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OUR PATRON SAINT

Philip Neri was born in Florence in 1515. From a very early 
age, he was attracted to virtue and was awakened to the 
love of God through the Dominicans at San Marco in Florence,
where the memory of Savonarola was still very much alive 
and the frescoes by the Blessed Fra Angelico still had their 
vibrant colors. In his late teens, Philip was sent by his family 
to live with an uncle in San Germano near the Benedictine 
Abbey of Monte Cassino, with the understanding that he 
would become heir to his uncle’s business and great wealth. 
But, through prayer, Philip soon discovered that earthly riches
could never satisfy his heart. So he renounced the inheritance
and left San Germano for Rome where he arrived probably in 
1533 at the age of eighteen. Philip died on 26 May 1595, on 
the day after the feast of Corpus Christi, just two months shy 
of his eightieth birthday. During his lifetime, Philip had 
counted many canonized Saints among his friends – Saint 
Charles Borromeo, Saint Felix of Cantalice, Saint Ignatius of 
Loyola, Saint Camillus of Lellis, Saint John Leonard, to name 
just a few. It was appropriate that he, also, should have been 
canonized in 1622 on the same day as four other Saints – 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Saint Francis Xavier, Saint Teresa of 
Avila, and Saint Isidore the Farmer. The Romans who consid-
ered Philip the patron saint of Rome, proudly shouted 
through the streets of the Eternal City during Philip’s canonization:
“Today, the Pope is canonizing four Spaniards and one Saint!”

OUR MISSION

The mission of the Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School 
System is to promote the formation of Christian character, 
Catholic lay leadership, Christian fellowship and community 
service by integrating the Gospel message with a liberal arts 
educational program in the spirit of joy of St. Philip Neri.

OUR VISION

Every Oratory student believes the Gospel message 
and lives it by making a difference in the world, as 
each student journeys to his/her ultimate end, heaven.

Tel: 956-7813056
 

Fax: 956-787-1516

Campus Office Hours: 
7:20 am - 4:30 pm

Corporate Office Hours:
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm
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FROM THE SHADOWS AND DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT
EX UMBRIS ET IMAGINIBUS AD LUCEM

Since true Catholic education is directed, first and 
foremost, to the advancement of God’s glory and, then, to 
the promotion of man’s dignity, a teacher or student 
cannot fully reap of its benefits unless he actively partici-
pates in the study and interpretation of human experience 
in the light of faith.
The educator––be he parent, teacher, administrator or 
pastor––  is responsible for creating the unique climate in 
which a truly Catholic philosophy of education can be  
effected. Needless to say, Catholic educators should be 
committed to both professional excellence and spiritual 
growth in their Christian lives.

This desire to be good both professionally and spiritually 
should carry with it a humble awareness that it is by 
God’s grace alone that any good might come of one’s 
efforts. This is Catholic thinking; it should help the educa-
tor, on the one hand, to see the student not solely as a 
professional challenge but as child of God with special 
needs and gifts and, on the other, to see himself as the 
learner’s humble resource, guide and companion.

CATHOLIC IDENTITY
Education in the light of faith.

- Very Rev. Leo-Francis Daniels, C.O.,
HEADMASTER
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STANDARDIZED TESTING
This page contains information regarding the major exams that 
universities require for admission. Make sure to take a close 
look at which exams are required in the application process by 
the university of your preference.

PSAT (PRELIMINARY SCHOLASTIC ASSESS-
MENT TEST):

The PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 allow students to 
take a sample test of university admission standardized 
exams. They are great ways to preview and practice for the 
SAT. They also test the same skills and knowledge  — in a way 
that makes sense for your grade level.

11  graders who take PSAT/NMSQT are automatically  
screened for the National Merit® Scholarship Program, an 
academic competition for recognition and scholarships.

We offer these exams for 8th -11th grades accordingly. 

The assessments will report a total score that will be the sum 
of the following two sections’ scores: (1) Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing; and (2) Math. The total score is reported 
on a scale range of:

- 320 to 1520 on the PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10
- 240 to 1440 on the PSAT 8/9

SAT
www.collegeboard.org

The SAT is a globally recognized college admission test that 
lets you show colleges what you know and how well you can 
apply that knowledge. It tests your knowledge of reading, 
writing, and math — subjects that are taught every day in high 
school classrooms. Most students take the SAT during their 
junior or senior year of high school, and almost all colleges 
and universities use the SAT to make admission decisions.
These exams provide a path to opportunities, financial 
support, and scholarships, in a way that's fair to all students. 
The SAT and SAT Subject Tests keep pace with what colleges 
are looking for today, measuring the skills required for 
success in the 21st century.

