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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 

MOTHER TERESA 

CANONIZED TODAY 
Mother Teresa is one of the best known 
Catholic women of the 20th century, and 
today she will be canonized as a saint. 
Canonization recognizes holiness, not 
perfection. In elevating Mother Teresa to 
the honors of the altar, the Roman 
Catholic Church certifies, through an 
exacting and meticulous process, that, 
despite her faults, she lived a life of 
extraordinary holiness and is worthy of 
veneration and imitation. Canonization changes absolutely nothing 
about the person being honored; it merely confirms that the saint 
has been in heaven from the moment of her death. What 
canonization does do is change the relationship between the 
faithful and the saint; once canonized, the faithful are permitted to 
venerate the saint publicly. A new saint is a gift to the faithful in 
that the process surrounding a canonization invites reflection on 
how holiness manifests itself in particular times and places. 
The remarkable woman who would be known as Mother Theresa 
began life named Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. Born on August 26, 
1910 in Skopje, she was the youngest child born to Nikola and 
Drane Bojaxhiu, Receiving her First Communion at the age of five, 
she was confirmed in November 1916. Her father died while she 
was only eight years old leaving her family in financial straits. 

Gonxha's religious formation was assisted by the vibrant Jesuit 
parish of the Sacred Heart in which she was very involved as a 
youth. 

Subsequently moved to pursue missionary work, Gonxha left her 
home in September 1928 at the age of 18 to join the Sisters of 
Loreto, in Ireland. She received the name Sister Mary Teresa after 
St. Therese of Lisieux. In December 1929, she departed for her 
first trip to India, arriving in Calcutta. After making her First 
Profession of Vows in May 1931, Sister Teresa was assigned to 
the Loreto Entally community in Calcutta and taught at St. Mary's 
School for girls. 

Sister Teresa made her Final Profession of Vows on May 24, 
1937, becoming, as she said, the "spouse of Jesus" for "all 
eternity." From that time on she was called Mother Teresa. 

She continued teaching at St. Mary's and in 1944 became the 
school's principal. Mother Teresa's twenty years in Loreto were 
filled with profound happiness. Noted for her charity, unselfishness 
and courage, her capacity for hard work and a natural talent for 
organization, she lived out her consecration to Jesus, in the midst 
of her companions, with fidelity and joy. 

It was on September 10, 1946 during a train ride from Calcutta to 
Darjeeling for her annual retreat that Mother Teresa received her 
"inspiration, her call within a call." On that day, in a way she would 
never explain, Jesus' thirst for love and for souls took hold of her 
heart and the desire to satiate His thirst became the driving force 
of her life. 

By means of interior locutions and visions, Jesus revealed to her 
the desire of His heart for "victims of love" who would "radiate His 
love on souls." "Come be My light,'"He begged her. "I cannot go 
alone." 

Jesus revealed His pain at the neglect of the poor, His sorrow at 
their ignorance of Him, and His longing for their love. He asked 
Mother Teresa to establish a religious community, Missionaries of 
Charity, dedicated to the service of the poorest of the poor. 

Nearly two years of testing and discernment passed before Mother 
Teresa received permission to begin. On August 17, 1948, she 
dressed for the first time in a white, blue-bordered sari and passed 

through the gates of her beloved Loreto convent to enter the world 
of the poor. 

After a short course with the Medical Mission Sisters in Patna, 
Mother Teresa returned to Calcutta and found temporary lodging 
with the Little Sisters of the Poor. On December 21, she went for 
the first time to the slums. She visited families, washed the sores 
of some children, cared for an old man lying sick on the road and 
nursed a woman dying of hunger and tuberculosis. She started 
each day with communion then went out, rosary in her hand, to 
find and serve Him amongst "the unwanted, the unloved, the 
uncared for." After some months, she was joined, one by one, by 
her former students. 

On October 7, 1950 the new congregation of the Missionaries of 
Charity was officially established in the Archdiocese of Calcutta. 
By the early 1960s, Mother Teresa began to send her Sisters to 
other parts of India. The Decree of Praise granted to the 
Congregation by Pope Paul VI in February 1965 encouraged her 
to open a house in Venezuela. It was soon followed by 
foundations in Rome and Tanzania and, eventually, on every 
continent. Starting in 1980 and continuing through the 1990s, 
Mother Teresa opened houses in almost all of the communist 
countries, including the former Soviet Union, Albania, and Cuba. 

In order to respond better to both the physical and spiritual needs 
of the poor, Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity 
Brothers in 1963, in 1976 the contemplative branch of the Sisters, 
in 1979 the Contemplative Brothers, and in 1984 the Missionaries 
of Charity Fathers. 

Mother Theresa's inspiration was not limited to those with religious 
vocations. She formed the Co-Workers of Mother Teresa and the 
Sick and Suffering Co-Workers, people of many faiths and 
nationalities with whom she shared her spirit of prayer, simplicity, 
sacrifice and her apostolate of humble works of love. 

