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Deirdre Nemeth 
Director of Religious Formation 
908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 

 

Amilee Bishop 
Youth Minister 
908-295-8104 
stvincent@boldym.com 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 

 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
 

Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass)  
Saturday —5:00PM 

     

Sunday  
8:30AM, 10:30AM  

and 6:00PM 
 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

8:30AM and 7:00PM* 
Monday-Friday 

                          *weekdays in Lent 

 

8:30AM-Saturday 
                           

“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 

file://svdpparish/parish/abonacci/My Pictures/st john bosco.htm
tel:908-295-8104
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY      February 19th  
8:30AM                           Nina Rappuano (Living) 

               Susie Matinho 
                 Tom and Carol DeGraaf 

 

7:00PM  Delia Clemente (Living) 
   Eva Russo 

 

TUESDAY     February 20th  
 8:30AM                         John Bonacci 

         Aileen Oster 
                                           Vincent and Virginia Corsentino 

 

7:00PM      Chelo M. Fortich 
      Carmen Inez Banegas 

 

WEDNESDAY               February 21st  
                  Saint Peter Damian, Bishop  
                    and Doctor of the Church  

8:30AM                            Kathleen Candela 
                        Rosemary Helsrich 

                 Mary Sheridan 

 

7:00PM                            Keith Latham 
   Susie Matinho 

 

THURSDAY       February 22nd  
                        The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle  
8:30AM                            The Ng Family (Living) 
                                             Albert Parillo 
                                             Joan Selkaitis 

 

7:00PM   Mary Sheridan 
   Brian Jerome Dahill 

                                     

FRIDAY   February 23rd  
                        Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr  
8:30AM                           Nicholas E. Tangreti 

            Anne Hilbert 
                Catherine Silva 

 

7:00PM       Frank and Jessie Giacumbo 
  

SATURDAY   February 24th  
8:30AM                           Amanda Laura 

          Mary Keller 
                                           Blas A. Velez 

 

             The Second Sunday of Lent 
5:00PM (Vigil)                Daniel Scanlon Sr. 
                                              Nicholas E. Tangreti,  
                                              Louise Cipparulo 

                     
 

SUNDAY  February 25th  
8:30AM                           Kathleen O’Brien 
                                       Arlene Panico, Therese McCloskey 
                                            

10:30AM                        Antoinette Santora,  
                                            Lawrence Hebert 
                                           Deceased members of the parish 

 

6:00PM                 The Velanzquez Family (Living) 
                                        Linda Finnegan,  
                                        Claire Mayer 

The weekend of February 10th and 11th 
 

Total amount in envelopes:   $7,837 
 

Loose:                                         $2,709 
 

Online We Share:                     $2,900 
 

Total Offered :                     $13,446 
 
Diocesan Assessment        $2,309 

Daily Mass Readings 
Monday 
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46 
 
Tuesday 
Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 
 
Wednesday 
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 
 
Thursday 
1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19 
 
Friday 
Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 
 
Saturday 
Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 

Reborn through the waters of 
Baptism and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we embrace: 

Grace Emily Faherty 

daughter of Daniel and Briana 

Thomas Augustine Schlegel 

son of John and Lindsay 

 claimed now for the fullness of eternal life.   

RECONCILIATION THROUGHOUT LENT 

All Catholics are invited to experience the grace of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent. 
Confession is a wonderful opportunity to set aside 
our sinful ways and to draw closer to our Lord. 
Confessions will be held every Monday during 
Lent starting February 19th until March 
19th beginning after the 7:00pm Mass until 
8:30pm. Don’t be afraid to take this opportunity 
to experience God’s gracious mercy and 
forgiveness. 

“It is the blind hope which I have in His mercy...there 
is my only treasure. Why should this treasure not be 
yours?”     St. Therese of Lisieux 



 

February 17th and 18th                                                                                              Page Three

 

 

 It may seem like an unpopular word but people have been using it for centuries, especially in the realm of 
faith. It is only a nine letter word but put the word ultimate or minimal in front of it and the result is so much 
different. It is often used during the time of Lent as folks talk about their Lenten sacrifice. A few years ago I read a 
book, The Monks of  Tibhirine, which inspired the movie Of Gods and Men. It told the story about a community of 
Benedictine Monks in Algeria. Seven of the Trappist monks were kidnapped from their monastery soon after 
midnight on the night of March 27, 1996, after some 20 armed men stormed the place. Two monks, who were 
hidden in separate rooms, were left behind. The phone lines had been cut off, so they couldn’t call the police, 
and a curfew meant they couldn’t drive to a police station either. The seven monks - all of them French- were 
beheaded two months later. Their deaths were announced on May 23, 1997 in a statement from the Armed 
Islamic Group. Their heads were recovered on May 30, 1997 and were buried on the monastery grounds. 
Their bodies were never found. Last month Pope Francis announced that they are to be beatified with 11 
companions and have been acknowledged as dying in odium fidei, meaning in “hatred of the faith.”  
  
