The Roman Catholic Communities of

St. James the Greater St. Thomas the Apostle
75 River Road and 210 Route 206 North
Montague, New Jersey Sandyston, New Jersey

Office for both parishes is located at
210 Route 206 North
Sandyston, NJ 07826

Parish Office: 973-948-2296
Fax: 973-948-4634
E-mail address: stiamesthomas@aol.com
Website address: saintjiamesthomas.org
Rectory: 973-293-7582

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

PASTOR: Father Wayne Varga
DEACON: Mr. Wayne von Doehren
CRE: Mrs. Mary Flexer
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Mrs. Patricia Hope
PARISH SECRETARY: Mrs. Rosemarie Briegel

Mass Schedule at St. James Mass Schedule at St. Thomas
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 11:30 AM Saturday: 4:30 PM — Vigil
Saturday: 8:00 AM Sunday: 9:30 AM

Mon., Tues., Wed. and Fri.: 9:00 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
St. Thomas the Apostle - Saturday - 4:00 PM - 4:20 PM or by appointment

Religious Education for children (CCD):
Religious Education/Youth Office and classes are located at the Msgr. Gacquin Youth/ Religious Education Center,
122 Layton-Hainesville Road, Sandyston (mail should be sent to parish office address listed above)
Phone: 973-948-7004 ~ Fax: 973-948-7007

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (September through April):
At St. Thomas the Apostle Church as part of the 9:30 AM Mass.

New parishioners are invited to fill out a registration form which can be found in the vestibule of the Church. Often when a Cathoalic is
asked to be a Godparent for baptism or sponsor for Confirmation a letter from the pastor of their parish is requested. This can only be

given to registered and active members of the parish.

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated during Mass providing that liturgical norms do not dictate otherwise. Please contact the office
to schedule a Baptism and to make arrangements for preparations especially for first time parents. Baptisms may be scheduled at other

times if extenuating conditions apply. Godparents must be practicing Catholics.

Part of our ministry is to visit the sick in hospital or at home. Privacy laws do not allow us to visit or pray publicly for the sick unless
permission is given by the individual or their health care proxy. Please inform us of the needs of the sick, and we will be happy to

respond as best we can.

Pregnancy Assistance
Call 1-800-395-HELP or Tri-State Pregnancy 570-491-5151
Good Counsel: 1.800.723.8331 for pregnant mothers in need anytime, anyplace.
www.goodcounselhomes.org
Post Abortion Healing:
Project Rachel 973-777-8818, ext. 272
Lumina: Hope and Healing After Abortion: 1.877.LUMINAL (877.586.4621)
www.postabortionhelp.org
Adoption Services:
Adoption@CatholicCharities.

The Schools of The Catholic Academy of Sussex County
973-729-6125 X225
Rev. George A. Brown School (Pre-K to Gr. 4)
Pope John XXIII Middle School (Gr. 5to 7)
Pope John XXIII High School (Gr. 8 to 12)

Welcome -We Are a Tithing Parish


mailto:stjamesthomas@aol.com
http://www.goodcounselhomes.org/
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Prayer of Mothers, to Mary, Mother of God

Motherhood is a wonderful opportunity to participate in God’s creative activity. In this prayer,
mothers ask for God’s grace, and the Blessed Mother’s help, to cooperate with Him in the creation of
new life and the salvation of their children.

Father in heaven, grant me the grace to appreciate the dignity which You have conferred upon me.
Let me realize that not even the Angels have been blessed with such a privilege—

To share in Your creative miracle and bring new Saints to heaven.

Make me a good mother to all my children after the example of Mary, the Mother of Your Son.
Through the intercession of Jesus and Mary, I ask Your continued blessings upon my family.

Let us all be dedicated to Your service on earth and attain the eternal happiness in Your Kingdom of
Heaven. Amen.
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Prayer to Saint Monica for Mothers

Next to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Monica is one of the best examples of Christian
motherhood. For years, she prayed for the conversion of her only son. Her persistence was
answered with abundant grace: her son, Augustine, became a great saint and doctor of the Church.
Saint Monica faced a culture in which Christianity had not yet taken hold; we live in a culture in
which Christianity is increasingly marginalized, and children are pulled away from their faith. This
prayer for the Blessed Mother’s intercession, therefore, is particularly appropriate today.

O Saint Monica, exemplary mother of the great Saint Augustine, you perseveringly pursued your
wayward son, not with wild threats, but with prayerful cries to heaven.

Intercede for all mothers in our day, so that they may learn to draw their children to God.

Teach them how to remain close to their children, even the prodigal sons and daughters who have
sadly gone astray. Amen.

XK K X K K K XK KK KX KX

Prayer to Saint Gerard Majella for Motherhood
A Prayer to conceive a Child

Saint Gerard Majella was once falsely accused by a pregnant woman of being the father of her child.
He refused to defend himself, but the woman later admitted that she had lied. Because of this
incident, Saint Gerard became the patron saint of mothers and motherhood, as well as of those falsely
accused. This prayer could be said as a novena by a wife trying to conceive a child.

