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Mass Schedule (Horario de Misas)

Holy Days: 6:50AM, 8:30 AM,12:15PM and 7:30 PM

Weekdays: 6:50AM, 8:30 AM and 12:15 PM

Sunday: AM
7:30
9:00 1:30
10:30 (Family) 5:00

PM

Confessions:
Saturday — 4 to 5:30
Sick Or Emergency Calls:
At any time
call the Rectory at 892-3232
Devotions:
o Circulo De Oracion: lunes, 7 a 9PM,
e Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday after 12:15 PM Mass
o Exposicion del Santisimo y Coronilla de la Divina
Misericordia: miércoles, 7PM
¢ Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday between the 8:30 & 12:15 Masses

9 Sacred Heart Novena: Thursday, Noon
9 EnglishBible Study: Tuesday, 7:30PM

Morning Prayer—Daily 8:30AM

12:00 (Spamsh) Spanish Mass: Sunday, 12:00 Noon

Holy Days — Evenings Before—7:30PM
Wednesday —7:00 PM (Spanish)

Monday 7:00PM (every first Monday of the month in Spanish)

Primeros lunes de mes

Baptisms:
Arrangements must be made at the
Rectory for Baptismal Class.
Bring copy of child’s Birth Certificate.

Marriages:
Arrangements for weddings should be
made as soon as possible at the Rectory.

Parish Registration:
All Catholics who live within the
parish boundaries should fill out a
registration card at Church or Rectory.

Handicapped Accessible
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Muslims, Italian merchants obtained the relics of Saint Nicholas,
which had been held in a church at Myra, and brought them to the
city of Bari, in southern Italy. There, the relics were placed in a
great basilica consecrated by Pope Urban I, where they have
remained.

In the East, after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy on his feast
day, a member of the congregation dressed as Saint Nicholas
would enter the church to bring children small gifts and to instruct
them in the Faith. (In some areas in the West, this visit occurred
on the evening of December 5, at the homes of children.)

In recent years in the United States, these customs (especially the
placing of shoes by the fireplace) have been revived. Such
practices are a very good way of reminding our children of the life
of this beloved saint, and encouraging them to imitate his charity,
as Christmas approaches.

For 1,500 years, Saint Nicholashas been one of the most popular
saints in Europe, but it's only in recent years that he's been
"rediscovered" in the United States. Perhaps part of his newfound
popularity has to do with a healthy reaction against the over
commercialization of Christmas, of which Santa Claus has long
been a symbol.

But waitd aren't Saint Nicholas and Santa Claus the same person?
Not really. There is a connection between the two, but it's less
than many people think. fASanta
an anglicization of Sinterklaas , the Dutch name for Saint Nicholas.
The Dutch, who were living in New Amsterdam, what is now New
York City, though Protestants, brought the European tradition of
celebrating the Feast of Saint Nicholas (December 6) to America.
English settlers liked the custom, but wanting to be more
Protestant than the Dutch, they didn't like the idea of celebrating

a saint's feast day. Thus, while they borrowed certain elements of
the life of Saint Nicholas (his generosity and his love for children,
for instance), they placed Santa Claus's home at the North Pole,
about as far away from Asia Minor (Saint Nicholas's home) as they
could. Some elements of the earliest depictions of Santa Claus, in
fact, are drawn from Nordic legends, and physically, he resembles
elements of both Thor and Odin.

The identification of Santa Claus with Saint Nicholas largely comes
from a poem by Clement Moore, A Visit From St. Nicholas which
most people today knowas 6 Twas t he Ni ght.
While Moore identifies the title character as Saint Nicholas, his
physical description, clothing, and his use of a sleigh and reindeer,
along with the transfer of his visit from the night before Saint
Nicholas's feast day to the night before Christmas, defined the
modern picture of Santa Claus, and the CocaCola Company
solidified his modern image. (From the time of the publication of
Moore's poem in 1823, the historical figure
of Saint Nicholas has faded into the
background, replaced by the American fairy
tale. In itself, the fairy tale is fine, and

some Catholic theologians have suggested
that Catholic families can maintain the fairy

Berl qénGersi

prayers and sing some hymns to the saint. Coming in the first
week or two of Advent, the Feast of Saint Nicholas provides a
foretaste of Christmasd and unlike Santa Claus, Saint Nicholas
always reminds us that Christ is the reason for the season.

