January 13, 2019

ORDINARY FAMILIES

Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord

ST. BENILDE

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

1901 Division Street ® Metairie, Louisiana 70001

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 * Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 ¢« Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net

Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor

Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental Asst.
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni

Deacon Stephen Gordon

Deacon Clifford Wright

First and Third Sundays of the month
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish
Office for more information.

Please contact a priest/deacon
8 months prior to your wedding.

Arrangements may be made at the
Parish Office.

www.stbenilde.org

Saturday Vigil ... 4 p.m.

Sunday ... 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Monday—Friday ... 7:00 a.m.

Monday and Thutsday ... 5:30 p.m.

First Saturday ... 8:45 a.m.

See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule

Saturday ... 3:00—3:45 p.m.
Sunday ... 5:00—5:45 p.m.
Monday ... 6:00—6:45 p.m.

and by appointment at the Parish Office

Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday

Holy Hour in Church
Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday

Call the Parish Office to receive a New
Parishioner Registration Packet.

St. Benilde Conference
(504) 233-3246

Mr. Thomas Huck, Principal
1801 Division Street * Metairie, LA
(504) 833-9894




St. Benilde Catholic Church

Ministers of the Liturgy
January 12 & 13, 2019

Saturday - 4 P.M.
Intention: Austin Burroughs,

Charles Montgomery, Sr., Merle & Charles Dittmer,
Patrick C. McKinney, Melissa Mendel Zimmerman,
George Spaulding, Flora Maria Be, Gladys Gsell
Rudy Neubeck, Jr. Allen Ashbey
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

C. Casente, B. Henry
Cantor: Kevin Rouchell Organist: Jared Croal

Sunday - 9 A.M.

Intention: Parishioners
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
C. Rispoli, B. Soleto, J. Tusa, P. Cifreo
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir

Sunday - 11 A.M.

Intention: Brenda Frey (L), Paulette Lazare,
Pete Oddo, Judith Theisges, Videlia Gonzalez,
Paul J. Hymel, Jr., Justine Martin,
Beverly Banta Manfre, Ann Marie Robbins (L)
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
K. Archer, K. Sorenson, J. Hutchison, ]J. Hutchison
Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir

Sunday - 6 P.M.
Intention: June & Marvin Ackermann (L)
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
L. Daigle, B. David
Cantor: Lauren Gisclair Pianist: Beth Kettenring

Weekday Masses
Monday 7:00 a.m. June & Marvin Hannan (L)
5:30 p.m. Lou & Les Mastio
Tuesday 7:00 a.m. Lynn Gillin Guillot

Wednesday  7:00 a.m. Eric Giebelhaus (L)
8:15 a.m. Phyllis Mustacchia (L)
Thursday 7:00 a.m. Will Black (L)
5:30 p.m. Ray Dunn
Friday 7:00 a.m. Floyd Bangs, Sr.

The Church Sanctuary Lamp
burns in memory of
The Souls in Purgatory

The Blessed Mother
Votive Lamps burn
for Reparations for Sins
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The St. Joseph Votive Lamps * )\ﬁ*”’
burn for Peace, Justice \
and Hope in Our World
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Adoration Chapel
Sanctuary Lamp burns
in memory of
Stuart & Gloria Fourroux

Adoration Chapel Candles
burn for an Increase in
Priestly Vocations

Parish Motto—Building the Kingdom of God




St. Benilde Catholic Church

Stewardship of Treasure

Weekend of January 5 & 6
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with increase, through the generous sharing of our time,
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~ Fr. Cooper
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‘ ‘| A CLEAN HEART ‘
Make a good confession around the time of the Birthday
of Mary. Offer the “lmmaculate one” a clean heart.

2 TO INVOKE HER
Have her in your heart constantly, as a little child
does with his mother.

E

Parish Office Closed

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday,
January 21, in observance of Martin Luther
King Day. We will reopen on Tuesday, January
22, at 9 AM.

St. Benilde Parish
Family Movie Night

Paul, Apostle of Christ

= Luke ventures into Rome to visit Paul, who

= is awaiting his execution. Their faith

= challenged an empire. Their words changed
* the world .

