


FarrH, HOPE AND LOVE REMAIN. . .

*

FOURTH SUNDAY in
ORDINARY TIME

Weekend Masses,

Saturday, February 2:
5:00 PM James H. Vooght
Sunday, February 3:
9:00 AM Joann Roehrig
11:00 AM Kevin C. Manto, Jr.

Monday, February 4
8:00 Rose & Paul Madori

Tues., Feb. 5 - St. Agatha, Virgin / Martyr
9:00 Joann Roehrig

Wed., Feb. 6 - St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
8:00 Kevin Manto, Jr. (from Nov.16)

Thursday, February 7
9:00 Carmella Herbert

Friday, February 8
8:00 Lydia Rios

No Mass celebrated on Saturday morning

FIFTH SUNDAY in
ORDINARY TIME

Weekend Masses,

Saturday, February 9:
5:00 PM Philomena Tyrrell
Sunday, February 10:
9:00 AM Kitty & George Josling; Ellen Wright
11:00 AM Patricia Moore

Please pray for all our deceased parishioners, benefactors,
relatives and friends, especially: Andrew Brezina; Peter
Madrazo; Maxine Linton; Msgrs. Henry Morton (former pastor here);
William Burke; Anthony DallaVilla; William Schnabel.

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Miskit Airth;
Brian Amrhein; Robert Banks; the Berchtold Family; Sue Berry; El-
eanor Bessler; Sharon Bierman; Dolores Bonpietro; Ed Boyle; Con-
nie Brandin; Marie Broccoli; Frank Caramico; Albert Caravello; Lot-
tie Carney; Ronald Carr; Thomas Cashman; Elijah Charles; Nickolas
Civitano; Coddington Family; Rocky Collins; Mikie Congemi; Carl
Consolo; Donna Consolo; Paula Cornine; Thomas Coughlin; Anna
Courneya; Ronald Croce; William Cronic; Sue Currier; Helen Curcio
-Zeh; Diane Loomis Czahor; Donna Dalton; Reilly Davis; Rosemarie
Delia; Joan Delizza; Nancy Donohue; Thomas Dunn; Connie
Durante; Elizabeth Earl; Jerry Earl; Larry Eisen; Josephine Eman-
uele; Lillian Esposito; Robert Esposito; Rev. John Fanning; Shawn
Finneran; Jennifer Florio; Joe Franklin; Jake Gabriel; Lawrence
Gallott; Jim & Pat Gatens; Kevin Garvey; Matthew Germann; Amy
Giuseffi; Dillon Gleason; Erik Godfrey; Alex Goodman; Jenna

Graham; Robert Green; Karen Hackett; Mark Hairie; Jack Haley; Vic
Haring; Josh Harrison; Jill Hey; Steven Higgins; Ola Hillar; Dennis
Holohan; James Holden; Maggie Horne; Brenda Jansons; Conchita
Javier; Cliff Jessup; Carolyn Johnson; Colin Johnston; Nathaniel
Kegler; Fred, Margaret, Timothy & James Kinsella; Russell Kinsella;
Patricia Kirby; Aidan Kokakis; Alfred Kramer; Ron Kramer; Patricia
& Ed Krekorian; Kate Labuda; Verdanna Lawrence; Ojars Lasmanis;
Rick Lewis; Robert Linzer; Mr. Lynn; William Maher; Diana Martinez;
Eileen Maryrose; Tracy Motley; Tandy McClung; Maree McKinney;
James McMahon; Steve Melchionne; Terry Mills; Mickey Mirra;
Dawn Montforte; Kevin Moore; Liz Moore; Kenneth Moore; Robert
Morris; Brian Mortonson; Jennifer Motillo; Eileen Murphy; Sr. Mary
Murray, OP; Sharon Nelson; Margaret Nichols; Carol Niedermeyer;
Carole O’Neill; Donald Paccione, Sr., Piper Paddock; Patricia Par-
ish; Bobby Patchuoli; Florence Penzo; Susan & Janet Peters; Eieen
& John Pinsl; Gerry Ragusa; Regina Rahilly; Carolyn Ramsay;
Thomas Reinholz; John Rivera; Frank & Linda Roosa; Vivian Ruth-
erford; Ed Ryan; Vincent Sabastiano; Sheila Sciurca; Susan Sher-
idan; Loretta Spordone; Joan Springwalt; Aimee Swift; William Tap-
pan; Gary Texter; Therese Van DeBogart; Louis Vega; Christian
Vidale; Dominic Velardo; Rita Volpe; Catherine Wanner; Mary
Wardell; Joel & Joan Welsh; William Wetzel; Linda Williams; John
Williamson; Christian & Anna Wojtak; John Wolceck; Evelyn
Young; Esther Zeller.

SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURES

Next Sunday, the Fifth week in Ordinary Time, our
readings will be: Isaiah 6: 1 to 8; I Corinthians 15: 1
to 11; and Luke 5: 1 to 11.

* Go FIGURE!!

This logo is all over the internet as the symbol for
Faith, Hope and Love. More traditionally, Christians
have used an anchor for the middle symbol, Hope.
However, this is in tatoos, on stationery, on plaques,
counted cross-stitch, etc. There’s hope, yet ( pun
sincerely intended ).

ADULT CONFIRMATION
There may be members
of our congregation who
have not received the Sac-
rament of Confirmation and
would like to do so.

Please call the rectory
and leave your name and
best phone number; or you
can e-mail the parish at the
address on the front page of
this “Bulletin.” Once we
have some interest, we’ll set
a date to meet and decide
the best time for our class-
es, aiming at a Confirmation
ceremony in the spring or
summer.

“PETER’S PENCE” COLLECTION

The odd name of this collection goes back to a time
when money was counted in shillings and pence.
“Pence” was the smaller denomination, indicating that
the pennies of the poor supported works of charity,
initiated by the Holy Father in the name of all the
people of the Church.

But why a collection for the Vatican? Its opulence




and wealth are
and, to many people, scan-
dalous. Then, again, you
can’t sell the ceiling of the
Sistene Chapel or the Pieta.

The literature accom-
panying the notice for this
year’s collection contained a
story of the response of the
Holy Father’'s charity to a
natural disaster about which
we here in America had not even heard. The Vatican,
as well as being the center of the Roman Catholic
Church, is also a civil state, with embassies through-
out the world. They are staffed by an Apostolic
Delegate or a Papal Nuncio. Because of this dip-
lomatic corps, the Church is able to reach people
throughout the world quickly and efficiently. Now-
adays, a wire transfer takes mere seconds. The pope
is able to respond to crises and tragedies with emer-
gency funding you provide, often before even the
Red Cross or the UN agencies can get to the scene.
The “Peter’s Pence” is the pope’s discretionary fund
to meet such needs. It is one way the Church wit-
nesses throughout the world to the mercy of God in
Christ Jesus.

Early in February, your boxed set of envelopes will
tell you that it is time for this year’s Peter’s Pence
collection. The parish will “tithe” a portion of that
weekend’s Offertory as well.
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THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH

Sunday, February 3
Religious Education Classes Grades K thru 6

Monday, February 4, 7 PM
Choir rehearsal

Sunday, February 10
Religious Education Classes Grades K thru 6

COLLECTION REPORT: JANUARY 26 & 27

MASS ATTENDANCE COLLECTION
5PM 60 $ 2,236.00
9 AM 90 $ 1,397.00
11 AM 80 $ 1.427.00
Totals 230 $ 5,060.00

The weather rebounded a bit from the disaster of
Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend . . . but attendance
was still sluggish. 230 is even lower than the lowest
ever for the last ten years. Even in 2018, when eerily
thick fog made driving perilous, we had 15 more
worshipers back then than we did last weekend. The
very large Offertory Collection reflects the gifts of
those trapped in the previous weekend’s ice storm.

EXPENDITURES THROUGH JANUARY 27

Cathedraticum (monthly) $ 1,260.00
Cath. School Support (monthly) $ 400.00
Clergy pension (monthly) $ 690.00
Clergy medical (monthly) $ 1,300.00
Liability insurance (monthly) $ 1,100.00
Snow removal $ 700.00
Religious education expense $ 75.95
Household expense $ 73.53
Contracted service $ 750.00
Total $ 6,349.48
HMON WHO WERE
i PAUL MIK1
YT =x £ COMPANIONS ?
]‘; ; In 1597, Emperor Hide-
s K yoshi ordered the cru-
]

cifixion of twenty-five Cath-
olics as part of purging
foreign influence in Japan.
Paul Miki was a Jesuit stu-
dying for the priesthood.
Among his companions
were six Franciscan friars,
several members of Third
Order groups and two lay
people. One of the Fran-

ciscans was a native Mex-
ican, Felipe de Jesus, the first martyr from among the
Indigenous peoples of the Americas.

