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Sˁ˃˒˅˄ H˅ˁ˒˔ & O˕˒ Lˁ˄˙ô˓ Cˏˌˌˁ˂ˏ˒ˁ˔ˉ˖˅ 

N˅˗˔ˏˎ, MA 

Remembering Our Pastor 

Rev. John Edward Sassani 

Born October 29, 1954 

Ordained a Priest June 14, 1980 

Pastor of Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 2006-2019 

Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish 2013-2019 

Died in Christ April 21, 2019 

For it is testified: ñYou are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.ò 
Hebrews 7:17 
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Suscipe 
St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 

Take, Lord, and receive  
all my liberty,  
my memory,  

my understanding, 
and my entire will,  

all I have and call my own. 
 

You have given all to me;  
to you, Lord, I return it. 

 

Everything is yours;  
do with it what you will. 

 

Give me only your love  
and your grace;  

that is enough for me. 

This collection of memories has been assembled by the Sacred Heart                     

and Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Staff, who are indebted to all               

who shared treasured photos and stories of Fr. John Sassani.  

It is presented with love to the family of Fr. John: 

We are immeasurably grateful to you for sharing with us                                                                      

your beloved son, brother, nephew, uncle, and friend. 

Thank you. 

ðJune 2019ð 
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Sacramental Statistics 
      Sacred Heart          Our Ladyôs         St. Jeanôs  
       2013-2019                  1996-2019       1992-1997 
Baptisms:     23                          717       12 
Weddings:     3                          200       17 
 
 
plus countless Sunday, daily, and Holy Day Masses; funerals, wakes, and 
burials; Communion calls, anointings, and sick visits; First Communion 
and Confirmation Masses; RCIA events; Confessions; spiritual direction  
appointments; coffee hours; staff, Finance Council, Trinity School Board, 
and Pastoral Council meetings; Spiritual Exercises; days of prayer and                 
retreats; Cursillo events; and so much more! 

Come to me,  
all you that are weary and 
 are carrying heavy burdens,                
and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you,  
and learn from me;  
for I am gentle and  
humble in heart,  

and you will find rest  
for your souls.  

For my yoke is easy,  
and my burden is light. 

 
  Matthew 11:28-30 NRSV 

Sieger Koder, 1925-2015, Unison 
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Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation 
Easter VigilðApril 4, 2015 
Courtesy of Eileen Duff 

I joined Our Lady's in 2012 when my husband, son, and I moved from 
England to Newton. I immediately found a welcoming community here 
and a huge part of that for me was Father John - his calm, thoughtful, 
welcoming, and engaged presence immediately made me feel at home, 
and his amazing homilies have so often given me really-needed intellectu-
al food for spiritual thought.  
 

This picture is from my daughter's baptism in 2014 and perfectly captures 
Father John for me - the way he is a part of our family's joy in the experi-
ence! And best of all, off just to the side, my son is accidentally dropping 
his Cheerios into the baptismal font! We were horrified/amused, and Fa-
ther John just took it totally in his stride and continued the wonderful 
celebration - we always refer to them as the ñHoly Cheeriosò!  
 

I feel deeply fortunate to have been a part of this parish while Father John was here - we have all been blessed by his 
presence, love, and leadership.                                Best, Catherine Sabatos-Peyton 

Left: ñFather John was a  
wonderful spiritual leader.ò  
Baptism, December 2006 

 
Courtesy of the  

Powderly and Bauza Family 
 
ð 
 

Right: Baptism,  
January 2008 

 
Courtesy of  

Rosemary Seibold 


