory is selective—it fixes on unique and       
consequential events, it retains irrelevant detail, it takes the 
limited vantage point of a participant rather than that of an    
omniscient narrator, and it shows signs of frequent rehearsal.  
Bauckham then shows these same marks in the gospel        
narratives.  
Vivid and important events can stay with you for decades if  
frequently rehearsed and/or retold. Factor in that disciples in the 
ancient world were expected to memorize their masters’           
teachings, and that many of Jesus’ statements are presented in 
a form that was designed for memorization, and you have every 
reason to trust the accounts.   
Now consider the style of writing. In modern novels, details are 
added to create the aura of realism, but that was never the case 
in ancient fiction. Ancient fiction was nothing like modern fiction. 
Modern fiction is realistic. It contains details and dialogue and 
reads like an eyewitness account. This genre of fiction,           
however, only developed within the last three hundred years. In 
ancient times, romances, epics, or legends were high and   
remote. Details were spare and only included if they promoted 
character development or drove the plot.  
Next time: C. S. Lewis’ take on the writing style of the New       
Testament.  
Access the FYCV blog: http://fycvkend.blogspot.com  
Have a question or comment, type this link into your browser: 
fycv.shorturl.com 
Article by Ken Donajkowski, FYCV facilitator 
FYCV presentations will be held on Saturday mornings, 11:30 to 
12:45 starting September 10 in Caramella Hall. 
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CONTEMPORARY WOMEN 
WITNESSES OF MERCY 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Pope 
Francis has called for an             
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 

Mercy which began on December 8, 2015 and will continue until No-
vember 29, 2016.  In addition to specific events which the Pope has 
asked each diocese to sponsor, Bishop Calvo has also suggested that 
each parish have events,  programs, etc. that incorporate the Year of 
Mercy, especially within Religious Education and Formation. Towards 
this end, St. Rose of Lima will host an eight-week course titled 
“Contemporary Women Witnesses of Mercy.” Some of their stories 
are familiar to us, others are not.  Covering a broad spectrum of female 
experience, their stories offer us an appreciation of what these women 
have contributed to the revelation of God’s love for God’s people in 
our time. 
COURSE SCHEDULE AND LOCATION:  Classes will be held on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 PM in Caramella Hall at St. Rose 
of Lima Catholic Church.  Class dates are: September 14, 21, 28;  
October 5, 12,19, 26; November 2.  Come to one class or come to all 
of them!  Registration is not required. 
TEXTBOOKS:  There are no required textbooks for this course.          
Handouts will be provided for each session. 
INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY:  Dr. Barbara Guerin is a member of St. 
Rose of Lima parish in Reno, NV.  She holds a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from the Graduate Theological Foundation and a Masters   
Degree in Religious Studies from Mount St. Mary’s University.  

ANNOUNCING THE 2016/2017 — RITE OF                                       
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 
Are you seeking to transform your mind and heart 
in the love of our Lord?   
St. Rose is pleased to share our RCIA Program for 

those Adults seeking to join the Catholic Church. 
This year the program will be held on Sundays, from Noon to 
1:30 PM, starting on September 11 in Caramella Hall at St. 
Rose parish.  Our materials focus on developing a lifelong   
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Participants will learn about the Celebration of the Eucharist, 
our Catholic Mass, the Catechism, Catholic  methods of prayer, 
the loving journey through Holy Scripture and the tenets of 
our Catholic faith. 
For questions and information please contact Larry McBee at 
775-853-9500, cell phone 775-772-1455 or mcreno@att.net  
        “Living the truth in love, we should grow in every way into Him 
who is the head, Christ.”   — Ephesians 4:15 

Did you know… Father Michael J. McGivney’s founding mission 
of the Knights of Columbus was to financially protect Catholic 
families? 134 Years later, his vision continues as the Knights of 
Columbus continues to protect the financial security of catholic 
families. 

SAVE THE DATE 
THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 15th,  2016 

Open to all Parishioners, St. John Vianney K of C council 13842 
will be hosting an informative Legacy Planning Seminar sponsored 
by the Cabral Agency, Knights of Columbus.  Discover the Catho-
lic Difference the Knights of Columbus offers...    
More information will follow in the upcoming weeks. 
For more information contact:   
John Ruffo at 775-450-7470 

A recent headline claimed that one of the fastest growing    
religious groups in America is "ex-Catholic."  According to the 
Pew Research Center, one-third of all adults in the U.S. raised 
Catholic no longer describe themselves as Catholic, 10 percent 
of all Americans are former Catholics, and only 24% of  U.S. 
Catholics reported attending Mass "at least weekly.”  If these 
findings cause concern, consider participating in the series 
Find Your Catholic Voice starting on September 10 at 11:30, in 
Caramella Hall and continuing for the next 7 Saturdays. 
Brochures with details are available in the Church entry. 


