
  
 

PARISH MINISTRIES/ORGANIZATIONS  
& COORDINATORS 

Altar Servers…………………………..Fr. Charles  
Baptismal Preparation………………..Robert & Sharon  
                                Misyak, Terry Westdyke, Jeanne McBride 
Bereavement Support……………........Carol Bezak 
Book Discussion………………………..Carol Bezak 
Church Cleaning……… ……………Peter & Ann Kazmierski 
        Marie Fischer 
FOCCUS Marriage Preparation ….....Robert & Sharon  
                                                                         Misyak 
Family Promise.......................................Carol Oesen          
Helping Hands…………………………Terry Westdyke 
Leisure Group…………………………Grace Casalino 
Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers…………Carol Bezak 
RCIA …………………..Carol Bezak/Sr. Theresa Losiewicz 
Scripture Reflection……………………Carol Bezak 
Sussex Help Center…………………….Joan Thomas 
Ushers…………………………………...Fr. Charles 
Website Administration……………….Francisco Perez 
Would you like to become involved in any of the above ministries 

or groups? Please call the Rectory – we need YOU!!! 
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TO RESERVE FOR 2016 MASS INTENTIONS & 
SANCTUARY LAMP DEVOTIONS 

CALL THE RECTORY 973-875-4521 
Masses: $5.00 each; Mass cards: small($5.00) & large($10.00) 

sizes. Sanctuary candle devotions - for a one-week period - 
$5.00. 

 PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
                  Stewardship Report – Treasure  
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Budgeted Amount:                $5,000.00 
 
Regular Collection – 2/14/16:                              $2,537.00 
Parish Pay – 2/14/16:      566.00   
Total Regular Collection – 2/14/16:               $3,103.00              
              
Regular Collection – 2/21/16:               $3,560.00 
Parish Pay – 2/21/16:      656.00 
Total Regular Collection – 2/21/16:               $4,216.00 
 
Church in Central & Eastern Europe – 2/21/16:          $1,051.00 
Parish Pay – CCEE – 2/21/16:       35.00 
Total CCEE – 2/21/16:                $1,086.00 
   
            ST. MONICA’S ANNUAL COLLECTION 
Parish Goal    $50,000.00 
Total # of Families                         461 
Total # Pledged          141 
% of Participation                       30.59% 
Total Amount Pledged   $43,570.00 
(Includes 3 matching grants pledged) 
Total Amount Paid   $37,597.50 
(Includes 2 matching grants pd. in full) 
***************************************************  
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attending, but haven’t formally registered yet? Registration forms are 
located in a large white envelope on the table near the Church Hall 
exit. Please fill it out, mail it back to the Rectory (address on front of 
bulletin) or give it to Fr. Charles or an usher on Sunday.      

*************************************************** ************             

FOR CANCELLATION OF PARISH    
PROGRAMS/EVENTS DUE TO INCLEMENT 

WEATHER, PLEASE VISIT            
http://wsus102.3iheart.com or tune in to WSUS102.3FM 

all updates are posted on this website – as well as our parish 

website  www.stmonicasussex.org  

  SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
       Third Sunday of Lent 

Sunday Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 
Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 
First Friday Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 
First Saturday Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 
 

NEW PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday thru Friday, 9:30-1:30pm – please call prior  

to stopping in. 
Keep our contact information handy! 

Phone #: 973-875-4521Fax #: 973-875-7538 
Website:  www.stmonicasussex.org  Email: stmonica@ptd.net 

CONSIDER A GIFT TO YOUR PARISH …… 
So often when a loved one dies the family requests that in lieu of 
flowers donations be made to organizations that were of special 

significance in the life of that person – like a VFW organization or 
sometimes it is in thanksgiving to organizations that assisted the 
person during their illness – American Cancer Society, The Red 

Cross, St. Jude’s Hospital, Karen Ann Quinlan Hospice, etc.  Why 
not consider your parish where you and your family grew in faith – 
where so many special moments, in times of joy and sorrow, were 
celebrated – Baptisms, Weddings, First Communions, Funerals - 

the place where your relationship to God was especially 
meaningful. Generations to come may yet be grateful for your 

generous gift.                 