This spirit later inspired the Lay Missionaries of Charity. In answer 
to the requests of many priests, in 1981 Mother Teresa also began 
the Corpus Christi Movement for Priests as a "little way of 
holiness" for those who desire to share in her charism and spirit. 

During the years of rapid growth the world began to turn its eyes 
towards Mother Teresa and the work she had started. Numerous 
awards, beginning with the Indian Padmashri Award in 1962 and 
notably the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979, honored her work, while 
an increasingly interested media began to follow her activities. She 
received both prizes and attention 'for the glory of God and in the 
name of the poor." 

There was a heroic side of this great woman that was revealed 
only after her death. Hidden from all eyes, even from those closest 
to her, was her interior life marked by an experience of a deep, 
painful and abiding feeling of being separated from God, even 
rejected by Him, along with an ever increasing longing for His love. 
She called her inner experience, the darkness. It was this "painful 
night" of her soul, which began around the time she started her 
work for the poor and continued to the end of her life, that led 
Mother Teresa to an ever more profound union with God. Through 
the darkness she mystically participated in the thirst of Jesus, in 
His painful and burning longing for love, and she shared in the 
interior desolation of the poor. 

In spite of increasingly severe health problems towards the end of 
her life, Mother Teresa continued to govern her Society and 
respond to the needs of the poor and the Church. By 1997, Mother 
Teresa's Sisters numbered nearly 4,000 members and were 
established in 610 foundations in 123 countries of the world. In 
March 1997 she blessed her newly-elected successor as Superior 
General of the Missionaries of Charity and then made one more 
trip abroad. After meeting Pope John Paul II for the last time, she 
returned to Calcutta and spent her final weeks receiving visitors 
and instructing her Sisters. 

ST. L BRONX,  
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On September 5, 1997 at the age of 87, Mother Teresa's earthly 
life came to an end. She was given the honor of a state funeral by 
the Government of India and her body was buried in the Mother 
House of the Missionaries of Charity. Her tomb quickly became a 
place of pilgrimage and prayer for people of all faiths, rich and 
poor alike. 

Mother Teresa left a testament of unshakable faith, invincible hope 
and extraordinary charity. Her response to Jesus' plea, "Come be 
My light," made her a Missionary of Charity, a "mother to the 
poor," a symbol of compassion to the world, and a living witness to 
the thirsting love of God. As a testament to her most remarkable 
life, Pope John Paul II permitted the opening of her Cause of 
Canonization. On December 20, 2002 he approved the decrees of 
her heroic virtues and miracles. 

Mother Teresa was beatified by Pope John Paul II on October 19, 
2003.  On the occasion of her beatification, the Missionaries of 
Charity issued the following statement: "We, the Missionaries of 
Charity, give thanks and praise to God that our Holy Father, Pope 
John Paul II, has officially recognized the holiness of our mother, 
Mother Teresa, and approved the miracle obtained through her 
intercession. We are filled with joy in anticipation of the 
Beatification that will take place in Rome on Mission Sunday, 
October 19, 2003, the closest Sunday to the 25th anniversary of 
the Holy Father's Pontificate and the end of the Year of the 
Rosary. Mother is a symbol of love and compassion. When Mother 
was with us, we were witnesses to her shining example of all the 
Christian virtues. Her life of loving service to the poor has inspired 
many to follow the same path. Her witness and message are 
cherished by those of every religion as a sign that God still loves 
the world today."  

Following her beatification, a long wait for a second miracle then 
followed. On December 17, 2015 Pope Francis announced a 
second miracle had been attributed to the intercession of Mother 
Teresa. The miracle involved a Brazilian man who was afflicted 
with tumors who was miraculously cured. This cleared the way for 
Mother Teresa's canonization that will take place today in Rome 
by Pope Francis.           Fr. David 
 

 

THE FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF MARY 
September 8  

The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the day on which 
Christians East and West commemorate 
the birth of Mary, the Mother of 
God, was celebrated as early as the 
sixth century. We know that from the 
fact that Saint Romanos the Melodist, 
an Eastern Christian who composed 

many of the hymns used in the Eastern 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox liturgies, 
composed a hymn for the feast at that 
time. We believe the date of Sept. 8 
was chosen because it was the day of 
the dedication of a church in Jerusalem built to honor Mary and 
which today is called the Basilica of St. Anne. The Feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary spread to Rome in the seventh 
century, brought there by Eastern monks, but it took a couple of 
more centuries before it was celebrated throughout the West.  

Even though we cannot trace the celebration of the Feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary back any further than the sixth 
century, the source for the story of the birth of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is much older. The earliest documented version is found in 
the Protoevangelium of James, an apocryphal gospel written 
about 150 AD. It is from this document that we learn the names 
of Mary's parents, Joachim and Anne, as well as the tradition that 

the couple was childless until an angel appeared to Anne and told 
her that she would conceive.  

