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STATEMENT
As the Church of the Resurrection,
we welcome all to our parish family.
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
rooted in God’s word,
we seek to grow in faith through the
joyful celebration of the sacraments.
Reflecting Jesus Christ through the
warmth of our hospitality,
we commit to lovingly proclaim
the Good News and serve one
another.
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Dear Friends,

On this, the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the words of today’s Psalm ring out so beautifully: O
shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. Rouse your
power, and come to save us (Psalm 80:2). The Psalmist wrote these words envisioning the
advent, that is, the coming, of Christ our Savior. This powerful psalm presupposes that both
the ancient people of Israel--as well as everyone walking around planet earth today—need to
be saved! If we’re truly celebrating the birth of our Savior, then this must presuppose that
there is something from which we need to be saved! And this equally presupposes that we
believe God actually has the power to do it.

| do believe that God was perfectly happy being God, living wherever God lives, and doing
whatever it is that God does all day. And then God all of a sudden breaks into the life of a
poor old wandering ancient Iraqgi (OK, there was no nation called Iraq way back when, but |
digress), and (A) saves him from aimlessly wandering the ancient Middle East by giving him
an actual “place” he can call home (we call it the land of Israel today) and, (B) saves him from
an eternity of non-existence by giving him a child (named Isaac). And you know what? No
one saw that coming! But wait there’s still more.

After a series of e-mails (OK, we call them the Commandments, and there are a lot more
than ten), which some people chose to read and others chose to ignore, this same God
actually BECAME a human person in order to SHOW humanity that (A) they don’t have
wander aimlessly (Israel is OK, but heaven and God’s Kingdom are really preferable to Florida
or the desert Southwest when you retire from this life) and, (B) while the kids and grandkids
are really special for many people, you yourself will actually LIVE FOREVER. And wow, no one
saw that coming either! The only catch is that you have to realize that (A) you are
WANDERING (we call that “sin” today) and (B) you do prefer an eternal life with God rather
than a condo in Florida (especially when the ole body begins to lose its steam and fall apart.
Yes, all machines fail eventually--even yours).

The real obstacle preventing me from actually celebrating Christmas (yes, | love giving and
getting gifts, but that’s not the main point of Christmas--and | know you know this) is that |
firmly believe (A) I’'m not wandering (sinning) at all. Why? Because next to sliced bread, | am
the best possible version of a human being ever invented! (B) | really believe my new
smartphone will save me from the meaninglessness of human boredom and non-existence.
So, | don’t really need a Savior, do I? | have my own self-inflated ego that keeps me above
the dregs of humanity | see on the streets, and | know that my new shiny smartphone (and
Google, or Siri or Alexa) will really give me all the answers | could possibly want. So along
with Scrooge, Ba Humbug—Who needs a Savior? Who needs Christmas?

Well, the long and short of it is that | do need a Christmas because | do need a Savior. This
God loved humanity so much he became a tiny helpless infant to defeat the tyranny of the
powerful and the arrogant (yes, that's me at times). And this same tiny infant will offer
humanity (yes, that’s me) a NEW WAY of looking at the world: Praying for a Kingdom, a
Kingdom for which he died so that it might be mine, and (wait for it) so that | can live there
FOREVER. So, yes, Lord Jesus! Rouse your power, come and save us (| mean me)!
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

BAPTISMS To register for the required Baptismal Preparation
contact Sr. Barbara at 223-5500 x1335

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). Become Catholic! Call
Sheryl Zabel, 388-0040 x1330

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 4:30 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY contact the parish office as soon as
you are engaged. Arrangements must be made 6 mos. in advance.
MINISTRY TO THE SICK We appreciate learning about hospitalized,
sick or aged people unable to attend church.

PRAYER MINISTRY prayers/want to pray? Call Joann Corso 223-5682
Parish Reach out Meals, transportation, call Parish Office: 223-5500
Caring & Sharing Monetary donations to serve the needy in our
parish & community: 223-5500 x1342

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY Knit or crochet shawls while sharing and
praying for comfort and healing. Call Pat Fitzsimmons 223-0565 to
make or receive one. Leftover yarn, hooks and needles always welcome.

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday from 8:30am-4:30pm. Closed for lunch noon-
1pm. Closed every Friday and all national holidays.