: Please join us onFriday, January 25, at 7
PM, in the St. Benilde Teen Center for a
= showing of this inspiring movie. Snacks and
: refreshments will be available. For more

= information, please contact Val Hebert at

= valencemet@aol.com or at (504) 427-0327.

3 IMITATE HER VIRTUES
Mary has many virtues, but the most important
one we should imitate is charity.

4 READ SOME MARIAN BOOKS ;//

Great Marian books can help you grow in r's
love for Vlirgin Mary. '

5 PRAY THE ROSARY
Ask Mary to intercede for the world and
for your own intentions.

9DAYSFORLIFE.COM

JOIN THOUSANDS
AS WE PRAY
FOR THE RESPECT
OF HUMAN LIFE

-
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Parish Motto—Building the Kingdom of God



St. Benilde Catholic Church

Fr . Cooperos Corn
The Baptism of the Lord

We all celebrate our birthday with great jofie have just celebrated the birthday of Jesus,
certainly the greatest birthday of aMow we are celebrating the feast of His baptism. But |
wonder how many of us celebrate the anniversary of our baptigdm® many of us even
know when we were baptized? This Sunday, the liturgical season of Christmas comes tg
conclusion with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lardis is a time when we might as
ourselves why Jesus would allow Himself to be baptized by John the Baptist and what
practical applications might we make in our own lives.

There is a difference between the baptism of John the Baptist and the baptism that J
gives to us.The word baptism means to submerge in wai@gaptism was not unknown to the
Jewish people. Within the Jewish tradition there was a rite of immersion for legal purificati
for those who had become defiled under the Mosaic LBaptism was also used for Gentile
converts to JudaisnMoreover, the Jewish Qumran, a community in existence during the
time of Jesus, had been practicing baptism as a rite of initiation and purification over a period
of years.

From the beginning, John's baptism focused on converslanexhortations and appeals for personal repentance
prepared the people to receiviiose graces which Christian baptism gives tdNisile John's baptism, a ritualistic
expression of conversion, penance, and repentance, did not confer sanctifying grace, Jesus' baptism, a sacrament
necessary for salvation, does bestow upon the baptized sanctifying grace.

Jesus had no need of conversion and repentaide is the sinless on8o, why did Jesus allow Himself to be
baptized?There are a number of reasons that we can consider. First of all, Jesus needs to make Himself known to the
Jewish peopleA number of years ago, | had an opportunity to work in a mission territory in a very poor part of South
America.Telephones, text messages and email were not always avalahiteout these means of communication,
which we take for granted, it was common to interact with people in a more personal manner. Jesus walked the earth
at a time when modern communication and the news media simply did not éxggtiritual movement within the
Jewish people was being stirred up by John the Baptist. It was very appropriate for Jesus to begin His public ministry |
making His first public appearance precisely where John was bapttzsmigohn the Baptist who announces to the
crowds: "Behold, the Lamb of God!" (John 1: 38)o of John's disciples are so moved by Jesus' appearance that they
decide to become His disciplédus, Jesus uses the act of baptism as a means to make Himself known to the people.

Secondly, the Lord's baptism is a moment of decision and identific&mrthirty years He has faithfully carried out
His Father's will in the ordinary circumstances of His hidderNife: the Father is calling Him to begin His public
ministry. By being baptized, Jesus, although He is sinless, identifies Himself with the very people that He has come to
save. At Calvary, Jesus takes the sin of the world upon Hinselfsimilar way, as He immerses Himself in the waters
of the Jordan, the sinless one takes upon Himself the sins of humahityugh His baptism, Jesus announces to the
world that His public ministry has begum His humanity, He freely chooses to complete this mission and makes a free
decision: He will carry out the Father's will to its' ultimate consequehbeugh His baptism, Jesus identifies Himself
with all of us (sinful humanity) so that we can come to Him filled with total confidence and peace.

It would be a mistake to consider, as some spiritual writers do, that Jesus was confused about His identity and did
not know that He was the Messiah until his baptism in the Jor@arthis matter, the Catechism of the Catholic Church
is very clear. "The unique and altogether singular event of the Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean that Jesus

Parish Motto—Building the Kingdom of God
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Christ is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the result of a confused mixture of the divine and the
human. He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true man. During the first
centuries, the Church had to defend and clarify this truth of faith against the heresies that falsified it" (CCC 464).

