Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am / 9:00am / 11:00am

Daily Masses
Monday-Saturday: 8:30am (except Wed.)
Wednesday: 7:00pm

First Friday Mass: 2:00pm
@Homestead Nursing Home

Civic Holidays: 9:00am

Holy Days: 8:30am / 7:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday 9:00am-12:00pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:15pm-4:45pm

Sacraments of Baptism, Marriage,
& Anointing of the Sick

Please contact the office to arrange.

OLMC Joy Club (Just Older Youth)
Patricia Cholasta
973-534-7733

Youth Group
Heather Falotico
olmcyg@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus,
Council 9920

Terrence O’Connor, Grand Knight

Parish Office
203 Newton-Swartswood Road
Newton, NJ 07860
Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm
Phone: 973-383-3566
Fax: 973-383-3831
mtcarmelswartswood@gmail.com
www.olmcswartswood.org
Religious Education Office
Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm
Phone: 973-579-2355
olmcccd@gmail.com

Served by:
Father Abuchi F. Nwosu, Pastor
fatherabuchi@aol.com
Father Peter Oddo, Weekend Assistant
Deacon Anthony Barile
Deacon Edward Muller
Dan Salvatore, Coordinator of Religious
Education

Matthew Arnold, Music Director
msarnold@udel.edu

Caroline Mazzola, Secretary
Ann Johnson, Secretary

Celebrating Emmanuel - God is with us!

More than two thousand years ago, on what is probably a normal day in Nazareth,
an angel appeared to a teenage girl with news that shook her to the core of her
being. The angel announced to a young girl that she will give a birth to the Savior of
the world. "On that day, there was no preparation for such a scandalous
announcement. Gabriel said it, Mary heard it, and what followed became the
beginning of the greatest story ever told." Mary, who has never had any
intimate relationship with a man, asked the question, "How can this be?" Gabriel
answered her question. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy, He will
be called the Son of God.”

How can this be? Like Mary, in our time, we continue to ask similar questions. It
comes when we sit in doctor's office hearing unprepared news of our diagnosis. It
comes when we face death or someone so dear to us is slipped into eternity. Most of
the time, this question falls out of our mouth when unexpected things begin to
happen and when some painful or even wonderful interruption moves into our lives.
“How do we to respond and where does this question leaves us at Christmas? The
lesson gives us a way through our question to confidence by first reminding us
that when life deals us a hand of surprising circumstances, to remember that
God is with us. When Gabriel gave Mary the news that she was expecting, he
didn’t say, “Good luck!” To the contrary, he said, “God’s Spirit is with you and will
be with you now and always.”

This “with us” principle is wrapped up in the title the same angel gives in
Matthew’s Gospel when Joseph hears the very same news. Gabriel tells Joseph, “He
will be called ‘Emmanuel’ meaning ‘God is with us.”” John’s Gospel says the same
thing: “The Word became flesh and lived among us full of grace and truth.” With
one voice using differing words, the Gospel says that God does not put things “on
us,” but rather comes “to us” and abides “with us” through every changing
circumstance of our lives. Yes, you may ask how can this be? But always remember
in any circumstance good or bad, He is always there with you. At this Christmas, as
we do every year, we celebrate the birth of Emmanuel meaning, God is with us.
May God give you peace, be with you today and always as you celebrate a
merry Christmas with your family and your loved ones.

—Fr. Abuchi
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, December 23
MAL 3:1-4, 23-24 / LK 1:57-66
8:30am Intentions of Frederick Marsh
5:000m  James Corcoran and Frederick Manak

Sunday, December 24 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
25M 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16 / ROM 16:25-27 / LK 1:26-38

7:30am  Maria and Frank Megna
9:00am William and Isabelle Green
11:00am Intentions of Francesca Ferreri

Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

IS 62:1-5 / ACTS 13:16-17, 22-25 / MT 1:1-25

6:00pm For All OLMC Families

12:00am (Midnight Mass) For All OLMC Families
Monday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
IS 52:7-10 / HEB 1:1-6 / JN 1:1-18 or IN 1:1-5, 9-14

7:30am For All OLMC Families
9:00am For All OLMC Families
11:00am For All OLMC Families

Tuesday, December 26 - Feast of St. Stephen, First Martyr
ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / MT 10:17-22

8:30am Danielle Nazzaro and Ida and Howard Grimes
Wednesday, December 27 - Feast of St. John, Apostle

1IN 1:1-4 / IN 20:1A and 2-8

7:000m  Barbara Froetscher

Thursday, December 28 - Feast of the Holy Innocents,
Martyrs

1IN 1:5-2:2 / MT 2:13-18

8:30am  Ellanor Ann SylvesterFrederick

Friday, December 29

1JN 2:3-11/ LK 2:22-35

8:30am Maria Teresa Garza

Saturday, December 30

1JN 2:12-17 / LK 2:36-40

8:30am Bob Froetscher

5:000m  Alfons Toriello

Sunday, December 31 - The Holy Family, Mary and Joseph
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14 or GN 15:1-6; 21:1-3 / COL 3;12-21 or COL 3:12-17 / LK 2:22-40
7:30am
9:00am
11:00am

John DeCoursey
Joe Zukowski, Sr.

