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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time      February 12, 2017  

The Parishes of  
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MALLIA'S MOMENTS 
by Fr. Joe Mallia 
 

 "Boy that is hard to do"!  The natural tendency of people is to 

turn away from something that they perceive as difficult.  We 

look for what we believe to be the easier way.  The actual time 

we spend trying to find an easier way would more often be better 

spent actually doing the work, but I digress.  Things seem like a 

good idea at the time and turn out to be a bigger headache in the 

end.  In the readings today, God is telling us to do the right thing 

and that he never gives us permission to do the wrong thing,  God 

reminds us that if we do what is right to begin with, we don't 

have to worry about it later.  Just do the right thing - seems so 

simple, but we know that is not always the case. 

 In today's reading we are told to try to settle arguments.  Last 
week we were told to eliminate malicious speech.  I am not sure 
I could find one person that would disagree with those two 
points, its the making it happen in our hearts and lives that is 
tough and since it is tough, we just give up.  If every person 
who ran into hardship would just give up where would we be? 
Still living in caves probably.  Think of the Wright 
brothers.  What would we be doing had they not been willing to 
stick to their beliefs even though it was hard?  Look how 
computers have given us so much free time and made our lives 
so much better- OK, scrap that analogy, but you get my point. 
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P ORLD FARRIAGE=AY.,-3 
Congratulations to St. Augustine and Holy Family couples who are celebrating  

a significant anniversary during 2017.   
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Holy Family Parish 
 

79780 Main Street Memphis, MI 48041 
Website: http://www.holyfamily-online.org 
Email  - cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org 

 

Parish Office:  810-392-2056       Fax: 810-392-2043 
Office hours:  

Monday - Friday. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Closed for lunch 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Director of Music Ministry- Joe Agosta 810-305-1385 
 joeyagosta@yahoo.com 
Bookkeeper/Parish Secretary - Barb Quigley Ext. 227 
Office Manager - Catherine Wullaert Ext. 237 
Faith Formation - Susan Finley Ext. 229 
sfinley@holyfamily-online.org 
Youth Ministry - Lisa Hunter Ext. 228 
SAHFyouthministry@icloud.com 
The Divine Mercy Missionary Center Ext. 246 

 

All Saints Knights of Columbus # 10501 
Grand Knight  Larry Pfeifer    éé....éé.810-543-1109 

 

Sunday Masses:   
Saturday -  4:30 p.m.             Holy Family Memphis 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Holy Family Memphis 
 

Daily Masses:   
Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. & Friday - 8:00 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., before 7:00 p.m. evening mass 
Saturday, 3:00 p.m. in the Church, or by appointment. 

 
 
 

St. Augustine School 
67901 Howard St., Richmond MI 48062 

Website:  http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com  
 

School Office:  586-727-9365 
 

Principal - Tina Silvestri                                Ext. 131 
Secretary - Judy Rey                                    Ext. 130 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the parish 
office to schedule a baptism.
It is recommended that 
parents seeking Baptism for 
their child attend two 
baptismal preparation 
classes.

Sacrament of Marriage:  
 

In accordance with the guidelines of the Province of 
Michigan, engaged couples must contact the Parish 
Office six months prior to the desired date of marriage 
and complete required preparation.  

Sacrament of the Sick: 
 

Notify the Parish Office 
of any need for hospital 
or home visits.  

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  12:00 p.m. on 
Friday for the following weekend; deadline 
changes near major holidays. Please submit 
electronically to  

staugustinerichmond@comcast.net or   
cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org.  

Announcement deadline: Thursday 5:00 p.m. 

Brennan McClelland
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 God knows that what he asks of us is hard, but there is a big 
difference between hard and impossible and God does not ask 
us to do the impossible and he gives us grace to do the 
difficult.  I have learned that doing and accomplishing the 
difficult is far more rewarding then doing something that is 
easy.  I am old enough to remember when the Rubik's cube 
first came out.  It was difficult to solve, so they came up with a 
way of helping people solve the puzzle easily.  They sold in a 
package a new set of colored stickers so that you could just put 
them over the present stickers and say you solved the puzzle - 
Boy wouldn't that make you feel good about yourself? 
 

 As long as we keep in mind the difference between difficult 
and impossible we will do much better of overcoming the difficult 
and in the end, realize that God is only putting before us an 
opportunity to experience a greater sense of accomplishment.  We 
can overcome our challenges in life if we believe in ourselves and 
believe in God.  It is not like God is asking you to forecast the 
weather; He leaves that up to more qualified experts among his 
creation like groundhogs.  Have a great week. 
 

Saint who? 
 

 There is a special day coming up on the 14th of February 
and I am sure many of you are making plans to share in some 
way with a person you love on or around that day.  I know 
how much work you put into it so that this day is celebrated in 
the manner in which it was always intended to be celebrated.  I 
especially know how hard it is to find just the right card to 
express your feelings on the feast of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius!  That is right, the 14th of February on the 
church calendar is the feast of Saints Cyril and Methodius who 
were actually brothers and are responsible for bringing 
Christianity to most of what is now Eastern Europe.  In fact 
the alphabet that is most used in that part of the world is called 
the Cyrillic Alphabet for St. Cyril.  They are far more 
important saints than St. Valentine.   
 