The traditional date of the feast, September 8, falls exactly nine 
months after the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. It is 
a very important feast, because it prepares the way for the birth 
of Christ. It is also an unusual feast, because it celebrates a 
birthday. The feasts of saints are traditionally celebrated on the 
day of their death, because that is the date on which they entered 
into eternal life. And, indeed, we also celebrate the Blessed Virgin 
Mary's entrance into Heaven on August 15, the Feast of the 
Assumption. 

There are only three people whose birthdays have traditionally 
been celebrated by Christians. Jesus Christ, St. John the Baptist, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. And we celebrate all three birthdays 
for the same reason: All three were born without Original Sin; 
Christ, because He was conceived by the Holy Spirit; Mary, 
because she was kept free from the stain of Original Sin by the 
action of God in His foreknowledge that she would agree to be the 
mother of Christ; and Saint John, because he was blessed in the 
womb by the presence of his Savior when Mary, pregnant with 
Jesus, came to aid her cousin Elizabeth in the final months of 
Elizabeth's pregnancy.  However, of the three, only Mary died a 
peaceful and natural death.  

The present Feast forms a link between the New and the Old 
Testament. It shows that Truth succeeds symbols and figures and 
that the New Covenant replaces the Old. Hence, all creation sings 
with joy, exults, and participates in the joy of this day.... This is, in 
fact, the day on which the Creator of the world constructed His 
temple; today is the day on which by a stupendous project a 
creature becomes the preferred dwelling of the Creator" (Saint 
Andrew of Crete). 
 

Let's Make a Difference Together on 9/11 
 

September 11 is now a federally recognized National Day of 
Service and Remembrance. In observance of this year's 15th 
anniversary of 9/11, weôd like to invite you to join more than 2,000 
other New Yorkers to help pack more than half a million meals in 
NYC for families, seniors and veterans in need. No special skills 
are required. All you have to do is show up on time, ready to make 
a difference. 

WHEN: Sunday, September 11, 2016, All Day Beginning at 
7:00 AM (You'll select a two-hour shift) 

WHERE: Basketball City, Pier 36, Manhattan (East side) 

This event is FREE! All volunteers will work for approximately two-
hours. The first two-hour shift begins at 7:00 AM. When you click 
REGISTER, youôll be taken to a page where you can select your 
desired shift. 

If you have questions or need additional information, please 
contact 9/11 Day at info@911day.org. Also please remember later 
to share your good deed via social media and visit our website at 
911day.org for updates, parents and teacher guides, and 
other info. 

The purpose of 9/11 Day is to promote unity, empathy and service 
in tribute to the victims, survivors, families, and the many who rose 
in service in response to the attacks. Today, nearly 30 million 
Americans observe 9/11 Day each year by volunteering, making 
donations to charities, and performing simple good deeds that help 
others. 
 

4th ANNUAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE for 

ABORTED CHILDREN, Saturday, September 10 at the 

5:30PM Mass here at St. Helena. We will have a candle 

lighting ceremony. Everyone is invited. 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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SEPTEMBER 4, 2016 

UPCOMING PARISH PATRONAL FEAST  
 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, the Patronal Feast of 
the Parish, is Wednesday, September 14. Masses will be held at 
6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM, 4PM and 7:30PM (in Spanish.) We 
will venerate the Relic of the True Cross at all Masses on that 
day. There is a Plenary Indulgence attached to attending Mass 
here at St. Helena on the Patronal Feast Day. 
 

The Parish Sunday Celebration of the Exaltation of the Cross will 
take place during the 10:30AM Mass on Sunday, September 18. 
We will venerate the Relic of the True Cross during this Mass. 
 

 

TWO NUNS MURDERED IN MISSISSIPPI 
Let us all remember in our prayers two religious sisters who were 

found stabbed to death on August 25 in their residence in Durant, 

Mississippi. Sister Margaret Held, a School Sister of St. Francis, 

and Sister Paula Merrill, a Sister of Charity of Nazareth, both 68, 

worked as nurse practitioners and provided a quarter of the medical 

care in their rural county. A 46-year-old man has been arrested 

and charged with two counts of capital murder.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will begin on 

Wednesday, September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the 

Cross, with Mass at 4PM in the Church. Parents are also invited 

to attend this opening day celebration, which is also the Patronal 

Feast of the Parish. There will be Veneration of the Relic of the 

True Cross at all Masses on that day.  

 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Banns of Marriage 

II -- John Paul WallaceñTamara Hughes 
50/50 DRAWING: The Aug. 28 winners are: No. 36 & No. 161 @ $24 

¶ FOUNDATIONS OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH-This is a 

continuation of last semester's course. It will be conducted in 

Spanish by Fr. Nelson every Tuesday evening from 7-9PM in 

the cafeteria, beginning on Tuesday, September 13. 

