Parish Communities
St. Mary & St. Philip Benizi
Pastor: Rev. Leo LeBlanc x24 • fathrleb@gmail.com

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Frederick A. Coggins x29 • fcoggins@stmarysgrafton.org
Business Manager: Lisa Stewart x11 • lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org
St. Mary Office - 508-839-3993
Fax - 508-839-1330
Website - www.stmarysgrafton.org
Weekend Mass Schedule St. MarySaturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:30 &10:30 AM Mass-time
nursery'
Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 7:45 AM
Daily Mass Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
St. Philp Office - 508-839-3325
Fax - 508-839-1310
Religious Education - 508-839-9130
Email - stphilipsgrafton@gmail.com
Mass Schedule
St. Philip Sunday 9:00 AM

*Parish Secretary St. Mary: Jill Sullivan x10
*Parish Secretary St. Philip: Carole LeBlanc—cleb1329@aol.com
*Director of Religious Ed St Mary/ St. Philip– Darleen Farland x 12 dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
*Administrator of Religious Ed St. Mary/St. Philp– Carole LeBlanc
*Religious Ed. Secretary: Jill Sullivan x10 jsullvan@stmarysgrafton.org
*Organist/Dir. Music: Pamela Cross x37 p.cross@shoplegacy.com
*Safe Environment Coordinator St. Mary : Joan Shanley jfs34@msn.com
*Safe Environment Coordinator St. Philip: Carole LeBlanc
cleb1329@aol.com
*St Vincent de Paul Society of St Philip/St Mary at 508 839-3993 x 35. All
information is kept strictly confidential .

* Youth Group Ministry-youthgroup@stmarysgrafton.org

BULLETIN NOTICES: To Carole by 6:00 PM Mondays. Email cleb1329@aol.com
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 3-3:30 PM on Saturday and by appointment. Monday - Thursday, following the 8:00 AM Mass.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated at either the 4pm Saturday Mass or the 10:30 Sunday Mass at St. Mary& 9am Mass Sundays at St.
Philip. Please speak to Fr. Leo after Mass. ( The sacrament may be celebrated at another time for serious reason.)
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact Fr. LeBlanc at least one year prior to the tentative wedding date.
CARE FOR THE SICK: The Visiting Eucharistic Ministers of St Mary/St Philip Benizi Parishes are available to bring the Eucharist to you at home or your rehab facility. Please call
the church office at 508-839-3993 or call Noreen McConville (VEM coordinator) at 508-839-5313 to schedule home visits.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please introduce yourself to Fr. LeBlanc, Deacon Coggins or a greeter after Mass. Visit the office or log into the website . We want to know and serve you.
We hope that you will become members of our parish community.
R.C.I.A.- Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
RCIA is the process of welcoming adults into full membership in the Church. It is for you, or
someone you know:
v who has never been baptized
v who was baptized in another Christian tradition
v who was baptized Catholic, but has never celebrated the sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation
Contact Darleen at 508-839-3993 X 12 for more info. Share this notice with someone you know who may be interested.

St. Philip

St. Mary

St Philip Parish
Oct 7– Michael Cherry requested by family
Oct 14–Month mind, Helen Stone requested by Eva &
Francis Bolack, Deceased members of the Corey family
requested by family
Oct 21– Helen LaPan requested by a friend
Oct 28– Deceased members of the Polselli family by parish
Nov 4– Deceased members of the Chartier family by
the parish, Helen Stone requested by the Wednesday
Morning Group
******************************************************************
Calendar of Events for St. Philip and St. Mary
Eucharist Adoration Wednesdays St Mary
Oct 7– Coffee Social after morning Mass, St Philip
Oct 27– Parish Dinner at St. Philip details coming….
Nov 4– Teen Safe Environment Training @ St. Philip
6pm

St. Mary Parish
“Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure.” Saint John Paul II

