
35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Phone: 439-4951 • Fax: 439-0108 

E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

Rev. David V. Berberian J.C.L., Pastor 

dberberian@stthomas-church.org 

Rev. Richard Leskovar, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. James D. Daley, Pastor Emeritus  
 

PARISH OFFICE: 439-4951   Fax: 439-0108 

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Patricia Holm, Pastoral Associate, Administration 

pholm@stthomas-church.org 

Barbara Ruggirello, Bookkeeper 

Paul Edmundson, Office Assistant 

pedmundson@stthomas-church.org 

Peter Bukowski, Facilities Manager 

pbukowski@stthomas-church.org 

Maura Barrett, LMSW, Pastoral Care Associate 

mbarrett@stthomas-church.org 

Avery Tunningley, Parish Music Director 

tunnac@aol.com 

Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 

Konstantin Tsykun, Contemporary Music Director 

Dianne McMullen, Organist 
 

FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 

Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Patti Staerker, Elementary Coordinator 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Elizabeth Kerins, MS and HS Coordinator 

ekerins@stthomas-church.org 

Mary Ann Hospodar, Assistant MS and HS Coordinator 

mhospodar@stthomas-church.org 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Thomas Kane, School Principal 
tkane@stthomas-school.org 

Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 
 
EUCHARISTIC LITURGY: 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays: Mon. and Fri. at 12:15 p.m., Tues. and Wed. at 7:30 a.m. 
Eucharistic Adoration: First Friday, following 12:15 p.m. Mass, until  
                                    Benediction at 2:45 p.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. in the Daily Mass Chapel or anytime by 
appointment.   
 

BAPTISM: Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 
4th Sundays of the month. Contact the Parish Office for 
arrangements. Preparation sessions for parents presenting infants 
for Baptism are held monthly. 
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS: Contact the Parish Office 
for information. 
 
MATRIMONY: Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 
to 8 months in advance and before scheduling a reception. Contact 
the Parish Office for information. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated on the first Monday of the 
month after the 12:15 p.m. Mass or by request.  
 

CARE OF THE SICK: The Pastoral Care Team responds to the 
needs of homebound or hospitalized parishioners. Please call to 
make us aware of persons who would like a visit or home 
Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Please register in the parish by calling the 
office weekdays to set up an appointment . 
 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are:  
“St. Thomas’ Church of Delmar, N.Y.” 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sat: 5:00 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 
Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 5:00 pm / Sun: 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 4:00 pm / Sun: 8:00 & 10:00 am, 
             12:00 noon 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES    CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 

   Sunday, December 24:                                                                               Monday, December25:  

4 p.m. (Father Berberian)                                                                       9:30 a.m. (Father Leskovar)   

6 p.m. (Father Leskovar)                                                                         11 a.m. (Father Berberian )

Choir Sings at 10:30 p.m., 

Mass to follow at 11 p.m. (Father Berberian) 

           

 



CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE, DELMAR, NY 
Saturday-Sunday, December 30 - 31, 2017, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

 

Pastor’s Corner 

MINISTERS FOR NEW YEARS LITURGIES ~ Sign-up 
sheets are on the oval table near the church foyer for 
these liturgies. If you are a Eucharistic Minister (EM), ac-
olyte, or lector who is able to minister at one or more  of 
these Masses, please sign up.  If you are an EM team 
leader, please indicate that as well. Thank you for serv-
ing. 
 

Prayer Chain ~ Members respond to urgent prayer 
intentions. Contact Pam Seward at: 518-439-7845 for 
your intention to be added.  

Prayer & Worship 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

               Saturday, December 30: 5 p.m. (Father Berberian) 

 Sunday, December 31:   8, 9:30 a.m. (Father Berberian ),11 a.m. (Father Leskovar) 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS: Kasey and Michael 

Treffiletti and their daughter, Carmen; Jacqueline Dadamo 
and her son, Anthony; Mark and Mary Linden; Jennifer and 
Todd Montano; Connie Keane. 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD  

                    Monday, January 1: 12:15 p.m. (Father Berberian) 

 ) 

Pastoral Care  

   (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

“For it is in the giving that we receive,” – St. 
Francis of Assisi 
 

What a giving group of ministers we have serving 

other in our parish! We are so very thankful for all of you. In 
our Pastoral Care Ministries, we provide such services as: 
Eucharistic ministry to the homebound, Rosary and Com-
munion services at local agencies, hospital visitation, meal 
ministry, bereavement and funeral support, to name a few.  
Please visit our website to see more details about how YOU 
can become involved. Give as much or as little time as you 
are able. Here are a couple of examples of how you can 
become involved: 
 

Nursing Home Visitor ~ We have parishioners who 

have been placed in various nursing facilities in our area 
(Our Lady of Mercy, St. Peter’s Nursing, Teresian House,  

Hawthorne Ridge, and others). Our volunteers provide 
friendly visits to help them to continue to feel connected to 
our parish community. Visits are once/month and on your 
schedule. Contact Maura if you are interested in joining this 
team. 
 