¶ FREE FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS-St. Helenaôs 

Parish NOW has a subscription to an online platform called 

FORMED, which is a kind of Netflix for Catholics, and so 

all parishioners now have unlimited access to faith formation 

programs, Bible Studies, Catholic-themed movies, e-books 

and much more. A number of Spanish-language resources 

are also available on FORMED. All you need to enter is the 

Parish Code: 2KQQYD. Go to www.formed.org 

¶ BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class will begin 

September 6 and will be Church History. It will meet 

both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the green Family Life Center. 

¶ SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING takes 

place every Monday evening at 7PM. Because of Labor Day 

the Mass will be held on September 12.. 

¶ BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASSES for September 

will be held at 7PM on September 8 and 22. 

¶ RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION for the 

2016-2017 school year will continue this weekend after all 

Masses except the 7:30AM and 9AM Sunday Masses. 

Registration will take place every weekend thereafter 

through September at the back of the church. You may also 

register for First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA or 

regular religious education classes with Fr. Richard at the 

rectory during the weekdays.  

¶ KNITTING PRAYER MINISTRY-Do you like to 

knit?  We are looking for people to knit either Prayer Shawls 

or Prayer Pockets.  You can knit them either in your own 

home, or you can come to the Church for a group knitting.  If 

you are interested in this new ministry, please call the 

rectory at 718-892-3232.   

¶ PRE-CANA DISCOUNT-All engaged couples who register 

for their Pre-Cana classes at CatholicMarriagePrep.com 

through Sept. 5 will receive a $15 discount by entering the 

code SPIRIT16. 

¶ LAY LEADERS CONFERENCE-Please join the pastoral 

offices of the Archdiocese of New York, on Thursday, 

September 8 from 6-8:30PM at St. Joseph's Seminary, 

201 Seminary Ave., Yonkers, as the Archdiocese invites the 

lay leaders of St. Helenaôs to learn more about their ministry 

and how these offices can best serve St. Helenaôs 

community. This is the third in a series of meetings and will 

focus on the Offices of Development, Adult Faith Formation, 

and ArchCare. The meeting will have an English track and a 

Spanish track. Please be sure to select a ticket for the 

language track you prefer. A buffet dinner will be served for 

all prior to the meeting. We look forward to an evening of 

fun, fellowship, and information with all our lay leaders. 

Space is limited. Please RSVP by Friday, September 2 so 

that we may plan for the correct number of guests. If you 

have any questions, please contact Channon Lucas at 

channon.lucas@archny.org. 

¶ BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP-A Bereavement 

Support Group will begin at St. Helena, starting Saturday, 

September 17.  The group is intended for those who are 

grieving the loss of a loved one or a dear friend.  There will 

be TWO introductory sessions, one in English at 11 a.m. and 

another in Spanish at 2 p.m., both in the green Family Life 

center.  Each introductory session will last about an 

hour.  For more information, contact either:  Jessica Perez at 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com or Stephanie Colon at 

srcolon610@gmail.com or 917-504-4455. 

¶ FREE FLU CLINIC, sponsored by Walgreens, will once 

again be held here at St. Helena in the gymnasium on 

Sunday, September 18 from 10AM - 3PM.  There is no cost 

to you but please bring your Medical Insurance card so 

Walgreens can seek reimbursement.  You can still receive 

the shot even if you do not currently have health insurance. 

¶ PRAYER AND LIFE WORKSHOP is a free 15-week 

course in Spanish for adults who seek a more vibrant and 

vivid presentation of Jesus and a true adaptation to the needs 

of our present society. Its emphasis is on love, which is a 

transforming power, rather than fear and punishment. It is 

being held here on Thurs. evenings from 7-9PM. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, August 28, 2016                              $3,974.98 

Air Conditioning                                           $1,733.00 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helenaôs Parish. We came close to our 

weekly budget goal. Remember, everyone is welcome here at        

St. Helena. We are your spiritual home, and your support means a 

lot, and together, we are making a difference. 
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://catholicmarriageprep.com/
mailto:channon.lucas@archny.org


¶ PARISH FLEA MARKET will be held on Sun., Sept. 18 

from 10AM - 3PM in the green Family Life Center. 

¶ ST. MARYôS HEALTHCARE SYSTEM FOR 

CHILDREN will be conducting an open house at            

St. Helenaôs Church on Thursday September 15 from 1PM  

to 6PM in search of Nurses, Physical, Occupational, and 

Speech Therapists to work with clients in the Bronx.           

St. Maryôs is a not for profit organization that services 

special needs, medically fragile children and young adults in 

the 5 boroughs of NYC, Nassau, and Suffolk counties. 