The Immaculate Conception
A Holy Day of Obligation - Dec. 8

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception will take place on
Thursday, December 8 , and it is a Holy Day of Obligation.
Masses here at St. Helena will be in Spanish at7:00PM on
Wednesday, December 7 and on December 8 at 6:50AM,
8:30AM, 12:15PM, and 7:30PM , all in English.

The Immaculate Conception refers to the condition that the
Blessed Virgin Mary was free from Original Sin from the very
moment of her conception in the womb of her mother, Saint
Anne. We celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary d her
birthd on September 8; nine months before that is December 8,
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. None of the Early
Church Fathers explicitly taught the Immaculate Conception, but
they professed it implicitly. It would take many centuries, though,
for the Catholic Church to recognize the Immaculate Conception
as a doctrined as something which all Christians must believed

cqnd magygmore gefore Popa Rius |X; op egempen & 184y wogld, |

declare it a dogmad that is, a doctrine that the Church teaches
was revealed by God Himself. It was the very first infallible
statement ever declared by a pope.

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
December 12

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe will take place onMon.,

Dec. 12 Devotions will begin just before Midnight at the outdoor
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The Rosary will be prayed at
4AM followed by Mariachis at 5AM, with Masses taking place at
both 6AM and 6PM in Spanish, with a blessing for the children,
and at 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and 12:15PM in English.

The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to the Aztec Indian
Juan Diego in December of 1531 generated the
&{’of’Me)ﬁc{) 4hd Fatin America to
Catholicism. Indeed, the Blessed Virgin Mary
entered the very lifestream of Central America
and became an inextricable part of Mexican life
and a central figure to the history of Mexico
itself. The three most important religious
celebrations in Central and South America are
Christmas, Easter, and December 12, the feast
day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Her appearance
in the center of the two American continents has
contributed to the Virgin of Guadalupe being
given the title " Mother of the Americas ."
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In celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the First Mass

New Envelo p ecubiyesntt Bym: St . H?Eefeﬁ}aﬁeﬁﬁlou?@aﬁsh&lﬁ}ch wew1llhaveat(§:c1al Chrlstmas
has 1,200 registered families,| 4 ocera?5cI$]Mrl3’Seaatura é))yt |§§
take offertory envelope boxes, N ¥ o’ut ﬁ‘i & 8nd of
D fessmnal arglstfgwelas our own St. eenaA ult an
ecember and eQ@fr ltyhdseumho .t akle %9 y

about 200 people use Théem omaal, &eﬁﬁt(}g(’lrﬁas'

going to try Ismsneé dd ngf ngiwvi ng| o Reheprgals ang{,$upgr.ph01rMasses are as follows:

envel opes for the entire year,| Wwe will insf£édd difa@m' &n Cl0oipres |out
every two months. We understanld]|that ma8BQampRehsapsile9:00 ansMasso r

mi splace their envelope boxes,l and we hope taARjiys| tmechod rwi | |
enc?utrage mlortehparishioanesonbyts? thEiIOrOOa%"R\éH%Qr;QlDR)%OamMass R
wan o0 mai ese envelopes ofu o] i He
to use them_, so we are now see_king_Etv‘}(g'l)arlpezgZvenk?'ﬁea}2 eﬁcﬂ"\gageglmgag’t%l#}sehlorers
who would Ilike us to mail Wehew) IY®E|r JOSTEERH'0o 8y S&ENWI eNiBR¥EMSIC HO L|A
automatically mail enve|0pes_0n|eb@mtb%0r5%$ﬁ®3£/}§4§M1ﬁa?yr%nk€ﬂé%
regularly use them, and we wilfl &hﬁ&%m%&&ﬁ&%&w ®lir 6vWhBE RiCaflyi§d O P § S
in the pews an d in Fhe Nar t h ex be?o?%eosgrﬁmallygchdlanﬂlpr%caeédsewﬂfgg Rard! hgy
would |ike us to malJIustthefmItIhelnrt | 1 France thi K
envel pe and either drop it in thec% n}u ?pggrgageogc%l&;sgrymﬁiglc%s it
t he r eQftfoerryt.ory envelopes serve &r§$23for @@mlsélqna fof Regeryved peats
giving is criticattenm sau;StadJiIriasthU @n,\,lcsqtnl[gly T1 ON ONDAY CE
They also serve as proof of actl membe Iﬁ% Sh“ wleé S
documentation for charitabl e dgi %ce&pf@\ Py % o ur
tax@\e. encourage all parishionaeérhk ﬁlsslﬂogerﬂLp%h@ar td?ysfrﬂm‘ba%' on