  
 

 

 

       PARISH EVENTS/MEETINGS  
          ~Lenten Spiritual/Social Opportunities~  
  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS & MASS – every Friday at 9:00am 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS  – every Friday evening at 7:30pm 
RECONCILIATION  –  “Welcome Home to Healing” - confessions 
every Monday evening beginning February 22nd , 7:00-8:30pm in 
Church through Lent. 
ST. PATRICK/ST. JOSEPH CELEBRATION  – Sunday, March 
13th at 4:00pm. Prayer service for both saints, everyone brings a food 
item to share – come and join us for this long-time traditional 
celebration! Details will follow – sign up after Mass! 

Help is needed for set-
up/kitchen/clean-up – call the 

Rectory today and leave your name 
and phone # if you can help. 

************************************************* 
“Best Lent Ever”  – How are you doing this Lent? That was 
the question Fr. Fitzpatrick asked us at some of the Masses last 
weekend and we were all able to reflect on our own Lenten journeys. 
Dynamic Catholic has offered a great spiritual addition to your 
Lenten journey – you can still sign up today at 
www.dynamiccatholic.com if you wish to follow along. 
Rediscover Jesus – Matthew Kelly’s newest book is still for 
purchase at the great price of only $3 each! This book parallels the 
“Best Lent Ever” program. Books can be picked up at the Rectory 
office during business hours – 9:30am – 1:30pm.  “Don’t give up 
chocolate for Lent” - hopefully you are doing something worthwhile 
this Lent.   Come to a DINNER/DISCUSSION for Rediscover Jesus 
a great way to share food, fellowship and faith! Join us on Thursday, 
March 10th at 6:30pm in the Church Hall.  Bring your book – $8.00 
per person covers dinner & dessert – call 973-875-4521 to RSVP. 

 ******************************* 
COFFEE & DONUTS - the first Sunday of each month at 
9:00am - or come before the 10:00am Mass in the Church Hall. Next 
date is March 6th - after the 8:00am Mass.    
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION  – Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm 
in the Rectory Meeting Room. Weekly reading & reflection of the 
Sunday Scriptures – fellowship time & refreshments follow. Call 
Carol at 973-875-4521. 
CHOIR REHEARSALS  -  Every Sunday morning at 9:15am 
sharp we practice for the 10:00am Mass. Call Judy at 908-294-0571. 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SESSION – was cancelled last week 
due to the weather conditions – a new session is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 3rd  at 7:00pm in the Meeting Room. Call Carol to 
RSVP – 862-266-6626 if you plan to attend. 
ST. MONICA’S LEISURE GROUP - will be resuming its 
monthly meetings on March 2.  Listed below are dates and themes for 
2016.  Each month we enjoy lunch, good company and delicious 
desserts made by our members.  We meet at 12:00 noon in the church 
hall on the first Wednesday of the month, unless otherwise noted.  
Dues are $10 a year.  New members are welcome.  For further 
information please contact Grace Casalino at 973-702-8569. 
March 2 - Welcome-Back Lunch;  April 6 - “In your Easter Bonnet” 
May 4 - Pot Luck I;  June 1 - Pot Luck II;  July 6 - Independence Day 
Celebration;  August 3 - “Be Cool” Summer Lunch; September 7  
Labor Day Celebration;  October 5 - Oktoberfest;  November 2 - 
Halloween Party;  December 8 (Thursday)  - Christmas Party at the 
Lamp Post Rest. 
HELPING HANDS 
St. Monica’s Helping Hands meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30pm in the Rectory Meeting Room.  All are invited – call 
Terry Westdyke at 845-258-8051. 
************************************************** 
 

        RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Grades 1-8 
CALENDAR: 
1st  Grade  -  Sunday, March 13th - 9:00am (please be prompt) in 
the Meeting Room, followed by 10:00am Mass. 
2ND Grade – Saturday,  March 5th – Reconciliation Workshop in 
the Church Hall. Rehearsal/workshop in preparation of First 
Reconciliation on March 7th 
Sacrament of Reconciliation – Monday, March 7th at 6:30pm; 
Snow Date is Tuesday, March 8th. 
3rd & 4 th Grades –  Sunday, March 13th – class will begin at 
11:15am (join us right after 10:00am Mass) in the Meeting Room.   
5th & 6 th Grades – Saturdays, March 5th & March 12th  – 3:00pm 
in the Church Hall – attendance at 5:00pm Mass is highly encouraged 
for those attending class. 
7th & 8 th Grades – Saturday, March 12th – attend the 5:00pm Mass, 
dinner and class will follow til 8:15pm.  