¶ ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 

CATHOLIC, or are you an Adult Needing Communion, 

Confirmation, or the Convalidation of Your Marriage? 

Make an appointment with one of the parish priests by 

calling 718-892-3232. Leave your contact information, and a 

priest will get back to you to set up an appointment. 

¶ WEDDING DRESS AVAILABLE-If you are a full-figured 

woman who is planning to get married, and you are in need 

of a wedding dress, please call the rectory at 718-892-3232, 

and we may have a solution to your need.  
 

ST HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
¶ PILOT PROGRAM-We are proud to report that                

St. Helena's School has been selected to pilot Blended 

Learning for the 2016-17 academic year. More details about 

this exciting program will soon follow. 
¶ FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS SEPTEMBER 8th-Our first 

day of school for students for the new academic year is a full 

day on Thurs., September, 8th, The Feast of the Birth of Mary.  
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
¶ LABOR DAY STARTED IN NEW YORK-The first 

Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement 

and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of 

American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to 

the contributions workers have made to the strength, 

prosperity, and well-being of our country.  Matthew Maguire 

first proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary 

of the Central Labor Union in New York. The union 

appointed a committee to plan a demonstration and organize 

the first Labor Day picnic. 

¶ MENTAL WELLNESS WORKSHOP will cover topics 

like dementia, depression, anxiety, effective communication 

skills, and strategies for healthy aging. The workshop will be 

held at PEP, 1525 Unionport Rd., starting Thursday, 

September 29 from 12-2PM and will run for 5 weeks. 

Lunch is included. The workshop is FREE thanks to a grant 

from the NY Foundation for Eldercare.  

¶ NEED SOMEONE TO RUN ERRANDS?  If you are a 

senior living in Parkchester, PEP has a volunteer who can 

run errands for you.  The volunteer is available every Friday 

in the late morning/early afternoon.  If you need this service, 

call 718-409-1619 and speak with either Nicole or Gordon.  

¶ FREE LECTURE ON CHRISTIAN COSMOLOGY 

AND PHILOSOPHY-Sr. Ilia Delio explores Evolution and 

the Power of Love from Aristotle to Teilhard de Chardin in a 

free lecture given at Maryknoll, 55 Ryder Road, Ossining on 

Sunday, Sept. 11 from 2:30-4PM. For more info, call   

914-941-7636 X 2445. 

¶ NOURISHMENT FOR SENIORS: Are you a SNAP-

eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a 

free monthly food package. For more information, call  

917-982-2564. www.nycommonpantry.org 

¶ ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE-Dorothy 

Dugandzic just returned from Rome, where she attended the 

International TeenSTAR Conference. TeenSTAR is a 

developmental curriculum which uses learning one's fertility 

pattern to teach responsible decision-making and 

communication skills in the area of sexual behavior and 

enhances teens' self-understanding and self-esteem. 

¶ NEW CONSULTANT FOR THE CONGREGATION 

FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION-This past week, Pope 

Francis  appointed our Piarist Father General, Very Rev. Pedro 

Aguado,Sch.P. as a Consultant for the Congregation for 

Catholic Education. Fr. General will combine this service to the 

Holy See with his Presidency of the Commission of Education 

of the Unions of General Superiors of Men and Women 

Religious.  

¶ FAMILY DAY-BE INVOLVED, STAY INVOLVED is 

The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuseôs 

national initiative to promote simple acts of parental 

engagement as key ways to help prevent risky substance use 

in children and teens. Family Day will be celebrated across 

the country on September 26. To learn more about Family 

Day and to join parents all across America in taking the 

Family Day STAR Pledge, log on to 

www.CASAFamilyDay.org. 

¶ THE ITALIAN APOSTOLATE OF THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK invites you to save the 

date for the 2016 Columbus Day Mass and Parade at           

St. Patrickôs Cathedral on Monday, October 10 at 9:30AM.. 

¶ ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has an Adoration Chapel, which is open Monday-

Friday from 10AM - 9PM. 

¶ NYC BROADWAY WEEK TICKETS are now on sale. 

Talk about a hot ticket: Get 2-for-1 seats to riveting dramas, 

sidesplitting comedies and spectacular musicals during NYC 

Broadway Week (September 5-18.). 

¶ RESOLVE OUTSTANDING WARRANTS-Clear your 

record and resolve outstanding warrants from certain quality 

of life summonses such as: consumption of alcohol in public, 

disorderly conduct, unlawful possession of marijuana, and 

trespassing. Saturday, September 17 from 9AM - 4PM at 

the Mount Hope Community Center, 55 E 175 Street, Bronx. 