Please Remember and Pray For the Following

Ann Bott, Ralph Bozza, Walter & Concetta Brock Jr, Bradley
Burchfield, Dominic Bongiorno, Joseph Colon, Terry Comer, Fr.
Angelus Croce, Carmine Curulli, Ingrid Diaz, Kara Deserto, Doug
Ernst Sr, Linda Flynn, Thomasina Gebhard, Richard Hennings, Ava
Kljajic, Bruce Konar, Joshua Koontz, Alex Krucinski, Kimberly Lane,
Kden LeoGrande, Elizabeth Lacovara, Pete Mahler, Maria Mallozzi,
Mary Jo Manno, Deacon Charles Mathias, Susanne Martone, Brett
Mershon, Mary Ellen Nienstedt, Sister Peggy Noone, Stephen Osborn,
Margie Palazzo, Jason Parker, Sr., Jerome Pasternak, Lorraine Paxton,
Ellie Prakopcyk, Owen Primavera, Connie Pyne, Peter F. Reynolds,
Carol Rock, Bishop Frank Rodimer, Colleen Romano, Linda Ross, Joan
Royer, Rose Marie Sciascia, Carole Salvatore, John Samsock, James
Scales, Diane Scarince, Greg Schmiditty, Gloria Shope, Carole Sisco,
Debbie Smith, Nancy Snook, Stephanie, Richie Sorce, Andrew Sorce,
Michael Sugar, Dale Swoboda, Roberta Treptau, David & Vince
Ventresca, Brooke Zaleski, Virginia Zaleski

A GOOD STEWARD

Sunday, December 17 $3,499.50

Thank you for your generosity!

SANCTUARY LAMP

This Week The Sanctuary Lamp Burns
for the Intentions of
Children of Corcoran and
Zaleski Families

WOMEN AND MEN OF THE ARMED FORCES

We ask God the Father, through the intercession of St. Michael
the Archangel, to protect all the men
and women in our Armed Forces. May
they be brought back safely to those
whom they love: Larisa Furs, US Navy;
Lt. Jason Gieniewski, U.S. Army; Pvt.
Daniel Michael Mobilio, Army; Captain
Richi M. Pazdzierski, US Army; Captain
Jane Petrick, Army; Lt. Daniel T.
Pevarnik, Jr, National Guard; Captain
Cheryl Ryan, US Army; Seaman Recruit
Tyler Joseph Salonia; Michael Valeich, Staff Sergeant; Pvt.
Zachary Wharton, Robert Williams, Airman

MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE AND DAY AND

NEW YEAR’S EVE AND DAY

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24th, Mass schedule is
7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am.

Sunday, Christmas Eve Mass schedule is 6:00pm and Midnight
Mass. Monday, Christmas Day Mass schedule is 7:30am,
9:00am and 11:00am.

January 1st is the feast of Mary, the Mother of God. This is a
Holy Day of Obligation. The mass schedule for New Year’s
Eve, December 31st is 5:00pm and New Year’s Day is 9:00am.

NEED FOR LAPTOPS

If you have a good working laptop you do not need
anymore, please consider donating it to us. We will give
them to the needy families.




THE CHRISTMAS TREE

The Christmas tree, of which the first-
known mention was made in 1605 at
Strasbourg, was introduced into France
and England in 1840. It symbolizes the
great family tree of Christ which
through David and Jesse has its roots in
Abraham, the father of the chosen race.
It is often laden with gifts to remind us
that Christmas brought us the priceless
gifts of grace and of eternal life. It is
frequently adorned with lights that
recall to us that Christ is the Light of
the world enlightening those who sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death.

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOU

Who am 1? Why am | here? We all grapple with the
questions from time to time. When you come to Mass this
Christmas, you'll receive a special gift from our parish that
will help you find the answers so you can start living the
amazing life God created you to live.

NEW SONG BOOK

The new song books have arrived. It's not too late to
purchase a book to donate to the Church in Memory of a
Loved One. The dedication will be placed inside the cover.
The cost is $18.90 or $30.00 for the Choir book.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus are hosting a raffle for a custom
Handcrafted shadow box commemorating the 50t
Anniversary of the dedication of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
church by Bishop Lawrence B. Casey, Bishop of Paterson, on
July 27, 1967. Handcrafted by the Knights from solid oak
church pews obtained during the OLMC garage clean-out in
the fall of 2016. Featuring votive candles and music box, this
well-built shadow box is a true representation of the Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel church community, and will be enjoyed by
your family for generations to come. Tickets are $10.00 each
and available at the side door of the church after mass.

ONLINE GIVING OPTION

FOR WEEKLY AND ONE TIME GIFTS
Enrolling in Online Giving today is a great way to ensure
your gifts to Our Lady of Mt Carmel are received even
when you are away or traveling.
Please visit: https://olmcswartswood.churchgiving.com

NATIVITY PRAYER

God our Heavenly Father,

from the moment of creation, you have never ceased
showing your love for us.

Even when we turned away from you, you did not
abandon us to the darkness of sin and death.

Indeed, it was when our need was greatest that you sent
us a Redeemer—your Son, Jesus—to be born of the
Virgin Mary.

Bless us as we look upon this manger. May it remind us
of the humble birth of Jesus and raise our minds to
contemplate the awesome mystery of God-made-flesh.
Let this holy season fill us with hope that we might join
Him in the eternal Kingdom of peace in Heaven.
Through Christ, our Lord and Savior, who lives

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

This year the liturgical celebration for the weekend of
December 23rd and 24th is completely different from
Christmas liturgy. Attending Mass on this weekend does
not by any means fulfill your Christmas obligation. The
ideal practice is to attend the Christmas Mass which
begins in our parish on December 24th at 6pm and
Midnight. On December 25th at 7:30am, 9am and 11am. I
trust as a good Catholic you will continue to do the right
thing.
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