Quick facts:

• 3 parts: Reading and Writing (EBRW) and Math, and the
optional SAT Essay.
400-1600 score scale

3 hours and 50 minutes with the SAT Essay- or 3 hours
without it
4 answer choices.

• 

•  

• 

ACT TEST (AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST) 
www.actstudent.org:

The ACT is another exam accepted by the Universities. In 
order to send the best scores for college entrance exams, 
today’s most common practice is for every student to take 
both the SAT and ACT exam. The exam of multiple questions 
covers four areas: English, mathematics, reading, and 
science with an optional essay. The grade is a composite 
score that ranges from 1 to 36. There are 7 sub-grades that 
range from 1 to 36, except writing which ranges from 2 to 12. 
The ACT is offered six times a year on Saturday, and you can 
register online. Fee waivers are available for students that 
qualify.

SAT SUBJECT TESTS
www.collegeboard.com:

Each test lasts one hour and you can take three at a time. The 
exams are measured individually by subject. There are a total 
of 20 subjects. The “SAT subject tests” are offered in 5 
different areas. The cost varies base on how many of them 
you take. English Literature; Foreign Languages: French, 
German, Hebrew, Latin, Spanish, Japanese, Italian, Korean, 
Chinese; History and Social Science: U.S. History, World 
History; Mathematics: Mathematics Level 1, Level 2 
(calculator required); Science: Biology (Ecological/Molecular), 
Chemistry, Physics.

STANDARDIZED TESTS

What is PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test)?
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.htm

What is SAT?
ttp://sat.collegeboard.org/why-sat/topic/sat/what-the-sat-tests

What is ACT? 
http:// www.act.org/ap/

BOOKS

    The Official SAT Study Guide by College Board
    The Real ACT Prep Guide: The Only Official Prep Guide from  
    the makers of the ACT
    Princeton Review books on SAT and ACT test preparation
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THE FORMATION OF THE SERVICE TO GOD

The Oratory Athenæum for University Preparation has the unique focus and the challenge of educating students to be Christian ladies and 
gentlemen in the following areas:

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Community Service is described as volunteer service that is 
for the benefit of the community and that teaches civic 
responsibilities among our students.

Examples of community service

    Community services within Nonprofit Organizations.
    Assisting in a hospital, elderly care center, or an orphanage.
    Tutoring your peers or lower grade students after school 
    or during the weekends.
    Cleaning the school campus or helping improve school 
    appearance.
    Community service via any local charity.
    Coaching students that participate in the PSIA in the 1st –
    8th grades (Private Schools Interscholastic Association).

RESOURCES/ADMISSION GUIDES

   Rugg’s Recommendations on the Colleges by Frede-
   rick E. Rugg 
   Getting In Without Freaking Out by Arlene Matthews
   Acing the College Application: How to Maximize Your 
   Chances  for Admission to the College of Your Choice
   by Michele Hernandez
   Fiske Guide to Getting into the Right College by 
   Edward B. Fiske
   Admission Matters: What Students and Parents Need 
   to Know About Getting Into College by Sally P. Springer,
   Marion R. Franck

BOOKS FOR PARENTS

   Letting Go: A Parent’s Guide to Understanding the 
   College Years by Karen Levin Coburn and Madge
   Lawrence Treeger
   WhenYour Kid GoesTo College by Carol Barkin

Develop a Pursuit
of Knowledge

Value Culture

Develop a Christian
Community

Students are inspired to be ever-mindful of the presence of God.
The shared experiences of worship, celebration, and dedication allow the students to understand Christianity

within the context of the Oratory Schools community.

Intellectual curiosity is fostered within the school community. Systematic inquiry in dialectic promotes logical
thought, giving students the opportunity to develop higher levels of thinking and knowledge.

The Oratory Schools teach students how to use knowledge within real life situations.

