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the sacramental life
Baptism
To have a child baptized, you must register and attend a class as a couple
(unless attendance just isn’t possible, in which case some discussion with
Kathy Kehnast will be necessary). Sessions are held quarterly for both
parishes. The next session will be Wednesday, Feb 22. Take the class before
your child is born. If you are expecting, call Kathy to register for the class.
Please don’t ask if you “have to go.” This is an opportunity to meet with
parents of children about the same age as your little one; they are in the
same wonderful boat as you are.
At least one parent must be a practicing Catholic. Both godparents need to
be practicing Christians, at least one a practicing Catholic. If you don’t
attend Sunday Mass regularly, there is something you can do about it: Start
coming to Sunday Mass. If you can’t come (health, severe weather,
employment requirements, etc.), speak to your confessor. He will help you.
Penance
The priest is available for Penance
 at St Bernadette Saturdays at 3 PM and Thursdays at 5:30 PM, and
 at St Mary Bremen on Sunday at 8 AM.
In addition to Advent and Lenten Penance Services, every Catholic priest
is available whenever there is a need. There are Penance opportunities for
parochial school children four times during the year so that they will

learn the beauty of frequent confession. The Church’s law requires us to
receive the sacrament of Penance at least once a year.
Anointing of the Sick
The Sick receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick when
dangerously ill, facing major surgery, or suffering from the ravages of
old age. We celebrate the sacrament communally at a Sunday Mass before
Advent and during the Easter season so that we can all pray with you for
“health of mind and body.”
And, we are happy to bring Penance, Anointing, and Holy Communion to
the homes or hospitals of the sick or shut in. It is very helpful to call the
parish office to let us know before a hospitalization or when it has
been too long since the sacraments were last available.
Holy Matrimony
Couples wishing to marry sacramentally should contact the parish office six
months before they wish to celebrate the sacrament. Why so long? Because this
sacrament, not just the ceremony, requires serious preparation. And the
Church needs to be involved in that preparation. She tries to support couples
through the years of their married life. For this reason, our diocese offers
programs to enhance married life. To learn how, watch the weekly bulletin.

let us pray together
with the Church today
May the splendor of your majesty, O Lord, we pray,
shed its light upon our hearts,
that we may pass through the shadows of this world
and reach the brightness of our eternal home.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

with the Holy Father in January: Christian Unity
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching
by striving with prayer and fraternal charity
to restore ecclesial communion
and by collaborating
to meet the challenges facing humanity.

*

Mass times and intentions
at St Bernadette
4 PM for the people of the parish

at St Mary
Saturday, Jan 7
Sunday, Jan 8

11 AM for the people of the parish
8:20 AM Paul Gallagher

Sunday, Jan 8
Monday, Jan 9
Tuesday, Jan 10

8:20 AM Margaret Kessler
6 PM John & Ann Muetzel
8:20 AM Marty Guinan
4 PM for the people of the parish

8:20 AM David Stretton

Wednesday, Jan 11
Thursday, Jan 12
Friday, Jan 13
Saturday, Jan 14
Sunday, Jan 15

11 AM for the people of the parish

8:30 AM for the people of the parish

8:30 AM for the people of the parish

Sunday, Jan 15

in our parishes
in your charity
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Dick Schorr of St
Bernadette Parish and of Msgr Robert Metzger of St Joseph
Parish in Junction City, both of whom died in the last days of
2016. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest
in peace.
walking with purpose: living in the father’s love
Join a great group of women for their next session, Living in the
Father’s Love, starting Jan 18. This six-lesson course is a brief
but powerful study meant to revive and refresh us as we discover
just how much God loves us. In this study, we learn how the
Gospels are deeply relevant to our relationships, both with God
and with those we love. For this session, we are partnering with St
Mary Parish Lancaster. The morning group will meet weekly on
Wednesdays at St Bernadette Mary Good Center from 9:30-11
AM. The evening group will meet at St Mary Spirit Center on
Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 PM. Both sites offer free childcare
and there is no cost for this session. Walking with Purpose is
Catholic Faith sharing that aims to bring women to a deeper
personal relationship with Christ. Through personal study and
small group discussions, the group helps to link our everyday
challenges with solutions given to us through the teachings of
Christ and the Catholic Church. For questions or to register,
contact Amy Woo at (414) 882-1863 or acfachting @ yahoo .
com. For general program information, visit www .
walkingwithpurpose . com.
christian initiation
Please pray for our catechumens. They are officially welcomed
members (albeit not yet full members) of the household of faith.
These include Ralph Mohler and his son Bryant of Bremen St Mary,
and Jennifer Palmer of St Bernadette. They have all publicly ratified
their desire to become baptized members of the Catholic Church and
are preparing for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist.
psr (aka parish school of religion)
PSR has begun but it is not too late to enroll students. Remember:
Catholic parents have a solemn moral duty to see that their children