Saturday-4:00pm Birthday Mary Hebert requested by family
Sunday-7:30am –Parishioners of St. Mary’s parish
10:30am – 13th anniversary Mahlon Brewer requested by
Mary Brewer and children
Monday– 7:45 Morning Prayer
8:00 Morning Mass– Helen Stone
Tuesday -7:45 Morning Prayer
8:00 Morning Mass– John LaPointe
Wednesday– 7:45 Morning Prayer
8:00 Morning Mass– open intention
Thursday– 7:45 Morning Prayer
8:00 Morning Mass– open intention
Saturday- 4:00pm Nancy Spyker requested by Denise
Spence & Janet LaMarche
********************************************************************** Sunday-7:30am – Parishioners of St. Mary Parish
10:30am – Deceased parishioners of St. Mary Parish
Sunday Collection 9-30-2018
*******************************************************************
$1511
Sunday Collection 9-28-2018
Thank you for your continued support
$$5,852.50
*******************************************************************
Thank you for your continued support
Rosary-After Sunday morning 9am Mass, the Rosary will
********************************************************************
be recited in the Chapel, please join us.
******************************************************************* Meeting for the St. Mary's Prayer Shawl Ministry will be held
on Saturday October 20th from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. down27TH Sunday in Ordinary Time
stairs in room #5 of the church. All
“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of
are welcome to attend, adult knitthe field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the
ters, beginner adult knitters and
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
crocheters. The ministry is looking
man called every living creature, that was its
name.” (GENESIS 2:19) The creation story reminds us of for knitters or crocheters to assist in making shawls, blantwo important points. First, since the start, God has put the kets, hats, mittens and scarves for those in need. Easy patterns are available. We would like to extend an invitation to
entire world into our care. Second, stewardship has been
parishioners of St. Philip's Church to join us in our minisaround since the beginning of mankind, it isn’t something
try. For more information contact Pat Morse at 508 839recently invented by the Church. Just as past generations
6070. Please join us in a rewarding ministry. We meet every
built our Church, it is now our responsibility to continue to
third Saturday of the month. The Prayer Shawl Ministry
nurture and develop these gifts for future generations.
meets September through May.
**************************************************************
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Listening Sessions for parishioners who
need to speak

************************************************************************
PERFECT EXAMPLE OF AN AMERICAN CALLED
TO HOLINESS

Fr. Leo will make himself available after each Mass the
weekend of Oct 6 & 7 to all parishioners who need to
speak about the recent wave of abuse of minors by clergy
and other church personnel that has recently been on the
media, as well as the accusations against Cardinal McCarrick. This is primarily a listening session and not meant to
be a debate on all sides if the issues, I as pastor, need to
hear the pain and turmoil people feel. The format is similar
to that of 12 step meetings where people can speak freely
without judgement, argumentation or debate. I and others
present are here to listen to what you
have to say. My hope as pastor is that
these will offer perhaps the beginning
of a healing process.

To all parishioners and friends, you are invited to attend a movie on one great example in America of someone who was called
to holiness and lived that out: WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? This is the story of Mr. Fred Rogers who devoted his who
life ministry in helping children love themselves as they are:
children of God. Please join us at St. Mary's Parish Hall this
Sunday, October 7 at 4 PM. The movie is 90 minutes long. It is
a wonderful movie for
discussion.

970

October 7, 2018

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
HOW AM I A “CHILD OF GOD”?