 What is known about St. Valentine is primarily legend more 
than fact.  The idea of him being associated with love comes 
from the tradition that he would do secret weddings at a time 
when it was illegal to do so in defiance of Caesar.  To what 
extent that really took place we are not sure and as a result 
when there was a reworking of the calendar and the list of 
feast days was revised, St. Valentine (like St. Christopher) was 
taken off in favor of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.  This does not 
mean he is no longer a saint, just that he is removed from the 
liturgical celebrations of the year.   
 

 So, go ahead and celebrate the day.  If someone comes up to 
you and wishes you a happy Valentine's Day, don't freak them 
out and tell them Happy Cyril and Methodious Day to you!  It 
is better to let it go, but you may want to remind them that by 
celebrating the feast of a saint they are really participating in a 
Catholic holiday.  If they say it is not, then just ask them who 
Valentine was and see if they know.  You would be surprised 
to find out how many people don't associate him with the 
catholic church and come to think of it, they also don't 
associate St. Patrick as catholic as they do with being Irish, 
and he was more catholic than Irish, as far as that goes.  Help 
people to connect the dots of how catholic they really are even 
if it is the wrong saints day they are celebrating.  Have fun 
with the holiday and show someone you love how much they 
mean to  you everyday.   
 

Have  you seen new people at church in the past couple of 
weeks? 
 

 One of the hardest things about joining anything new is 
getting to know new people.  It does not take a special program 
or a specially trained group of ministers to welcome people.  If 
you are sitting next to someone you do not know, take a minute 
and simply say, "Hello, my name is ______" I am glad to see 
you and worship God with you".  This may go a long way in 
breaking the ice, making the person feel like they want to come 
back to church or just comfortable with their experience of our 
parish.  It should not be hard to be nice and polite after 
all.  Like today's readings, it is always good to do the right 
thing and there is never an excuse to be rude. 
 

Please bring in you old palms: 
 

 If you have old palms laying around the house from last 
year or previous years, please bring them to church and we will 
burn them for ashes on Ash Wednesday.  Just as a word of 
instruction, I am asked a lot what to do with old religious items 
that have fallen apart or are broken and you may or may not be 
sure if they are blessed.  People feel bad throwing them 
away.  If you are not sure if they have been blessed you may 
dispose of them in one of two ways.  You may burn them to 
prevent them from being used in an inappropriate way, or if it 
will not burn, you can bury it.  In regards to religious items you 
may get in the mail as part of a solicitation for funds, those 
items have not been blessed and can be thrown away, but if 
there are items you have or have received due to someoneôs 
death and you are not sure of their status, you can dispose of 
them in either of the two ways I described. 
 

Retreat!!!!! 
 

 This does not mean to runaway in its spiritual sense, but it 
does mean to get away from the normal routine of life and take 
some time to draw closer to God.  I know that we have a men's 
retreat coming up soon, but I would also like to see the women 
of the parish have their fair chance at a yearly retreat as 
well.  There are opportunities for retreats in our area if 
someone would be open to working with me to organize such a 
weekend away.  I know ladies like a "girls weekend" from time 
to time, but maybe one that centers around Jesus would be a 
nice change of pace as well.  Please take the opportunity to 
grow in your faith. 
 

Please mark the dates: 
 

 In last weeks update of the pre-Lenten talks that Fr. Sean 
and I gave, I asked you to pray each day by reflecting on St. 
Paul's letter to the Philippians 4:4-9,12,13.  We will be 
following up on our talks and moving forward on March 6 and 
20.  I hope to see you there for those nights of reflection and be 
comforted by the knowledge that you can do all things in 
Christ who strengthens you.   

ATTENTION MEN:  HAVE YOU BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT GOD LATELY?  

Perhaps this is a special time of life for you.  Renew your 
inner life at our parish weekend retreat for men  
March 17, 2017 - March 19, 2017.  The retreat theme 
this year is "Abide in Me: Choosing to Live Faithfully in 
an Era of Chaos."  You'll be amazed how much the 
retreat will help you find God in your daily experience 
and what peace this awareness can bring you.  Call in 
your reservation now to Andy Gillis at 586-855-6196 or 
the Retreat Center at 313-286-2801.  You can also 
register online at stpaulretreat.org. 
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 St. Augustine & Holy Family 
Vacation Bible School  

June 26~30, 2017  

9am - Noon in the Holy  

Family Life Center  

Registration information coming soon! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
This Weekéé. 

Training Meeting on Sunday, February 12, 2017 at Noon 

at Holy Family Parish (In the church basement.) 
 

Anyone from either parish is welcome to come to this training.   
 

Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) began at St. Augustine on February 5th at the 9:00am 
Mass. We are still looking for leaders at Holy Family (and can always use more at St. 
Augustine too).  For more information or to get involved, contact Susan Finley in the Faith 
Formation office at either parish.  

Readings for the Week  
February 12, 2017 

Sun.:  Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-
18, 33-34/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 
or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37 

Mon.: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 
20-21/Mk 8:11-13 

Tues.: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a, 2, 
3ac-4, 3b, 9c-10/Mk 8:14-21 

Wed.:  Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps 116:12-15, 18
-19/Mk 8:22-26 

Thurs.: Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-
23/Mk 8:27-33 

Fri.:  Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-15/Mk 8:34--
9:1 

Sat.:  Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145:2-5, 10-11/Mk 
9:2-13 

Sun.:  Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 
10, 12-13/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-

Pray for  
Those Who  
Serve Our 
Country 

Note: THIS IS A CONFIRMED DATE.  Cost is $250.00 per student and 
includes bus, meals AT the conference, and lodging in dorm rooms at  

Franciscan University. Students should bring spending money to purchase 
food while traveling to and from the conference. 

 

To register your teen, please fill out a registration and return with a 
 $75.00 non-refundable deposit due UPON REGISTRATION 

Final payments due April 1, 2017. 
 

Participation in the Altar Society Rummage Sale OR the Motherôs Day Pancake 
Breakfast is REQUIRED. Both events take place at Holy Family Parish 

 

The Altar Society and the Knights of Columbus support the youth of our 
clustered parishes and donate a portion, or all of the proceeds from these two 
events to our Steubenville trip in an effort to keep the cost of tuition at $250.00 

for all participants. 
Questions?   Please call me, Lisa Hunter at (586) 960-4208. 

Registrations can be obtained through the parish office or by contacting Lisa.  

June 16-18, 2017 
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Q. At our final pre-Lenten session with Fr. Joe, you announced something about 
ñsomebody is at my doorò in regards to religious solicitors like the Jehovahôs 
Witnesses. Several of us did not catch it all.  What is this all about? 

 
A. The sessions are called ñKnock at The Door.ò The first two sessions (February 13 & 20) we will be 
looking at two of the most common door to door missionaries that we might encounter at our front door (or a 

storeôs parking lot).  They are the Jehovahôs Witnesses and the Mormons. We will examine what they believe and why the 
Catholic Church rejects their doctrine.   
 
Once we have a basic understanding of their beliefs and what the Catholic Church teaches, we can conquer our fear of 
them and fulfill the command to: ñbe ready to give a defense to anyone who asks for the hope that is within you, in 
gentleness and respectò (1Peter 3:15).  These people at your door are not evil, they have been deceived.  They are at your 
door because they want to help you find the ñtruthò through their (false) god.   
 
Our faith must be first learned and then shared in kindness to all. (Philippians 4: 4-9). This study is important to Catholics.  
First of all, this is a good way to learn more about our own faith and thereby strengthen it.  Secondly, the people at our door 
are (unknowingly) desperate to know the truth about Jesus and our Catholic faith.  Instead of avoiding them we can share 
the real Jesus with these people. These are people the Holy Spirit has brought to our door. The Holy Spirit can use our 
voice to plant seeds in their hearts, or perhaps water the seeds planted by others.  
 
Sacred scripture instructs us to put on the full armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-18).  A sizable percentage of people in these 
groups are former Catholics. These are our fellow baptized brothers and sisters who were not equipped to recognize the 
slick well-packaged deceits presented to them. Had they had the armor you have the opportunity of donning, they would 
have never even considered leaving the Catholic Church.  

Mail Call 

Please join us beginning 
Monday, February 13th 
and each Monday 
thereafter through  
Monday, April10th while 

we explore our Catholic faith. Each 
session will address a different topic.  

In the Holy Family Life Center  @  
7:00 PM  

There is no cost.    Bring a friend! 

Festival Auction Items Needed 
As we ramp up plans for this summerôs festival we are looking for help 
procuring a few items to auction. We have had great luck in the past 
auctioning a Michigan vacation home/cabin for a week or weekend use. So if 
you have a place you would consider donating for a week or weekend, 
please give me a call as soon as possible.  
Also ï if you have any other items valued at $250 or more that you would like 
to donate for the auction or a Blitz Raffle (limited tickets ï price set based on 
item value) to be held during the festival weekend. Again ï please give me a 
call with questions or if you are able to support the auction & raffle needs. 
 

Sue Ann, Festival Chair  
586-246-4718 

March 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  
Thank you to all of those who have attended one or more of the FAMILY 
MOVIE NIGHTS!!  
For those of you who would like to join us this coming month, meet in the 
gathering space around 6:30 p.m.  After a light dinner, everyone will make 
their way into the gym, to watch the movie on a very large screen.  Bring your 
bagged camping chairs or make a comfortable pallet on the floor.  Plenty of 
fresh -popped, movie -style popcorn will be available for the movie watchers.  
During the intermission, the children will be invited to do a special project.  