line giving, available through (%PM%egp}qwghhvenwleﬂgssnﬁe qnly attend the Penance
www. churchof storelieqna.tcloen we ek ||y |Servige,evhile thosewith more serious sins must also celebrate
envel opes. individual reconciliation. This is a wonderful way to prepare for
Fidel Castro Dead At Age 90 the Christmas Season.
Wit_hChristmasinCubaStiIIAIive. OFFERI NG ENVELOPES
A public Mass was held in the [Jdse dMadddy ReNdJ dhd &M B0 %37 ®B106" § 3
Havana this past Tuesday eveniind f0¢a,ﬁ¢ag,edncfa§rtr@urﬁéjr; Dé\}"@lopnent
Cuba;_le%dzr who once am%oseddstlateT@ém@g(j,m\,,om thgy
countHig. ody was cremated, an
was taken along the reverse rolute %rweel%]y%gd%et (ﬁtl?sfroomsesgpueft%seénanii§S)|$%2r%1000after
seizing power in 1959. The tr ek ank ypu teexe ?n‘?f‘lfyogrgeﬁe’?sﬁtya%dfofyPuﬁSPpBOFf@“afor n
Saturday and culminated with alndt #ldhptyogdo forSt He naﬁ:}’fméh“é axe jome npjor gapital
Maceo in Santiago de Cuba. Cast"ore.paérex%eqfeﬁ pup bpilergand)aiy con ltéomnﬁ%omlguptal}dg”&
Sunday morning at Santa Ifigenieweﬁeéhﬁ]tlﬁwée > 0 I gskyyou & please incgegsepyourolferings p (it
. . ot at we can meef o, e cedourweek ybud et
After Fidel Castro gained powe|r 8 tifl d tdl ‘é}
next decaidrapsdiowd ysoci alism on]| t racéasaoofpf)r?ugenqroﬁlay]% Ooqeacenporesm
sever al Cuban Catholic-abifshompsgditdhheed a I IgeséafieSt glena.”
Chur cheésst alnodnigng rejection of cpmmuni sm and called for
Catholics to reject it. 1In resp(nse g r n \e|t s
Catholic propeCdatyh alnidc a.r r Blsa re,d| i E)\A,F\BVSVH ANN@UN@EME
banned the celebration of Christsn(m/sso DRAWI NG: The Nov. 27 winne¢rs
This ban on the celebration of (1}1eFbRStThef:Q:MMUNh@é\linﬁﬁe%ﬁﬁ&lﬁa@m days
|l asted ftohr meaddgades until 1998, thakd; 30 ModMlaossBPegeamber 4.
St . John Paul I successfully |JcahvSRABd SHH nF AN L &MISVBBRIIM® ddfeteria
banThe date for the papal visi wa%n§@r§d;§9r Dbancieampye 211 1 .
1998he pope said that ficCuba neg BltBLTEurSQIer]ﬁl‘?SerﬁeEte?clasquuTcBngtd}}p
he asked Castro for Christmas,| W lieYiSvibotk ﬁl&n%? r,
to be celebrated as an offici al holl?meabseveryfTesayt%t atf rsit ce
: %1 TuesDa emb\eewnfle@tu(f
start of the Revolution. green building. 1is ¥ y
. The Age of Revolutlon You are mV1ted to attend one class
_Cast[]o r_egld:ed ;h?L it woul d |bd oer55¥nan éso Christmas flell
in the mi e o e sugar canle a g
di scussion, Castro finally saild 1{/1 ﬁéﬁ tAhg%I\ﬁél @Ed?)y%e %Ag—ggt ra:i tI
could be for this year only.i H(we‘iP@‘ﬂCted”tSBam% % Fg Nedsanevery Fugsday eyqnipga s | i s
celebrated as a public holiday| in fomd-8 ; 3Pt wfiteriie will be at Ieas
two public Funeral Masses celebr1ht$ANd)rSI-hl(IrHARISMATIC PRAYEIR A
ADORAT ItdB&d placeeveryMon da& 'y P M.
AL UMNI REUNI ON COMMI TTHEE| MMoMiB Epkhish MassonMo n. , bigtgingat b P M.
STILL NEEDED: T NEXT BAPTI SM PRBw#lbdhkldoB SES
We are planning THREE St. Hel ¢nga Ské o eimhasdd a87iP Mlese hringarcepy of tha e
for thel%®4l0HPeas second FfI7IOWA| c|l a ¢hHlé sbirth certificate.
and a third Z®000tIBeeabassas| ttheq rmARPSH B OOKiSPHDREYS u n diiom
71-89-2g3t20 Ie.t us knOW that you| woulgd glg A i 9 lhed\p Plan your
classd special alumni event.