Teachers are aware of their roles as models of a virtuous life.
Through them students learn to value culture universally by recognizing and responding to truth,

beauty, goodness, unity, social responsibility, and grace.
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FOUR YEAR COHERENT SEQUENCE  – BEGINNING WITH THE CLASS OF 2018

AREAS Grade 9 (Freshmen) Grade 10 (Sophomore) Grade 11 (Junior) Grade 12 (Senior)

Religion

English I (1.0 credit)
Public Speaking I (1.0 credit)

English II Honors
(1.0 credit)

Public Speaking II
(1.0 credit)

DE or AP English
Language and Comp.

(1.0 credit)
Public Speaking III

(1.0 credit)

DE or AP English Literature
and Comp. (1.0 credit)

Debate (1.0 credit)
English

Algebra I (1.0 credit)
Geometry (1.0 credit)

Algebra II (1.0 credit)

Pre-AP Chemistry 
(1.0 credit)

or
Chemistry (1.0 credit)

Physics (1.0 credit) 

DE Precalculus (1.0 credit)
or Precalculus (1.0 credit)
or Integrated Studies in
Mathematics (1.0 credit) 

Mathematics

DE AB Calculus (1.0 credit)
or Statistics (1.0 credit)
or Financial Math (1.0 credit)

Science
Biology (1.0 credit)

AP Biology (1.0 credit)
Engineering Design &

Problem Solving (1.0 credit)

Social
Studies

World Geography (1.0 credit)
DE or AP US History (1.0)

or US History (1.0) 
AP Art History (1.0)

DE or AP Government
or Government (0.5 credit)

DE or AP Economics
or Economics (0.5 credit)

Foreign
Language

 

AP World History 
(1.0 credit)

or World History
(1.0 credit)

El Siglo de Oro (1.0 credit)

  

Literatura y Composición
Honors (1.0 credit)

Drawing or Music
Application 

or Theater (0.5 credit)

Drawing or Music
Application

or Theater (0.5 credit)

AP Spanish Language
and Culture (1.0 credit)

AP Spanish Literature
and Culture (1.0 credit)

Theology I:
Introduction to the Sacred Scriptures

/Christology and the Holy Trinity
(1.0 credit)

Theology II:
The Pascal Mystery

/The Church
(1.0 credit)

Theology III: 
The Seven Sacraments

/Moral Theology:
Life in Christ (1.0 credit)

Theology IV:
Survey of History the Bible

/Catholic Church (1.0 credit)

Fine Arts

Physical
Education

Physical Education
and Health (1.0 credit)

Electives
Pre-AP Latin (1.0 credit)
Humanities I(1.0 credit)

AP Latin (1.0 credit)
AP Seminar  (1.0 credit)
AP Computer Science
Principles (1.0 credit)

AP Research (1.0 credit)
Health (0.5 credit)
Creative Writing

(0.5 credit)

DE Dual Enrollment                  AP Advanced Placement (College Board)
6 11
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The future is now in your hands and all the tools necessary to accom-
plish your goals are in your reach.
It is up to you to determine how much you want to accomplish in 
your academic career.

LEADERSHIP
Associations and Clubs: To participate as an active member in 
any of the various associations and clubs, students will need to 
utilize the many great tools offered by these groups that will 
further their development. These associations and clubs will also 
enhance their résumé and make them a more favorable candidate 
within the competitive admissions process of their future university. 

The Oratory Athenæum for University Preparation offers the following 
associations and clubs:
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ORATORY ATHENÆUM FOR UNIVERSITY PREPARATION GRADUATION PLAN

ENDORSEMENTS

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE(S) IN: 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
STUDIES

*Science
* Math

STEM

*Language Other
that English

*English

BUSINESS
&

INDUSTRY

ARTS
&

HUMANITIES

BEGINNING WITH THE CLASS OF 2018

HB5- Performance Acknowledgement on the transcript.

Dual Credit 
Bilingualism and Biliteracy 
Advanced Placement Exams
PSAT/ACT-PLAN, SAT or ACT

This endorsement
requires a sequence
of courses in these

areas:

Four credits in
each of the
foundation areas

Four Advanced
Placement (AP)
courses

This endorsement
requires a sequence
of courses in these

areas:

High Level Core
Areas of  

- Mathematics 

- Science

This endorsement
requires a sequence
of courses in these

areas:

Foreign
Language

This endorsement
requires a sequence
of courses in these

areas:

English Elective

HONORARY HISPANIC SOCIETY
http://www.aatsp.org/?page=SHHoverview
    GPA 3.7 minimum
    Grade of A- in Spanish at the end of 
    the first semester of 10th grade
    Good discipline
    Participates in all school  activities

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
http://soinc.org/

GPA 3.0 minimum
Grades 9-12 are exposed to hands-on 
experiments and activities in prepara-
tion for the Science Olympiad. 
Qualified students participate in the 
Science Olympiad Regional Contest 
sponsored by South Texas College. 