Religious Ed Calendars are posted on our website.  
www.stmonicasussex.org un der Religious Education 

      EMERGENCY CLOSINGS: http://wsus1023.iheart.com     
“We appreciate the dedication of our catechists – and the 

cooperation of our parents – as we move closer to the end of the 
Religious Ed year, take some time to ask  your children about their 
faith journey this year. You might be surprised at how much they 

are actually learning!.” 

                        YOUTH MINISTRY     
                                         
ATTENTION PHASE I STUDENTS  - The Distribution of the 
Creed has been cancelled for Saturday, March 5, 2016 at the 5pm Mass 
and moved to Saturday, April 9, 2016 at the 5pm Mass. An email will 
be sent to all regarding the change.  Thank You. 
CALENDAR: 
Saturday,  Mar. 5th - YM Class beginning with the 5pm Mass, 
followed by a light dinner than class 
Phase I - Theme: Scripture" Phase II - Theme: "Social Justice" 
Sunday, Mar. 6th - Make up class - 6:30pm to 8:30pm (no dinner)  
ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS :  Sign up sheets are up on the 
bulletin board for both the visit to the Department of Persons with 
Disabilities which we hope you would sincerely consider and for the 
St. Joseph/St. Patrick Dinner. Please consider signing up for either or 
both of these service projects. Thank you. 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
First Reading: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 
Moses came upon a burning bush, when God called out to him. God 
told Moses that he had seen the suffering of his people in Egypt, and 
intended to lead them from their captors to a land of milk and honey. 
Moses asked what he should say if the Israelites should ask what God 
wished to be called. God replied, "I am who am." 
 
Second Reading: I Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
Paul describes how the people were led into the desert by Moses, yet 
many of them were struck down by God. He warns that this should 
serve as an example not to give in to wicked desires or we may suffer 
the same downfall. 
 
Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 
Jesus says that an individual's misfortune does not mean that their sins 
were greater than someone else's. He warns that without repenting, all 
sinners will meet the same end. He tells of a barren fig tree whose 
owner planned to cut it down. But a servant offered to give it special 
care for one year, and destroy it should it remain barren. This 
symbolizes God's patience toward us. 
  
 



  
 

 
 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIAL ENVELOPES  are available on the tables at the Church and hall exits. If you wish 
to have a loved one remembered during the Easter masses, fill out the envelope with their name and include your 
donation in the envelope. A collection box will be located near the pulpit – please put your envelope in this box. A 
special list will be prepared with all names of the deceased and included in the bulletin, as well as on the altar for prayers 

for all the Easter masses.  
***************************************** 

OUR PARISH WEBSITE………is under re-construction and our webmaster, Francisco Perez has been working 
with eCatholic to create a whole new look for us! Please be patient as we move through this transition – we know 
you will like what you see when it is done! 

*************************************************** ************************** 
SENIOR BREAKFAST  – Sussex Middle School will sponsor a Senior Breakfast on Tuesday, March 8, 2016 from 8:45 – 
9:45am served by the national Junior Honor Society. The breakfast will be followed by a musical production of The Lion 
King, Jr. We welcome all seniors! Call to RSVP by Tuesday, March 1st to 973-875-4138 and leave a message with your 
name and the total number in your party. 
  ************************************************* ********************* 



  
 

From the Pastor’s desk………………… 
“Just wanted to take this opportunity to convey to so many of you my gratitude for your kind 

expressions of good will – through your sending of ‘get well’ cards, sending flowers and plants and expressions 
of concern for my recovery, assuring me of your prayers, your concern and offers of whatever help I may need. 

Other than a couple of very minor surgical procedures over the years – like a one-inch cut for carpel 
tunnel, a laparoscopic procedure for kidney stones or a torn meniscus – on each knee – this spinal surgery is the 
most serious and extensive I have ever endured  

I feel most fortunate and suspect I take after my mother – health wise. She only began to experience 
serious health issues in her 80’s. I am indeed blessed. 

