31th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intentions

Let God Be God!

Monday, November 6
7am John Sullivan
Tuesday, November 7
9am Raymond F. Barry
Wednesday, November 8
7am Evelyn Sullivan
Thursday, November 9
9am Peggy Colander
Friday, November 10
7am Virginia Worthington
Saturday, November 11
9am Msgr. Patrick Brown
5pm Marion Ponzek
Sunday, November 12
7am Richard Sostowski
9am Josephine Ferrer
11am Bill Kenny
5:30pm Susan Sullivan

T

hey called him "The Lip of Louisville," a heavyweight
boxer who followed his gold medal victory in the
1960 Rome Olympics with a professional career that
quickly led to two things: amazing success and widespread
animosity. There was no doubting his ability, but his brash
personality and in-your-face arrogance led many to dislike
him. His boasting eventually took the form of a simple
anthem: "I am the greatest!"
Few genuine fans of the sport of boxing would
challenge his claim of greatness, although many still
remember and resent the boasting and bluster he
continued to spew for a good part of his career. But time
has a way of mellowing all of us, and Muhammad Ali was
no exception. There's a story told of a traveler curious
about the small crowd surrounding someone at Metro
Airport in Detroit. The traveler had enough time to
investigate and recognized "The Champ," as Ali became
known later in his life, as the center of all the attention.
Afflicted by Parkinson's disease that had robbed him of his
gift of gab, he was wordlessly, even humbly, handing out
leaflets. The traveler took one and read a message that
began with: "God is the greatest."
That's the simple message of today's first reading from
the prophet Malachi: A great king am I, says the Lord.
There's a dire warning to the priests: Give glory to my
name… [or] your blessing I will make a curse. It seems it is
from this very perspective that Jesus speaks out so
aggressively in our Gospel, as he confronts the hypocrisy of
the Pharisees. How interesting that he doesn't dismiss
them or question their authority, but warns all of us to go
beyond words of faith and to act on what we profess.
Whenever Jesus says I am in the Gospels – and he does
it a number of times, especially in John – he is making a
clear reference to the First Commandment of the Ten, and
to his own divinity. Remember that First Commandment? I
am the Lord your God. You shall have no strange gods
before me. It's very easy to dismiss it as hopelessly out of
step with the modern world.
We might say there's not a lot of idol worship going on
in our culture, at least worship of carved images of strange
deities. But we do have our idols ─ power, wealth, fame,
pleasure, independence. The most insidious and widely
embraced idol, though, is the image we see when we look
in a mirror. There is something within us that in subtle
ways struggles mightily with the notion of allowing God to
be God: it’s that determined sense that "nobody is going to
tell me what to do."
So how do we let God be God; let God be the greatest?
One way is through prayer, when we pray the Lord's
Prayer and say "thy will be done." Repeatedly returning to
a posture of humbly seeking and following the will of God,
no matter how challenging, no matter how contrary to our
own will, is the heart and soul of humbling ourselves as
Jesus calls us to. It allows God to be God. And God is the
greatest!

If you are a family member or friend of the person being
remembered at Sunday Mass, please feel free to approach an
usher and offer to bring up the gifts.

Pray for the Sick
Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino, Kristen Johnson, Kathryn
Olden, Grant Martin Scruggs, John Allen, Paula Dugan,
Tawny Wamack, and all those listed in Our Lady’s Chapel
prayer book of intentions.

Collection
Last weekend’s collection: $13,433.00*
*Included in this number is Faith Direct, electronic giving.
The weekly average for electronic giving is $5,476.00. For
an easier more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Second Collection Next Week
Next weekend we begin our monthly second collections for
Project Faith, our Diocesan Assessment. Your generosity in
helping us meet this obligation is greatly appreciated.

Baptism
This weekend we welcome into the Church through the
waters of Baptism Cecelia Hall Seminara, daughter of
Nicholas and Hally (Nee Toia), and Addison Maria Wixted,
daughter of Adam and Leticia (Nee Ferrere).

Communion for the Sick and
Homebound
Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit and bring Holy
Communion to anyone who is sick or homebound. If you,
or someone you know, would like would like to be visited
by a Eucharistic Minister, please call the parish office.

Religious Education

Kindergarten Religious Education
(Monthly Sunday)
November 5, 10am – 10:45am – PLC Library

Grades 1-5 Learning Session
Wednesday, November 8 – 4 to 5pm – Parish Life Center

Junior High Religious Education
(Grades 5, 6, 7 & 8)
Student Sessions
Sunday November 5 & 19, 6:30pm – 8:00pm,
All sessions will gather in the Parish Hall. We encourage
families to attend the 5:30pm Sunday Evening Mass.

First Reconciliation Workshop
Sunday, November 5
12:30pm – 2:30pm
First Reconciliation Workshop- Parish Hall
Parent/s and communicant attend

Youth Ministry

• Youth Ministry Registration is open! Forms have been
emailed home to all 9th & 10th grade families. Please get
your forms in ASAP! If you did not receive a form please
email christa@churchofchristtheking.org.
• Attention ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS! Please send an
email to christa@churchofchristtheking.org with your
college address as soon as it is made available to you…
just because you are away from home, doesn’t mean we
forget about you. ☺
• Calling all Juniors & Seniors!
RETREAT TEAM APPLICATIONS can be found online at
www.churchofchristtheking.org/youthministry! If you
are interested in being a retreat leader, please complete
the application and send it Christa ASAP.
Application deadline is September 1.