are properly and completely instructed in the Catholic Faith. And
they have a duty to see that their children attend every week (barring
health or weather deterrents). And children will find getting to know
Jesus and his Church is an irreplaceable and joy-filled part of
their upbringing.
sacristan / ushers
These are the people who make things flow smoothly during our
Sunday (including Saturday evening) Masses. They get things
ready, make sure all the other ministers are ready, and help late
arrivals find a seat with a minimum of disruption. Would you like
to help? Contact Kathy Kehnast or one of the folks you see doing
the job.
parish contributions
what you gave in the collection in december
St Bernadette
weekly
diocesan charities
educational support
Immaculate Conception
retired religious
Christmas gifts
Bremen St Mary
weekly
diocesan charities
St Vincent de Paul
Immaculate Conception
retired religious
Christmas gifts

Dec
4
9,782
30
851
40
30
70
Dec
4
2,018
0
624
0
0
0

Dec
11
6,100
0
55
765
558
5000
Dec
11
4,672
25
410
73
75
0

Dec
18
7,209
30
60
25
55
425
Dec
18
1,188
25
160
5
35
0

Dec
25
10,463
343
0
45
90
3878
Dec
25
1,909
65
70
0
55
385

Totals
33,554
403
966
875
733
9,373
Totals
9,787
115
1,264
78
165
385

what it means when you say “Lamb of God”?
You could pick up (for free!) a copy of the book
The Lamb’s Supper – The Mass as Heaven on Earth
by Scott Hahn. This book is a Christmas gift for parishioners.
Or other people who come to our church. Its title comes from
Saint John Paul II’s description of the Mass as “Heaven on Earth”
because what “we celebrate on Earth is a mysterious participation
in the heavenly liturgy.” Dr Hahn draws on the Book of
Revelation (as did the early Christians) as the key to
understanding the mysteries of the Mass. His book will help
you pray the liturgy with a renewed heart and enter into the Mass
more fully, enthusiastically, intelligently, and powerfully than ever

before. We have copies which are available at the main Church
doors on a first come, first served basis. Just be sure to read it.
men’s night out
The next Men’s Night Out at St Mary Bremen happens on
Wednesday, Jan 11, at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall, featuring a meal
and a speaker. Contact Jim Schmelzer at (740) 215-3894 for
details.
friends forever
The first Friends Forever gathering of the New Year happens
Thursday, Jan 19, at noon in the Mary Good Center at St
Bernadette. Contact Ann Essman at (740) 654-1893 for
information.
where everybody knows your name
If you aren’t already registered in our parish or if there has been
some change in your household (as to who actually lives there or
address, phone number, etc), contact Kathy Kehnast at the parish
office any morning.
propagation of the faith
The annual collection for the Propagation of the Faith happens
next Sunday. Thank you for your generosity in assisting the
Church’s great evangelization project.
some other ways to support your parish
You can support your parish with gifts of cash, appreciated
assets, real estate, retirement plans, life insurance and even a
trust or bequest in your will. Designate St Mary Bremen or St
Bernadette (or another non-profit Catholic entity) to benefit from
your gift knowing that these gifts are invested in ways that are
faithful to Catholic teaching. For donors age 70½ and older, the
IRA Charitable Rollover is permanent law. Under this provision,
these donors can transfer up to $100,000 from their IRA to an
endowment fund at The Catholic Foundation. The transfer is made
free of federal income tax and the gift qualifies for the donor’s
required minimum distribution. Should you have questions or
need assistance, contact The Catholic Foundation. They can help
you take advantage of these opportunities in support of your
beloved organizations. They can be reached at (614) 443-8893.