Interestingly, we just celebrated the Feast of St. Therese of Lisieux, who is
now a doctor of the Church, for her contribution to the development of the Spirituality of Childhood. In his exhortation, Pope Francis addresses two modern
heresies that continue in the hearts of many Catholics: Modern Gnosticism and
modern Pelagianism. Without oversimplification, modern Gnosticism has to do
with a certain mindset that they have the right answers and the right theology,
even though they are a minority among Catholics. This heresy is present in
both “conservative and liberal Catholics.” They believe that they are enlightened, even though it is contrary to Church
documents and beliefs. As to modern Pelagianism, there are Catholics who are convinced that all Catholics should
be doing things a certain way, their way. They often are rigorists when it comes to devotions, penances and liturgy.
For example, some are convinced that the Latin Tridentine Mass is the only true way to celebrate Holy Mass.
(Although this is acceptable, celebrating Mass in the language of the people and following the norms of Vatican II is
also very acceptable for Catholics.)
As the Nicene Creed proclaims, we each profess: “I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church.” This is at
the heart of the Gospel of today and of Pope Francis’ exhortation to holiness. We are members of the family of God,
that is, the Church. We are called to the oneness that is at the heart of our Trinitarian God. In our Gospel, to test Jesus the Pharisees (their very name means “the separate ones”) asked his opinion on divorce. Jesus goes beyond
Moses back to the Book of Genesis. He states that God, from the beginning, joined them as one. He replies,
“Therefore, what God has joined, let no one separate.” The physical union of husband and wife is a sacramental revelation of the deeper spiritual truth of communion.
Separation consciousness focuses on surfaces and superficiality, where everything seems unconnected and detached. Jesus would have us go deeper to a consciousness of oneness with God and with each other. In fact in His
very Person, Jesus is the paradigm of this new awareness that everything is one. And the source of this unity is God,
Our Father. Divorce and separation is indicative of our separation and sinfulness. Children are the fruit of our seeking
unity with each other and with God. And to embrace a child is to embrace the least and therefore to embrace Christ.
And to embrace Christ is to embrace God.
In my actions, do I foster unity or separation? Are there people, or certain kinds of people that I avoid, maybe
out of fear, or judging them to be repulsive? Do
I secretly hold the view that the practice of my
Christianity puts me a cut above others? Or
does my view of holiness put me on the same
level as public sinners that I know? Do I at
times criticize or counsel other Catholics or
Christians because they are not doing it right
or not following the rules of the Church, as I
see it. Do I believe that in God’s eyes, there are
some Christians who are more noble, and there
are some who are less noble? Or do I truly see
everyone as a child of God? Do I see “my brand
of theology” as better than what most Catholics
follow? Do I secretly feel superior to other
Catholics or Christians because of the way I
practice and live my faith? Or do I really believe
that “all is gift” and could be taken away, if God
so wished, and that even my cooperation with
God’s grace is a gift? Because of this, I am no
better than “the bums on the street” or “the
public sinners” that I know.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Father Daughter Dance
The D.J. is ready and invitations are going out! This dance is for Girls in Grades 1-6 and a significant
male in their lives; be it their Dad, Grampa, an Uncle, …someone they enjoy spending time with. The
date is Friday, October 19th at 7:00pm at St. James Parish Center. Please send your RSVP back as
soon as possible. The deadline for response is Tuesday, October 9th. We are also in need of help with
set-up, clean-up, and refreshments: baked goods, fruit, and beverages. Please contact Celeste Allain
(catstjames@aol.com) at St. James Parish or Darleen Farland (dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org) at St. Mary/St. Philip parishes for registration forms.
****************************************************************************************************************************************************
Market Sunday’s Outreach Program “ Neighbors Helping Neighbors”
As you shop for your family, think of those we help every month. We welcome anything you usually buy for your family. In particular, we could use: juice boxes and kids snacks, mayonnaise, coffee& tea, rice pilaf, Lipton Sides & Hamburger Helper, cookies &
crackers, Raisin Bran, pancake mix & syrup, paper products. We are so blessed to have such generous parishioners and grateful
for your ongoing support. If you know of anyone struggling to provide for their family, please contact the St Vincent de Paul Society of St Mary/St Philip. at 508 839-3993 x 35. All information is kept confidential.

***************************************************************************************************************************** ***************
Diocesan Youth Rally
The Diocesan Youth Rally will take place on Sunday, Nov. 4 from 1-6 pm at Assumption College at the Laska
Gym. Join hundreds of other youth from around the Diocese for a day of music, speakers, breakout sessions,
and Mass with Bishop McManus! This event is open to youth in 9-12th grade. Cost is $15/person. To register
your group or to get more information about the day, go to neworcester.org/diocesan-high-school-youthrally. Deadline to register is October 24!
***************************************************************************************************************************** ***************
Please consider volunteering for one or all of the events listed, we welcome teens and
adults to help us:) These are great service hours for the teens:)
Oct 8– Rebuilt @ St. Mary ( greeters at door)
Oct 18– set-up for the Father Daughter Dance from 6:30-8 at St James
Oct 19th– Father Daughter Dance from 6:30 to 9:30 at St. James
Youth Ministry Veterans Dinner– 3-6:30 contact Ed Romeo at eromeo795@gmail.com
***************************************************************************************************************************** **************
St. Philip Benefit Pork Dinner Saturday October 27, 2018. Serving begins at 5:00 pm
Hosted by the Confirmation Class of 2018
Proceeds to benefit the Daigle/Rixham Fire Relief Fund
Come on by and say hi to Norm, Jean, Randy & Debra
50/50 raffle
Admission $10.00,,,,TICKETS ON SALE , please see Carole LeBlanc St. Philip office, Lisa Stewart St Mary Office
and Celeste Allain St. James office. Tickets will be sold after 9am Mass at St. Philip Parish.
***************************************************************************************************************************** ***************
Sacrament of Reconciliation Parent Cluster Meeting: On Wednesday, October 10th at St. James parish in South
Grafton, there will be a meeting for parents of children preparing for this sacrament. Our speaker will be Miss Sue Landry.
Sign up sheets will be available for Masses for First Eucharist Celebrations. There will be 2 options available. Sunday May
5th at 9:00 am at St. Philip or Saturday May 11th at St. mary. Please come prepared to select a date.
***************************************************************************************************************************** ***************
Taize moves to Blessed Sacrament Church
The Taize group that has been singing at Assumption College for six years has moved to Blessed Sacrament Church, 551
Pleasant St., Worcester. All are welcome to the next service on Sunday, Oct.14 at 7pm. The Taize (pronounced Ta-zay)
tradition is a style of sacred music and prayer developed in France after World War II by Catholic and Protestants to come
together in song and prayer for peace in the world and unity in the Christian faith. Songbooks are available to join in the
song if desired. It will continue on the second Sunday of the month through December.

