


 
 
Dear Members of St. Christopher, 
 

Our part in the drama of Easter begins today when we renew our baptismal promises. At baptism the seed of res-
urrection was planted deep in our souls. One day that seed will burst into the full fruit and flower of our own ris-
ing from the dead to new life. The new life that we all receive in baptism comes from God and we receive it 
through faith in Jesus Christ. It was the death and resurrection of Jesus which made this life a reality and we 
share it through our baptism, the sacramental expression of our death to self. Faith in Jesus enables us to die to 
ourselves and so live with him for God. Christ is risen. We are celebrating the fact that Christ is alive in our lives, 
that he is a living person for us and that his aliveness is experienced and manifested in various ways in our own 
lives.  We are celebrating life, that Christ is alive for me. Human life is not enhanced when people celebrate the 
dying of Jesus as the central event of history. We can never celebrate death; we can only celebrate life and love. 
Christians can celebrate Easter only when they are convinced that Christ is alive and loving them as the human, 
risen Christ. The first Easter was more than a victory over sin and weakness. Jesus brought out from the dark-
ness of his death into the dawn of his new life something precious for us all, since Easter faith is the awareness 
of the presence of his life and love in our lives, in us, around us. I have Easter faith when I am assured that there 
is a point to life, a vitality to every day, a purpose to our efforts which tire our hearts, scar our bodies, distress 
our spirit and make us feel lonely and empty.  
 
How do we experience that Jesus as a living Lord for us? Do we show that Easter is real, that Jesus is alive when 
we make our own life a source of light for others, when our words heal and encourage, when our hearts become 
more alive with compassion, when lesser values die in us for the sake of greater ones. Easter become real when 
people are consoled and strengthened by the life-giving Christian love of a brother or sister. 'Easter is real when 
we become sacraments of its presence. We are an Easter people, for there are many Easter moments in our lives 
when we become acutely aware of the living, loving Lord and we have to celebrate that life and love. For exam-
ple: a moment in prayer when we feel loved, especially after we have felt his absence like the disciples who expe-
rienced the emptiness of the tomb; a moment when we are touched and given hope by a word of scripture, like 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus when their hearts were uplifted in trust, hope and love as the Lord opened 
up the scriptures; a moment of sacramental reconciliation after we have experienced our weakness and selfish-
ness.  
 
We know that our moments of calm after the storm, of joy after sorrow, of restored vitality after weary days are 
ways of sharing in his paschal mystery. Eucharist is also Easter for it is the living bread and a sacrament of love 
in which we recognize and celebrate the risen Lord among us. Our reenactment of Easter climaxes when we re-
ceive Eucharist in Eucharist we receive the risen, vibrant, ever-living Jesus. Our Easter reenactment however, is 
not a one-person show. We give Jesus credit for writing the script (with lots of help from the Father and the Holy 

Spirit) and for producing, directing, and starring in this original Easter 
extravaganza. But what makes this Easter production the “Greatest 
Show on Earth” is the fact that each of us is Jesus’ understudy. We get 
to play the same Resurrection Role he does. Can you fulfill the script 
that Jesus has written for you?  
 
Have a wonderful Easter. ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 
 

Fr. Christopher Bennett 



WELCOME 
THIS IS A SEASON OF NEW BEGINNINGS! 

 
Easter is a time of new beginnings .from coloring Easter eggs to new clothes to new life from 
the tomb.  As we begin this season of new life from the tomb.  As we begin this season of 
new life together, we would like to say, WELCOME. 
 
WELCOME … to our regular parishioners who have journeyed with us through the season of 
Lent and have come together today to celebrate this magnificent feast! 
 
WELCOME … to those who are visiting with us for the first time.  Whether you are from out of-
town or from in-town, please know that we are glad that you are here.  Come back soon. 
 
WELCOME … in a very special way to Sparrow Fazzio, Stephanie Lei-Morales who celebrate 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist and Gary Timm who celebrates full communion 
through Confirmation and Eucharist during the Vigil.  For you and for us this is certainly a 
time of new beginnings. 
 
WELCOME … to those whose church attendance this past year may have been a bit            
irregular.  We are excited that you have made the decision to be with the community of St. 
Christopher on this special day.  If we can help you with your adjustment to regular church 
membership with St. Christopher, please don’t hesitate to let us know. 
 
WELCOME …. To our children and teen visitors.  In this community you are special!  If there are 
any of you who have missed celebrating Confirmation and First Communion  because of 
family re-location, or not knowing how to become active again, let us know.  We would be 
very pleased to help bring you into our community. 
 