in the diocese of columbus
catholic youth summer camp
Catholic Youth Summer Camp is Ohio’s one week-long,
residential high adventure camp for students entering grades 6-12.
Activities typically include jet skis, water tubing, paintball,
blobbing, high ropes, archery tag, zip lining, rock climbing, giant
swing, and mountain boarding. CYSC offers a truly Catholic and
safe environment with daily catechesis that awakens faith and
builds missionary disciples. A week at camp includes daily
Mass, adoration, reconciliation, small group conversations,
worship, service and authentic community. This is especially
valuable for young people who are not now receiving other
catechesis as well as to reinforce catechesis for those who are. Go
to www . cysc . com for information and to register for 2017
dates: high school sessions run the weeks of June 11, 18, 25, and
July 2; middle school sessions run the weeks of July 9, 16, 23, and
30. Registration is open now.
happily ever after ... despite the rough spots
Come to a Marriage Encounter weekend and learn ways to use your
marriage’s ups and downs to deepen your love for each other and
for God. Why not try a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekend? The next weekend in central Ohio is Feb 17-19. For
information or to register, contact Paul or Marilou Clouse at (614)
834-6880 or visit www . wwmecolumbus . org.

pilgrimage to fatima and lourdes
Fr Stash Dailey, pastor of Holy Family Parish in Columbus, invites
you to join him on a pilgrimage to Fatima and Lourdes from June 1930, celebrating the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady at
Fatima. For details, contact Liz Grinder at the Lourdes Pilgrimage
Office at (877) 276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice @ comcast . net
or go to www . lourdes-pilgrimage . com. Reservation deadline is
March 15.
vehicle donations to the josephinum
The Pontifical College Josephinum is a Catholic Seminary in
Columbus. Seminarians there are studying for the priesthood and
need transportation from time to time for a variety of local needs.
The Josephinum has a fleet of vehicles but could use additional
vans. If you have a used van that you could donate to the
Josephinum, contact their business office at (614) 985-2230 so
delivery arrangements can be made. The Josephinum is a nonprofit charitable organization and will provide you with the
appropriate documentation for the donation of a vehicle.
catholic conversations: the lessons of st faustina
Come to the Upper Room at Sports on Tap, at 4030 Main St,
Hilliard, on Sunday, Jan 15 at 6 PM to hear a talk by Michele
Faehnle & Emily Jaminet. Catholic Conversations is hosted by St
Margaret of Cortona and St Brendan parishes and is an outreach
ministry open to all adults to bring our Catholic faith into the
every day. The event is free of charge. They ask only that you pay
for your own food and drink of choice. They encourage
registration, to ensure seating. Go to Eventbrite and search for
Catholic Conversations. Contact Julie Naporano at julienaporano1
@ gmail . com.
young professionals group
Join the Catholic Foundation’s Young Professionals Group as they
travel to St Vincent Family Centers. (http://svfc.org/) They will
meet on Wednesday, Jan 18, from 6 PM until 9:30 PM at 1490 E
Main St, Columbus to learn about the mission and purpose of the.
center and how it helps our community. Tours will be available.
They will finish the evening at Rusty Bucket, 2158 East Main
Street, Columbus, for networking and drinks. To RSVP visit:
www . meetup . com / Catholic-Young-Professionals-ColumbusMeetup/ or contact Craig Heppner at (614) 443-8893.

in the deanery
fisher catholic: irish, but italian too!
The Fisher Catholic High School annual spaghetti dinner happens
on Sunday, Jan 22, from noon until 6 PM. Cost for adults is $7, for
children 12 and under is $5. This is an authentic spaghetti dinner
served with salad, rolls, and dessert. Dine in or carry out. Tickets are
available at the door. Proceeds benefit Fisher Catholic athletics.

a culture of life
day of prayer
for the legal protection of unborn children
Bishop Frederick Campbell will celebrate the annual Respect Life
Mass on Monday, Jan 23, at 10:30 AM at St Joseph Cathedral. On
this day of the anniversary of the US Supreme Court decision Roe
v Wade, our diocese will join the Church all over the country to
observe a Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children. And we are invited. For information about the Church’s
teaching on life issues, visit www . usccb . org / prolife or contact
the diocesan Office for Social Concerns at (614) 241-2540.

roe remembrance at the statehouse
Greater Columbus Right to Life will sponsor the annual Roe
Remembrance event on Monday, Jan 23, at the Ohio Statehouse.
The hour-long program will begin at noon and be held in the
Statehouse atrium. Due to Statehouse security restrictions, no
stickers, signs or weapons are permitted inside. For information,
visit Greater Columbus Right to Life online at www . gcrtl . org.