 French Father Christian de Cherge, the slain prior of the monastery, had written in a letter nearly three years 
before his death that he and the other monks would willingly offer themselves as a sacrifice for the people of Algeria. 
Here is the text of the letter: If it were ever to happen - and it could happen any day - that I should be the 
victim of the terrorism which seems to be engulfing all the foreigners now living in Algeria, I would like my 
community, my church, my family to remember that my life was given to God and to this country. That they 
accept that the unique Master of all life will be no stranger to such a brutal departure. That they pray for 
me: for how should I prove worthy of such an offering? That they understand that such a death should be 
linked to so many others, equally violent, but which remain masked by the anonymity of indifference. My 
life has no greater worth than that of another. Nor is it worth any less. In all events, it no longer has the 
innocence of childhood. 
  
 I have lived long enough to recognize that I am caught up as accomplice in the evil which, alas, 
seems to prevail in the world, even in that evil which might strike me blindly. At such a moment, I would 
like to have enough lucidity left to beg God’s pardon and that of all of my fellow human beings, while 
pardoning with all my heart anyone who might have hurt me. Not that I would want to wish such a death. 
It seems important to profess that. In fact, I do not see how I could rejoice that this people that I love should 
be globally blamed for my murder. It is far more costly to pay the price of what might be called “the grace 
of martyrdom” than to owe one’s life to an Algerian, whoever he may be, especially if he professes to be 
acting in accord with what he believed in Islam. I know full well the contempt in which Algerians generally 
are held. I know, too, the caricature of Islam that is fostered by a certain Islamism. It is all too easy to 
appease one’s conscience by simply identifying this religious tradition with the all -or-nothingness of the 
extremists. For me, Islam and Algeria is something different, it is body and soul.  
  
 I have proclaimed it loud and clear, I believe, to everyone that knows me, that I have found here the 
guiding line of the Gospel that I learned at my mother’s knee, my first church, here in Algeria, and in the 
respect of Muslim believers. My death would seem to justify those who dismiss me summarily as naive, as 
an idealist (saying): “Let him say how he sees things now!” But they ought to know that at last my pounding 
curiosity will be satisfied. 
  
 For then I shall be able, if it pleases God, to steep my gaze in that which the Father has, to 
contemplate with him his Islamic children as he sees them, illuminated by the glory of Christ, by the fruits 
of his passion, endowed with the gift of the Spirit, whose secret joy will be forever to establish communion 
and to restore likeness, through playing on differences. This life lost, totally mine, and totally theirs, I give 
thanks to God, who seems to have wanted it to be utterly so, for this joy, through and despite everything.  
  
 Within this thank-you where, once and for all, all is said about my life, I include you, my friends of 
yesterday and of today, and you, my friends from here, along with my mother and my father, my sisters 
and my brothers and all who belong to them, (life) yielded a hundredfold as was promised! And you, too, 
my last-minute friend, you who know not what you do. Yes, for you, too, I wish this thank -you, and this 
“adieu,” which is of your planning. May we be granted to meet each other again, happy thieves, in paradise, 
should it please God, the Father of both of us. Amen! Inshallah!  
  
 Theirs was a sacrifice—certainly not a minimal one. May they encourage our faith and the sacrifices 
we make during this Lenten journey. 
Peace, 
Fr. Richard  

 Sacrifice….minimal or ultimate? 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Those who serve in the military: 

James Minogue, Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. Campbell, 
Sean Milde, Frank Fasano, Richard Lister, Eric 
Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen Murphy, 
Peter Giovanni, John E. Siedler IV 

 
Those who are ill:   

Cathy Bognar, John Daglian, Parker Watson, Annette 
McGrory, Lou Aroneo, Patrick Bergin, Joseph Rota, 
Lynne Coombs, Lucy Bustillos, Paula Matchen, May 
Hill, Caitlin Shea, Bill Wallisch, Larry Oster, Nanci 
Gamba, Elizabeth Early, Serenity Rose Apuzzo, Helen 
Munro and Eric Binner 

 
Those who have died to this world 

Requiescat in Pace 
May all the faithful who have departed this world rest 

in your eternal peace. Amen 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
First Reading: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 

God ordered Abraham to take his 
beloved only son to Moriah and offer 
him as a sacrifice. Abraham built an 
altar and took out a knife to sacrifice 
his son Isaac. But God called out to 
him and told him of blessings that 
would be bestowed on him and his 
descendants because he had been 
willing to do what God had asked. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:31b-34 
Paul reminds the people that God did not spare his only 
Son, but gave him up for the sake of all people.  This 
proves God views us all as his children, and that no 
person can harm or condemn us because God will 
protect us. 