For more information, call 718-590-2272 or go to 

www.bronxda.nyc.gov 

¶ APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 

 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Adam Mary, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge,  

Carol Primak, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, 

Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Veronica Gonzalez, Bertha Mero, Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt, 

Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez, Ynes Tavarez,  

Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan, Mary Jane Gisselbrecht 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:  

Marie-Denise Antoine, Hector Hernandez, Joshua Valderrama,  

Deacon Patrick Troy, Jorge Betancourt, Lorelei Williams,  

George Gisselbrecht 



ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 

¶ FLEA MARKET 21 de agosto, se recolectaron 510 

d·lares. CAFE del d²a 28 de agosto, se recolectaron 122 

d·lares.        Gracias por el apoyo a tu parroquia.  
 

Atenci·n a las siguientes fechas, son importantes  

para el crecimiento y la formaci·n de la familia.  
 

¶ CURSO: UNA FE BIEN CONSTRUIDA-Este curso, 

dictado por el P. Nelson, se reiniciar§ el 13 de septiembre e 

ir§ hasta el 6 de diciembre. Lugar: Cafeter²a. Hora: 7 pm a 

8.30 pm. 
 

¶ DIA DE LA FAMILIA. SEXUALIDAD: Este curso est§ 

dirigido a todos las personas que desean compartir un 

espacio de formaci·n permanente sobre el significado de la 

sexualidad y de la vida. Ven a compartir en comunidad, hoy 

d²a hay mucha confusi·n acerca de estos temas. Debemos 

prepararnos para crecer personalmente, pero tambi®n para 

ayudar a otros miembros de nuestras familias o amigos a 

tener una idea clara sobre lo que es este maravilloso don que 

Dios nos ha dado. Informaci·n y registraci·n con F§tima 

Cabrera: 917-584-7293. Necesitamos que te registres para 

tener preparado tu almuerzo.  

¶ PRO-VIDA: Les recuerdo que los domingos 11-18 y 25 de 

septiembre tendremos actividades pro-vida despu®s de la 

misa de 12 pm. Despu®s de la misa se dar§ almuerzo y se 

tendr§ la actividad que dura una hora y media. Te invito a 

dedicar con tu familia estos d²as para crecer en el 

conocimiento de lo que es la persona humana, las amenazas 

para la vida, etc. Estos temas no son para otros, son para ti, 

afectan directamente la vida de cada uno de nosotros. Es 

importante SABER!!!! Informaci·n y registraci·n con 

F§tima Cabrera: 917-584-7293. Necesitamos que te registres 

para tener preparado tu almuerzo. Buscamos personas que 

vengan todos los domingos para darles un certificado y que 

se involucren en actividades Pro-Vida.  

¶ SE BUSCAN VOLUNTARIOS PARA AYUDAR A 

PACIENTES CON CANCER: Hay un programa del 

Hospital Montefiore que busca sobrevivientes de c§ncer que 

puedan ayudar a otros en estos momentos de dificultad. Se 

necesitan personas compasivas que quieran ayudar en el 

hospital o por tel®fono a personas diagnosticadas con esta 

enfermedad. Si est§s interesado/a o conoces a alguien que 

pueda estarlo, llama al 718-430-4044 para averiguar por la 

fecha de entrenamiento.  

¶ CLASES DE CCD 2016-2017: Comienzan el 14 de 

septiembre. El costo de inscripci·n es de $35 d·lares por 

el primer ni¶o y $25 d·lares por el segundo.  

¶ CLASES DE RCIA: Estas clases son dictadas por el P. 

Nelson los domingos de 10 am a 11.15 am, para preparar a 

personas adultas en el camino de la fe. Si te falta alg¼n 

sacramento ven a esta clase para aprender tu fe, recibir tus 

sacramentos y hacer amigos. Las clases comienzan el 25 de 

septiembre.  

¶ CLASES DE PREPARACION PARA EL BAUTISMO: 

Se realizan cada segundo y cuarto jueves de cada mes a las 7 

pm en la Iglesia. Entrada por el parqueadero. Se recuerda 

que deben inscribirse previamente en la rector²a. Los 

bautismos en Espa¶ol se realizan los segundos y cuartos 

s§bados de cada mes a las 2.30 pm.  

¶ ESCUELA ELEMENTAL DE SANTA HELENA: Las 

clases comienzan el 8 de septiembre.  

¶ GRUPO DE APOYO PARA AQUELLOS QUE HAN 

PERDIDO UN SER QUERIDO: La solidaridad y 

compasi·n sondas marcas del cristiano. Te sientes llamado a 

pertenecer a un ministerio como estos? Contacta a Jessica 

P®rez: jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. Tambi®n a Stephanie Colon: 

srcolon610gmail.com.  

¶ GRUPO DE ORACION: No habr§ grupo por ser el 

Labor Day 

¶ MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Todos los 

mi®rcoles a las 7 pm. Celebraremos la canonizaci·n de Santa 

Teresa de Calcuta. 