WELCOME … to those who may not be formal members of the Catholic Church.  We do our 
best to make all feel welcome who join us for worship.  We hope that you have caught 
some of the spirit of St. Christopher!  If you are considering full membership with this faith 
community we would be excited to share our story with you. 
 
WELCOME … to any of you who have for any reason have felt alienated from the Church of 
your birth.  For whatever hurts you may have experienced, we apologize.  If you desire to 
again become active with a parish, let us share with you the opportunities that exist here at 
St. Christopher. 
 
Wishing you a Blessed Easter! 
 
THE STAFF OF ST. CHRISTOPHER  



 

Prior to A.D. 325, Easter was variously celebrated on different days of the 
week, including Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. In that year, the Council of 
Nicaea was convened by emperor Constantine. It issued the Easter Rule 
which states that Easter shall be celebrated on the first Sunday that occurs 
after the first full moon on or after the vernal equinox, or first day of 
spring. Therefore, Easter must be celebrated on a Sunday between the dates 
of March 22 and April 25. Its date is tied to the lunar cycle.  
 

The Cross 
 

The Cross is the symbol of the Crucifixion, as opposed to the Resurrection. 
However, at the Council of Nicaea, in A.D. 325, Constantine decreed that the 
Cross was the official symbol of Christianity. The Cross is not only a symbol 
of Easter, but it is more widely used, especially by the Catholic Church, as a 
year-round symbol of their faith.  
 

The Easter Bunny 
 

The Easter Bunny is not a modern invention. The symbol originated with 
the pagan festival of Eastre. The goddess, Eastre, was worshipped by the 
Anglo-Saxons through her earthly symbol, the rabbit. The Germans brought 
the symbol of the Easter rabbit to America. It was widely ignored by other 
Christians until shortly after the Civil War. In fact, Easter itself was not 
widely celebrated in America until after that time.  

The Date of Easter  

He Is Not Here 
Alleluia !  Alleluia !                   

The Paschal Candle 
 

The lighting of the Paschal candle is a tradi-
tional Easter observance in the Roman Catho-
lic, Eastern Orthodox, and Anglican churches. 
Set aside in a large candlestick near the altar, 
the Paschal     candle is lighted from flint on 
the night of Holy Saturday, during the Easter 
vigil service. From the candle is taken the fire 
for all the other candles in the church, which 
is soon brilliantly illuminated to reveal the 
splendid decorations specially      prepared for 
Easter. The dramatic ritual of the fire service 
dates back at least as far as the 4th century 
A.D. The Paschal candle represents Christ's 
person, and its flame symbolizes His Resurrec-
tion as "the light of the world."  

 
In early times most members of the congrega-
tion carried fire from the Paschal candle to 
their homes, to relight their hearths and 
lamps. The passing of the light to the congre-
gation symbolizes Christ's giving of His life to 
His faithful believers. The custom of taking 
home the blessed new fire is still observed in 
some countries.  

The Paschal Lamb 
One of the most common Christian symbols, especially associated with East-
er, is the lamb. It is often depicted with a banner that bears a cross, and it 
is known as the Angus Dei, meaning "Lamb of God" in Latin.  
 

The origin of the symbol is related directly to the Jewish Passover. In an-
cient times the Jews sacrificed a lamb in the course of the festival. The 
early Christians, most of whom were Hebrews, associated the sacrifice of 
the lamb with Christ's sacrifice on the cross. They connected the joyous 
Passover festival, which commemorates the liberation of the Hebrews from 
their years of bondage in Egypt, with the liberation from death represented 
by the Resurrection.  
 

The popularity of lamb as an Easter food is undoubtedly related to its im-
portance as a symbol. During the middle ages roast lamb became the tradi-
tional main course of the Pope's Easter dinner, and it is still customarily 
served on Easter Sunday in many European countries. Decorative lambs 
made of candy or cake are also frequently seen at Easter time.  



EASTER FLOWERS IN  
MEMORY OF LOVED ONES 

The envelopes for Easter flower donations are 
placed near the entrances to the church.   
 