4

970

Tom Corcoran Visit to St. Mary, N. Grafton
10/08/18 6pm-8pm ‘Meeting them where they’re at’…Who are they? Where are they? How do we
reach them? Tom Corcoran, co-author of Rebuilt, will share his Baltimore parish experiences of effectively building a dynamic youth program, developing Small Group fellowship communities that inspire
discipleship, and revamping the homily message to appeal to the barely participating, as well as the
devout Catholic. All are invited to join us at St. Mary Church, N. Grafton, on Monday, October 8, 2018,
6-8PM. Light refreshments will be available; admission is free. Email smallgroups@stmarysgrafton.org to RSVP or to
contact us with questions. You may also call the St. Mary Parish Office at (508)839-3993 x10.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lasagna Night for Veterans Shelter
Wow! It’s almost October again! That means it’s time for the Veterans Ministry of St. Mary, St. Philip, and St. James, to
sponsor our semi-annual Lasagna Night for the veterans at the shelters in Worcester and Shrewsbury, and the women
veterans shelter and their kids in Worcester, on October 15, 2018. We are asking for your help with lasagna, brownies,
and ice-cream. If you volunteer to prepare lasagna, please do NOT bake it. A pan with cover will be provided. All donations should be dropped off in the church kitchen by 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 14, 2018. There is a signup sheet on
the Soup Kitchen table in the gathering space. Your help is greatly appreciated. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mini Retreat in Worcester
“The Armor of God, Dusting Ours Off” -- This mini retreat to remind us of, and help us navigate the spiritual battles being
waged around us and against us. Join us Saturday, Oct. 13, from 8:30 am—1 pm at Sacred Heart-St. Catherine of Sweden Parish Hall, 600 Cambridge St. Worcester. Door prizes and raffles too! Tickets are $15.00 (includes lunch). Tickets
available by calling the rectory, 508-752-1608 by October 10.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mini-Retreat for Women
The Commission for Women of the Diocese of Worcester invites you to join us for a Mini-Retreat for Women on Saturday,
October 20, 8:30 am – 1:30 pm at St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Main St., Shrewsbury. The day will begin with Mass at 8:30 AM,
followed by registration and coffee/pastries. Lunch will be included with the $15 offering, and the program will conclude by
1:30 p.m. Our facilitator will be Jaymie Stuart Wolfe, a featured speaker at numerous spiritual events, conferences and
retreats throughout the Archdiocese of Boston and beyond. She combines inspirational music with spoken reflection, and
has produced numerous recordings of original music. The program will leave you with a stronger sense of who God is and
how He wants to be in your life, and who you are and can be in Him and for each other. The registration fee (checks
made payable to Commission of Women) can be mailed to Pamela Ashmankas, 5 Millbury Terrace, Millbury,
MA 01527, by October 11th. Further information and registration form may be found at www.worcesterdiocese.org/
commission-for-women.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Worcester Catholic Women’s Conference – November 10
Tickets are going fast! Register today for the Worcester Catholic Women’s Conference to be held on Saturday, November
10, 2018 at Assumption College. Come and be renewed by dynamic talks from outstanding national Catholic leaders including Professor Helen Alvaré, Dr. Janet E. Smith, Susie Lloyd, Mother Mary Assumpta Long, O.P., and Susan
Conroy. Confessions will be available and Mass will be celebrated by Bishop McManus. More details and registration
information are available atwww.worcestercatholicwomensconference.com or call Corinn at 508-277-3969. Seating is
limited.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Germany’s Limburg Cathedral Boys Choir to Perform at Assumption College
Assumption College will host the world-renowned Limburg Cathedral Boys Choir of Germany for a concert on Tuesday,
October 2 at 7 p.m. in the acclaimed Jeanne Y. Curtis Performance Hall in the College Tsotsis Family Academic Center,
500 Salisbury Street, Worcester. The concert is free and the general public is welcome. The concert program includes a
variety of religious and secular music in the classical European tradition, featuring arrangements by Heinrich Schütz, Felix
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy and Anton Bruckner. Director and Choir Master Mr. Andreas Bollendorf will lead the performance.
***************************************************************************************************************************** **************
Seeking Used Car
The Office for Vocations is seeking a used car for a seminarian who is assigned to full-time ministry in the Diocese of
Worcester this academic year. If a parishioner, priest or deacon in the Diocese will soon be purchasing a new car, and
wishes to gift their used car to a seminarian, please contact Fr. Jim Mazzone at jmazzone@charter.net or 508-3405788. Fr. Mazzone will coordinate all the paperwork required to gift your car to a seminarian.
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Roney Funeral Home
508-839-4491
The Roney Family
Serving Grafton for over 60 years