http://www.churchofsthelena.com/

PARI SH TOY DRI VE AND ClAOT
we have done in the past, St. Helena Parish is teaming up
with Hope For Us Inc. to sponsor a Christmas TOY DRIVE
and CLOTHING DRIVE. We will accept both CLOTHES
and UNWRAPPED TOYS throughD e ¢ e mb. &y 2 2
ornament tags are available on the tree in the church
vestibule. The clothes will be brought to area homeless
shelters, and the toys will be brought half to Montefiore
Hospital and half to area homeless shelters. You can bring
your clothing donations to the rectory and the toys can be
blessed under the Christmas tree in the Narthex. For more
information, callVer a Aa@uBhDd256
A NEW GROUP HAS BEEN BORN
Itsnameis“ Sai nt Mot hitasrinspired Byrthe lova
and mercy in which Mother Therese spent her life doing the
mission the Lord entrusted to her. One of the things the
group will do is to visit the children’s Ward at Jacobi
Medical Center before Christmas. For that purpose we’re
receiving wrapped toy donations to be given to the children
ages newborn-18. You can attach a note saying: “For Saint
Mother Theresa’s group”, and include information stating
the age and sex of the child who should receive the toy. For
more info, please contact: EI ba Ve g6ab-9aBt6 56. 4
PARI SH CHRI STMAS aRART Ye me
the gym from 6-1 1 P Mickets for the event are $15 for
adults, $10 for children (18 years of age and under), and $40
for a family (2 adults and their children). The party will
feature a D.J., dancing, food, raffles, and fun for the
children, and a special surprise visit from Santa. Tickets will
soon go on sale for our Christmas Party Raffle. There will
be FIVE main prizes and several small prizes. First prize is
a 32” Samsung Smart TV (retail $400), Second prize is
$200 Cash, and Third through Fifth Prizes are $100 Gift
Cards. Tickets are $1 each and will be available after Mass
or at the Christmas Party.
A COURSE | N MogrAFCvhnB/ Bssingen is
teaching a 13-week class A Course in Miracles every Sunday
at St. Helena’s from3 t 0 4 FoBntbre irfbtmation,
call 9 1-5 4-® 9 5A0suggested donation is $7/session.
FI NAL NOTI CE: CARNEGI E HA
C O N C E Rdrnegie Hall’s 2016-17 season has been
announced, and one of the concerts offered this season will
be A Night of Inspiration a wonderful program of gospel
music led by composer, music director and producer Ray
ChewonTues. , D e. @he cofcert desiture8 IRdvine
Warwick and the New Faith Church Choir from Capetown,
South Africa. Ticket prices are as follows:

$81.00 - Parquet

$72.90 (front) or $54.90 — Dress Circle

$30.50 — Dress Circle Obstructed View

$32.40 ($27 if paid for right away) — Balcony

$18 00— Balcony Obstructed View

If you are interested in attending this Gospel Concert, please
call the rectory at 7 1-8 9-2 2 3uid let us know which
ticket you would like to order.