I now have a new appreciation for those whom I often visit in the hospital who have endured far more 
serious surgical procedures, and far more frequently, for more serious health issues. At least my medical issue 
can be fixed – other persons have issues that cannot be repaired. 

As is often the case with most men, I am a bad patient and a most impatient one as well. I do not like 
being tied down and told I must rest – or suffer more serious consequences. 
  So I just want you to know that I am indeed most grateful for your prayers and offers of help and 
support, your expressions of concern. As a way of saying ‘Thank You’ I pray God will bless you with good 
health and with comfort, healing and hope for those of you who are dealing with your own health issues.” 
 God’s peace be with you.” 
Peace, 
���������	
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
His Word Today by Rev. William J. Reilly 

 
“There an angel of the Lord appeared to him in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush, though on fire, 
was not consumed. So Moses decided, ‘I must  go over to look at this remarkable sight, and see why the bush is not burned.’ When the Lord saw 
him coming over to look at it more closely God called out to him from the bush… ‘come no nearer! Remove your sandals from your feet for the 

place where you stand is holy ground.” 
     The encounter of Moses with God at Horeb is one of the profound meetings of one with God. The scene is easy to imagine. The 
curiosity quite natural. The conversation so direct and reassuring. The end result, Moses is given a mission and God reveals His name 
‘tell them that I AM sent me to you.’ 
     Our God is described as a God of surprises. How often the unexpected occurs. He reveals Himself not in earthquakes but in a 
gentle breeze. He touches people’s lives feeding them with oil and flour. Jesus  heals the sick, restores sight to the blind, feeds the 
multitude, calms the sea and wind. What Pope Francis described in ‘Laudatio si’ (Praise to you) calls our attention to the environment, 
which is God’s creation, entrusted to our care. Lent, our time in the desert, brings us to the mountain of Transfiguration, to Mount 
Horeb and eventually to the mount of Calvary. May we discover the Lord as we make this journey in the gift of nature, in the people 
who journey with us.  Our God of surprises wishes to reveal His saving presence and mercy to us all. 

       *************************************************** ******************** 
CARDINAL TIMOTHY DOLAN will be at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Middletown, NY on Sunday, March 13th at 
9:00am along with Bishop Dominick Lagonegro for a special Mass in conjunction with the Mid-Hudson St. Patrick’s Parade Committee.  All are 
invited. Call Carol Bezak, Shrine Director at 845-343-1879 Ext. 22 for details.  

  ************************************************* ********************* 
“Faustina – Messenger of Divine Mercy” - The Immaculate Conception Legion of Mary, Franklin, is proud to announce that "Faustina! 
Messenger of Mercy" live theater will be coming to Sparta in a few short weeks on Saturday, March 19th at 7:00pm at Pope John XXIII High School, 
28 Andover Road, Sparta, NJ. This is a professional production.  It is a one woman show which is a riveting performance.  It weaves 2 modern day 
real life dramas into the messages of mercy that Jesus revealed to Sr. Faustina. The school has the capacity to hold 1,000 people in their auditorium! 
In order to bring as many youth as possible, 600 tickets (@ $5.00 ea.) have been reserved for students (Middle, HS, or college) 300 seats are for 
adults (@ $10). Visit www.faustinasparta.eventbrite.com  - for more information call 862-684-0984. 

*************************************************** ************************************* 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY? How about  passing through a Holy Door? 

Passing through a Holy Door is part of the pilgrimage that all Catholics are encouraged to make, whether during a trip to Rome, or a trip to the 
cathedrals or specially designated churches in and around their own dioceses. These pilgrimages come with special graces, and they allow each of us 
to share in the many blessings of the Holy Year. Passing through the Holy Door symbolizes our leaving the world outside and entering into the realm 

of salvation. As Pope St. John Paul II said, the Holy Door “evokes the passage from sin to grace which every Christian is called to accomplish”          
“By crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others 

as the Father has been with us.” Pope Francis (Misericordiae Vultu).  (There are several Holy Doors in the surrounding area – St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in NYC, Sacred Heart Basilica in Newark, The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Middletown, NY) 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