 

Arthur Holler, Josephine & Joe Rinauro, Ann & Joe Boggiano, 
Volkman Family, Leila Walsh, Frances Rusinski, Rahero Gil-
lis, Stella D’Souza, Louis & Wilma Lanini, Deceased family 
members of David & Phyllis Salac, Bill & Loretta Bunce, Paul 
& Mary Sue Simon, David Muller, John, Lena, Jim & Vernon 
Hickey, Robin, Geoff, Josh, Kathleen & Jean, Vincenzo & 
Petrina Mirrione, Vincent& Joseph Mirrione, Frances May, 
Guiseppe & Francesea Carpeta, Anthony, Rose & June Car-
peta, Robin, Sam & Doris Gurgiolo, Ken & Eva Holback, Fadi 
Zikoor, Daniel Aiello, Susan Aiello, Mr. Hugo Korn, Mr. & 
Mrs. Thomas Studders, Sam & Jennie Pedone, Anthony & 
Mary Lamarra, Jim & Pat Murphy, David Hollak, John & Ro-
saria Pisturino, Fred & Elise Bertaccini, Michael Giammona, 
Mr.& Mrs. Sam Giammona & family, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Mari-
olo & Family, Frank & Frances Giunta, Joseph & Mary 
Tedesco, Paula & Ben Shaw, William Majerle, Sara Shugar 
Anna Healy, Daniel B. Healy, Dionicia Ornelas, Sotero Ome-
las, Gabriel H. Cadena, Guadalupe Ornelas Cadena, Nicholas 
Cadena, Maria Jesus Herrera, Salome Cadena, Antonin Grego-
ry Scalia, Frank & Rose Ragone, Art & Dorothy Belshaw, Van 
Belshaw, Paula Tedesco Belshaw, Mobeck Family Loved 
ones, James Moran Jones, Patricia Jones Strout, Amelia Nardi 
Travis, Florence Barker, Yolanda & Louis Gullo, Ann & Ed 
Grosheider, Antoinette & Anthony Scudero, Keith Nard, Sally 
Hawk, Levin & Harper Families, Torres Family, Tom LeNarz, 
Ruth McGilly, Peddy Family, Louis Re, Mary Flamingo, Lena 
& Charles Cisi, Helen McGee, Arturo Garza, Andrews Family, 
Dominic Orlando, Lisa, Herson, Robin, tony, Brittny, Elrad, 
June Orlando, Annette Isley, Catherine Orlando, Patricia M. 
Dinapoli, Elwood & Josephine Lausten, Giuseppe & Lena 
Zinola, Louis & Carrie Lausten, Josephine Emmite, Frank M. 
Emmite, Ignazio & Giulia Filice, Rank & Rose Emmite, LIbbe 
Landau, The Kasnic Family, The Hillstrom Family, Harry Am-
oroso, William & Mabel Crank, Otto & Wilma Sorensen, Eu-
gene Olszewski, Richard Olszewski, Dean Olszewski, Manuel 
& Evelyn Perry, Bud Cabral, Marlene Williamson, Jean Tad-
die, Max Wainscott, Madeline & Anthony Prooezard, Anna & 
Anthony Barcelona, Michael Kiley, Joseph Rynewicz, Jo-
sephina Morano, Rosa P. Morrone, Bennie Morrone, Sal Mor-
rone, Michael Hausler, Nicole, Damiom, Anisha, Nadini, Joe, 
Leoard, Larry & Charlie, Marjorie Till, Lucille Clark, Justin 
Esare, Angela Cistulli, Lucille Cistulli, Mary Alice and Elmer 
Miguelgorry, Emily & Peter Mozzone, The Ullman Family, 
Magdaleno Galay, Amlia Galay, Anthony Motta, Cecile Dris-
coll, Joe & Ann Serio, Rosario, Anna & Salvatore Serio, Eva 
Moses, Jesus & Isabel Cordova, Mervin & Kathryn Troop, 
Anita & Pedro Roa, Richard H, Charles M, & Jeffrey J. Stone,  
Sarah Carolyn DeCarli, Donald DeCarli, Steven DeCarli, Ber-
nice DeCarli, Agnes Wallace, Edward Wallace, Mary Ann 
Wallace, Donald Wallace, Karen Wallace, Helen Blackford, 
Danny Blackford, Eva Hazen, Eleanor Alexander.  

Social Justice 

Over 50's Group 
The Over 50's club has a bus trip planned for Wednesday 
April 19th.  We are going to Cache Creek Casino. The charge 
is $25.00 per person due at time of reservation before April 
1st. Checks payable to Over 50's club. The bus will depart St.  
Christopher’s Church from the curb in front of the front park-
ing lot at 7:00 a.m. There is no school that day, so the big 
parking lot will be open and there will be plenty of parking 
available.   Please call Jim McCoy at 408- 267-9077 for ques-
tions. All are welcome. 
 