Holiday Support ~ The Christmas season is a time of 

hope and love. It can also be a time of emotional difficulty for 
some. If you or your loved one is in need of supportive ser-
vices please contact Maura in Pastoral Care for assistance 
and referral information for programs available in our area. 
 

Knitting, Quilting, & Crocheting with Love ~ This 

team is expanding and evolving! And you are welcome to 
join! The team will meet again next month on January 17 at 
2:00 in the Gathering Hall. Prior to that, Christina Ryan will 
continue to collect 6”x6” “squares” made of medium weight, 
or 4”x 4” of baby weight, washable yarn in a basket in the 
church foyer. This group is putting together beautiful blan-
kets, quilts and baby items for persons in our own communi-
ty. After the business portion of the meeting, the group will 
have a more social time and will stay, teach and learn from 
one another. We have a quilter willing to assist the novices 
in addition seasoned knitters and crocheters. Please contact 
Chris Ryan with questions at 518-439-8517. All are wel-
come! 

Faith Formation  

      ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION (GRADES 1-5)
             (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

There are no faith formation classes this week, and 

for the 2 weeks thereafter as we take our annual extended 
Christmas recess.  Classes will resume the week of January 
16 -18 for the start of our 2nd half of the year.   
 

Our next session of First Eucharist prep classes 
for families enrolled in that program will be held on Sunday, 
January 21 at 8:15 a.m. and Monday, January 22 at 6:00 
p.m. in the school Babysitting for siblings of first Eucharist 
children will be available during these sessions for the con-
venience of parents.   



Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Youth Ministry 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
            (Contact: Elizabeth Kerins) 

School News  

                                                    (Contact: Thomas Kane) 

                                          (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Wishing all of our Faith Formation families a 
Blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year!! 

HO! HO! HO! ~ Special thanks to all of our students 

and families who shared some Christmas cheer this 

month by volunteering their time and talents! Our elves 

could be found at:  South Ends Children’s Café, Carol-

ing at Good Samaritan Nursing Home, Making crafts at 

our Recycle Christmas Post, Wrapping at our Annual 

Christmas Boutique, working at our Annual Gaudelpia 

Celebration, & God Bless the Cooks who prepared a 

yummy ziti lunch for our seniors of Bethlehem!  Thank 

you for bring the Joy of Christ’s Birth to others!  

Merry Christmas from the St. Thomas the Apostle 
School Community ~ May you feel God's presence in 

the candles, that softly spread their glow at Christmas, 
and may you experience the wonder of His abiding love, 
as He guides you through each day of the coming year. 
May God's Blessings be with you at Christmas and in 
the New Year!   

Sun 12/24 4, 6, pm 
Christmas Eve Vigil 
Masses 

CH 

Sun  12/24 11 pm 
Christmas Night Mass 
( 10:30 pm Choir Songs) 

CH 

Mon 12/25 
9:30 ,11 
am 

Christmas Day Masses CH 

Tue 12/26  
Diocesan Holiday - Office 
Closed, No Mass 

 

Thu 12/28  10 am Bible Study LCR 

Mon 1/1  
Parish Office Closed, 
Mass will be celebrated 

CH 

Tue 1/2  
Diocesan Holiday - Office 
Closed, No Mass 

 

PLACE: CH – Church;  GH – Gathering Hall;  LC – Lady 
Chapel; MC – Media Center;  PO – Parish Offices,  PP - 
Peace Pole, Café-Cafeteria, LCR1 or LCR2-Large Conference 
Rooms Rec Dining room, CHP-Chapel SCH-School 

Calendar 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE  
December 16-17, 2017 

 

Offertory contribution information for November 18-19 

was not available at time of publication. It will be 

included in a future bulletin. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support of the parish! 
 

Stopping Envelopes While You Are Away ~ If you 

receive offertory envelopes and plan to be away during the 
coming months, please let us know and we can temporarily 
stop your envelopes. The February/March  envelopes will be 
ordered this week in December, so please let us know by 
Wednesday. Thanks. 

CHRISTMAS COUNTERS NEEDED ~ Team 4 is scheduled, 
but we need additional counters to help with the Christ-
mas offertory count on Wednesday, December 27 (The 
office is closed on Tuesday, December 26) , please sign 
up on the oval table near the church foyer. We will start at 
9 a.m. Even if you have to come in later – whatever hours 
you can give are really appreciated. And, there will be 
food!  
 