Worcester Area’s
LOWEST CASH PRICES

Neo-Neapolitan Pizza Is Finally HERE!
Visit our website for full details:
www.anziosbrickovenpizza.com
508.839.4900
135 Westboro Rd., N. Grafton

307 Hartford Tpk.
Shrewsbury MA 01545
508-753-7221

Maureen Bane, Owner

Authentic
Mexican
Commercial & Residential
Food!
Free Estimates • Fully Insured Greatest Margaritas Around!
P.J. Heffernan
Live Bands Every Sat. Night!
508-839-2992
508-839-8800
75 Worcester St., • N. Grafton
Mobil: 508-958-6994

See what
Home Furnishings • Painting Workshps. & Spec. Events
www.SignatureFinishesGrafton.com

204 Worcester St. No. Grafton
508-839-9900

The
Buggy Whip

Rosaries From Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

For All Your Catering Needs
343 Providence Rd.
So. Grafton, MA

841 MAIN STREET
Friendly Service for over 35 Years
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
185 Memorial Dr., Shrewsbury, MA www.rosariesfromflowers.com
508-839-3458
(978) 851-9103
www.buggywhipcatering.com
508-845-9850

color

FOR ALL YOUR HOME MAINTENANCE
& HANDYMAN NEEDS
FÙ EÝã®ÃãÝ • F®Ù RãÝ • F®Ä RÝç½ãÝ

can do
for you!

Brian Bresnahan, Owner
South GraŌon, MA (508) 768-8027
www.bresnahanhomeimprovement.com

to advertise in color,
please call us at
John Patrick Publishing

800-333-3166

Serving Auburn Since 1914

Visit our new Collision Repair Facility on Rt. 20
www.fullerautomotive.com
We handle all aspects of your insurance claim
including Hassle Free Rentals.
Simply DROP your car and go!!
505 Washington St., Auburn • 508-832-6352
Jim Collette

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161
Boucher Energy
Systems, Inc.
World Class HVAC
www.boucherenergy.com

Since 1981
88 Millville Rd., Mendon, MA 01756

508-473-6648

Auto Body & Mechanical Svcs.
by the Collette Family Since 1939
508-839-4495
ColletteMotorsInc.com
37 Main St., So. Grafton, MA

Personalized Financial Planning
& Asset Management

Peter F. Cardoza, CFP®
508-839-1040

songbirddental.com
508-842-8100

www.csrfinancial.com
Two Grafton Common • PO Box 288
Grafton, MA 01519

Bob Collette

Eat, kiss, and smile with more confidence.

555 Main Street
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

FORMERLY OF MORDERN DENTISTRY

To advertise your
business in
this weekly bulletin,
contact us at
1.800.333.3166
or visit us at
www.jppc.net

Wedding
Invitations &
Holiday Cards

Log onto www.jppc.net
conveniently from your
home or office.
Online Catalog • Online Ordering
Online Proofing
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!
SHIPPING

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low.
Contact us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help
Save you money with your monthly payments on your
commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, Office Building,
Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 45 days!
Four season customer service is our top priority.

Call us today 215-586-1575 or 267-251-0341

www.duqfunding.com
3900 City Avenue, Ste. 107 • Philadelphia, PA 19131

Susan A. Flynn
Broker/Owner/Realtor
Parishioner

508-612-4380
www.SusanFlynn.com

Susan A. Flynn

This
Space
is
Available!

800-333-3166
ext. 161
970 St. Mary/St. Philip Grafton, MA (FX)

RAY McGINLEYAuthor of What to do with a Pot of Gold and other short stories

THERESA’S
SECRET LEGACY
Investigation of a court reporter’s
suicide turns up surprises as her
brother uncovers a circle of love,
money, and ambition.

This novel was a finalist in the Christian Writers
of the West Rattlers contest.
Learn more at www.AuthorRay.com

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

