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"The Lord has truly been raised...!" Luke 24:34 
 

 We enter the Easter Season with a beautiful litur-
gical celebration. The Easter Vigil Mass is the most im-
portant Mass in the Catholic Church. A new Easter candle 
burning brightly, leading the procession of the people of 
God. The light of Christ who alone dispels the darkness of 
our lives. The Easter song of the Catholic Church is the 
Exsultet or Easter proclamation. This is a magnificent 
hymn that announces the dignity and meaning of the mys-
tery of Easter; it tells of man's sin, of God's mercy, and of 
the great love of the Redeemer for humankind, admonish-
ing us in turn to thank the Trinity for all the graces that 
have been lavished upon us. During the Easter vigil, nine 
readings are provided: seven Old Testament and two 
New Testament. These readings help us meditate on the 
wonderful works of God for his people since the beginning 
of time. We hear our story of faith through the Word of 
God. The Gloria is sung after its long absence in our litur-
gy throughout the Season of Lent, and once again we re-
joice in singing the Alleluia before the Gospel is read. At 
the Vigil the Easter water is blessed, and new members 
are brought into the Church through baptism; the ritual 
includes the Litany of the Saints. As one community the 
faithful are blessed with water and the whole congrega-
tion renew their baptismal promises. During the Liturgy of 
Eucharist the whole church is called to join at the sacrifi-
cial table that Christ prepared for us through his death 
and resurrection. The Mass ends with these words from 
the presider, ñgo in peace, alleluia, alleluia.ò And all the 
Church responds:  ñThanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia!ò 
 Just as in the Easter Vigil we have the opportunity 
to recall the Story of Salvation, in this issue of Seasons of 
Faith we continue to have the opportunity to learn more 
about the beginnings of the foundation of the Diocese of 

San Bernardino and key figures in establishing the com-
munities of faith to which we all belong today.  
As members of congregations in parishes of the Diocese, 
it is our turn to add to the history of the diocese of San 
Bernardino. Through the Easter Season, which lasts 50 
days after the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, we are in-
vited to celebrate new life in Christ. The Easter Season 
ends on Pentecost Sunday May 20. To help us celebrate 
the Easter Season with our family, friends and communi-
ty, we can make Easter cards and small gifts to take to 
family gatherings in honor of this holiest time of year. 
When we encounter others, we can greet them by saying 
ñHe is Risen!ò and invite them to respond: ñHe is risen, 
indeed!ò These simple practices help us and each other to 
remember that Easter continues after Easter Sunday. An-
other activity to consider is doing a novena to the Holy 
Spirit in preparation for Pentecost Sunday. The Novena 
could be for small faith sharing group or we might invite 
other families to join us.  
 The Easter Season is a joyful time for us as Cath-
olics. Let us connect this joy to the celebration of our 40 
years  of faith and mission in the San Bernardino Dio-
cese. Visit the Diocesan Webpage regularly to see what 
activities and events you might attend to be part of this 
historic celebration. Become familiar with the Logo which 
includes a lamp and the words: FILLING LIFE WITH 
HOPE. Let us be beacons of light and hope during this 

Season of Easter!  
 
Director, 
 Paulina Espinosa 
 
 
  

Easter - Spring  

Spring and Lent are seasons 
of hope! . Lent is over and it is 
now time to celebrate the 
great joy of Easter! Spring 
and the hope of Easter are 
intertwined in the mind, body, 
and soul. In this time of re-
newal nature conspires to 
spark the basic needs that 
underlie hope: new life, re-
newal and survival of our  
spirit.  It is true that hope 
does not melt away in the 
summer; it is not rendered 
fallow in autumn nor does it 
perish in the deep freeze of 
winter. But none of these oth-
er seasons can match the 
bounty of hope that greets us 
in the spring when we cele-
brate the Resurrection of Je-
sus our Lord and Savior. We 
hold on to the metaphors of 
this time of year and season. 
Light and warm, the bridge 
between sin to salvation the 
healing brought about by our 
renewed hope in the Salva-
tion gained by Christôs loving 
Sacrifice. Bask in your re-
newed Hope and enjoy a 
HAPPY EASTER! 
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When you share, please remember ... 
 
¶ Constant attention to respect, honesty, and openness for each person will assist the communi-
tyôs growth. 

 
¶ Each person shares on the level where he or she feels comfortable. 
 
¶ Silence is a vital part of the total process.   
 