H
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EXPLORE A FREE CATHOLI G |
St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an online
platform called FORMED, and all parishioners now have
unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies,
Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books
and much more. It is very easy to register with FORMED.
FIRST gotof 0 r me ghd cbick the REGISTER link in the
iddle,af the page; enter the parish code 2 K Q Q Yabd your
N Génmj?l,ﬁ%aen{ﬁﬁzk “Go.” Fill in the registration
information. After registering, you will receive a message
asking you to verify your email address. Check your email
(it may be in your spam folder) and click VERIFY. You will
be prompted to login. You can then enjoy using FORMED.
FULLII ME OR -PIAMH MAI NTENAN
HANDY MA N pdsibidh needed. E-mail:
josecol onl0 8D@b3neTi6id 58 @ m
NEW TAX L EGI DidAol kn&@vNhat Congress
recently passed permanent legislation for parishioners who
are: 70 1/2 Years of Age with--Individual Retirement
Aé(@t}-_l@ts (M)Fgr}d want to Give Tax Free to Your Parish or
Institution Tax Free!
Please consider a special Christmas or Year End gift. This
week, the parish has done repair work on the boilers that will
cost around $50,000, and we will need to replace the Parish
Center roof as well as put in a new conditioning system that
could cost around $300,000. We are still getting estimates,
and we need your help.
SI1 CK AND DEf@embefs &fthe parish are
remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful. If you know of
any current or former parishioners who are seriously ill or
b e rhavelp%ssed, or you know of any sick parishioners who need
Holy Communion brought to them, please call the rectory at
7 1-8 9-2 2 3aiad,let us know about their condition.
AA Bl G BOOKmeSsleWdiy $at-8,; 3 0BiRPM
the green building.
LOST AND FWdhivdseveral
pairs of glasses and sunglasses that have
been turned into us over the past few
months. If you think you may have lost a
pair in church, please contact the rectory.
FOOD COU PraxikSou for the restaurant coupons
you give us. We have many people who come to the Rectory
asking for money for a meal, and your donation greatly helps.
APARTMENTS WAVNhin h®Parkchester area. If
you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory.

cospELSCHOOL NEWS

Var sHotrysemen Gall op

Francisco Mattei scored a game-high 22 points as the varsity
Horsemen of St. Helena galloped over Our Lady of the
Assumption 47-32 in Tuesday night’s season opener at home.

o —

Chris Colter scored the opening bucket for the Horsemen,
followed by a two from Mattei and a three from Omari

Ward. Mattei would also score a three in the first quarter, the
only threes scored in the game, and the Horsemen jumped out to
an early 18-9 lead at the quarter, which they expanded to 30-17 at
the half.

Three Horsemen scored in double digits: Mattei with 22, Ward
with 13, and Colter with 10. Justin Hernandez added a two to
round out the scoring. Benny Castro scored a team-high eight
points for OLA. The Horsemen shot 3 for 6 from the free throw
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line, while OLA was 6 for 15. The cheerleaders were also present
at the season opener.

OLA did take the JV match 14-34. Six Horsemen put points on
the boards, including William Manning with a team-high four
points in the third, Jose Valez with the only team three in the
fourth, Jahli Ward with a two in the first, Kyle Austion with a
two in the second, Peter Logo with a two in the third, and Kevin
Vasquez with the only team free throw in the fourth.

Jaylen Pray was the only player in double digits, putting a game-
high 11 points on the boards for OLA. Nicholas Callari scored
two threes, the only threes scored for OLA, and a free throw for
seven points. OLA was 4 for 10 from the line, and the
Horsemen were 1 for 4.

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden,
Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,
Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carol Primak, Joan Ricci,

Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Bertha Mero,
Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Veronica Gonzalez, Ronald Horne,
Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,
Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan, Humberto Prieto,
Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro, Mariana Rivera, Annissa Ramratansingh,
Catherine Gregson, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:
Nicolas Randon, Sr. Jeanne Clare Scheer, O.P., Sgr. Paul Tuozzolo,
Danielle Govan, Ambrosio Galarza, Carmen Ortiz, Ann Pierce

COMMUNI TY ANNOUNC

T CHRI STMAS FLEAmnmMARKEY, De
in Mechler Hall at Holy Family Church, 2158 Watson Ave.
Find gifts, toys, jewelry, treasures and more. For more info
call7 1-86-31 5 6 .

