Sacred Heart Church – Mount Holly, NJ
Diocese of Trenton Safe Environment Program for Volunteers – 2016-2017
Background: In 2005, The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops created a document called the Charter
for the Protection of Children and Young People. The purpose of this document was to set forth standards, practices
and procedures which must be put in place to create safe environments for our children in our parishes and
schools. As a result of the publication of this document, dioceses across the country began to implement safe
environment programs, the goal of which was the protection and well-being of our children.
The Diocese of Trenton is committed to aligning its standards and practices with this Charter, and to this end,
has set the following requirements in place for volunteers and employees who work with our youth.
These are the two processes required by our Diocese for volunteers working with children:
*Please note that the following must be completed as soon as possible
or at the latest by the end of the first 6 months of volunteering*

VIRTUS Training: This is a workshop which addresses the issues of abuse prevention. This year, VIRTUS
will be held at the following dates and times at Sacred Heart. All VIRTUS workshops are held in the Sacred
Heart library and are facilitated by our Pastoral Administrator, Mrs. Marge McGinley.
Tuesday, September 13th at 9:00 am
Thursday, September 15th at 6:30 pm
Thursday, October 6th at 6:30 pm
Thursday, February 23rd at 6:30 pm
Monday, March 6th at 6:30 pm
*To register for any of the above dates, please call Merry Marcellino at 609-267-0209, ext. 305.
VIRTUS workshops are held regularly throughout the Diocese. If you cannot attend any of the dates above,
you can check the Diocesan-wide VIRTUS schedule to find a workshop which is most convenient for you. To
access this information, go to https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list.cfm?theme=0 and in the drop-down
box, choose “Trenton, NJ (Diocese),” then click ‘Select.’

Background Check: This is done through a fingerprinting process. Fingerprinting appointments can be made
according to your schedule. To schedule an appointment, go to https://nj.ibtfingerprint.com/ and on the left
side of the screen, click ‘Start Here.’ You will need a parish form in order to register for your appointment,
which can be found on the next page.
**Note**: Many of our volunteers are in professions which require similar background checks (teachers,
police officers, nurses, etc.). The Diocese requires that even people who have had background checks from
other organizations must go through the Diocesan fingerprinting process. The reason for this is because each
organization specifies the “flags” used for the background check, according to the specific purpose and needs of
the organization.

