Procedure for Blessing and Investiture
Latin
Priest - Ostende nobis Domine misericordiam tuam.
Respondent - Et salutare tuum da nobis.
P - Domine exaudi orationem meum.
R - Et clamor meus ad te veniat.
P - Dominus vobiscum.
R - Et cum spiritu tuo.
P - Oremus. Domine Jesu Christe, humani generis Salvator, hunc habitum, quem
propter tuum tuaeque Genitricis Virginis Mariae de Monte Carmelo, Amorem
servus tuus devote est delaturus, dextera tua sancti+fica, tu eadem Genitrice tua
intercedente, ab hoste maligno defensus in tua gratia usque ad mortem perseveret:
Qui vivis et regnas in saecula saeculorum. Amen.
THE PRIEST SPRINKLES WITH HOLY WATER THE SCAPULAR AND THE
PERSON(S) BEING ENROLLED. HE THEN INVESTS HIM (THEM),
SAYING:
P - Accipite hunc, habitum benedictum precantes sanctissima Virginem, ut ejus
meritis illum perferatis sine macula, et vos ab omni adversitate defendat, atque
advitam perducat aeternam. Amen.
AFTER INVESTITURE THE PRIEST CONTINUES WITH THE PRAYERS:
P - Ego, ex potestate mihi concessa, recipio vos ad participationem, omnium
bonorum spiritualium, qua, cooperante misericordia Jesu Christi, a Religiosa de
Monte Carmelo peraguntur. In Nomine Patris + et Filii + et Spiritus Sancti. +
Amen.
Benedicat + vos Conditor caeli at terrae, Deus omnipotens, qui vos cooptare
dignatus est in Confraternitatem Beatae Mariae Virginis de Monte Carmelo: quam
exoramus, ut in hore obitus vestri conterat caput serpentis antiqui, atque palmam et
coronam sempiternae hereditatis tandem consequamini. Per Christum Dominum
nostrum.

R - Amen.
THE PRIEST THEN SPRINKLES AGAIN WITH HOLY WATER THE
PERSON(S) ENROLLED.

English
Priest - Show us, O Lord, Thy mercy.
Respondent - And grant us Thy salvation.
P - Lord, hear my prayer.
R - And let my cry come unto Thee.
P - The Lord be with you.
R - And with your Spirit.
P - Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, sanctify + by Thy power these
scapulars, which for love of Thee and for love of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Thy
servants will wear devoutly, so that through the intercession of the same Virgin
Mary, Mother of God, and protected against the evil spirit, they persevere until
death in Thy grace. Thou who livest and reignest world without end. Amen.
THE PRIEST SPRINKLES WITH HOLY WATER THE SCAPULAR AND THE
PERSON(S) BEING ENROLLED. HE THEN INVESTS HIM (THEM),
SAYING:
P - Receive this blessed scapular and beseech the Blessed Virgin that through Her
merits, you may wear it without stain. May it defend you against all adversity and
accompany you to eternal life. Amen.
AFTER INVESTITURE THE PRIEST CONTINUES WITH THE PRAYERS:
P - I, by the power vested in me, admit you to participate in all the spiritual
benefits obtained through the mercy of Jesus Christ by the Religious Order of
Mount Carmel. In the name of the Father + and of the Son + and of the Holy
Ghost. + Amen.
May God Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and earth, bless + you, He who has
deigned to join you to the Confraternity of the Blessed Virgin of Mount Carmel;
we beseech Her to crush the head of the ancient serpent so that you may enter into
possession of your eternal heritage through Christ our Lord.
R - Amen.

THE PRIEST THEN SPRINKLES AGAIN WITH HOLY WATER THE
PERSON(S) ENROLLED.

THE BROWN SCAPULAR OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL is part of the rich spiritual tradition of the
Catholic Church that honors Mary as the first and foremost of her Son’s disciples. This scapular is a
sacramental, an outward sign of the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary, our sister, mother and queen
and offers an effective symbol of Mary's protection to the Order of Carmel its members, associates, and
affiliates as they strive to fulfill their vocation as defined by the Carmelite Rule of Saint Albert: “to live in
allegiance to Jesus Christ.” This scapular was first presented to St. Simon Stock, an early prior general of
the Carmelite religious order, in the 13th Century by Our Lady of Mount Carmel and resembles on a
smaller scale the scapular monks wear over their habits. The PROCEDURE FOR BLESSING AND
INVESTITURE [enrollment] is done by a priest or deacon who blesses the scapulars and presents them to
those who desire to wear them 24/7. Special graces are available to those who wear the scapular.
Thanks to Dan Wiederin, former parishioner, we are receiving 250 scapulars to ‘kick off’ the countdown
to the parishes 150th celebration. The Blessing and Investiture will be done Sunday July 8 after Holy
Communion at the 8:00 a.m. Mass. Everyone interested in being invested will be invited to come
forward to receive two [2] scapulars and the blessing. For more information, please check the parish
website.