Fun Friday / April28th Walsh Hall. 1:30-3:30pm. Gates will 
open at 1:00 for parking. The name of the game is Bingo. 
Coffee and cookies will be served. Come and enjoy a fun 
afternoon.  All are welcome. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
(408) 264-8764 

Religious Education Office Hours:  
Office hours- Mon.–Thurs.  

8:30-a.m.-Noon and 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

From the Rel. Ed. Office Staff: The Rel. Ed. Office wishes 
all the Rel. Ed. families a very Blessed Easter. 
Re-Registration Forms: Re-registration for all students in 
grades 1st through 7th currently enrolled in our programs has 
begun. Forms were handed out in the classrooms or they were 
mailed home if your child was absent. Please return these as 
soon as possible in order to secure a spot for your child for next 
year’s session.  
Rel. Ed. Programs: Easter  break for  the Sunday Rel. Ed. 
program is April 9th through April 16th; classes resume on April 
23rd. The Easter break for the Tuesday program is from April 
11th through April 18th; classes resume on April 25th. 
Rel. Ed. Junior High: J r . High will meet Sunday, Apr il 23rd 
in Walsh Hall from 4:30 p.m.-5:45 p.m.  
Liturgy of the Word for Children: This program is held 
during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. The next Liturgy of Word 
sessions will be April 30th and May 21st. Children in kindergar-
ten through 4th grade are welcome. May 21st is our last session 
until the fall.  
A Message from Sr. Felicia: After  prayer , reflection and 
discernment, I have decided after 26 years to retire from the 
position of Director of Catechetical Ministry at St. Christopher 
Church. 

“Hope in the coming kingdom is already beginning to take root 
in the hearts of people. The radical transformation of the world 
in the Paschal Mystery of the Lord gives full meaning to the 
efforts of people , and in particular of the young, to lessen in-
justice, violence and hatred and to advance all together in jus-
tice, freedom, kinship and love.” 
 

     Synod of Bishops, “Justice in the World”’ 76 
 

“By immersing ourselves into the death and resurrection of 
Christ through the  Sacrament 
of Baptism, we are moved to free our hearts everyday from the 
burden of material things, from a self-centered relationship 
with the “world” that impoverishes us and prevents us from 
being available and open to God and our neighbor.” 
 

     Benedict XVI, Message for Lent, 2013, 3   
 

An understanding of resurrection which does not address issues 
of justice is shallow and not consistent with the spirit of Jesus 
who lived, died, and rose to bring an end to all oppression and 
injustice. 
 

The data of Good Friday is not complete. 
Another way of looking at things is possible. 
The reality is different than the expected. 
The death of Jesus is not the last word or the end of the story. 
Resurrection Is the ultimate word of God about life and death. 
In a world with lots of death, we are called to share Resurrec-
tion today. 
 

Today’s letter to the Corinthians reminds us that something 
new is possible. ”Let us celebrate the feast, not with the old 
yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleav-
ened bread of sincerity and truth.” In the midst of awesome 
human problems, greed, social sin, all kinds of violence, ex-
treme economic inequities, destruction of our planet, and seri-
ous injustices of all kinds, we believe something more is possi-
ble. We affirm life. We believe Resurrection is possible. 
 

More than ever we need a spirit that will help and heal the 
death, violence and injustice of the world. More than ever  we 
need to create a world where people are not oppressed by sinful 
structures. Peter in Acts reminds us that Jesus “…went about 
doing good and healing all those oppressed…” We are called 
to do the same. 
 

Any questions or comments please send them to: 
 
Thomas Walsh 
tlsculpt@sbcglobal.net 



A big Thank You to the 657 families who have al-
ready replied to the 2017 ADA.  With your support 
we have reached our goal of $221,136 that was set by 
the Diocese.  If you have not yet responded to ADA 
your participation is more important now than ever.  
Why?  Because all money donated over and above 
our goal is 100% rebated back to the parish.   
Extra ADA envelopes can be found in the back of the 
Church as well as in the Parish Office.  Or you can 
call the Parish Office at 269-2226 to have one mailed 
to you.  Again, thank you all for your support and 
God Bless you and your family. 

Confirmation: The May  sessions will be  
May 4th 7-8:30pm—Sponsor/parent/student night.   
May 7, 12:30pm confirmation Mass @ St. Christopher Parish 
church. Contact Chris Miller at cmiller@dsj.org or 408-395-
7949 for additional information. 
 