Annual Financial Report to Parishioners ~ Our 
annual report was recently mailed to the homes of all fam-
ilies registered in the parish. If you did not receive your 
copy, please call Pat in the parish office. Thank you for 
your continued support of the parish. 

(Contact: Pat Holm) 

Administration 

St. Thomas Active Older Adults ~  Thank you to eve-

ryone who helped with our Christmas luncheon and to all 
parishioners who baked cookies.  Thank you to the St. 
Thomas students and their teachers who provided us with 
such enjoyable entertainment singing Christmas carols.  We 
also  appreciate all the food items donated by our attendees 
which were donated to the St. Thomas food pantry. Watch 
the bulletin for more details on our next luncheon which will 
be on Friday, January 12.   

Community 

Creation Care Team 
      (Contact: Jeanne Schrempf: jdschrempf@verizon.net  

  or Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

We wish you all the blessings of Christmas and thank 
you for your advocacy for caring for our earth and for 
your generosity to our sisters and brothers in Africa 
that enabled our parish to build two water projects in 
Kenya, Africa. 

THE CREATION CARE TEAM 

mailto:jdschrempf@verizon.net
mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com


 November 11-12, 2017  December 23-24, 2017 
Thank you to the following, who made donations for our Christmas Altar Flowers: 

 

 

 

 

Donated by ........................................................................................................................................................... In Memory of   
The Conophys .......................................................................................................................................................... Peter Francis and Elizabeth Conophy 

Regal Family ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... Evan Regal 

Simard Family ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Lawrence Simard 

Jim and Mary Ellen Moshier ............................................................................................................................................................. Son, Timothy Moshier 

Doris and Michael Walker..........................................................................................................................Dorothy and Melvin Walker and Nancy Walker  

G. Russo and Family ..................................................................................................................................................... Russo and Decrescenzo Families 

Julian and Loucille Miana............................................................................................................................................................................... Manuel Miana 

Rose Newell ........................................................................................................................................................ Atanasio, Schepisi  and Newell Families 

Bella and Family .................................................................................................................................................................................... Walter J. McCarroll 

Kathleen Bragle .............................................................................. George W. Bragle, Rev. Eugene R. Hamilton, Rev. James Cribbs, John Powell SJ,  

 ........................................................................................................ Catherine and James P. Burns, Helen and George Bragle and Sr. Mary Elise Heick 

Adele Nucci .............................................................................................................................................................................. Francesca and  Edith Nucci 

The Family ................................................................................................................................................................................... John and James Deragon 

Nicholas and Vera Frangella ......................................................................................................................................The Frangella and Lindsay Families 

Therese Tangredi ................................................................................................................................. Nicholas Tangredi and Lewis and Mary Augustine 

Swiader Family.......................................................................................................................................................... The Libertucci and Swiader Families 

Julian and Lucille Miana ................................................................................................................................................................................. Manual Miana 

The Wildzunas Family ......................................................................................................................................................... Veronica and John Wildzunas 

Mom, Dad, Payson, Michelle, Brian and Christopher .......................................................................................................................... Joseph A. Emma III 

Kelly Shea, Adam McGuire and Kathy Shea ................................................................................................................................................ Kevin M. Shea 

Edmundson Family ............................................................................................................................................................................Departed Loved Ones 

Liz Santa Barbara ....................................................................................................................................................... Delphia and Michael Santa Barbara 

Pat Kottage .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Alexander Kottage 

Karen Jones ................................................................................................................................................................................ Marie and Harry Mathison  

Bernard and Hazel TeRiele. .................................................................................................................................................. Benway and TeRiele Families 

The Adlerman-Sitzer Family ..................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Davison Family ............................................................................................................................................................................... Roger and ann Davison 

Anne, Janine and Trooper Cantalupo ...................................................................................................................................... Our Deceased Loved Ones 

Tom and Barbara Collura. .................................................................................................................................................. Joseph and Antoinette Collura 

Tom and Barbara Collura .........................................................................................................................................................  William and Gladys Samel 

Susan Aluise  .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Glen Ann Aluise 

Blaise Aluise ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Glen Ann Aluise 

Jerry and Lois Smith ............................................................................................................................................................ Degearro and Smith Families 

Anonymous ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Fulvia Pizzitola ................................................................................................................................................................... Pizzitola and DePalma Families 

 .................................................................................................................................................................................. Michael, Mario and Patricia Gailacchi 

Mary and John Pludrzynski ............................................................................................................................................. Barbara and Raymond Mendrick 