“CHILDREN OLD ENOIGH TO UNDERSTAND”

Last weekend’s First reading ( Nehemiah 8:2 to
10) contained this odd phrase . The story described
a religious ritual. Similar to the way we do for the
Gospel, the people stood to hear the scroll of the
Torah. They responded with an acclamation and a
unified physical gesture. The congregation was made
up of adults and “those children old enough to under-
stand.” What age would they have been ? Male He-
brews were considered adults around age 12 ( remem-
ber the “finding of Jesus in the Temple” ? ! ) Since
that may have signaled the completion of Torah
studies for Jewish boys at Jesus’ time, “old enough
to understand” must have been younger. But how
young ? Was it like Neil Diamond’s “Brother Love’s
Show,” where you “pack up the babies and grab the
old ladies and everyone goes”? Or was it more
selective? Nehemiah’s expectation seems to have
been that the eligible children were supposed to learn
at Liturgy. Our parishes nowadays have children
primarily learn in classroom settings. They get haul-
ed off to Mass as if it were an additional chore or
burden. For over a century our superlative and almost
unique Catholic parochial schools imparted the faith
to grade school children. But before the Catholic
schools, how did we ? At home, probably; at Mass,
most likely. Is there a lesson here for the future task
of initiating and indoctrinating upcoming generations
of Catholic kids “old enough to understand” ? Just
saying....




In the last edition of “The Bible Tells Me
S50," we loohed at some of the hot-button issues
fracturing the Cornthian Church. And who doesn’t
love a nice, juicy scandal '7 Large portions of |
Corinthians are dewvofed to setfling these issues.

However, one
problem Jeads o a
blockbuster passage in
Chapter 11 - preju-
dice and stinginess at
the parish Pot Luck
Supper. The celebra-
ticn of Eucharist was a
community  fellows hip
at which the words of

] Institution spoken by
Jesus were pronounced owver the bread and wine
during the meal. Scripiures, if any were available,
were read and Psalms sung;, but it was a real meal.
People browught stuff fo share. At Corinth, there
was litfle sharing. The wealthier members of the
community brought fasty freats fo share amomg
themselves while the poor went hungry. This
snobbery and selfishness created a hostile af-
mosphere for the celebration of Eucharist Saint
Paul tells the Corinthians thaf they are “guilfy” of
the Body and Blood of the Lord: their lack of charity
is a sin against the Church, which is Christ's Body.

In the midst of berating the Corinthians for
this fravesty, Sainf Pawl explains how he “passed on
to you what | myself received.” This provides us
with a window info fhe very beginning of “Church. ™
The feaching he gives here is what we call
“formulaic.” i is 3 sef piece meant fo be memorized
and passed on. If Saint Pawl “received™ i, that
means he leamed in in the late 30's, at the time of
his own Bapiism. If it was a set piece at that time,
when was it “set” 7 K would have to have been in
the early 30s. He leamed of it in Damascus. Dam-
ascus was far enough from Jerusalem that it woulhd
have been a “mission” founded by an Apostle. The
sef piece, then, can be presumed fo be a teaching
given by an actual associate of Jesus.

Since Saint Paul uses their belief in the Real
Presence as a cudgel with which fo beaf the
Corinthians for their lack of charify; and since this
“formula™ is fraceable back fo the very beginning of
things; we can be confident that — although the
phrase “Real Presence” was nof coined until many
centuries later — the doctrine was there from the
start.

In Chapters 13 and 14, S5aint Paul fackles the
fractiows problem of “charisms.™ Sfrange phen-
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omena such as “glossalalia” - speaking in
languages unknown to the speaker — and random
outpourings of prophesy were being furmed into
 bragging righfs.” Closely allied to the problem of
Gnosticism, these weird buf impressive behaviors
were fearing at the fabric of the Church. Nah-nah!
My charism is beffer than your charism! God loves
me more!

In the process
or sorting ouf the
Corinthian  Charisma-
tics, Saint Paul evolves
a central doctrine of
Catholicism - the fwin
truths of the working of
the Haoly Spirit Third
Person of the Tnune
God; and the image of
the Church as Chrst's Body, Head and members
working fogether to fulfill the plan of God. Perhaps
more than any ofhers, these two fruths have
energized ordinary Chrstians throughowt the
cenfures and defined Christianify as unigue among
the world's refigions.

h[:-.i.._..
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[ In the eary 1960s, at Duguesne University
in Pittsburgh, the phenomenon of glossalalia
erupted suddenly among Catholic students. Long a
feature of Pentecostal Protestant groups, it was not
only foreign to Catholic experience but also both
suspect and an object of ridicule. However, the
book and movie, “The Cross and the Swifchblade”
was wildly popular at the time and influenced the
young adults. Mext thing you know . . . . [ Remember
last edition’s mention of “Jesus Freaks.”)