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
 

Hola queridos hermanos. Hoy a las 4 am se celebr· en Roma la 

misa de canonizaci·n de la madre Teresa. Esta mujer realmente 

impact· al mundo con su sencillez y especialmente con el 

servicio que hizo a los pobres sin distinci·n de raza o de fe. Pero, 

qu® es la canonizaci·n y c·mo se llega a este punto? En este 

art²culo yo quiero darles a conocer el proceso de lo que hace la 

Iglesia para llegar declarar santo o santa a una persona. He 

tomado de una p§gina cat·lica la siguiente informaci·n para que 

ustedes conozcan de qu® se trata.  
  
Etapas en un proceso de Canonizaci·n, son cuatro pasos: 
 

1. Siervo de Dios. 
El Obispo diocesano y el Postulador de la Causa piden iniciar el 

proceso de canonizaci·n. Y presentan a la Santa Sede un informe 

sobre la vida y las virtudes de la persona. La Santa Sede, por 

medio de la Congregaci·n para las Causas de los Santos, examina 

el informe y dicta el Decreto diciendo que nada impide iniciar la 

Causa (Decreto "Nihil obstat"). Este Decreto es la respuesta 

oficial de la Santa Sede a las autoridades diocesanas que han 

pedido iniciar el proceso can·nico. Obtenido el Decreto de "Nihil 

obstat", el Obispo diocesano dicta el Decreto de Introducci·n de 

la Causa del ahora Siervo de Dios. 
 

2. Venerable. 
Esta parte del camino comprende cinco etapas: 

a) La primera etapa es el Proceso sobre la vida y las virtudes del 

Siervo de Dios. Un Tribunal, designado por el Obispo, recibe los 

testimonios de las personas que conocieron al Siervo de Dios. 

Ese Tribunal diocesano no da sentencia alguna; ®sta queda 

reservada a la Congregaci·n para las causas de los santos. 

b) La segunda etapa es el Proceso de los escritos. Una comisi·n 

de censores, se¶alados tambi®n por el Obispo, analiza la 

ortodoxia de los escritos del Siervo de Dios. 

c) La tercera etapa se inicia terminados los dos procesos 

anteriores. El Relator de la Causa nombrado por la Congregaci·n 

para las Causas de los Santos, elabora el documento denominado 

"Positivo". En este documento se incluyen, adem§s de los 

testimonios de los testigos, los principales aspectos de la vida, 

virtudes y escritos del Siervo de Dios. 

d) La cuarta etapa es la Discusi·n de la "Positio". Este 

documento, una vez impreso, es discutido por una Comisi·n de 

Te·logos consultores, nombrados por la Congregaci·n para las 

Causas de los Santos. Despu®s, en sesi·n solemne de Cardenales 

y Obispos, la Congregaci·n para las Causas de los Santos, a su 

vez, discute el parecer de la Comisi·n de Te·logos. 

e) La quinta etapa es el Decreto del Santo Padre. Si la 

Congregaci·n para las Causas de los Santos aprueba la "Positio", 

el Santo Padre dicta el Decreto de Heroicidad de Virtudes. El que 

era Siervo de Dios pasa a ser considerado Venerable. 
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3. Beato o Bienaventurado. 
a) La primera etapa es mostrar al "Venerable" a la comunidad 

como modelo de vida e intercesor ante Dios. Para que esto pueda 

ser, el Postulador de la Causa deber probar ante la Congregaci·n 

para las Causas de los Santos: 

- La fama de santidad del Venerable. Para ello elabora una lista 

con las gracias y favores pedidos a Dios por los fieles por 

intermedio del Venerable. 

- La realizaci·n de un milagro atribuido a la intercesi·n del 

Venerable. El proceso de examinar este "presunto" milagro se 

lleva a cabo en la Di·cesis donde ha sucedido el hecho y donde 

viven los testigos.  

Generalmente, el Postulador de la Causa presenta hechos 

relacionados con la salud o la medicina. El Proceso de examinar 

el "presunto milagro” debe abarcar dos aspectos: 1) la presencia 

de un hecho (la sanaci·n) que los cient²ficos (los m®dicos) 

deber§n atestiguar como un hecho que va m§s all§ de la ciencia, y 

2) la intercesi·n del Venerable Siervo de Dios en la realizaci·n 

de ese hecho que se¶alar§n los testigos del caso. 

b) Durante la segunda etapa la Congregaci·n para las Causas de 

los Santos examina el milagro presentado. 

Dos m®dicos peritos, designados por la Congregaci·n, examinan 

si las condiciones del caso merec²an un estudio detallado. Su 

parecer es discutido por la Consulta m®dica de la Congregaci·n 

para las Causas de los Santos (cinco m®dicos peritos). 

El hecho extraordinario presentado por la Consulta m®dica es 

discutido por el Congreso de Te·logos de la Congregaci·n para 

las Causas de los Santos. Ocho te·logos estudian el nexo entre el 

hecho se¶alado por la Consulta m®dica y la intercesi·n atribuida 

al Siervo de Dios. 