Mark your calendars
Antioch Retreat (10th Grade) | January 12, 13, 14
Confirmation (10th Grade Students) | May 8 at 7pm

2017 Bishop’s Annual Appeal

Did you know that in our country, compared to 50 years
ago, there are 20,000 fewer priests and 130,000 fewer
religious sisters? At the same time, the Catholic population
has continued to grow steadily. Many factors have
contributed to the decline: growing secularism, a
lengthened period of adolescence, attitudes about celibacy,
etc. During Vocation Awareness week, please pray that
young people in today’s society will hear and respond to
God’s call. Al do your part to encourage them to consider
the priesthood and religious life.

It is important that when you
give to any charitable
organization, you are
confident that the funds are
used wisely. Be assured that
your gift to the Bishop’s
Annual Appeal supports four
causes: our Catholic Charities
agencies, seminarian
education, our inner-city area
elementary schools and our
priests’ retirement residence.
In addition, 50% of all funds received over a parish’s goal
is returned to the parish directly for its own needs. Please
know that Appeal funds are used for no other purpose and
serve only those who live in Morris, Passaic and Sussex
counties. Please make a pledge to the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal today. For your convenience, you can make an
online gift or pledge at www.2017appeal.org. Thank you.

Prayer for Vocations

Book of the Month

Sacrament of First Reconciliation
Saturday, November 18 at 10:30am

National Vocation Awareness
Week | November 5 – 11

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to
serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help others to
respond generously and courageously to your call. May our
community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in
our youth and young adults! Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

The next meeting of the Book of the
Month will take place on November 28
at 10am. The book to be discussed is
“The Jersey Brothers” by Sally Mott
Freemen.
All are welcome.

Meetings & Happenings

Saint of the Week

Sunday, November 5
All Day Eva’s Village Serving
10am Kindergarten
12:30pm First Reconciliation Workshop
6:30pm Jr. High RE
Monday, November 6
10am Women of Grace
7pm Women of Grace
Tuesday, November 7
7pm RCIA Class – Communion of Saints
7pm Adult Choir
Wednesday, November 8
4pm RE Wednesday Afternoon Session
Thursday, November 9
9:30am Bible 101
11am Harding Seniors
Friday, November 10
10:30am Bible Study
Saturday, November 11
9:30am Reconciliation
Sunday, November 12
4:30pm Rock Retreat Follow Up
6:30pm Youth Ministry – Holy Spirit

November 11 – St. Martin of Tours

An Outreach Note
from Sister Mary Joseph….
Thank you to all those who contributed new and used coats,
hats, gloves and scarves to the recent coat drive. Nearly 100
coats were donated, along with dozens of scarves, hats and
gloves! Many of our neighbors will be warmer this winter
due to your generosity. God bless you all!!

Christmas to Inmates
Boxes will be placed in the rear of Church for Christmas
gifts for inmates at the Morris Country Correctional
Facility. We are collecting only the following items
§
§
§
§
§
§

Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Deodorant
Shampoo (medium or large, no over-size bottles)
White crew socks for men and women, all sizes.
White briefs for women
White briefs for men.

Please do not wrap your items. They will be distributed to
the prisoners in gift bags for Christmas. Deadline is
December 10.

Lector Workbooks
Lector Workbooks for the new liturgical cycle, which
begins December 3rd, are available in the Priest’s Sacristy.
Please stop in the Sacristy and pick up your Workbook
before you leave Mass.

Daily Reading
Find Today’s Readings at www.bit.ly/2gGKsiU

S

t. Martin was born in the
fourth century in what is
today known as Hungary.
He was the first universally
popular saint in Europe, and
more churches in Europe are
dedicated to him than to any
other saint.
Martin was born a pagan
and served in the Roman army
in Gaul. While he was a soldier
on duty he had an experience
for which he became widely
known and which is often depicted in paintings. He came
across a beggar, shivering in the cold. Martin immediately
took off his cloak, cut it in two, and gave half to the beggar.
That night Jesus appeared to him in a dream, wearing the half
he had given to the beggar, and saying, “Martin, yet a
catechumen, has covered me with his cloak.”
When discharged from the army, Martin was ordained,
converted his parents, and went to live as a hermit on an
island. Eventually he returned to France and founded the
first monastery in the West. In 371 the people of Tours
demanded that Martin be named their bishop. He established
parishes throughout his diocese, traveling to visit them by
means of donkey, on foot, or by boat. He endeared himself to
all through his simplicity and kindness. He begged for the
lives of those condemned to death, gave generously to the
poor, and cured the sick with healing powers.
Martin died on November 8, 397. A magnificent basilica
was built over his grave in Tours. People from all over Europe
came to visit his grave. He is the patron saint of the poor,
soldiers, and conscientious objectors.
St. Martin, give us the vision to see that what we do for
others we truly do for you.

Diocese of Paterson
80th Anniversary
Save the Date | You Are Invited
On December 9, 2017, we will celebrate the 80th
anniversary of the actual date of the creation of the
Diocese of Paterson (December 9, 1937). You are invited to
a special 9:30 a.m. Solemn Mass at the Cathedral with
Bishop Serratelli, followed by a breakfast at the
Brownstone, Paterson at 11am. Tickets are $40/person
and are available online at www.rcdop.org/breakfast.
This is a day of Celebration for all of us living in the
Diocese of Paterson!

Hospitality Sunday
Munchkins, juice and coffee are available in the parish hall
after the 9am Mass this weekend. Come and socialize,
meet new parishioners and enjoy some refreshments with
the parish staff.
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