¶ Participants are given time to reflect before any sharing begins. A period of comfortable silence 
might occur between individual sharing. 

 
¶ Persons are encouraged to wait to share a second time until others who wish to contribute have 
done so. 

 
¶ The entire community is responsible for participating and faith sharing. 
 
¶ Confidentiality is essential, allowing each person to share honestly.  
 
¶ Action flowing out of the meetings is essential for the growth of individuals and the community. 
 

-from Small Faith Community Parish Resource Manual,  
Diocese of San Bernardino 

 
 

 

ñThe Christian then, 
is meant to use his 
or her gifts by word 
and action in further-
ing the mission of 
the Christian com-
munity. That mission 
celebrates Christôs 
presence in the 

world and strives to 
further the reign of 
God.  How do you 
encourage one an-
other to use your 
gifts for the service 

of mission?ò  
 

-taken from Building  
Community: Christian, 
Caring, Vital, pg. 69  
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1. Invite the group to gather (keep groups between 7-10 persons). Contact everyone personally and make sure they 
know the time and location of the gathering. Keep everyone individually and the community, in prayer.  

2. The faith sharing process is designed to last around 100 minutes outside of closing hospitality. For a new group add 
15 minutes to the first gathering for introduction/ice breaker and to review the faith sharing guidelines on page 3 .   

3. The gathering can be led by a single facilitator or the facilitation can rotate among group members. 
4. The facilitator or a separate convener/host for the group should make sure...  
 
 -there are enough chairs for everyone, set up in such a manner so that participants can see each other. 
 -there are copies of each weekly handout for each participant.  
 -there is a ritual center  set up for all to see:  a green cloth for Ordinary time. There is always a bible and any other 
 symbol(s) the closing ritual suggests. 
 -there is hospitality appropriate to the group to be enjoyed after the faith sharing. 
 
5. The facilitator of the session generally can use the following process: 
 (for a new group the first night only):  
 10 Min. ð Introduction/Icebreaker  
      Name, Ministries, Mass Attended,  
                  Then answer the following opening question: How do you deal with change? 
         5 Mins.ðReview of Faith Sharing Guidelines 
              +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
         20 Mins.ð Have everyone briefly check in, How have they been since the last gathering?                                          
   How did you do walking last weekôs talk?. 
 5 mins.ð To begin the prayer, Light the candle, play the song, have a few moments of silence                                                    
     then recite the Opening Prayer together. 
       15 Mins.ï Have someone either read the First or Second Reading from the Bible.                                               
     After some quiet time, share on the question or something from the reading**     
 15 Mins.ï Have someone read the Gospel from the Bible. After some  
     Quiet time, share on the question or something in the readings 
       15 Mins.ï Read the Reflection, invite sharing on the question or on any thoughts, reactions  
      or reflections on any of the readings. 

             20 Mins.ï Review the Walking the Talk  and Walking Together with Hope sections . Discuss 

      What might we do as a group or as individuals this coming week in respone to the readings?  
     (optional: these sections do not need to be part of the gathering, only if time permits. They can be used  
     for personal or family reflection during the week)  

  10 Mins.ï Finish process with the Strength for the Journey  Ritual 

                  Hospitality time  
* Youôll find Guidelines for using Seasons of Faith in family settings or other intergenerational settings in the appendix. 
**Remember that not all questions have to be responded to by everyone! 

 

ñChristian communi-
ties should be faith-
sharing communi-
ties.  However, her 
is a general ambiva-
lence  about sharing 
faith. The task of 

leadership is to cre-
ate a climate where 
the members feel 

comfortable sharing 
this personal, inti-
mate part of them-

selves.ò  
 

-taken from Building  
Community: Christian, 
Caring, Vital, pg. 30  
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Questions for Sharing  

1. For Acts:  We hear the words from Acts saying, ñGod raised on the third day and granted that he be visible.ò In what ways is Jesus visible in your life? 
Where do you feel you see Him the most?  

2. For Colossians: Paul urges us to think of ñwhat is aboveò and not of ñwhat is on Earth.ò What helps you keep your mind on the things from God? What 
earthly things do you need to detach from?   

3. For John: When seeing the empty tomb, everyone was confused and did not understand that Jesus had risen from the dead. What helps you believe 
when you have doubt or do not understand something about faith? What hope does the Resurrection of Christ bring to you today?  

4. For the reflection: What hope does the Resurrection of Christ bring to you today? àHow are you keeping the Easter promise alive in your life?  
 

April 1, 2018 ×Easter Sunday & Acts 10:34, 37 -43,Colossians 3:1 -4, John 20:1 -9 

Opening Prayer  

For  Easter Season  

Light the candle, pause for a 
minute of silence then recite 

together: 

Alleluia, Alleluia,  

Alleluia  

 

Heavenly Father 
You raised your Son Jesus 
from the dead and all of             
creation rejoices! Through 
Him we are made new and 
walk now as Bearers of Light 
and Witnesses of your 

Grace. 
May our prayer, faith sharing 
and service proclaim your 
everlasting Love. We ask 
this through Christ  
Our Lord. 
AMEN  

Written by Ana Garcia, Office of Evangelization 
and Adult Faith Formation 

 
 The Easter season is the longest special 
season of the liturgical year. We are given fifty 
days to celebrate Christsô joyous triumph over 
death and all though the Advent/Christmas sea-
son gets a bit more attention from the popular cul-
ture, the belief in the resurrection of Jesus is the 
most important celebration in Christianity. For this 
reason the Church asks us to celebrate this reality 
for over seven weeks. During this time we reflect 
on what the resurrection really means to us and 
how we, as faithful Catholics, can experience the 
promise that Easter gives us in our everyday 
lives. You see, just as in Advent and Christmas, 
Easter is not just one day. The celebration of the 
resurrection keeps going, even after the eggs 
have all been found and the 
chocolate bunnies have all 
been eaten. The feeling of 
hope and joy alive in our hearts 
must stay strong all year long, 
in the midst of all the turmoil 
and hardship we may experi-
ence. We must put in the effort 
to remain with the thought of 

ever-lasting life in everything we do in our minis-
tries, work and family-life. To realize that Easter is 
not just a time for spring cleaning, but a time for 
rejoicing in Godôs promise of Hope. A promise giv-
en to us so that we may be transformed and be 
freed from our sins.  
 In this Sundayôs Gospel, we hear that 
John, who is known as the Beloved Disciple,  
reached the tomb first, went in  and ñsaw and be-
lieved.ò Imagine what an amazing experience that 
must have been for all those that were present 
and all though they did seem a bit confused, they 
still believed. Filled with sorrow and not quite un-
derstanding what was happening, they slowly 
transformed those feelings into joy, knowing that 
Jesus was indeed alive. We are encouraged to do 
the same now. Turn our feelings of doubt, into 
feeling of belief and faith. When we are feeling 

lost, allow ourselves to be 
found by Godôs love and when 
we are in darkness, welcome 
the light. That light of New Life 
that can help us live Godôs 
promise of Hope always.  
 
May Christ, who is our Light, 
illuminate and guide you.    
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Seasonal Rituals To Celebrate Faith and Life  Celebrating 40 Years of Faith and Mission  

Editorôs Note: To commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the Diocese of San Bernardino, we have 
collaborated with the Office of the Archives to present to you some highlights of extraordinary 
people and events who helped build the church we know today in both San Bernardino and River-
side Counties. Information was taken from ñReadings in Diocesan Heritageò, a series of books 
compiled by R. Bruce Harley, Ph.D, First Archivist for the Diocese of San Bernardino.  
 

 Father Garces set out on March 4, 1776, with his Yuman companion 
and three Mojave guides, crossing the Mojave Desert westward along the pre-
sent route of the Union Pacific Railroad and just south of the later Highway 66 
route. This carried them along the Mojave trading trail to the coast and resulted 
in meeting parties of Indians returning, some of whom had seen the missionar-
ies. The Garces party reached Barstow by mid-March and then turned south at 
about Helendale and Victorville. Garcesô diary for March 22 reads, ñAfter three 
leagues, I crossed the mountain range south. The trees mentioned yesterday 
reach to its top, whence the Ocean is in view, the Santa Anna River and the San 
Jose Valley.ò (renamed the San Bernardino valley many years later)  
 Instead of proceeding south to Yuma, Father Garces decided to satisfy 
his longing to lay out his ñnew roadò eastwards. As nearly as can be determined, 
they traveled almost across country, scrambling up and down narrow trails along 
the almost vertical walls of the difficult canyon-laced country. In New Mexico he 
encountered so much hostility from the Hopi Indians he reluctantly decided that 
he must turn back. He arrived back at Needles to be welcomed as a beloved one 
thought to be dead.  
 While another colonizing expedition set out in the summer of 1781 from 
Sinaloa, Mexico, to establish the pueblo of Los Angeles, a tragedy struck which 
ended Father Garcesô career at age 43.  Although friendly with Father Garces 
after ten years, the Yumas were not keen for Christian conversion and after 
nearly a year, Indian discontent focused in an emigrant party using the Anza trail 
bound for California. The Indians plotted retaliation in secret. Father Garces was 
martyred by the Indians in a final fit of revenge. Considering the eventual conver-
sion of many bands of mission Indians, Father Garces did not die in vain. His 
spirit continued to inspire and to guide both missionaries and converts.  
 
Faith in Action:  
¶ Do you know of anyone who has converted to the Catholic Faith? If so, take 

some time this week to listen to their conversion story. Be strengthened in 
faith by listening to their choice to convert and believe.  

¶ Think about a time you had to travel far to get to a certain destination. How 
did you plan for the trip? What challenges and blessings occurred during 
your travels? Take some time to share with your family or community.  

Editorôs Note:  For the Easter Season, the Strength for the Journey closing ritu-
als will be based on the Second Reading, which are mostly drawn from the First 
Letter of John. After Pentecost, the rituals will be built upon the Saints and other 
celebrations near that Sunday. 
 

Behold the Lamb of God Behold the Lamb of God Behold the Lamb of God    
(For the prayer center, include a NEW white candle 
placed in a clear bowl of water. You may include a 
white or yellow tablecloth, a cross, a bible and some 
greenery to represent new life. Also include a whole 
loaf of unsliced and richly flavored bread such as 
Challah or a sweet Easter type loaf.)  
 
Leader: + In the Name of the Father, and of the Soné  
All:  AMEN 
 
Leader:  As we gather this week to celebrate the new life that we receive through 
Christôs death and resurrection, may we always remember that He is our paschal 
lamb, sacrificed for our salvation.  
All:  Christ, our Passover Lamb has been Sacrificed. 
 
Reading:  1Corinthians 5:6-8 
 
Leader:  Let us now share this sweet bread as a sign of the sweetness of the 
resurrection of our Lord. May this symbolize how we are united as one in Christ, 
the one whose sacrifice frees us from all sin.  
 
All: Christ, Lamb of God, sacrificed for our salvation. We thank you for 
your great glory and we ask that we may always remember the gift of new 
life that you give us this and every Easter.  
 
(Leader now takes the loaf, tears off a piece and passes to the next person. Ask 
that each person tear off a small piece from the loaf and hold it until all have a 
piece.)  
 
Leader: Please eat as a sign of the sweetness of the Lordôs resurrection. 
 
All:  (After all have eaten, together recite) Our Father who art in heaven é 
(after the prayer ends make the sign of the cross and say)  
+May the Lord bless us, protect us from all harm and bring us to  
everlasting life. AMEN 
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Written by Angela Valencia, Aquinas High School, 
San Bernardino  
 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday we reflect on the resur-
rected Christ, the one that visits his disciples and talks 
with them, the one the disciples can touch, the one 
that cooks and eats with them in the glorified body of 
Jesus. The one that, showing his divine mercy, gives 
them His peace and breathes over them and gives 
them the Holy Spirit so they are no longer afraid. The 
one that is also with us now and gives us strength and 
wisdom to continue with the mission he has entrusted 
to us. 
On the first reading we have a passage from scripture 
that is not from the Old Testament as it usually is, but 
from the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament. 
We see how the community of first believers after Je-
susô resurrection shared everything they had among all 
and how they lived in harmony with each 
other and with love for one another. There 
were no poor people among them because 
the ones that had more material things sold 
everything they had and shared with every-
one and they all received ñaccording to 
their needsò. This is the ideal community 
that Jesus is asking from us today as well, 
the community where the wealthy of the 
world care for the poor, the marginalized, 
the forgotten of our world, the ideal King-
dom of God that Jesus left for us here on 

earth, although not complete. It is up to us to work on 
expanding this kingdom and making it more just for 
everyone. 
Then, in the first letter of St. John in the second read-
ing, we hear that we are happier when we do what Je-
sus asks of us, when we obey Godôs commandments 
as he himself did when he walked as the God-human 
here on earth, in Israel, as a First Century Jew. We 
hear that these commandments are not imposed on us 
to make us miserable nor to punish us, but instead to 
help us be what God intended for us to be and in that 
way to be as happy as we can be, even in the midst of 
all our trials and tribulations. 
When I was asked a few years ago to start a prayer 
group in my old parish, I did not know what the Divine 
Mercy was, but somehow God asked to have that 
name for this new prayer group and so I had to learn 
really fast about Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, her 
diary and the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy. So I did as I 

was nudged into and opened this great 
treasure that we have in our beautiful 
Catholic faith and I have been blessed by 
it. I invite you to do the same if you donôt 
know about it either. 
Let us pray: ñEternal Father, I offer you the 
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those 
of the whole world. Jesus, I trust in You.ò 

 

Questions for Sharing  

1. For Acts:  We hear of a ñcommunity of believers of one heart and mind.ò Share a positive experience you have had of being part of a community. In what 
ways did this experience change you in heart and mind?  

2. For 1 John: John tells us that by keeping the Lordôs commandments, we demonstrate our love for God. Share a time when you feel you showed God how 
much you love Him by your words or deeds. What feeling arose in this experience?  

3. For John: We hear Jesus tell his disciples, ñPeace with youò several times. Share a time when you have felt the peace of the Lord in your life. How did this 
peace help you believe? 

4. For the reflection: Share an experience you have had with the Divine Mercy. If you havenôt, share who the resurrected Jesus is for you in your life.  

April 8, 2018 ×Second Sunday of Easter &  Acts 4:32 -35, 1John 5:1 -6, John 20:19 -31 

Opening Prayer  

For  Easter Season  

Light the candle, pause for a 
minute of silence then recite 

together: 

Alleluia, Alleluia,  

Alleluia  

 

Heavenly Father 
You raised your Son Jesus 
from the dead and all of             
creation rejoices! Through 
Him we are made new and 
walk now as Bearers of Light 
and Witnesses of your 

Grace. 
May our prayer, faith sharing 
and service proclaim your 
everlasting Love. We ask 
this through Christ  
Our Lord. 
AMEN  
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Conquering the World with Faith Conquering the World with Faith Conquering the World with Faith    
(For the prayer center, include a NEW white candle 
placed in a clear bowl of water. You may include a white 
or yellow tablecloth, a cross, a bible and some greenery 
to represent new life. Include in image of the world or a 
globe. If possible, have the soundtrack of the following 
song to be played out loud. You may also find a reflection 
video on YouTube that participants can watch together.)  
 
Song:  Heôs Got the Whole World in His Hands 
He's got the whole world in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 
He's got everybody here in His hands, 
He's got everybody there in His hands, 
He's got everybody everywhere in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 
Leader:  +In the name of the Father é All: Amen  
Reading:  1 John 5:1-6 
 
Leader:  Let us pray for the whole world during this time of Easter. We ask that 
you bless all the peoples of the earth by the continent they live upon. 
All:  May each person discover Godôs love and mercy for themselves and 
their families. 
 
 

Reader 1:  For the People of South America All: Bless them Lord 

Reader 2: For the People of Australia  All: Strengthen them Lord 

Reader 3: For the People of Asia  All: Give them courage Lord 

Reader 4: For the People of Africa  All: Give them hope Lord. 

Reader 5: For the People of Europe  All: Inspire them Lord 

Reader 6:  For the People of North America All: Encourage them Lord. 

 
All: Lord, hold all your children in your hands and keep us from harm. 
Guide us towards unity and love. We ask this through Christ. AMEN.  

Seasonal Rituals To Celebrate Faith and Life  Celebrating 40 Years of Faith and Mission  

 The Spanish presence, although fairly well estab-
lished in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California, was 
still thinly represented in Upper California by 1773. At that 
time, despite the heroic pioneering efforts of Fr. Junipero 
Serra, there were only five mission scattered from San Die-
go to Monterey plus two presidios. The foremost administrative problems were com-
munications and supplies. These logistical factors were being met poorly by ships 
sailing through unsafe sea lanes from Acapulco, Mexico. An overland route away 
from the coast was deemed the only proper solution for supporting the existing set-
tlements and making it feasible for creating others to bring the word of God to the 
native population.  
 With this set of circumstances, Capt. Juan Bautiste de Anza, a member of 
the third order of St. Francis, was chosen by the Spanish authorities to find the need-
ed route. On horseback and along with some troops and a priest, De Anza crossed 
the future Riverside County and a corner of San Bernardino County during the spring 
of 1774.  Although he was not the first white man to have traversed the Inland Em-
pire, he did fulfill his mission of demonstrating that a land route from Mexico was 
indeed feasible. De Anza did not tarry at San Gabriel and Monterey but hurried back 
to Sonora by July, crossing Riverside County the first week in May. He spent over a 
year preparing for a colonization effort which was commissioned to found San Fran-
cisco. De Anza was also promoted to Lieutenant Colonel for his initial trail-blazing 
endeavor.  
 De Anza staged from the Sonoran presidio of San Miguel de Horcasitas on 
the feast of San Miguel. After Mass, the group left, but backed by De Anzaôs reputa-
tion and persuasion, the ranks grew to 240 soldiers, colonists, and muleteers plus 
695 horses, mules and burros and 355 head of cattle. They arrived in Riverside 
country some three months after starting, but this time only disciplined leadership 
and a firm belief in the Holy Spiritôs inspiration maintained forward progress because 
the weather had turned nasty. The trek across Riverside County covered 76 miles in 
11 days.  Eventually the group worked its way up the coast and arrived in San Fran-
cisco Bay. For his tremendous achievement he was named governor of New Mexico.  
Faith in Action:  
¶ Make a list of the times that you have been led by the Holy Spirit alone. Times 

when you were unsure of what or where you were going but put your complete 
trust in following the spirit. Reflect on the outcome of each situation and con-
clude with a prayer of thanksgiving.  

¶ If possible, plan to take a trip to San Francisco or another mission that was es-
tablished on the trail that De Anza and his men took.  While traveling,  dedicate 
a prayer of gratitude for all they accomplished for the church.  
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Written by Alejandra Lopez - Huerta, Queen of Angels,  
Riverside  

 
 We celebrate salvation for ourselves and our 
loved ones, yet scripture reminds us that for-
giveness is a gift that, through Jesus Christ, God 
provides. The word of God encourages us to reflect 
on moments when we have held grudges toward 
others who have hurt us. Personally, I want to be 
selfish and not forgive others. I want to retain power 
by holding hostage forgiveness, in attempt to allevi-
ate the pain. But scripture shows us that even 
through the suffering he endured, he still encour-
ages us to forgive. Therefore, how can I not forgive 
others? Repentance is necessary for growth; we 
can only grow in faith by looking beyond the pain 
and understanding that to ñknowò God, we must fol-
low his way and the way of his son, Jesus Christ. 
  
 In his Word, Jesus teaches 
us to exercise forgiveness, even 
when it is hardest to forgive. At 
times we believe that our service 
to the church and others will be 
the perfect journey, complete uto-
pia. Yet we face trials and chal-
lenges that may burden our ability 
to forgive and look past the hurt. 

Nevertheless, seeking the strength of Jesus not only 
to forgive ourselves but others, helps us stay in 
ñunion with him.ò 
 In the gospel of Luke, Jesus simply reminds 
us that he died so our sins may be forgiven; howev-
er, in our human weakness, forgiveness is a compli-
cated act. His word resonates for me because for 
months Iôve struggled with forgiveness. As a Young 
Adult Catholic, I may appear to allow my forgiveness 
to flow naturally, yet the reality is not so. Knowing 
God has already forgiven ñthe whole worldò, enables 
me also to take that leap of faith to forgive. Let us 
also take the time to recall moments where we have 
fallen short as Christians and have failed or hurt oth-
ers. To be forgiven liberates us from the chains of 
elongated pain and agony and most importantly al-
lows us to continue to grow with God. For to know 
God means to have the love of God within us. God 
empowers us to grow and to love others through 

forgiveness and when we put our 
faith into practice, we may also 
receive forgiveness.  
 
May Godôs love and forgiveness 
live within our hearts and bring us 
to everlasting life. 
 

 

 

Questions for Sharing  

1. For Acts: Peter points out that those that condemned Jesus to death were acting out of ignorance. Share a time you allowed your ignorance to get the 
best of you. What did you do to better the situation and gain knowledge?   

2. For 1 John: John tells us that if we ñkeep our word, the love of God will be perfected in us.ò  Share a time it was difficult for you to keep your word or 
promise, but were successful. What helped you remain faithful to your word? How were your actions a reflection of love?  

3. For Luke: What are some questions that arise in your heart about our faith? What do you do to find the answers and remain faithful?  
4. For the reflection: What struggles do you face when it comes to forgiveness? Share a time God led you to forgive or ask for forgiveness.  

April 15, 2018 × Third Sunday of Easter &  Acts 3:13 -15, 17 -19, 1 Jn 2:1 -5,Luke 24: 35 -48 

Opening Prayer  

For  Easter Season  

Light the candle, pause for a 
minute of silence then recite 

together: 

Alleluia, Alleluia,  

Alleluia  

 

Heavenly Father 
You raised your Son Jesus 
from the dead and all of             
creation rejoices! Through 
Him we are made new and 
walk now as Bearers of Light 
and Witnesses of your 

Grace. 
May our prayer, faith sharing 
and service proclaim your 
everlasting Love. We ask 
this through Christ  
Our Lord. 
AMEN  



Page 10 

 

Keeping the Lordõs WordKeeping the Lordõs WordKeeping the Lordõs Word   
(For the prayer center, include a NEW white candle placed in a 
clear bowl of water. You may include a white or yellow table-
cloth, a cross and some greenery to represent new life. If you 
have a larger print bible, display it on the prayer center and open 
it to Psalm 119) 
 
Leader (or someone in the group) sings: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
All: (in response sing back) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Leader:  Your word O Lord is a Lamp for our feet 
All: And a light for our path 
 
Reading: 1John 2:1-5 
 
(Participants will now be divided into two groups and read Psalm 119  in unison, alternating turns)  
Group 1 = Bold Font   Group 2 = Italicized Font   

 

Seasonal Rituals To Celebrate Faith and Life  Celebrating 40 Years of Faith and Mission  

 During September 1821, Father Mariano 
Payeras and Father Jose Sanchez traveled north 
from Mission San Diego to find suitable locations for 
a proposed chain of inland missions. From an over-
night stop in Temecula on the 24th of that month, 
they reached Jaguara as it was called by the na-
tives. This was San Jacinto, the location of Mission San Luis Reyôs most dis-
tant rancho. The missionaries described the scene as follows: ñOn the whole 
stretch there are no treesé On reaching San Jacinto, the land where the 
enramada is situated, there are springséò The following year, Father Payeras 
replied that his missionôs landholdings extended 15 leagues to the east, for 
they included a cattle and horse ranch at San Jacinto.  
 A year after the Mexican government announced that all of the Alta 
California missions and their ranches would be secularized, all of the Mission 
San Luis Rey property was surrounded by governorôs commission in 1835. 
Rancho San Jacinto alone was valued at $10,528, a large sum for that day. 
The original rancho was a great Spanish grant of over 130,000 acres, extend-
ing from a point near the foot of Mount San Jacinto on the east to todayôs city 
of Corona on the west.  
 Unfortunately, this magnificent mission and ranch house did not with-
stand the elements of fate after surviving the 1918 earthquake. Fire destroyed 
the home in 1969, and the heat from the burning timbers also melted the re-
mains of the old adobe ex-chapel. Thus, the last tangible physical connection 
to the Spanish colonial mission era was finally ended, almost 150 years to the 
day after the original construction.  
 
Faith in Action:  
¶ Dedicate some time during the week praying for all of the farmers and 

ranchers that dedicate their lives to cultivating and harvesting all that we 
need in our lives. Make sure to say a prayer of gratitude before every 
meal, thanking them for their contribution in bringing the food to your ta-
ble.  

¶ In the following weeks, plan to visit a different parish, one that you have 
never been to. Spend some time admiring the construction of it and dedi-
cate a prayer to all those that have helped build it.  

1. LORD, teach me the way of  
your statutes; I shall keep  
them with care. 
 
3. Lead me in the path of your  
commandments 
for that is my delight. 
 
5. Avert my eyes from what  
is worthless; 
by your way give me life. 
 
7. Turn away from me the  
taunts I dread, 
for your judgments are good. 
 
9. Let your mercy come to me, 
LORD, salvation in accord with 
your promise. 
 
11. Do not take the word of 
truth from my mouth, 
for in your judgments is my 
hope. 

2. Give me understanding to keep 
your law, to observe it with all my 
heart. 
 
4. Direct my heart toward your 
testimonies and away from gain. 
 
6. For your servant, fulfill your 
promise made to those who fear 
you. 
 
8. See how I long for your                  
precepts; in your righteousness 
give me life. 
 
10. Let me answer my taunters 
with a word, for I trust in your 
word.  
 
12. I will keep your law always, 
for all time and forever. 
 
 
All: AMEN 


