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PASTORS CORNER: Sometimes you need to hear something more than once. 1 was viewing the
Dynamic Catholic Best Advent Yet for the day and realized that I had heard it before. It was a clip from the
speaker Alan Hunt telling the story of his 18 year old daughter holding a picture of Jesus as she slept the night

[

(. before she went off to college. His point was that he knew at that moment that she would be ok because she

OUR LADY knew Jesus. The reflection ended with the question “Do you know Jesus?” I realized that even though I had

CERTEEE seen most of that video before it was good to ask the question again. And then the task for the day was to

write down one way you can purposely meet Jesus this Advent. Last weekend you were left with the question from
Mass “What are you doing to welcome Jesus into your heart this week?” Different question and yet the same. It never
hurts to hear the same thing more than once. This week the question from the liturgy committee asks us to reflect upon
how opening our heart to Jesus or meeting Jesus has changed us. “How has your heart grown more loving this Advent
week?” In coming to know Jesus each day we grow in love.

There are many things happening next weekend beginning with bringing the baby Jesus from your manger scene to
be blessed at Mass. Sunday afternoon there is the Christmas party hosted by the Holy Name Society, gift wrapping
from the Gift Giving Tree and the choir concert. And if you are wondering what you can do the following Sunday
(23") there is the church decorating for Christmas. If you are feeling overwhelmed by everything that you have going
try spending some quiet time before the Blessed Sacrament on Wednesday afternoons. Quiet prayer time can help to

put everything into perspective.

Fr John

ADVENT

EUCHARISTIC DEVOTIONS: Wednesdays
during Advent (December 12,19) there will be Eucharistic
Devotions in the chapel from 12:00 noon until 6:30pm.
Come spend some quiet time in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament. This time of private prayer can put everything
that is going on in the preparation for Christmas into
perspective. A Sign up sheet is available in the Gathering
Area.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MASS: In addition to the
weekday Masses at 8:00am there will be a 7:00pm Mass
on Wednesdays during Advent in the chapel. The Mass
will conclude the time of private adoration before the
Blessed Sacrament that begins at noon on Wednesdays
during Advent.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: There is
an opportunity every Saturday to celebrate the Sacrament
of Reconciliation from 3:30 - 4:00pm in the church.

ADVENT REFLECTION BOOKLETS: In the
Gathering Area there are reflection booklets for each day
of Advent for adults, families and children. Use these as
a break from your Christmas preparations to help keep
the stress level down while growing spiritually for the
celebration of Christmas.

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY: Blessing of infant Jesus
from family nativity scenes will be all masses on the
weekend of December 15/16.

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT: Decorating for
Christmas will take place Sunday, December 23" after the
11:00am mass. Anyone able to help with decorating is
welcome.

PLANNED GIVING: In this season of giving, consider
making a year-end gift to our parish in gratitude for all
the blessings you have received in life. Making a gift of
appreciated stock may help you avoid capital gains tax
and help our parish at the same time. If you are 70 % or
older, you may be able to reduce your taxable income this
year and help us in our ministry with a gift made directly
from your IRA to our parish. Talk to your advisors and
IRA administrator for more information and to be sure
that a gift is made directly from an IRA to a qualified
charity such as our parish. Lastly, should this year-end
find you creating or updating your estate plan, please
consider helping us grow our parish ministry for future
generations by including our parish as a beneficiary of
your will, trust, retirement plan or life insurance policy.
Questions? Contact Jim Andrews in our parish office at
(440) 926-2364 or via email at jandrews@olqpgrafton.org.
You are also welcome to contact Mary Lou Ozimek of
the Catholic Community Foundation at 216-696-6525
x4070 or via email at mozimek@catholiccommunity.org.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Monclag, Dcccmber 24th
+:§Opm
(400 pm Childrern’s Choir Frogram)
i O:OOPm
(Choral presentation begins at 9:30pm)
Tucsclay, Dcccmbcr thh
8:30am and 11:00am
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This Week in the Parish:
Sunday, December 9

9:30am - GLFF (Parish Hall)

6:00pm - Compassionate Friends (Church)
Monday, December 10

6:30pm - Lady’s Guild Dinner (Parish Hall)

7:00pm - Choir (Church)