To be pro-life is to care about others. To be pro-life is to put the
political in perspective and yearn for the charitable. It’s the
embracing of tenderness, the treasure of compassion. Ultimately, the
depth of our conviction is measured in our love for one another. So,
being pro-life is to build a community. A community that cares.
A community that sees Christ in others. A pro-life community.
And, in the end, this community will not have a mandate to make
abortion illegal, or more restricted. The mandate for the pro-life
community and the Christians that inhabit it will not be to make
abortion illegal, but to make it unthinkable.

what does “pro-life” mean to you?
Certainly, being pro-life is to oppose any form of abortion,
euthanasia, or other taking of innocent human life. But, it’s more
than that.

ministers at Mass at st bernadette
Saturday,
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4 PM
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11 AM

Monday,

Jan 9

Wednesday Jan 11
Jan 13
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extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion
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Kathy Wagner
Jim & Becky Kuhn
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Eve Darfus

Tara Craaybeek
Ben Peters

Jean Robertson
Teresa Scarpitti

Becky Wickham
Amy Woo

8:20 AMMary Jane Vajen

Jack Gentile, Mitchell Ortiz

Pat Dreyer

Kathy Kehnast

8:20 AMBob Christy

Becca Fuller, Brianna Hilyard

Mary Guinan

Mary Jane Vajen

Joey Mannella, Carley Matson

Mary Guinan

Paul Lonergan

Lexi Utz, Sarah Woo
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Rosalie DeFillippo Lee Guinan
Joyce Guenther
Kathy Kehnast

Jim Merk

Collin & Emma McCrady,
Caroline Messerly

Pat Dreyer
Sandy Landefeld

Thursday, Jan 12
Friday,

lector

6 PMKathy Kehnast
8:20 AMJim Merk

Saturday, Jan 14

4 PM

Sunday, Jan 15

11 AM

Denise McGuire
Brad Rider

Rita Merk
Larry Sanford
John & Teresa Hartig

ministers at Mass at bremen st mary
lector

servers

extraordinary ministers
of Holy Communion

gifts

sacristan / usher

Neil Boch, Wyatt Borah,
Susan Foltz

John Schoenlaub
family

Joe Young

Paul Kunkler
family

Jim Schmelzer

Jan 8

8:30 AM

Susan Foltz

Sydnee Rogers
Nicole Terry

Sunday, Jan 15

8:30 AM

Paul Kunkler

Brooke Holt
Leo Kunkler Sr, Irene Kunkler,
Jillian Wilkinson Pam Redding

Sunday,

the Church’s plan for reading God’s word this week
Sat Jan 7
Sun Jan 8

The Epiphany of the Lord

Isaiah

60:1-6

Mon Jan 9

The Baptism of the Lord

Isaiah

Ephesians

3:2-6

Psalm

72

Matt

2:1-12

42:1-7

Psalm

29

Matt

3:13-17

Tues Jan 10

Hebrews

2:5-12

Psalm

8

Mark

1:21-28

Weds Jan 11

Hebrews

2:14-18

Psalm

105

Mark

1:29-39

Hebrews

3:7-14

Psalm

95

Mark

1:40-45

Hebrews

4:1-11

Psalm

78

Mark

2:1-12

Hebrews

4:12-16

Psalm

19

Mark

2:13-17

Psalm

40

John

1:29-34

Thurs Jan 12
Fri Jan 13

St Hilary

Sat Jan 14
Sun

Jan 15

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah

confessions & weekday Mass nearby
Bremen
St Mary
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
confessions

Lancaster
St Bernadette
8:20 am

8:20 am
8:20 am
6 pm
8:20 am

49:3-6

1 Corinthians

1:1-3

These times sometimes change, though, so be sure to call ahead!