 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 
Jesus led Peter, James and John up a high mountain, 
where he conversed with Elijah and Moses. A voice 
proclaimed ‘This is my Son, my beloved. Listen to him.” 
Then Jesus was alone and warned them not to tell 
anyone what they had seen until he had risen from the 
dead. 

   Our church is open daily from 7:30am to 
9:00pm, closing on Saturday and Sunday after the 

evening Mass. On the third Friday of each month 
we have Adoration and the praying of the Rosary 

particularly focused on families – come, bring 
your children and grandchildren and teach them 

to speak to Jesus present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. On First Fridays we have Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament after the 8:30am Mass 
through the night until 8:00am on Saturday. If 
you are awake because you have many concerns, 

come talk to Him. Jesus is absolutely and truly 
present in the Most Blessed Sacrament – many, 

many Saints became Saints because they knew 
and responded to this truth.  

 

“Do you realize that Jesus is there…especially for 

you- for you alone? He burns with the desire to 
come into your heart.”  St. Therese of Lisieux 

ADORATION  OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT   
IN OUR PARISH  

 

Daily Mass—Monday through Friday 8:30am 
and 7:00pm. 

 

Confession—Every Monday during Lent after 
7:00pm Mass until 8:30pm. 
 

Mondays—Sr. Elsa will be moving on to a new 
book for reading and discussion in the Library. 
The new book is entitled From the Cross To The 
Empty Tomb written by Bishop Arthur Serratelli.  
Discussions will begin on February 19th. 
 

Wednesdays—Saints Alive is a dramatic 
presentation on the life of St. Patrick, St. Francis 
and St. Cecilia. Listen to a dramatic and 
fascinating reading of the life of  a saint by some 
amazing and known actors and actresses. Then 
join in a discussion about what you have heard. 
Sessions will take place in the JPII Center from 
7:30pm to 9:00pm beginning February 21st. 
 

Thursdays—Bible Study focusing on the 
readings for Mass each Sunday and takes place in 
two sessions: 1:00pm to 2:30pm and repeated 
from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the Library. (No 
previous experience needed) 

 

Fridays—Stations of the Cross after the 
7:00pm Mass during Lent. 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES  

2017 PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  

 

With the transition from Parish Pay to WeShare, 
contribution reports from Parish Pay did not migrate 
over. WeShare reports are available online and Parish 
Pay reports are available by request from the Parish 
Office. If you have NOT validated your new WeShare 
account you will need to do so in order to access the 
reports. Please follow the link on the parish website 
under Resources: select online giving then select 
verifying your new WeShare account for parish pay users.    

ENCOUNTER LENT 

In Iraq we encounter Majd and his 
family, people forced to flee violence, 
searching for stability. How are we 
called to welcome the stranger in our 
midst? How can you support those, 
worldwide, who are forced to flee their 

homes to find safety or better opportunities? Visit 
crsricebowl.org for more information. 
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LENTEN REGULATIONS  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory 
days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In 
addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days 
of abstinence. 
The norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 
until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted 
to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 
that together are not equal to a full meal. The 
norms concerning abstinence from meat are 
binding from age 14 onwards. 
Christian tradition can name at least seven 
reasons for fasting: 

1. From the beginning, God commanded some 
fasting, and sin entered into the world 
because Adam and Eve broke the fast. 

2. For the Christian, fasting is ultimately about 
fasting from sin. 

3. Fasting reveals our dependence on God and 
not the resources of this world. 

4. Fasting is an ancient way of preparing for the 
Eucharist—the truest of foods. 

5. Fasting is preparation for all the sacraments 
—for the reception of grace. 

6. Fasting is a means of saving resources to give 
to the poor. 

7. Fasting is a means of self-discipline, chastity, 
and the restraining of the appetites. 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE  
FROM BISHOP SERRATELLI 

 

This flu season is one of the worst in 15 years. 
Bishop Serratelli has issued the following 
guidelines for all liturgies in the diocese until 
further notice: 
 

1. If you do not feel well and suspect that you 
have the flu please remain at home. 

2. The Sign of Peace: If you feel uncomfortable 
with the exchange of the sign of peace through 
a handshake you are under no obligation to do 
so. You may extend the sign of peace to your 
neighbor by a nod of the head. 

3. Distributing and receiving the Eucharist: 
Priests, Deacons and extraordinary ministers 
of the Eucharist must thoroughly wash their 
hands with soap and water or an alcohol 
based hand cleanser both before and after the 
distribution of the Eucharist. Receiving Holy 
Communion in the hand is the most practical 
means to distribute the Blessed Eucharist in a 
sanitary way. 