More information:
The Church on her faith pilgrimage finds its best model in Our Lady. The example of the Blessed
Virgin leads the faithful to conform themselves to the Son. But it also leads them to celebrate
the mysteries of Christ with the profound attitude that the Virgin had when she was by her Son
at his birth and at the Epiphany, at his death and resurrection. That is, it urges them to guard
zealously the Word of God to meditate on it lovingly; to praise God with exultation and to thank
him joyfully; to serve God and neighbor faithfully and to offer generously for them even life
itself, to pray to the Lord perseveringly and to implore confidently; to be merciful and humble;
to "wait vigilantly for the coming of the Lord." (** The Doctrinal Statement on the Brown
Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Approved English text of the doctrinal section of the
"Rite of Blessing of and Enrollment in the Scapular of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel"
as issued and confirmed by the Congregation for Divine Worship and for the Discipline of the
Sacraments, November 29, 1996.)
MARY
While Christ alone has redeemed us, the Blessed Virgin Mary has always been seen by Catholics
as a loving mother and protector. The Blessed Virgin has shown her patronage over the Order
of Carmel from its earliest days. This patronage and protection came to be symbolized in the
scapular, the essential part of the Carmelite habit.
Stories and legends abound in Carmelite tradition expressing the many ways in which the
Mother of God has interceded for the Order, especially in critical moments of its history. Most
enduring and popular of these traditions, blessed by the Church, concerns Mary's promise to an
early Carmelite, Saint Simon Stock, that anyone who remains faithful to the Carmelite vocation
until death will be granted the grace of final perseverance. The Carmelite Order has been
anxious to share this patronage and protection with those who are devoted to the Mother of
God and so has extended both its habit (the scapular) and affiliation to the larger Church.

Private revelation can neither add to nor detract from the Church's deposit of faith. Therefore,
the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel echoes the promise of Divine Revelation: The
one who holds out to the end is the one who will see salvation (Matthew 24:13), and Remain
faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10). The Brown Scapular of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel is a reminder to its wearers of the saving grace which Christ gained
upon the cross for all: All you who have been baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves in
him (Galatians 3:27). There is no salvation for anyone other than that won by Christ. The
Sacraments mediate this saving grace to the faithful. The sacramentals, including the scapular,
do not mediate this saving grace but prepare us to receive grace and dispose us to cooperate
with it. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches:
Sacramentals do not confer the grace of the Holy Spirit in the way that the sacraments
do, but by the Church's prayer they prepare us to receive grace and dispose us to
cooperate with it. For well-disposed members of the faithful, the liturgy of the
sacraments and sacramentals sanctifies almost every event of their lives with the divine
grace which flows form the Paschal mystery of the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of
Christ. From this source all sacraments and sacramentals draw their power. (CC 1670)
We see, therefore, that the Church clearly teaches that all grace, including that of final
perseverance, is won for us by the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord. Simply wearing
the Brown Scapular does not confer that same result.
THE HABIT
The Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel is the habit of the Carmelite Order. For the
religious members of the Order it takes the form of two long, undecorated panels of brown
cloth joined at the shoulders and falling, one to the front and one to the back. For the laity it
takes the form of a two smaller pieces of brown or dark cloth, preferably plain, joined over the
shoulder by ribbons, and falling, one to the back, the other to the front. As the Order's habit,
the scapular signifies some degree of affiliation to the Carmelites.
Carmelite tradition declares, not so much from a vision as from the living faith of the men and
women of Carmel over eight centuries, that we the Carmelites enjoy a special protection by the
Mother of God as a sign of her love for us and her appreciation of our trust and confidence in
her and our devotion to her as our model for living a life of allegiance to her Son.
We Carmelites are willing even anxious to share this
protection and favor that Mary shows us as we are
anxious to share the trust and confidence we place in
her and our devotion to her. A visible sign of our
sharing this protection and this devotion is the
scapular. It is the Carmelite Order not the Blessed
Virgin who gives the scapular to the faithful and
invites the faithful to share our charism in expectation
of the graces won by Christ and bestowed on Carmel

and its members through the intercession of the Mother of God. The Graces are bestowed on
the Family of Carmel; the scapular is a sign of belonging in some way and to some varying
degree to the family of Carmel.
POPE JOHN PAUL II & THE BROWN SCAPULAR
"Carmelites have chosen Mary as their Patroness and spiritual Mother and always keep before
the eyes of their heart the Most Pure Virgin who guides everyone to the perfect knowledge and
imitation of Christ.
In Carmel therefore and in every soul moved by tender affection for the Blessed Virgin and
Mother, there has thrived a contemplation of her, who from the beginning knew how to open
herself to hearing God's Word and to obeying his will (Lk 2: 19, 51). (Message of Pope John
Paul II to the Carmelite Family on the 750th Anniversary of the Bestowal of the Scapular 25
March 2001.)
"I, from my youngest days, have worn around my neck the Scapular of Our Lady and I take
refuge with trust under the mantle of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus. I hope the
Scapular will be for everyone, especially the faithful who wear it, a help and defense in times of
danger, a seal of peace and a sign of Mary's care." (Pope John Paul II, GENERAL AUDIENCE,
Castelgandolfo July 16, 2003)
WHO MAY INVEST PEOPLE WITH THE BROWN SCAPULAR OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL?
According to the Rite for the Blessing and Enrollment in the Scapular of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Mount Carmel, approved by the Holy See in 1996, any priest or deacon has the faculties for
blessing the scapular. The official ritual provided by the Holy See makes no provision for
someone other than a priest or deacon to bless the scapular.
True devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary consists in three things: VENERATION, CONFIDENCE
AND LOVE. By simply wearing the Scapular, we can tell her every moment of the day that we
venerate her, love her and trust in her protection.
Notes and references:
** A Catechesis on the Brown Scapular - Father Sam Anthony Morello, OCD and Father Patrick
McMahon, O.Carm. Imprimatur of Archbishop, Cardinal James Hickey, Archdiocese of
Washington DC.
** Message of Pope John Paul II to the Carmelite Family on the 750th Anniversary of the
Bestowal of the Scapular 25 March 2001.
** Pope John Paul II, GENERAL AUDIENCE, Castelgandolfo July 16, 2003
** The Doctrinal Statement on the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Approved
English text of the doctrinal section of the "Rite of Blessing of and Enrollment in the Scapular of
the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel" as issued and confirmed by the Congregation for
Divine Worship and for the Discipline of the Sacraments, November 29, 1996

FROM: http://www.meditationsfromcarmel.com/content/what-brown-scapular