Todos los antecedentes y los juicios de la Consulta M®dica y del 

Congreso de Te·logos son estudiados y comunicados por un 

Cardenal (Cardenal "Ponente") a los dem§s integrantes de la 

Congregaci·n, reunidos en Sesi·n. Luego, en Sesi·n solemne de 

los cardenales y obispos de la Congregaci·n para las Causas de 

los Santos se da su veredicto final sobre el "milagro". Si el 

veredicto es positivo el Prefecto de la Congregaci·n ordena la 

confecci·n del Decreto correspondiente para ser sometido a la 

aprobaci·n del Santo Padre. 

c) En la tercera etapa y con los antecedentes anteriores, el Santo 

Padre aprueba el Decreto de Beatificaci·n. 

d) En la cuarta etapa el Santo Padre determina la fecha de la 

ceremonia lit¼rgica. 

e) La quinta etapa es la Ceremonia de Beatificaci·n. 
 

4. Santo. 

a) La primera etapa es la aprobaci·n de un segundo milagro. 

b) Durante la segunda etapa la Congregaci·n para las Causas de 

los Santos examina este segundo milagro presentado. Se requiere 

que este segundo hecho milagroso haya sucedido en una fecha 

posterior a la Beatificaci·n. Para examinarlo la Congregaci·n 

sigue los mismos pasos que para el primer milagro. 

c) En la tercera etapa el Santo Padre, con los antecedentes 

anteriores, aprueba el Decreto de Canonizaci·n. 

d) La cuarta etapa es el Consistorio Ordinario P¼blico, 

convocado por el Santo Padre, donde informa a todos los 

Cardenales de la Iglesia y luego determina la fecha de la 

canonizaci·n. 

e) La ¼ltima etapa es la Ceremonia de la Canonizaci·n.    
            P. Nelson 
 

 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Sept 4, 2016-Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 Hughes Family and Mary Alice Hartnett 
 9:00 Mani Anthikkatt 
 10:30 Katherine Callaghan 
 12:00 Luz Maria Pinargote, Luisa Mendoza,  
  Ediberta Holquin, Irnacio Mendoza,  
  Julio Viejo, Gonzalo and Pedro Mendo 
  Gabriela Guzman 
 1:30 Joanne Savinoôs Intentions 
 5:00 Catherine Carolan 
  Our Parishioners 
MONDAY, Sept. 5, 2016-Passion of St. Teresa of Calcutta  
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
Labor 8:30 Sick of St. Helenaôs Parish 
Day 12:15 Kathleen Cotter 
 7:30 Elvis Lee Rosado 
TUESDAY, Sept. 6, 2016-Feast of St. Donatian 
 6:50 Sr. Peggie Merritt 
 8:30 Ursulina Flores (18 a¶or fallecida) 
 12:15 Elvis Lee Rosado 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 7, 2016-Feast of St. Cloud 
 6:50 Annamma (Intentions and Good Health) 
 8:30 Divine Justice for the Hugh Rent Increases 
  that Parkchester Management Has Imposed 
  on Tenants and Merchants 
 12:15 Joanne Savinoôs Intentions 
 7:30 Norma Maldonado/por intenciones al virgin 
  del cisne (por su familia salud) 
THURSDAY, September 8, 2016-Nativity of the Blessed  
     Virgin Mary 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
 12:15 Blessings for Fr. Thomas B. Derivan,  
   His Parents and Aunt 
  Mama Maryôs Birthday 
FRIDAY, September 9, 2016-Feast of St. Peter Claver 
 6:50 Annamma (Intentions and Good Health) 
 8:30 Robert Griffin 
 12:15 M. Arroyo 
  Virginia y Aurora Maldonado (Anniversary) 
SATURDAY, Sept. 10, 2016-Feast of St. Finian 
 6:50 Altagracia, Carmen, Jos® and  
   Manuel Capell§n 
 8:30 Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
 12:15 Dolores Cortez 
 5:30 Souls in Purgatory 
SUNDAY, Sept. 11, 2016-Twenty-Fourth Sun. in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 Annamma (Intentions-Good Health) 
 9:00 Victims of the World Trade Center Tragedy 
 10:30 Anna Bernarda Ayala 
 12:00 Julio Medina 
  Complea¶os de la Virgen Maria (Legion) 
  Christopher Arce Gonzalez 
  Rita Leon 
 1:30 Job A.M. 
 5:00 Sarah Echevarria 
  Our Parishioners 

Readings for the Week of September 4, 2016 
Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-6, 12-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-7, 12/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11/Ps 149:1-6, 9/Lk 6:12-19 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-17/Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3-6, 12/Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18/Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19/1 Tm 1:12-17/

Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10 