ST. ANTHONY’ S$S1716 Mihfoe $treet, will
hold a Christmas Fair/Flea MarketonSunday, De
Cost per table $30. If you are interested in renting a table,
please contact the rectoryat 7 1-83-4 0 4 O .

FREE | NTERNATI ONAL CHRI ST
will take placeonFr i day, Dae8cPeMmtoreationa
displays begin at 6:30PM. After the concert, more treats and
a visit from Santa. Maryknoll, 55 Ryder Rd., Ossining. For
more info, call 9 1-4 415 9 0 .

ANNUAL COAT GlodiBaAaAMbfom 1
1 1 A-MP Mt Holy Cross School, 1846 Randall Ave.

A BRI TI SH Y thk Hrdnk dkcert Singers
35th Annual Holiday Concert, will be presented on S u n d 3
D e c .at41: 13 0aP 3 Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 1891 McGraw Avenue. Gen. Admission $20/
person, $35/couple, $15/senior or college student, $5/
student. For more info, call9 1-7 4-86 4 1

NOURI SHMENT F OR AfeloN & SORFS :
eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a
free monthly food package. F or more information, call
9198256mMww. nycommonpantry.

ANUNCI OS EN ESH
LA I NMACULADA CONCEPCI ON.
OBLI GACI ON. DHstasblamnidadle 8
celebraremos el miércoles 7 de diciembre en espaiiol, desde
las 7 pm. El jueves 8 de diciembre se tendran las misas
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regulares: 6.50 am; 8.30 am y 12.15 pm. Adicionalmente
habra misa a las 7.30 pm. T 0 d lassnisas del jueves son en
inglés.
FIESTA DE
de
el santuario de la Virgen en el parqueadero. 6 am Mi s a
Habra otra misa en espaiiol a las 6 pm con bendiciones para
los nifios. Mi s as e:1.50lam, 830 énsy 12.15 pm.
GRUPO DE ORBPo@dsisMN unes de
Ven a alabar al Sefior con tus hermanos y hermanas!!! Este
l unes 5 d endrkinos misa mlbsi7e p m
SESI ON FAMI LI AR PARA LOS
EN CLASES :DEkiemBr€ O. Incluye los padres
de todos los nifios que toman clases los miércoles en la
parroquia.
GRUPO SANTA MADREIghfoRi&EtSA :
proximamente los nifios del Jacobi Medical Center para traer
la presencia de Jesus, compaiiia y regalos. Le pedimosa ¢
f a mitrhet aala rectoria un regalo para U mifio o nifia.
I ndi gque egdiesparnaiion nillag la edad.
Digan que se los entreguen al P. Nelson quien se los dara al
grupo. Gracias por su generosidad.
FIESTA DE N3¥DDA®D: 17 de d
gi mnasi o d e DeSeansmueaea und fiespam
para toda la familia y para las diferentes culturas de nuestra
parroquia. Los tickets se venderan a: $15a d u;I$10 0 i fi d
(18 aflos y menos). Este afio hemos hecho un paquete
familiar que consiste: Papa, mama e hijos menores de 18
afios por $40. La idea es que la familia pueda participar.

M Ea@g n;Esi& comida, rifas, entretenimiento para los nifios
m by g0yenesqy una visita muy especial de..... Pedimos

d 0 n a c decanaenslos, sodas y comida.

LEGI ON DE WolRlsA:i er nes

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad.

LA VI RGEN DE GU
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Los catdlicos hemos comenzado un nuevo afio liturgico y es
igiporgangy \ver EeRmevimiento que esta sucediendo. Se trata de un
movimiento progresivo que comienza con Ad Vv i e(wetida),
contintia con la N a v i (daaighiento) y tiene su culminacion con la
E p i f amahifestacion). En total seran unas seis o siete
semanas fuertes en las que estaremos celebrando la misma Buena
Noticia: la venida del Sefior. Cada una de esas fechas apunta a lo
mismo: Cristo Jesus ha aceptado la mision del Padre de venir a
hacerse presente en nuestra historia, en nuestra vida, para
comunicarnos el amor del Padre, para comunicarnos su salvacion.