Winners may compete at the state and 
national levels.MU ALPHA THETA

http://www.mualphatheta.org/
    GPA 3.0 minimum
    Grades 11-12 (Algebra & Geometry) 
    Good discipline
    Must have completed or be enrolled in
    an upper level math course (such as      
    Precalculus, College Algebra, or Calcu-
    lus)
    Participates in all school activities

QUILL & SCROLL HONOR SOCIETY     
http://quillandscroll.org/
    GPA 3.3 minimum
    Grades 10th - 12th involved in the
    Yearbook or School Newsletters

     
Good discipline

     
Participates in all school activities

MUN MODEL UNITED NATIONS
http://www.nmun.org/
    Letter of intent
    Grades 9-12
    Preparation
    Good discipline
    Participates in all
   school activities

ORATORIO DE LA MISERICORDIA 
    
    

Preparation
Grades 9-12
Good discipline
Participates in all school activities

    
    

NHS NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
http://www.nhs.us
    GPA 3.7 minimum
    Grades 10th-12th
    Completed application
    Outstanding discipline
    NHS Committee decision
    Participates in all school activities

SCIENCE HONOR SOCIETY
http://www.sciencenhs.org/
    GPA 3.5 minimum
    Grades 11th and 12th
     Good discipline
    Grade of B+ in Science
      Enrolled in a Science Honor Class or

have been enrolled in a Science Honors Class. 
Participates in all school activities

STUDENT COUNCIL 
GPA 3.2 minimum
Grades 9-12
Letter of intent
Voted into office
Participates in all school activities

    
    
    

PHARR ORATORY THESPIAN TROUPE
Letter of intent
Grades 9-12
Honor Graduate 3.0 GPA minimum by
December of the year of graduation.
Good discipline
Participates in all school activities

Letter of intent
Grades 9-12
Good discipline
Participates in all school activities

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB PARADISO

PRO-LIFE CLUB
GPA 2.8 minimum
Grades 9-12
Letter of intent
Good discipline
Participates in all school activitiess 
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DISCIPLINE

ORATORY ATHENÆUM FOR UNIVERSITY PREPARATION

ENDORSEMENTS 

SPECIFICS CREDIT

Religion 

English I, English II, English III, and English IV

One credit for every year at a Catholic School 4

English

Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry,
an additional math credit

Mathematics

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
an additional science credit

4

4

Science

Three and one half: US History, World History, World
Geography, US Government (one half credit)

Three credits in the same language 

4

Social Studies 3.5

Economics 0.5

Physical Education 1.0

Foreign Language 3.0

2.0

28

Fine Arts 1

Speech* 0.5*

Health*

Electives

Total

0.5*

                                             

* Health and Speech may be integrated into other disciplines such as Science and Language Arts.

DISTINGUISH  LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT            ENDORSEMENTS  = 37.5 CREDITS

FO
U

N
D

AT
IO

N

DISTINGUISHED LEVEL  OF ACHIEVEMENT

EN
D

O
R

SE
M

EN
T

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
STUDIES

*Science
* Math

STEM

*Language Other
that English

*English

BUSINESS &
INDUSTRY

ARTS &
HUMANITIES

REQUIREMENTS FOR VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN
Enrollment in the distinguished level of achievement and attainment of the highest or second highest rank points, respectively, in his or her 
graduating class. There are no ties for Valedictorian.

Graduates: 100% of the Oratory Athenæum for University Preparation graduates continue on to higher education.