Lancaster
St Mary

Lancaster
St Mark
7 am
9 am
7 am
9 am

Sugar Grove
St Joseph
8 am
8 am
6 pm
8 am
8 am

8 am
noon
8 am
noon
8 am

Saturday @ 4:30

½ hour before Mass

1s Saturday only
9 AM Mass

Sunday @ 8

Saturday @ 3
& @ 8:30
on 1 Saturday only
st

Saturday @ 4

Circleville
St Joseph
9 am
7 am
9 am

Logan
St John
8 am
8 am
9 am

9 am
10 am

8 am
9 am

Saturday @ 4

Saturday @ 4

What Else the Magi Have to Teach Us
when astrology and historical determinism came to an end
The Church’s Christmas and New Year gift to us is a profusion of great feasts that have a lot of joy and a lot of depth for all of us.
Today, in addition to being the Twelfth Day of Christmas (when my true love gave to me … a lot of stuff), is, of course, the feast
of the Epiphany. It is the day that celebrates the showing of the little Lord Jesus to the world in the persons of the Magi. They
weren’t originally kings (that is a delightful little embellishment). And they weren’t so much wise men as star gazers. In premodern times there was only a murky distinction between astronomers (scientists) and astrologers (now discredited as
superstitious because of their belief that the stars influence human affairs). The Magi were apparently some rather exotic Pe rsian
astrologers who follower the star to see the new born king of the Jews. And they wanted to pay tribute to him. This feast of the
manifestation of Jesus to the nations is one of the great holy days. It is about the beginning of the sharing of the revelation of
God’s love, first given to the Jews, to all of humanity.
Last Monday, on January 2, there was a lower caliber holy day, but still a very fine one. The Church celebrated the feast of Saint
Gregory of Nazianzen and his great friend and colleague St Basil of Caesarea. These were fourth century seekers after wisdom,
who dropped everything so that they could follow the way of the Lord Jesus more intensely. Instead they had the misfortune to
be made bishops. Well, Gregory saw it as a misfortune; Basil took to it like a duck to water. Gregory eventually became bishop
of Constantinople, the center of the Eastern Roman Empire. But he didn’t let being a great man of affairs get in the way of
insightful and very poetic reflections on the mysteries of the Faith. For this he has long been known as one of the four great
doctors of the Eastern Church.
In his second encyclical letter, Spe salvi (On Human Hope), Pope Benedict XVI offered a reflection on the meaning of the
Epiphany unlike most reflections on the Epiphany. He cited Saint Gregory in his discussion of the barrenness of the ancient pagan
religions. Benedict wrote:
Saint Gregory Nazianzen is enlightening. He says that at the very moment when the Magi, guided by the star,
adored Christ the new king, astrology came to an end, because the stars were now moving in the orbit
determined by Christ.
But Pope Benedict is not the man to leave things there.
This scene, in fact, overturns the world-view of that time … [which] in a different way has become
fashionable once again today. It is not the elemental spirits of the universe, the laws of matter, which
ultimately govern the world and mankind, but a personal God governs the stars, that is, the universe; it is
not the laws of matter and of evolution that have the final say, but reason, will, love—a Person. And if we
know this Person and he knows us, then truly the inexorable power of material elements no longer has the last
word; we are not slaves of the universe and of its laws, we are free. In ancient times, honest enquiring minds
were aware of this. Heaven is not empty. Life is not a simple product of laws and the randomness of matter, but
within everything and at the same time above everything, there is a personal will, there is a Spirit who in
Jesus has revealed himself as Love.
The Pope sees in the insight of the Doctor about the end of the ancient but empty picture of man being controlled by the forces of
the stars a remarkable hint about the way modern people sometimes see man as the pawn of other kinds of forces, whether
the forces of history (Marxism) or of a destiny of natural selection and the survival of the fittest (Darwinism) or of the
determinism of behavior under the control of genetic predispositions or the influence of upbringing. In these perspectives,
the word “inexorable” dominates. People talk as though we were, when they use the expression “being on the right side (or the
wrong side) of history.” But even the things that seems most likely to happen are not inevitable. We must still strive for the right.
The influences of our past, our communal or our own personal, individual past, certainly can have their effect, but they are not the
whole story. And our lives are not governed by forces that are above God. History is not above God. And our own lives aren’t
governed by our genes or governed by our “conditions.”
God made us with a free will. And even if there are complicating influences—which there very often are—with a very strong
tug on us, we can still choose to do the right thing. These influences may make it more difficult, and we may fall, but we don’t
stop being able to do the right thing. God will keep forgiving us and giving us the grace to come back to him. Perhaps after many,
many falls. But we will only cripple ourselves morally if we insist that we have no choice but to sin. That is not how God made
us.
We need to relearn the lesson of the Epiphany, a lesson about a personal God—who loves us—and who has made us free,
even if our freedom is sometimes impaired. We are not slaves. We are free. And the God who governs the stars has revealed
himself as love.
Today we should learn from and be grateful for the insights of Saint Gregory and Pope Benedict. But mostly we should rejoice in
the freedom that comes from the revelation of Jesus. Happy Epiphany!
— Father Kessler