O glorious Saint Gerard, powerful intercessor before God, and wonder-worker of our day,

I call upon you and seek your help. You who always fulfilled God’s will on earth, help me to do
God’s holy will. Intercede with the Giver of life, from whom all parenthood proceeds,

That I may conceive and raise children who will please God in this life,

And be heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven. Amen.



SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 13, 2018

St. James the Greater

St. Thomas the Apostle

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns for the
Intentions of Flo Puccio at the
Request of her Family

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns for the
Intentions of Happy & Ann Dunn at the
Request of their Children

SATURDAY, May 19
8:00AM — Raymond Shea

PENTECOST SUNDAY

May 20
8:00AM — Josephine Yarosz

reg. by Linda & Mike Spinapolice

11:30AM — Dom & Agnes Giordano
req. by their Family

MONDAY, May 14
9:00AM — Bertha Erskine
req. Ray & Mary Flexer
-Robyn McGowan-Knecht
reg. by her Classmate, Mary Flexer
-Intentions of Michael Toth
reg. by his Mom

TUESDAY, May 15
9:00AM — Joseph Walter
reg. by Frances Demalderis

WEDNESDAY, May 16

ST. JAMES THE GREATER
$1,796.00 — Regular Collection —May 6, 2018 +
$ 225.00 - Online Giving
$2,477.00 — Weekly Budget Need
$2,014.00 — Regular Collection —May 7, 2017

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will.
For On-Line Giving: log onto our website:
saintjamesthomas.org Then go to On-Line Giving link.

The Legion of Mary meets every Friday morning at
10:00a.m. in St. Thomas the Apostle Church. Men and
women of both parishes are invited to consider Auxiliary
or Active membership. For further information, please
contact the parish office.

Rosaries for Peace

Please join us Sundays before 9:30am Mass for recitation of the
First Glorious Mystery of the Holy Rosary. The remaining
mysteries will be recited immediately after Mass. Rosary beads
are available in the Gathering Space.

The Saturday eve Mass will also be preceded by a Rosary for
Peace, beginning at 4:10 p.m. May we ask our Blessed Mother,
Patroness of our Nation, to help us find peace in our nation and
in the world.

St. James Rosary & Altar Society If any ladies in the parish are
interested in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or
Linda Spinapolice at 973-293-7031.

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of
the love God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing
“ie® such a beautiful image in your home turns hearts to
prayer and brings grace to those who open their hearts to any
image of God'’s love. If you would like to have the statue of Our
Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any further information
about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana,
Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601. Pray the Family Rosary

9:00AM - Intentions of Barbara Guinn
Birthday Celebration
reg. by Chris Lord
-Intentions of Dale M. Briegel
Graduation Celebration
reg. by his Mom

THURSDAY, May 17
No Mass

FRIDAY, May 18
9:00AM — Katherine Jones

reg. by her daughter, Janice

SATURDAY, Vigil, May 19
4:30PM — The VanderPloog & Engels Families
reg. by Jason & Lucy VanderPloog

PENTECOST SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 20
9:30AM — Helen & Frank Morenski

reg. by Cecelia Smith & Family

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
$1,931.00 — Regular Collection — May 6, 2018 +
$ 353.00 — Online Giving
$4,410.00 — Weekly Budget Need
$3,266.00 — Regular Collection —May 7, 2017
Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will.
For On-Line Giving: log onto our website:
saintjamesthomas.org Then go to On-Line Giving link.

TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR:

Margaret Accordino, James Brittain, Peg Coates, Mary Cunico, Frances
Demalderis, Rozanne DeNardo, Derya Dimertas, Judy Dressie, Rachel
Gibbs, Mary Guimes, Barbara Haggerty, Carmen Howell, Jennifer, Doug
Kabbash, Betty Lacovara, Angela Lanzalotta, Jeff Librizzi, Joseph
Ligammari, Jodi Lupo, Thomas Lynch, Betty Mastrelli, Sonny Mastrelli
Sandy Matthews, Brian McKenna, John Meehan, Bill Myers, Kelly
Nicole, Robert Organes, Jim Pantelmo, Danielle Parker, Tracey Perles,
Flo Puccio, Sarah Scheckner, Alex Sepiol, Infant John Antonio Seti, Pam
Spencer, Joan Strehl, Baby Teddy, Michael Toth, Jen Vaughn, Tarra
Wagner, Thomas Walsh and Joan White




Catholic Summer Camp
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Location: Our Lady Queen of Peace, Branchville
Date: June 25" — June 29" Time: 9:00am — 12:00pm
Grades: Children entering K-4
Cost: $25.00 for one child - $30.00 Family Fee
REGISTRATION: Online Registration forms are
available at www.olgpbranchville.org under the
Religious Education tab or may be obtained at the

parish office. For more information, please call Jenn
at the OLQP parish office at 973-948-3185.

The Columbiettes are looking for new members.
Please call Pat Lane if you are interested at 973-300-
1954. We look forward to welcoming you.

Reflections on the Readings

Father Wayne will lead us in scripture study each
Tuesday morning after Mass in the Father Lewis
Center. All are welcome. Please join us.