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

-Everyone in our parish and all without a faith community
-Pope Francis, for wisdom and discernment

-Bishop Matano, for God's guidance

-Intentions in our Book of Prayer and all our Sick,

especially Chuck Ritger, Steve Mack

-Our Beloved Dead—

-Those Serving in Our Armed Forces

-Peace in Our World

Names are listed for 5 wks. To remove or extend please contact the
Parish Secretary at Beonna.Hunt@dor.org/223-5500. To respect
others’ privacy, be sure to have permission from the individual or
immediate family. Include your contact info please.
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CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES:

Church of the Resurrection
Christmas Eve: 4:00, 7:00 & 10:00 pm
Christmas Day: 10:00 am

Church of the Assumption
Christmas Eve: 2:00, 4:30, 6:30, 10:30 pm
Christmas Day: 8:30 & 11:00 am

Daily Mass on New Year’s Eve:
Church of the Resurrection: 8:30 am
Church of the Assumption: 9:00 am

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, Tuesday, January 1
Church of the Resurrection: 8:30 am
Church of the Assumption: 11:00 am
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MASS and PRAYER INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 22

5:00pm George Maschoff by Bobby & Toni Brinster

Sunday, December 23— 4th Sunday of Advent

8:30am George White by The Eisenhardt Family & Alta
White

10:30am John Edward Scarpelli by Karen Pink & Family and
Healing of Broken Relationships, especially within
families by Jim & Jan Harmon

Monday, December 24— Christmas Eve

4:00pm All parishioners living & deceased

7:00pm Helen Schnupp by the Schnupp Family

10:00pm John Malcho by Marlene Malcho and Joan Theodor
by Joel & Maria Gonzdalez-Smith

Tuesday, December 25— Christmas Day

10:00am Ana Rodriguez by Idalia Costa

Wednesday, December 26

8:30am All who are in need

Thursday, December 27

8:30am All who are suffering with illness

Friday, December 28

8:30am Thomas Maher by Ed & Florence Maher

Saturday, December 29

5:00pm Paul & Jackie White in memory of their Anniversary
by the White children

Sunday, December 30

8:30am Suter-Kranick families by Kay & Larry Michael

10:30am Healing & Peace for Jan & John Inness by Jim & Jan
Harmon

PARISH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 23

Monday, December 24— Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 25— Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 26

Thursday, December 26

5:30pm: Leisten/Cole rehersal

7:00pm: Liturgical Choir—Worship Space
Friday, December 28

3:30: Leisten/Cole Wedding

Saturday, December 29

7:30am: Men’s Group—Community Rm.
4:30pm: Reconciliation—Rm. 4
Sunday, December 30
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YOUTH MINISTRY

High School... If you have not registered for
our annual SEARCH retreat, please do so
right away! Registration forms can be
found on our church website and on the
table in the Narthex. They should be mailed
to Shannon LeBeau, 27 Vanderberg Dr., Fairport NY.

~O.COME ALL YE
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" THE FIFTH SUNDAY ROSARY PROGRAM

This is a Knights of Columbus initiative to build faithful
families and communities by praying the rosary. This program
encourages devotion to Mary and emphasizes the
importance of prayer in community and as a family. The
rosary will be led by the Knights starting % hour before each
Mass when there are 5 Sundays in the month. That would be
December, March, and June. Please come to mass % hour
early and join us for the rosary on the fifth Sunday of
December, the 29th & 30th. This prayer program has been
approved by both COTA and COR staffs and will be carried
out at both parishes with Fr. George’s approval.

? Adult Enrichment
L
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"Catholic Devotions" - for all K-12 Catechists
Sunday, January 13, 2019

4:30pm - 5:30pm (includes a light meal)
Community Room

AE MoVIE NIGHT - "The War Room" ... Join us for this
powerful movie about real life family struggles and the
power of prayer!

Friday, January 18, 2019

7pm - 10pm (Includes light snacks &
Discussion time)

WAR ROOM

Community Room

Please register by emailing Cathy at:
cathy.reitz@dor.org

CHRISTIAN INITIATION

We now have seven candidates, adults and young people,
preparing to become full members of the Catholic Church.
We also have a few “inquirers” who are discerning whether
they want to participate in the RCIA. Some were baptized in
the Catholic Church but have not celebrated Confirmation or
First Communion. Some are coming from other Christian
denominations.

Our candidates have had tours of the church, and they have
“walked” through the Mass. We have also talked with them

For more information on the RCIA, please
contact Sheryl Zabel at 388-5433 or at
Sheryl.Zabel@dor.org

about the Liturgical year.
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