7:00pm - Holy Name Mtg. (Parish Hall Rm. 1)
Tuesday, December 11

6:00pm - Pack 152 Den Mtg. (Parish Hall)
Wednesday, December 12

12:00pm - Adoration (Chapel)

7:00pm - Mass (Chapel)

7:30pm - RCIA (Parish Hall Rm. 2)
Thursday, December 13

9:00am - Matter of Balance (Parish Hall Rm. 1)
11:30am - Retiree Lunch (Parish Hall)

7:00pm - Scripture Study (Parish Hall Rm. 2)
Friday, December 14

1:30pm - Keystone Pointe
Saturday, December 15

2:00pm - Jr. Choir Practice (Church)
Sunday, December 16

9:30am - GLFF (Parish Hall)

11:00am - HH Giving Tree Gift Wrapping (Parish Hall)

12:00pm - HNS Children’s Xmas Party (Parish Hall)

3:00pm - Choir Holiday Concert (Church)

o, HOLIDAY CONCERT: Holiday Concert
. featuring the Our Lady Queen of Peace
A @ Music Ministries on Sunday, December 16,
: /)9 2018 at 3:00pm in a program of Christmas
Songs, Anthems, Spirituals and Sing-alongs. Come
celebrate this joyous season with us! The Concert
will take place in the Church. Free Admission.
Refreshments will be served following the concert.

RS

RETIREE LUNCHEON: As the mature members
of our parish, we have been around and seen lots of
change; we would like to make one more, but just
the name.

We've called it Seniors Lunch and had quite a
bunch, but over the years numbers have dwindled.
We are now asking all Retirees to come and mingle.
The food is delicious, and the company the nicest
you will meet. You can bring a dish of your choice
to share or drop a coin in the basket to help buy the
meat.

It is a chance to spend time with old friends and
new, and not be home alone feeling blue. We gather
the second Thursday of every month and we would
love to see a large turn out. Our next luncheon is on
Thursday, December 13™ at 11:30am. See you then.

PARISH INFORMATION

']' chclings: Couplcs need to make arrangements at least six months
Prior to the wcdclirxg date.

T Baptism:

Flcasc call the office to make arrangements.

T Ministry to the 5ic!<:

ioners in the hospita].

Baptisms are celebrated at a nlL1tua”3 convenient time.
Flcase notify the office for visits to Parish~

T Ncw Pan’shioners: Are asked to register as soon as Possiblc at

the Farisl‘n Office or bg Phonc

t ]ncluirg (lasses in the C atholic Kc]igion: Persons interested in becom-
ing (C atholic are asked to contact the Parish Office for information about
the Rite of Christian |nitiation of Adults, RCJA.

Come join us on Saturday, January
Lol 17 119" at 5:30pm for this fun filled event.

NS ) Tickets for this year’s Night at the
A Qlight: ar Races are on sale for $20 in the
Gathering Area after all masses this
weekend or at the parish office during the week. Entry to
the event, food and refreshments are included in the ticket
price. You may also purchase horses for $15 apiece with
the chance of winning $30 if your horse wins the race.
You can also sponsor a race for $50 and have your ad on
the race form for the race you sponsor. You do not need
to attend the event to purchase horses or to sponsor a
race. We are also asking for donations for our Chinese
Raffle. For more information please contact Troy
DiFranco at (440) 506-3592.

MARRIED COUPLES: Worn out from the Holidays?
Feeling stressed? Are you looking for a way to avoid the
winter blahs? Bring some warmth and refreshed intimacy
back into your marriage with a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. Winter dates: Jan. 19-20 at St.
Paschal Baylon in Highland Heights, or Feb. 15-17 at the
Hartville Comfort Suites. Info; 330-305-9963 or
www. GreatMarriages Ohio.org

NCYC: Need a gift for a teenager in your life? Perhaps a gift
towards the cost of attending the National Catholic Youth
Conferencein November of 2019. Any student that will
be in grades 9-12 next school year is eligible to
attend. Registration and the first down payment are due
in spring. Total cost is around $500 per person which
includes: admission to the 3 day conference joining
20,000 other Catholic teens in Indianapolis,
transportation, lodging, and more. For more info go
to www.ncyc.info or call/text Joe Filipiak: 440-225-2079.
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