"This human soul that the Son of God assumed is endowed with a true human knowledge. As such, this
knowledge could not in itself be unlimited: it was exercised in the historical conditions of his existence in space
and time. This is why the Son of God could, when he became man, ‘'increase in wisdom and in stature, and in
favor with God and man', and would even have to inquire for himself about what one in the human condition
can learn only from experience. This corresponded to the reality of his voluntary emptying of himself, taking
'the form of a slave'.

But at the same time, this truly human knowledge of God's Son expressed the divine life of his person. The
human nature of God's Son, not by itself but by its union with the Word, knew and showed forth in itself
everything that pertains to GodSuch is first of all the case with the intimate and immediate knowledge that

the Son of God made man has of his Fatlidre Son in his human knowledge also showed the divine
penetration he had into the secret thoughts of human hearts.

By its union to the divine wisdom in the person of the Word incarnate, Christ enjoyed in his human knowledge
the fullness of understanding of the eternal plans he had come to reveal. What he admitted to not knowing in
this area, he elsewhere declared himself not sent to reveal" (CCE#41)2

As we contemplate the mystery of Christ's baptism, there are a number of practical applications that we can
consider.

In today's culture, many people, even those who are baptized Christians, have great difficulty with their own
identity. Many people wonder what their purpose is in this [Reople find little or no meaning as they carry out their
daily activities. A cloud of laziness hangs over many people as they also strive to find direction for th&hiives.
Sunday's liturgy shows us that Jesus gives us meaning, purpose, and diteiitmough the sacrament of baptism
that we become His disciple¥esus is the way, the truth, and the life, and it is ,
precisely in Jesus that our human existence finds fulfilment. -

Moreover, the consideration of Jesus' baptism, gives us an opportunity to
remember our own baptismif you do not know the date of your own baptismj*
is a good idea to go through your personal files and find out when it "‘
occurred.Many people celebrate the anniversary of their baptism with a spe
celebration like a birthdayAfter all, baptism is the day that we are reboWle
become children of God, active members of the Church, and temples of the
Spirit. Original sin is washed away; we receive sanctifying grace and the
theological virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity. The reality of baptism certairy
gives us great cause to celebrate. e

Finally, as we contemplate the baptism of the Lord, we are reminded of o
apostolic mission as disciples of Jesus Clgsus commissions the Church to
forth and baptize all nationst is erroneous to deny that baptism is essential f
salvation.The large numbers of people who have not been baptized should
inspire us to always seek the salvation of souls. The presence of the Holy S
the form of a dove at Jesus' baptism underscores the apostolic dimension of=
baptism, precisely because it is the Holy Spirit who appears as tongues of fi
the moment when the Church begins its mission to baptize all nations.

Parish Motto—Building the Kingdom of God




ST, QENIE.DE MEN'S CLUB

CHILI COOKING # CORNIIOLE TOSS # JALAPENO EATING
WANTED: Teams to participate in the
5th Annual Chili Cook Off Trifecta

* Rescheduled to new date*
Date: Saturday, January 19, 2019

Time:  Contestants arrive by 8:45 am

Gates open to public at 12:00 pm
Where: St. Benilde School, 1801 Division Street
Team: 4 min, 6 max per team
Cost:  $150/team ( limited space available )

Teams must compete in all three parts of the Trifecta:

o
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Chili Cook-off Cornhole Toss Jalapeno Eting Contest

Optional category: Louisiana Lagniappe (your favorite Louisiana inspired dish)

Prizes awarded for each team event and All Around winner.
All Around Champ has entry fee donated to School/Church of choice

Contact Dax Barrett 504-931-7489, David Mocklin 504-352-6124, or Paul Killian
504-908-3166 or sbschilicookoff@outlook.com for details and rules.

Check out St. Benilde Men's Club Chili Cookoff Trifecta on n
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ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH T ID # 113850
1901 DIVISION ST.

METAIRIE, LA 70001

504-834-4980

NANCY CAROLLO

504-834-4980

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS - 9 AM. TO 3 P.M.
FRIDAYS -9 AM. TO 12 NOON

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:



