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3t. Hrancis Xabier Chureh
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg
Masses

Saturday 4:30pm
Sunday 11:00am
Daily (Tuesday & Thursday) 6:30pm
Daily (Wednesday & Friday) 8:30am
Confessions

Saturday 4:00pm

or by appointment

Bur Lady of the TLake Thurch

Rt. 52, Lake Huntington

Masses

Sunday 8:30am

Confessions & Daily Mass
At St. Francis Xavier

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14,
confirmed, a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor
Certificate from their parish. Only one male and one female
Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in the
parish and meet with the priest.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to
wedding date. Marriage preparation courses must be
completed. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades K-8 meet at 9:50am on Sundays. Contact the
Religious Ed Office to register children. We ask families to be
registered & involved parishioners. Children must be baptized.
Parents & children are expected to attend Mass each week.

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR
ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM-1:00PM

OR BY APPOINTMENT
TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681
FAX: (845) 252-6519

WEB ADDRESSES: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com

www.ollhuntington.com
EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE:

EMAIL:

(845) 252-6681
sfxololre@gmail.com




TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

Dear Parish Family,

Today’s Gospel passage presents us with three stories to
portray what God is willing to do in order to bring us back to
him. Even if it means risking the safety of ninety-nine sheep,
he will go in search of one lost sheep; even it means
sweeping the whole house, he will search for the lost coin.
God has not yet given up on us, our loved ones, and our
society. Even if we have gone far from home, God is willing
to welcome us back and restore our dignity like that of the
prodigal son.

I shall elaborate more on the third parable, since it sums
up the other two. The third story is often referred to as “the
parable of the prodigal son”. Recently, however, authors are
focusing more on what the father did, rather than what the
‘wayward’ son did. Thus, the passage can be termed: “the
parable of the merciful father”, In fact, today’s liturgy invites
us to reflect on the mercy of God and the need to repent and
change our ways. The father who was generous enough to
welcome back the prodigal son is the figure of our heavenly
Father.

The liturgy presents sin as the abandoning (rejecting) of
God as Father. Reasons why God is rejected can be deduced
from the readings. In the first reading the Israelites rejected
God and opted for an Idol (the golden calf). As the Psalmist
says, “they exchanged God who was their Glory for the image
of an ox that eats grass” (Psalms 106:20). The main problem
they had was leadership; Moses was away. The lack of good
leadership can be the bane of societal evil. After Joshua
died, God raised up judges to lead Israel in the path of God;
but when any judge died, “the people returned to ways even
more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other
gods and serving and worshipping them; they refused to give
up their evil practices and stubborn ways” (Judges 2:19). Do
our leaders lead us to God or away from God? Do politicians
lead us in godliness or have they given themselves as
“instruments of evil to serve sin” (Romans 6:13)?

In the second reading (1 Timothy 1:12-17), St Paul
narrated to Timothy how he arrogantly blasphemed and
persecuted Christ (cf. Acts 9). St Paul explains that he acted
“out of ignorance in [his] unbelief”. Many people today
blaspheme against God and against all forms of sacredness.
Sometimes, these sins are due to ignorance of what is good or
evil, lack of moral formation. Such formation is made
difficult in our society where moral relativism has become
“the new dictatorship” (cf. Chris Stefanick, Absolute
Relativism, 2011). As Pope Benedict XVI notes, “we are
building a dictatorship of relativism that does not recognize
anything as definitive and whose ultimate goal consist solely
of one’s own ego and desires” (Mass for the election of the
Roman Pontiff, 18 April 2005).

The Gospel presents us with two wayward sons who had
no time for their father. The eldest was always in the fields
working and the youngest wanted to leave home and be
master of his life. For the eldest son, all that mattered was
being legally right. As he reminded his father, “I served you
and not once did I disobey your orders”. When you serve
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without love, Mother Theresa avers, you become a slave.
The eldest son’s flaw was the absence of love; he didn’t love
his father nor his brother. When our actions do not spring
from love, Jesus will say to us, “depart from me, you doers of
iniquity” (Matthew 7:23). The prodigal son, on the other
hand, had a misinformed sense of freedom; he probably
thought that being under the care of his father was slavery and
thus opted to go far away. How many times have we thought
of God as an obstruction to our freedom? Without God, what
we have is “a fatal understanding of freedom which actually
undermines man’s freedom and ultimately destroys it” (Pope
Benedict XVI, Christmas greetings to the college of
cardinals, 2010). As we read, the prodigal son lost himself
and everything; he even longed to eat his fill of the pods on
which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any”. Away from
his father, he lost his sonship, dignity, and sustenance.

Like the Israelites, Paul, and the sons in the Gospel, “all of
us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Roman
3:23). While “the wages of sin is death” (Roman 6:23), sin is
not man’s greatest problem. The greatest problem is our
refusal to acknowledge that we have sinned. When Moses
stood and pleaded with God on behalf of the Israelites, God
“relented in the punishment he threatened to inflict on his
people”. St Paul, despite his shortcomings, “was mercifully
treated” and even considered trustworthy for ministry. The
prodigal son was restored back to “sonship”; he who was lost
is found and he who was death has come back to life.

Do not be like the eldest son in the gospel reading; he
would not give others a chance to change and he himself will
not change. He justified himself and even tried to blame his
father. How many times have we blamed God for our
unfulfilled and sad lives? That you justify your actions does
not make you justified; it only makes you feel comfortable
under your skin. You shall not be truly free until the Son sets
you free (John 8: 36). Trying to explain away your sin does
not make it less a sin.

Like the prodigal son, you need to courageously and
humbly say, “I shall go to my father and say, ‘I have sinned
against heaven and against you’”. You can also imitate king
David saying, “Have mercy on me, O God...in your
compassion blot out my offence”. God will not spurn a
contrite and humbled heart.

Come to Jesus; in him “we have redemption...the
forgiveness of our trespasses” (Ephesians 1:7). As St Paul
noted, “Christ came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy
1:15). He alone can give you a new heart and make you a new
creature (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17).

When last did you go for confession? Jesus is waiting for
you in the person of his priest. Go and unburden your load.
Come to me, Jesus is saying, “and I will give you rest”
(Matthew 11:28).

Peace be with you!






