The Consecrated Life: Living V ows of
Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience
Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he
went and lay down. And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” And Samuel arose and went
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie
down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not
yet been revealed to him. And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the
Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down
in his place. And the Lord came and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant hears.” ~ 1 Samuel 3:4-10
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Some are Chosen
Some of the faithful are offered

and serve the needs
of the Church”

A priest of the Society of
Missionaries of Africa (MAfr),
an order founded in 1868 in
Algiers, North Africa
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Secular Institutes
New forms of dedicated life have been prompted
by the grace of the Holy Spirit. “Secular institutes”
are groups of consecrated people who and live work
as leaven in the world to evangelize and bear witness
to Christian virtues. They profess the evangelical
counsels, and live a communal life in fellowship that
is in accord with their particular secular way of life.
Yet another form of dedication are the societies of
apostolic life whose members do not always take religious vows but pursue the particular apostolic purpose of their society, living as brothers and sisters ac-
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solitude and silence, prayer and penance. Consecrated virgins, whose life of virginity sets them apart
as “Brides of Christ,” may or may not form themselves into organizations, or orders, to carry out their
commitments more faithfully. The largest majority,
however, exist as religious orders of men and women
who have, throughout the Church’s history, rendered
service in the propagation of the Faith, in defense
against heresies, and in promulgation of social justice and charity. Religious orders have a signiﬁcant
role in the life of the Church, beginning with the formation of ancient monastic institutions in the fourth
century to the multitude of congregations that today
enrich the lives and mission of the Church and its
faithful, as well as providing a vast amount of charitable services to people regardless of their faith.

A sister of the Missionaries of Charity (MC) dressing an altar for
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in an inner-city convent
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