Youth Group: All high school aged students and their  
friends are welcome to attend Sunday evening youth group 
sessions in Walsh Hall from 7:00- 8:30pm. As always, dinner 
is provided, and topics relevant to teenagers will be presented/
discussed. The full youth ministry schedule can be found on 
the parish website.  St. Christopher Young Adults are a group 
of parishioners ages 18 to 39, single and married, who are con-
nected by our Catholic faith and who actively participate in the 
life of the Church. Our mission is to “continue lifelong learn-
ing in a Catholic environment through spiritual growth, reflec-
tion, and service as we strengthen our relation with God 
though each other, our faith, and our community.” Please con-
tact youth and young adult ministry coordinator Chris Miller at 
408-395-7949 or cmiller@dsj.org for more information. 

St. Christopher Ladies’ Guild  
Disbursements for 2016-2017 

 As	the	Ladies’	Guild	fundraising	year	comes	to	a	close	for	2016-2017,	we	are	now	preparing	to	disburse	our	funds.	At	this	time	we	welcome	your	requests	and	suggestions	regarding	distribution	of	our	funds,	keeping	in	mind:	Our	mission	is	to	actively	support	our	parish,	school	and	greater	community	by	fostering	spiritual	growth,	fund-raising	activities,	and	helping	those	in	need.	You	may	send	any	requests	and	suggestions	direction	to	me,	in	writing	or	via	email,	by	Friday,	April	28,	
2017.		Thank	you	for	your	support	of	our	fund-raising	events	this	past	year,	including	our	Beneϐit	Auction	and	Antique	Show.	We	could	not	have	succeeded	without	you!	For	more	information	about	disbursements,	please	visit	our	website	at	http://www.stchrisladiesguild.org/disbursements.html. 
 Victoria	Marchant,	President,	St.	Christopher	La-dies’	Guild					president@stchrisladiesguild.org 

HNS Annual Spring Dinner to  
Honor the Past Presidents 

Saturday, April 29th 4:30pm  
“Men of the Parish” Mass  

5:30pm Reception and  
Smoked Tri-Tip Dinner.  

We hope all men of the parish will join us for an 
evening of fellowship, food, and fun. Following a 
special mass at 4:30, we’ll move to the gym for a 
reception, dinner, and program. It’s the biggest 
men’s social event of the spring, and you’ll also 
learn about Holy Name Society and what it’s doing 
for the Parish Community. We’re very excited to 
have guest speaker Kevin Frandsen, former SF Giant 
and MLB utility man, to share an evening of great 
baseball stories with us! Kevin also hosts “The Audi-
ble” morning show on KNBR 1050.  Tickets are $15 

Gilbert Catano 
Monroe Legg 

Donald Hillman 
Riley Brown 

Edgardo Peralta 
Gerry Thompson 

Irma Reilly 
Bill Percy 

Roz LeFevre 
Christine Silva 
Janet DeMattei 

Robert D. Holman 
Margaret Server 
Marcus Espinoza,  

Cornell Wade,  
Marty Rattay,  
Roy LeFevre,  

Martha & Charles Gregersen,  
Dave Oliverio,  

Al Trznadel 
Lena Iaconis 

Pray for the ill in our Parish 

We continue to pray for all the men 
and women serving our country in 

this time of war:  
 

Alex Ngo, Tim McCullough, Joey Bellomo, Nick Badag-
liacco, Matthew Ward, Angelo Totanes, Ciro LoBono, 

Tyler Hammerness, Branden Alwine, Greg Cook, Connor 
McDonald, Christian Dietz, Connor Quinn, Adam Christo-
pher Madewell, Richard Stayskal, Larry Chartier, Andrew 
Morgan, Derek Carroll, Allen Ellerbee, Obadihah Pette-
way, Eric Gentrup, Michael Arnone, David Wells, Ryan 

Trapani, Rafi Miranda, Spencer Fishman, Ryan A. John-
son, David Ryan, Benjamin Owens-Filice, Christopher 

Healy, and Christine Doudell  

Women’s Spirituality 
Come join our reflective study of Acts of the Apos-
tles.  When: Wednesday, April 19, 26 & May 3rd in 
Msgr. Allen Center from 7-9pm.  Facilitators: Diane 
Simons, Christina Ortez, and Sr. Sharon S.N.D 



919100 
 

St. Christopher 
San Jose, CA 

 
(408) 269-2226 

 
Contact: Gayle Blackford  

 
 

Special Instructions: 
 
 
 