Oratory Athenæum Graduates Accepted by 4 Year Colleges and Universities

NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES:

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES:

American University
Amherst College
Barnard College
Baylor University
Blinn College
Boston University
Colorado Northern University
Colorado State University
Columbia University
Duke University
Houston Baptist University 
Illinois Institute of Technology
Iowa State University
John Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University 
Lewis & Clark College
Loyola Marymount University
Marymount University 
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
New York University
Northwestern University
Notre Dame de Namur University 
Oklahoma City University
Oklahoma State University
Our Lady of the Lake University 
Pace University 
Philadelphia University 
Princeton University
Rice University
Southern Methodist University 
South Texas College 
St. Edward’s University 
St. John’s University
St. Mary’s University, San Antonio 
Studio School
Suffolk University 
Syracuse University
Tarleton State University 
Texas A&M University 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Texas Christian University 
Texas Lutheran University
Texas State University 
Texas Tech University 
The Catholic University of America 
The New School-Parsons
The Pennsylvania State University 
The University of Dallas
The University Houston
The University Texas, Austin 
The University of Texas-Dallas
The University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley 
The University of Texas-San Antonio 
Trinity University 
University of California-Berkeley 
University of Chicago
University of Pennsylvania
University of San Diego
University of the Incarnate Word 
Washington University (St. Louis)
Wesleyan University
Woodbury University

Instituto Tecnológico de Monterrey, México
La Sabana University, Chía, Colombia
Universidad Anahuac, México
Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León, México
Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro, Mexico
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, España
Universidad de América, Bogotá, Colombia
Universidad de Guadalajara, México
Universidad de las Américas, Puebla, México
Universidad de Monterrey
Universidad Nacional de Buenos Aires, Argentina

PAGE-13

New Graduation Plan – Beginning with the Class of 2018
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ORGANIZATION AND TIME MANAGEMENT
       
Your own personal organization and time management are key elements to high school success. Remember that everything you do 
affects your future and creates your trademark. The 11th grade is extremely important since you will be required to take advanced 
courses. This is the time to take a close look at your realistic possibilities once high school is over. This is the year to select the 
universities that are in accordance with your preference, academic record, and resume. Taking an early step into your future will 
provide more opportunities.

.

FINANCIAL AID
FAFSA www.fafsa.ed.gov
(The Office of Federal Financial Aid for students)

Who can utilize FAFSA?

USA citizen.
International students with rights to participate.

Instructions:

1. Complete and send your FAFSA as soon as possible beginning the 
    1st of October of your 12th grade year.
2. Request a PIN number in order to sign your FAFSA electronically.   
    www.pin.ed.gov (This can be done prior to the 1st of January.)

TASFA www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/pdf/8562.pdf
Application of financial aid in the state of Texas.

Who can use TASFA?

You can solicit aid with TASFA if you have no right to 
receive federal financial aid. If you are a resident of the 
state of Texas (you have lived in the state of Texas for 3 
years prior to graduation from high school), complete 
the application and submit it to the University to which 
you are currently applying. Visit the TASFA website in 
order to view which academic institutions accept TASFA.
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Classical liberal education and Catholic classical liberal education serve humanity in 
two ways: First, in purely secular terms, classical liberal education aims to help 
learners by means of natural reason alone to:

Second, in theologically Catholic terms, classical liberal education aims to help 
learners understand not only what human beings can learn by natural human reason 
alone, but what they, by faith, can learn by opening their minds to Divine Revelation ; 
i.e., that

human beings were created out of pure unselfish love in the image and likeness 
of God, their Creator;
the likeness human beings share with God is freedom; especially, the freedom to 
choose God willingly as He, first, willingly chose human beings to be the very 
summit of His creation
because human beings have failed God, choosing to love other things in His 
stead, God has not abandoned human beings but, instead, has given them 
another chance freely to restore the original order of creation: i.e., to place God 
before all other things;
even though human selfishness and disobedience have alienated human beings from their Creator and have damaged man’s spiritual 
powers, clouding and weakening his intellect, God the Father set about, hopefully, to help human beings make things right with their Creator;
to get our attention and to show us how much He loves us, God the Father, sent his only-begotten Son “enfleshed in humanity”, so that, what 
human beings could not do alone, Jesus Christ, as both God and man, might take upon Himself man’s irreparable offense against Divine 
Goodness; so that, by one bloody sacrifice on the cross, Jesus Christ, representing both human and Divine natures, might willingly suffer and 
die, sacrificing Himself to reconcile God with man, to buy back humanity, to open once more the gates of heaven so all human beings of good 
might live forever in union with Divine Goodness, Divine Truth, Perfect Beauty and Eternal Happiness;
evidence and guarantee of this eternal hope is seen as Jesus’ power over death: When, after three days, Jesus Christ the Son of God was 
resurrected from among the dead by his heavenly Father; God, finally, sent his Holy Spirit, so that the living Spirit of love between the Father 
and the Son might always be visibly present among those baptized in His name: The visible body of those baptized is called the Catholic 
Church, through which human beings are assured of eternal happiness and salvation.