Tom and Christine Rudolph ............................................................................................................................................................ Irene and Frank Micare 

The Ruggirellos.................................................................................................................................................................................................. Loved Ones 

Supple Family .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Theresa Supple 

Leo, Clark and Archie .................................................................................................................................................................................. Brian Cushman 

DeCancio Family ......................................................................................................................................................................................... .Celia DeCancio 

Marge Pomakoy ............................................................................................................................................................................................ Jerry Pomakoy 

Jason and Barbara Rose ................................................................................................................................................................... Emerson Jason Rose 

Mary and Joseph Tierney ......................................................................................................................................................... Marylou and Thomas Nulty 

Frank and Dorothy Hogan .....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Mary and Ted Witing ......................................................................................................................................................................................... Paul J Smith 

Patty and Bill McDermott............................................................................................................................... Jack Buckley, Bob Bisset and John Lemley 

The Zigrosser Family ................................................................................................................................................................... Daniel and Patrick Whyte 

John Keith ................................................................................................................................................................................. Robert and Elizabeth Keith 

Catherine Daley.................................................................................................................................................................................................. Frank Daley 

Arlene LaDuke ...................................................................................................................................................................... Her Husband, Nelson LaDuke 

Candace and Anita and Grandchildren ............................................................................................................................................ Anna Colonna Carroll 

Hospodar Family .................................................................................................................................................................................... Family and Friends 

James and Rita Mooney ............................................................................................................... William J. Mooney, Josephine and Nicholas DeMarco 

Jack and Nancy Haggerty ............................................................................................. Edward and Gertrude Haggerty, Giacomo and Concetta Ipolito 

The Engelbrides ........................................................................................................................................ Shirley A. Engelbride and Raymond F. Schoch 

The Fox family ................................................................................................................................................................................ Leonard and Kevin Fox 

Bethlehem’s 2nd annual First Night celebration  will 
provide a fun-filled, family-friendly event on Sunday, December 
31, kicked off with fireworks at the Four Corners at 6:30 
p.m.  Entertainment and activities follow at various nearby ven-
ues, all within walking distance of Four Corners, including here 
at St Thomas. The lovely voices of the Mendelssohn Club will 
be heard in the Sanctuary. More details in next week’s bulletin. 

First Night Buttons are $10 per AdulǘΣ 

$5 Ages 12-18, and children under 12 are FREE. Buttons can 
be purchased online at Eventbrite.com, and picked up at Beth-
lehem Town Hall. Button Sales will raise money to support the 
following local non-profits: Bethlehem Community Fund, 
Bethlehem Opportunities Unlimited (BOU), Bethlehem Sen-
ior Projects, and Friends of Bethlehem Parks & Recrea-
tion.  Learn more about the event at the Bethlehem First Night 
Facebook page. 



Mass Intentions 
For the Week of December 25 - December 29, 2017 

Scripture Readings: Week of December 24, 2017 

Sunday            2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Rom 16:25-27 /  

 Lk 1:26-28 

Christmas Vigil   Is 62:1-5 / Acts 13:16-17, 22=25 / Mt 1:1-25 

Christmas Night  Is 9:1-6 / Ti 2:11-14 / Lk 2:1-14 

Christmas Day    Is 52:7-10 / Heb 1:1-6 / Jn 1:1-18 

Tuesday         Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59 / Mt 10:17-22 

Wednesday    I Jn 1:1-4 / Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Thursday        I Jn 1:5-2:2 / Mt 2:13-18 

Friday             I Jn 2:3-11 /  Lk 2:22-35 

Saturday         I Jn 2:12-17 / Lk 2:36-40 

Sunday            Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Col 3:12-21 / Lk 2:22-40 

Mary, Holy Mother of God Nm 6: 22-27 / Gal 4:4-7/  

                        Lk 2: 16-21 

 

Mon.         9:30 am Christmas Day 

  For The People                                          
   

 11:00 am Christmas Day 

  For The People                                           

   

Tues.  Diocesan Holiday -  No Mass 
   

Wed. 7:30 am Charles and Katherine Moore 

Their Grandchildren 
   

  Logan Penzabene 

Whitman Family 
  

Fri. 12:15 pm Leonard Angerame, 26th Anniv.  

     His Daughter 

 

  The Greagan Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat. 5:00 pm  For  The People 

   

Sun. 8:00 am  Nelson LaDuke 

   His Wife, Arlene LaDuke  
 

 9:30 am     For  The People 

  

 11:00 am     Art Roberts 

   Maureen and  Family  

   

  Theresa Supple 

   Hospodar Family  

 

 

Next Weekend, December 30-31, 2017 