4. Receiving the Eucharist by also drinking the 
Precious Blood from the chalice is 
discontinued until the level of flu cases is 
dramatically decreased. 

PARISH BUY-A-BRICK PROJECT 

Bricks are still available for 
purchase for the patio in Our 
Lady of Fatima Garden. Please 
consider buying a brick that will 
be engraved with your name or 
the name of a friend, family 
member or loved one to ensure 
a remembrance of them. Bricks 

are placed in the patio. Each brick is $100. Checks 
should be made out to St. Vincent de Paul Church. 
Details for engraving of the brick and order forms  
are available at the Parish Office. Please call 908-
647-0118 to purchase a brick. 

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowls can be 
found in the narthex this weekend. Your 
participation helps us to connect to our brothers 
and sisters in need around the world. May these 
40 days better prepare us to encounter ourselves, 
our neighbors and our God through prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. You can also download the CRS 
Rice Bowl app for daily reflections and inspiration. 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish and St. Mary’s Stony 
Hill will be hosting their Bereavement Support 
Group beginning on Friday, March 16th at 
11:00am till 12:30pm at St. Mary’s Center, 225 
Mountain Blvd., Watchung. The group will meet 
for 6 consecutive sessions (excluding Good 
Friday). The sessions are open to all who are 
grieving a loss of a loved one, be it a family 
member or a friend. To register please contact 
Barbara Carlson at 908-647-0407 or Vera at the 
parish office. 

Please plan to join us on Sunday, 
February 25th following the 
8:30am Mass for coffee and a 
light breakfast hosted by the 
Knights of Columbus in the 
Church Meeting Room. Spend 
some time in fellowship with other 
parishioners over a cup of coffee 

and take advantage of the  opportunity to meet 
and get to know others in our faith community. 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP 
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FISH AND CHIPS DINNER 

Our annual Fish and Chips Dinner 
is Saturday, March 17th in the 

gym. Doors open at 5:30pm. Plan on 
a very enjoyable evening and bring 

your friends! The proceeds from the 
dinner will benefit our sister parish 
in Haiti. Volunteers are needed 

to sell tickets after all Masses. For more 
information please visit our website. 

Immaculata High School, Somerville 
is inviting all 6th, 7th and 8th grade families to an 

intimate and informative event regarding the  
high school decision-making process. 

Thursday, March 1st 
6:30pm to 8:30pm 
Please rsvp by visiting 

www.ImmaculataHighSchool.org/Difference 
“Experience the difference.” 

Join Morris County Right to Life at 
Planned Parenthood, 196 Speedwell 
Ave., Morristown for a peaceful 
prayer vigil taking place 7 days a 
week from 7:00am to 7:00pm 
until March 25th. We invite 

individuals or groups to participate. Please 
register on the 40 Days For Life website 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/
morristown/. For more details please email 
info@morriscountyrighttolife.org or call 973-933-
2800 0r 973-627-1654 if you have a problem 
navigating the website. 

FORTY DAYS FOR LIFE 

2018 CALENDAR RAFFLE 

You should have received your 2018  
Calendar Raffle tickets in the mail. 
The total amount of the prizes will be 
$20,000. 
The first drawing will take place on 
Wednesday, February 28th with the 

winning prize amount of $1,000. Return your 
ticket stubs as soon as possible to be eligible for 
all 9 drawings. We encourage you to get your 
family and friends in on the fun. Each week the 
winning ticket is put back in with the others so 
there is more than one opportunity to win! 
Parishioners are needed to sell tickets after all 
Masses every weekend. Please visit the parish 
website to volunteer. Your help is needed to make 
our parish raffle a success. Good Luck to all! 

The Meals for Moms Ministry seeks to 
support families who have just welcomed a new 
baby. We are happy to provide several meals to 
the family during this special time. 
Please contact  Daniel le  Grieco  at 
dgrieco7@verizon.net for more information. 
If you would like to help by cooking one 
meal please email Danielle.  

 

“Give your hands to serve and your hearts 
to love.”            St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Save the date for “An Evening with Sisters” to 
be held Friday, February 23rd from 7:00pm 
to 8:30pm at Morris Catholic High School 
in Denville. This event is open to high school and 

college-age women to enjoy an evening of 
conversation, prayer, food and fun! To rsvp and 
for further details please email Sister Bernadette 

McCauley on or before February 20th at 
sbernadette@scceast.org. 

AN EVENING WITH SISTERS  

Technology class takes place Tuesdays at 
9:30am to 10:30am in the Library. Bring your 

phone and/or tablet in order to learn about 
texting, emailing, pictures and more. For 

questions contact Teri at the Parish House or at 
tkess@stvdp.org. 