When your pastor was young im ministry, a
Charismatic group in one parish where he served
experienced just such phemnomena as speaking im,
and inferpretation of, tongues. And, sure enough,
their sense of their own superiorty owver the
“ordinary” parishioners was, indeed, tearing the
parish apart. ]

In Chapfer 14, Saint Pauwl again wses the
precise formula, “1 handed on fo you what | myself
received,” this fime fo describe the appearances of
the risen Christ. In the process, he distinguishes
the bald facts, namely - Jesus was crucified, He
died, He was buried and He rose - from their
significance. 5t Paul finds, wsing Old Testament
scriptures, that Jesus died “for owr sins”; and
that He rose “on the third day”™ because, in the ONd
Testament, many of God's saving acts take place
“on the third day. ™



Finally, the risen Lord was “seen.™ Saint
Fawl ticks off a number of appearances, some
described in various gospels, others unigue fo his
sources from the early 30s. Together, they make a
convincing case for Chrst's Resurrecfion.

Building on this namafive, Sainf Paul com-
bats the claim of some sophisticated Corinthians
that yow and | are not destined for resurrection. He
says, "If there is no resurmection of the dead, then
Christ is nof raised.” Modern Catholics would see it
just the opposite: “If Christ did nof Ase from the
dead; then neither will we." MNevertheless, it is
FPaul’s conclusion that matters: W Christ is not
raised, we hawve believed in wvain. We are still in our
sins. We are the most deluded of people.™ | see ]
Corninthians 15; 14 fo 19 ) Thaf just about sums up
Christianity in one short senfence!

We'll end this essay with 2 beginning. When
we write a letfer — or even send an e-mail — we be-
gin, “Dear Whoever.” Then we get right to the
substance of the letfer. No so, Hrst Cenfury
writers. Ancienf leffers began by idenfifising the
sender along with his or her connecfion fo the
receiver; then thaf recipient was named, along with
some honorfic tithe; or the sender detailed his or
her attachment fo the recipient.

Saint Paul wsed the same sifyle in his
Epistles. We have a fendency fo skip over the
infroductions as though they did nof maffer. But
they contain clues fo the Aposfle's atfitude toward
the Christian community fo whom he is wrifing -
compassion, anxiefy, anger, efc. Very offen, the
opening saluiation gives us a snapshot of the issue
that prompfed Paul to write and the direction his
answer will take.

| Corninthians begins with Saint Faul
describing himself as “called by God's will fo be an
apostie of Christ Jesus. ™ This strikes af the heartf of
the opposition fEcfion in Corinth, who were
challenging his “credentizls”™ as an “Apostie.™ We
are so used fo hearing the fitle “the Apostle Paul™
that we do mot realize how confentious if was for
him to include himself among The Twele. The
word “credentials" is in gquofes because, of course,
there were no actwal documents guaratesing
Apostle-hood. Paul grounds his authority as a peer

to Peter, Andrew, James, John and the others in his
experience of the Risen Jesus on the road fo
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He identifies his fargef audience as “the
Church of God which is in Coninth.” Sainf Paul says
that they “hawve been called by Christ fo be a holy
People.” Here Pauwl is putfing the Corinthians on
notice that their scandalows lack of holiness, or
even common human decency, will occupy large
portions of this leffer.

Then Paul does something he rarely does in
his opening remarks. He addresses an unspecified
groug of “those who, wherever they may be, call on
the name of the Lord, Jesws Christ, their Lord and
owrs.” This is a slap in the face fo the elife in the
Corinthian community who felt themselves superior
to everyone because of their charisms. The next
line retums FPawl to his fradifional gresting of
“grace and peace ™ In this case, however, he
means it to be ironic, since there s neither grace
nor peace at present among the Corinthians.

Saint Pauwl then spends a whole paragraph
“thanking God” for these very charisms, sefting up
the argument that he will pursue lafer in the letfer. i
is essential that he gef the readers “on his side,” so
to speak, so that they can bear his criticisms. N is
equally essenfial for him to establish the legitimacy
of the phenomenon of the chansmatic gifis them-
selves because — if they are genwine — they come
from God  This is 3 matfer of faith and of docfrine.
Much of Saint Paul's effort throughourt the letfer will
be spent in separating emor and bad will from the
essential goodness of the Holy Spirit's acfion
within the Corinthian Church

For the next few edifions of “The Bible Tells
Me 50, we'll watch Saint Paul do just that.