Hemos observado que, ademas del color plrpura y la Corona de
Adviento que se usa en la liturgia, en esta primera parte de la
estacion estamos escuchando, con bastante frecuencia, al profeta
| s adn & primera lectura. Por otra parte, nos damos cuenta el
Evangelio no lo estamos leyendo con el orden al que estamos
acostumbrados. La intencion de la liturgia con este movimiento es
mostrarnos que, mientras la primera lectura nos recuerda las
profecias del Antiguo Testamento con respecto al Salvador que
bria de venir y a la promesa de plenitud al final de los tiempos, el
Evangelio se acomoda para decirnos: Jestis de Nazaret es Aquel de
hablado esas profecias.

las palabras de | s a(elaps profetiza) y de J e s(éng
duibn sdcfmplen las promesas) nos invitan a la vigilancia. En la
vida espiritual hay que tener los “ojos del alma” bien abiertos, hay
que estar atentos y bien preparados en todo momento, porque la
venida del Seflor a nuestra vida sucede en los momentos mas
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inesperados: “Estén en vela, porque no saben qué dia vendra el
Serior.”

En esta semana sucedid un accidente aéreo en Colombia que me ha
opuesto a pensar en estas realidades de la vida. Un equipo de fitbol
de Brasil viajo a Medellin, Colombia, para jugar el 30 de noviembre
la final de la Copa Sudamericana de Futbol. Desafortunadamente el
piloto se equivoco al planear las horas de vuelo y la cantidad de
gasolina necesaria para llegar hasta el destino final y, casi llegando a
su destino, el avion se estrelldo. Alli perecieron setenta y un
pasajeros y sobrevivieron milagrosamente seis de ellos. Es
escalofriante ver el video que hizo uno de los jovenes jugadores del
equipo brasilefio, junto con sus compafieros y periodistas. Este video
le ha dado la vuelta al mundo, porque alli se muestra la alegria de
todos estos jovenes, llenos de vida por delante, que solo querian
disfrutar de su deporte y de la vida en general. Uno de ellos acababa
de recibir la noticia que su esposa esta embarazada.

Estas son historias de la vida real que suceden con frecuencia, cada
dia, en cualquier lugar del mundo. Es precisamente por eso que el
Dios de la vida nos recuerda permanentemente, que debemos estar
preparados para ese momento, no con temor, sino con la certeza de
saber que la linea que nos separa entre la vida y la muerte es en
realidad bastante fragil. ;Como podemos superar el temor a la
muerte repentina, o por enfermedad o por cualquier otra causa? Los
cristianos tenemos la respuesta clara: estando en comuniéon con
Jesus, quien es nuestro Salvador y siempre nos acompaiia.

Nosotros no tenemos por qué tener miedo, ni a la venida del final de
los tiempos, ni a la venida del final de nuestra vida. Si nosotros nos
sabemos amados y amamos a Aquel que ya di6 su vida por nosotros,
no tiene sentido temer su venida. Le tiene miedo quien ama aln sus
pecados, quien esta atado a ellos. Si odiamos el pecado y amamos a
quien vino a destruir el pecado, seremos capaces de vivir una vida
llena de esperanza y alegria aqui en la tierra, durante el tiempo que
se nos conceda, y tenemos también la certeza de vivir en plenitud
con El en el cielo, cuando llegue el momento del encuentro final que
marcara un nuevo comienzo para toda la eternidad.

Por eso San Pablo siempre decia que el cristiano no tiene manera de
perder, porque mientras estamos aqui podemos amarlo y dar
testimonio de ese amor, y cuando no estemos aqui es porque ya
estaremos en su presencia. Por lo tanto, en nada nos perjudica el no
saber cuando ni como vendrd, si estamos preparados.

De eso se trata el Adviento, de recordarnos la necesidad de estar
preparados. Jesus mismo nos lo dice con el ejemplo de lo que
sucedid con Noé: “Solo una familia supo darse cuenta de lo que se
les venia encima. Los que no supieron estar atentos, quedaron
anegados por las aguas de la tremenda inundacion.” En ese sentido
usa muchos otros ejemplos, como el de las diez muchachas que
esperan al novio de la boda (Mt. 25, 1-ss) o el del los talentos
prestados que debemos hacer fructificar (Mt 25, 14-ss). Siempre la
leccion es igual y se hace mas persistente en ésta época: “Hay que
estar preparados, con la casa en orden.”