Know their nature as human beings;
Know what is true, good, beautiful and the source of unity;
Be aware of their natural human intellectual powers (i.e., intellect and free will) and 
to feel obligated to use those faculties responsibly in the pursuit of truth and of 
goodness, both earthly and transcendent;
Identify secure pathways of truth and goodness for veritable happiness and an 
authentic human fulfillment;
Be aware of their ability and responsibility to love other human beings unselfishly, 
working toward the realization of humanity’s common good, and personally 
clothed with the excellence of personal competence, objectivity, integrity, logic, 
reliability, humility, other-centeredness, virtue, valor, and self-sacrifice; and, finally, 
to
Know that human beings need leisure, daily, to deliberate upon and rest in what 
is truthful and good and beautiful and unifying both for this earthly life and for their 
ultimate end; namely, for their eternal rest in the Transcendent Reason for all 
human existence.

CLASSICAL LIBERAL EDUCATION AND
CATHOLIC CLASSICAL LIBERAL EDUCATION

3
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

This guide will provide you with a general vision of the proper prepa-
ration you must follow in your upcoming years as a high school 
student in the United States or abroad.

The process will require your utmost dedication, great organiza-
tional skills, and applied time management. Since your freshman 
year is the foundation, your objective is to achieve academic and 
behavioral success.

You must be aware that success is equivalent to sacrifice in many 
scenarios; the right and best decision will not always be the easiest 
one.

Take an active and positive role in the formation of your academic 
future. 

Remember, make the impossible possible!

PARENTS

The Oratory Athenæum for University Preparation has resources 
available to offer a higher level of education. Nevertheless we need 
your participation and collaboration in the education of your child 
and his or her proper development. At this age, your child begins a 
higher level of competition as he prepares for University. The level of 
competition begins to grow tremendously and, in turn, the level of 
stress that your child experiences will also increase. 

You need to inform yourself of all the educational responsibilities 
your child is facing in order to better support and motivate him or 
her. In being an example of  motivation and perseverance, you can 
better  help your child learn to balance curricular and  extracurricular 
activities, giving him the ability to be a competitive force as he works 
toward higher education. In learning to utilize all academic and 
spiritual tools available to them, students will be prepared to enter 
University life as discerning Catholic citizens.

9th
Enroll in clubs and associations offered at the 
school that are of your interest.
Make sure you make a commitment to 
yourself to maintain your grades and ave- 
rage at a high level.
Create a good relationship with your 
teachers.
Take the ITBS tests.

10th
September
Enroll in clubs and associations offered at the 
school that are of your interest.
Make sure you make a commitment to 
yourself to maintain your grades and ave- 
rage at a high level.
Create a good relationship with
your teachers.
Practice for the PSAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.
Take the ITBS tests.

October
Take the PSAT/National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test.

November
Practice for the TSI

January
Take a look at your scores on the PSAT/ 
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

February
Focus on your academics and grades.

March
Take the TSI

April & May
Focus on your academics and grades.

September
Enroll to take the AP exams at the 
school office.
Enroll in clubs and associations offered at the 
school that are of your interest.
Revise your transcript. Make sure you 
make a commitment to yourself to ma-
intain your grades and average at a high
level.
Educate yourself about the universities
that are out there and begin making some
selections.
Take the ITBS tests.

October
Take the PSAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test

November
Decide what are the best days to take
the standardized exams and make sure 
the dates don’t conflict with the exam
dates of AP exams.
Begin studying and preparing yourself
for standardized testing.

January
Take a look at your scores on the PSAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test.

February
Focus on your academics and grades.

March
Start making plans, select colleges.
Start writing your resume.
Take the SAT or ACT test for the first 
time.

April
Revise your academic plan.
Continue researching the universities that 
best fit you.
Make sure to attend university fairs.

May
Take the SAT and/or ACT if needed.
Take your AP exams.

July/August
Gather information on the process
of admission.
Write an essay about you, 500 words.

August
Start preparing your University
entrance essay.
Make a plan utilizing Naviance.
Make sure you meet all deadlines for
the University of your choice.
Make sure you complete all applications 
(paper or online) for all Universities to which  
you wish to apply.

September
Complete the application to “Authorization to 
Release Student Information to Colleges” in 
Naviance.
There are universities that will visit your
high school; if you are interested, sign
up for one of them.
Revise your application plan, and make any 
necessary adjustments.
Complete your resume.