Columbiettes

Our Seminarian, Tom Costello, Jr., the son of Cindy
and Tom Costello, is in preparation for the
priesthood. The Columbiettes are sponsoring funding
towards his education in this most holy endeavor.
There are containers placed in both parishes. We
appreciate any donations that are given. We thank all
parishioners in advance and especially thank Father
Wayne for his encouragement in this endeavor.

St. Thomas Coffee Hour will take place on Sunday,
May 20™ after the 9:30 AM Mass. All are welcome.
Please come and join us.
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY
READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly

The Ascension of the Lord
May 13, 2018

“Therefore, it is necessary that one of the men
who accompanied us the whole time the Lord
Jesus came and went among us, beginning
from the baptism of John until the day He was
taken up from us, become with us a witness to
his resurrection... Then they prayed, ‘You, Lord,
who know the hearts of all, show which one of
these two you have chosen to take the place in
this apostolic ministry from which Judas turned
away to go to his own place.””

As the early church prayed that the Lord direct the
choice of the twelfth apostle, they listed the
requirements of time, presence, and witness. The
word ‘accompanied’ is the image so often used by
Pope Francis, as we are accompanied by and walk
with Jesus.

Their prayer should be our prayer, for the Lord
knows well our hearts. He continues to choose
among our parish families people to fill His ministry.
He continues to choose others who will be ordained
this month to continue the apostolic ministry. May
we pray for those to be ordained, ask the Lord to
inspire others to follow and do His work, and find us
supporting those who have responded to His call.
We too need time, presence, and witness.


https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=liguori+vbs+clipart+shipwrecked&id=960F28A1E92A0ACAAC4C476661112C609609C739&FORM=IQFRBA
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http://www.bonventure.net/Images/ascen2.jpg

This Week in Our Parishes
STC- St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center
SJC- St. James Church or Church Hall
REC-Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed. Center

Sunday, May 13, 2018
SeventhSunday of Easter
Mothers Day

Monday, May 14
8:30 a.m. SJC St. James Clean-Up Day

Tuesday, May 15
10:00a.m. STC Reflections on Readings
7:00 p.m. REC Men’s Prayer Group

Wednesday, May 16
Thursday, May 17

Friday, May 18
10:00a.m. STC Adoration of Bl. Sac. (till Noon)
10:00a.m. STC Legion of Mary Mtg.

Saturday, May 19

Sunday, May 20, 2018
Feast of Pentecost
9:30a. m. STC Coffee Hour after Mass
11:00a.m. STC Columbiettes’ Mtg.
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Next Sunday’s Readings: Pentecost
1st Reading: Acts of Apostles:21--11
Resp. Psalm: Psdm 104
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3—7, 12-13
Gospel: John B: 26—27; 16: 12-15
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Children’s Garden to support Food Pantry.
This month we are planning to place a small
container garden with spring vegetables along side
the Father Lewis Center. The garden will be
tended by children following the week-end Mass,
and the vegetables grown will be available to
families who utilize the Food Pantry. If you have
ideas, time or materials to contribute to this project,
please call or text Jane Farrell at 973-670-6077.

Happy Mother’s Day today to all our Moms,
Grandmas, Godmothers and all who serve in that
most important role.  You are the heart of your
family—and of our parish family.  May the Lord
bless you especially on this day, and may your
families remind you of their appreciation and
devotion.

Seeing Red. Next week is the Feast of
Pentecost—the feast of the Holy Spirit inspiring the
early church with authority and enthusiasm. The
color red is associated with the Spirit. As a way of
reminding and inspiring each other, | invite you to
wear something red to church next week-end.

Christian Unity Service at Pentecost. Asa
way of working towards the one-ness which God desires
among us, we are holding an ecumenical service on the
occasion of the Pentecost. The date is Mon. May 21, at
7:00 p.m., and it will be hosted at St. Thomas. We
look forward to joining with Pastor Mike and people of
the Minisink Reformed Church and Pastor Jo-Anne and
the congregation at the Delaware Valley United
Methodist Church. Pastor Mike will offer the Message.
Refreshments will be served after the Service. Join with
our Christian sisters and brothers in praying for the
greater unity which the Lord desires among us.

St. James Clean-Up Days. Tomorrow,
Mon. May 14 will be the first of our St. James
Clean-Up Days. St. James is asking for parishioner
help as we collaborate with the Sussex Co. Sheriff’s
Labor Assistance Program.  Clean-Up begins at
8:30 a.m. (or whenever you can get here). A second
day is reserved, next Monday, if necessary.  Let’s
make St. James Parish sparkle for our 75"
Anniversary !

Tricky Tray. Our thanks to all who worked so
hard to make our annual St. Thomas Tricky Tray a
great success. Thanks also to all who donated
baskets for this event. And to all who attended.
Profit for this year’s ‘Tray’ was $ 5,520.

FORMED.org Free to you as a parishioner;
our parish code is: HCVWQC. The password is:
formed.

Recommended by FORMED.org: Listen
to:

(For Mother’s Day): Feminine Genius, by
Colleen Caroll Campbell.  On the uniqueness of
the nature and vocation of women.