Es importante tener presente que el Adviento no es sélo celebrar
unas semanas inscritas en un calendario, es mucho mas: es una
actitud espiritual, que aunque debe durar todo el afio, en este
tiempo recibe especial atencion.

Te has preguntado por qué el Sefior insiste tanto en el tema de estar
preparados? Ponte a pensar, si Jesis vino a cumplir una mision en
la tierra por nosotros, una mision que le costd abgjarse a ser como
nosotros, aceptar la humillacion de los que lo rechazaron, aceptar ser
crucificado de manera tan cruel, si todo eso lo hizo por la salvacion
eterna de t @lma, no significa eso que en realidad hay peligro de que
el alma no se salve? Creo que un catélico responsable debe hacerse
este tipo de reflexion de cuando en cuando.

Si no hubiera posibilidad de que nuestras almas se alejaran para
siempre de Dios, que es lo que llamamos infierno, entonces el
sacrificio de Jesus habria sido en vano. Pero si El que es Dios, un

Dios que nos ama, entregd hasta su vida por nuestra salvacion,
entonces creo que por logica debemos hacerle caso. Es probable que
algunos al comienzo de su peregrinaje atiendan el llamado del Sefior
por temor al castigo, pero poco a poco, durante el proceso,
aprenderemos a hacerle caso solamente por amor, solamente para
aprender a servir y amar por amor, solamente por el bien de seguir su
camino y de querer buscar su voluntad. Bendiciones. t @ b

Mass Intentions

SUNDAY, DecembSec odnd 2ulnday of
7: 30Hughes Family and Mary
9: 00Mel chora Abordo
10: 3Katherine Callaghan
12: ORamona V. Martinez
Cesar Augusto Rivera
Grandparents Blessing/
Napol eon and Maria de Ji menez;
de Jimenez; Birthdays, Altagr a
1: 30Dan and Mary Doherty
5: 00 Angel Acevedo
Our Parishioners
MONDAY, Decembkeadt @f01%t. Jul
6: 50For the Soul of Clarit
Villavicenc
8:30Mil dred and Walter Mur
12:18ichael Gui do
7:30ln Thanksgiving for Fa
TUESDAY, Decembemasd, o20 56 . Ni d
6: 50Francois Dossou
8: 30Renee Antoine (I ntenti
12: 15tephanie Fijalkowski
WEDNESDAY, Decembeastr,oR2036. A
6: 50Andrew Pugliese
8: 30For the Safety of Our
12: 15andra Weber
7: 30Mi ke Adorno (Health 1In
THURSDAY, Decembee BmmaoOubat e
6: 50Matilda and Joseph Car
8: 30Madeline and Dani el Do
12: 1Ral ph A. Cerbone Jr
7:30Dani el and Madeline Do
FRI DAY, DeeF.eaBs,t DF16St . Juan Di
6: 50Sandra Weber
8: 30Mami e Her man
12:16n Thanksgiving for Fa
SATURDAY, De c e mbFeera s1t0 ,o0 f2 OPlo6p e
6: 50Tel ma Anith and Family
8:30Carolyn Nelson Gonzale
12: 1Bl tagracia, Carmen, Jo
5:30Souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, Decembdhitd, S20déay of
7: 30Mabel Schoent hal er
9: 00Bridget and Pat Joe EAZ4g
10: 30C5r Jeanne Cl aire, 0. PH.
12:0Qulio Medina
Maria Castillo (5th Ye
Mi sa Del Di vino Ni fo
Luis Manuel Vega
1: 30Norah Bracken
5:00Marilyn Hender sémod | ke
Qur Parishioners
Readings for the Week ol

Sunda yl:1-10/Ps 72/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 Mo n d & $5:1-10/Ps
85/Lk 5:17-26 Tu e s thd0yl<11/Ps 96/Mt 18:12-14 We d n e slsd a
40:25-31/Ps 103/Mt 11:28-30 T h u r sGh&:9-15, 20/Ps 98/Eph 1:3-6,

11-12/Lk 1:26-38 F r i dsat§:17-19/Ps I/Mt 11:16-19S at urSd a y :

48:1-4,9-11/Ps 80/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 N e x t
Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11

Sls 35d-6ay10/Ps 146/
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