October
Get your teachers to complete letters
of recommendation.
Research scholarships.
If you need to retake any standardized 
examinations, do it now.
Request a transcript.
Get your identification number for you
and your parents for the FAFSA via their
website: http://www.pin.ed.gov/PINW
ebApp/ pinindex.jsp 

January
Request midyear transcript. 

May
Take your advanced placement exams. 

June
Baccalaureate Mass.
GRADUATION!
Pick up your diploma and final transcript. 
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12th
Senior Year: How? and When?

11th
Junior Year: How? and When?

9th and 10th
Freshman & Sophomore Year: How? and When?
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OUR PATRON SAINT

Philip Neri was born in Florence in 1515. From a very early 
age, he was attracted to virtue and was awakened to the 
love of God through the Dominicans at San Marco in Florence,
where the memory of Savonarola was still very much alive 
and the frescoes by the Blessed Fra Angelico still had their 
vibrant colors. In his late teens, Philip was sent by his family 
to live with an uncle in San Germano near the Benedictine 
Abbey of Monte Cassino, with the understanding that he 
would become heir to his uncle’s business and great wealth. 
But, through prayer, Philip soon discovered that earthly riches
could never satisfy his heart. So he renounced the inheritance
and left San Germano for Rome where he arrived probably in 
1533 at the age of eighteen. Philip died on 26 May 1595, on 
the day after the feast of Corpus Christi, just two months shy 
of his eightieth birthday. During his lifetime, Philip had 
counted many canonized Saints among his friends – Saint 
Charles Borromeo, Saint Felix of Cantalice, Saint Ignatius of 
Loyola, Saint Camillus of Lellis, Saint John Leonard, to name 
just a few. It was appropriate that he, also, should have been 
canonized in 1622 on the same day as four other Saints – 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Saint Francis Xavier, Saint Teresa of 
Avila, and Saint Isidore the Farmer. The Romans who consid-
ered Philip the patron saint of Rome, proudly shouted 
through the streets of the Eternal City during Philip’s canonization:
“Today, the Pope is canonizing four Spaniards and one Saint!”

OUR MISSION

The mission of the Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School 
System is to promote the formation of Christian character, 
Catholic lay leadership, Christian fellowship and community 
service by integrating the Gospel message with a liberal arts 
educational program in the spirit of joy of St. Philip Neri.

OUR VISION

Every Oratory student believes the Gospel message 
and lives it by making a difference in the world, as 
each student journeys to his/her ultimate end, heaven.

Tel: 956-7813056
 

Fax: 956-787-1516

Campus Office Hours: 
7:20 am - 4:30 pm

Corporate Office Hours:
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm

© All rights reserved to the Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri 
School System

Rev. Mario Alberto Avilés, C.O.,
Rector

Very Rev. Leo-Francis Daniels, C.O.,
 Headmaster 

G.Yvonne Pérez, President Oratory
Schools, Co-Founder

Izkra Díaz
 Director

Rev. José Encarnación Losoya, C.O.,
Asst. Director and Campus Ministry

FROM THE SHADOWS AND DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT
EX UMBRIS ET IMAGINIBUS AD LUCEM

Since true Catholic education is directed, first and 
foremost, to the advancement of God’s glory and, then, to 
the promotion of man’s dignity, a teacher or student 
cannot fully reap of its benefits unless he actively partici-
pates in the study and interpretation of human experience 
in the light of faith.
The educator––be he parent, teacher, administrator or 
pastor––  is responsible for creating the unique climate in 
which a truly Catholic philosophy of education can be  
effected. Needless to say, Catholic educators should be 
committed to both professional excellence and spiritual 
growth in their Christian lives.

This desire to be good both professionally and spiritually 
should carry with it a humble awareness that it is by 
God’s grace alone that any good might come of one’s 
efforts. This is Catholic thinking; it should help the educa-
tor, on the one hand, to see the student not solely as a 
professional challenge but as child of God with special 
needs and gifts and, on the other, to see himself as the 
learner’s humble resource, guide and companion.

CATHOLIC IDENTITY
Education in the light of faith.

- Very Rev. Leo-Francis Daniels, C.O.,
HEADMASTER

ORATORY ATHENÆUM FOR UNIVERSITY PREPARATION
ACADEMIC GUIDE
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