TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 9, 2018

MASS READINGS
MONDAY: 1 COR 5:1-8, PS 5, LK 6:6-11
TUESDAY: 1 COR 6:1-11, PS 149, LK 6:12-19
WEDNESDAY: 1 COR 7:25-31, PS 45, LK 6:2026
THURSDAY: 1 COR 8:1B-7,11-13, PS 139, LK
6:27-38
FRIDAY: NM 21:4B-9, PS 68, PHIL 2:6-11, JN
3:13-17
SATURDAY: 1 COR 10:14-22, PS 116, JN 19:2527
NEXT SUNDAY: TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- RDGS: IS 50:59A, PS 116, JAS 2:14-18, MK 8:27-35

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY: JEANNE HANTHORN
TUESDAY: DEC. OF ANDERSON FAMILY
WEDNESDAY: FR. JOSEPH GRACE
THURSDAY: LAURA HARDEN
FRIDAY: POOR SOULS
VIGIL: KATHY LESTER

7:30: STACY BROWN
10:00: JEANNE HANTHORN
NOON: FOR THE PARISH

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
For the Holy Father, all priests, deacon & religious.
Marvin Anthrop. Marian Schwartz. (Peter Albrecht,
Isabel Corman, Paul Gorges & Ronnie Vaughn). (Tim,
Ed & June Drinan, Ed & Marilyn Ross, Sr. Zita Ross).
(Melvin Elliott, Bryon & Mathew families). (Jolette
Geller & Johnna Parker). (Michael, Dennis & Robert
Garrett). (M/M Ed Farrell families, Carl & Rosemary
Hook). (Ed & Jenny Pitstick, Judy & Kenny Shoults,
John & Ida Reeves, John & Helen Sondgerath, Pat Matson). (Jayne & Janice Anderson). Brose & Miller families. Paul & Elda Miller.

"Be opened!"

We hear a great deal of discussion about “openness”, about tolerance, inclusiveness and the like. Much of this talk is very
helpful in allowing us to expand our own vistas to take into
consideration the struggles and concerns of folks other than
ourselves. For some however, tolerance and its kin means to be
blind to actions and their consequences and to allow each and
every one to “do his own thing” regardless of how it affects
themselves and others. The truth is we are our brother’s keeper! That does not mean we have the right to so direct others as
to deprive them of the freedom to make their own decisions and
live their lives. It does mean however, that we have an obligation that, once we have dutifully incorporated the truth into our
own lives (the beam) we are then able to demonstrate that same
truth to other (the plank). Our openness then is openness to
Christ and all that that entails. Our faltering speech, our less
than enthusiastic commitments make us vulnerable to those
who, in the name of tolerance, seek to do away with principles
and standards and reduce everything and everyone to some
common level of mediocrity. We, on the other hand, are called
to strive toward something greater and that something is the
likeness of our Savior Jesus Christ. In our striving we certainly
do not forget the responsibilities we have to ourselves, family,
friends, those less fortunate, even our nation. Rather we see all
of these coalesce into one great response to God in truth. By
acknowledging our redeemed status we have already encountered a standard to which we are called and through which we
can affect others in a good and positive way. The relationship
between intolerance and judgmental and condemnatory behavior is more than apparent in today’s world. The opposite however, is not indifference but charity in that we are called to a
standard of dignified living and a love of one another in the
manner of Christ. The first manifestation of our acceptance of
this standard, this new way of live, is to pray for one another.
We are not talking about saying prayers for one another but
truly trying to place ourselves in their shoes and calling forth
from God an enlightenment which will help us direct our prayers for their ultimate good and thus treating others in that light.
All too often we say we will pray for others in a rather patronizing way to show that “we know better”. True prayer is transforming prayer, not just for the one being prayed for but for the
one praying. This translates to others not as “I’m helping you
in spite of yourself” but rather I am commending you to the one
who loves and knows us better than we love and know ourselves. With such a level of trust we know be assured that our
openness is complete since we have ALL turned to the one with
truly wishes us to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.
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The Healer
So stood of old the holy Christ
Amidst the suffering throng;
With whom His lightest touch sufficed
To make the weakest strong.
That healing gift He lends to them
Who use it in His name;
The power that filled His garment's hem
Is evermore the same.
For lo! in human hearts unseen
The Healer dwelleth still,
And they who make His temples clean
The best subserve His will.
The holiest task by Heaven decreed,
An errand all divine,
The burden of our common need
To render less is thine.
The paths of pain are thine. Go forth
With patience, trust, and hope;
The sufferings of a sin-sick earth
Shall give thee ample scope.

Beside the unveiled mysteries
Of life and death go stand,
With guarded lips and reverent eyes
And pure of heart and hand.
So shalt thou be with power endued
From Him who went about
The Syrian hillsides doing good,
And casting demons out.
That Good Physician liveth yet
Thy friend and guide to be;
The Healer by Gennesaret
Shall walk the rounds with thee.
John Greenleaf Whittier
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“THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE!” A Testimony of
Healing
Bart Schuchts •
Have you ever faced seemingly Impossible circumstances? If so, I hope this story offers you some encouragement on
your journey to continue to persevere and press into the love, power, and goodness of our God and Creator in the face of
adversity. I warn you upfront that some of us may find this story hard to believe. That is understandable. If you will,
please allow yourself the freedom to dare to believe that our God can do the impossible.
With God all things are possible
Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” Mark
10:27
During a recent conference, a deacon candidate in formation asked to receive Prayer for healing. It is not an unusual
experience for people to receive healing at a “Healing The Whole Person conference”(presented by John Paul II Healing
Center). In fact, many have received astounding transformational healing at various events held throughout the United
States.
There was something unique about this particular healing that could be of encouragement to all of us who face seemingly impossible circumstances in our life.
I have been given permission from this deacon candidate in formation to share his story. I want to say upfront that we
do not yet have medical proof and because of that – and in honor of the teachings of the Church – this is not officially
declared a Miracle. One thing is evident, God did something amazing in this man’s life as He dared to ask Jesus to heal
him.
This is Impossible
I will call this deacon candidate in formation, Jim for the flow of the story: Jim has very limited mobility in his back, yet
after receiving prayer he felt something shift within his lower back. Curious what had happened, he attempted to bend at
his waist to see if he had any increased mobility.
As he bent over and reached his hands beneath his knees, he looked over in absolute awe, then skeptically exclaimed:
“This is impossible.”
I understood his response, as I have similar thoughts every time I see Jesus heal someone. It is not humanly possible to
be healed instantly of a physical ailment. Only the Holy Spirit can do such a thing within a person’s life. Little did I know
just how impossible this truly was.
Jim shared that his lower back is fused together with metal plates, pins, and screws. He later shared pictures that he reveals to security at the airport. The metal in his back is intricately placed. His back is immobilized.
So, when Jim said “This is impossible” he meant it. It truly is impossible for his back to bend as it did.
God does the Impossible
Jim bent again, and this time he reached down and touched his toes for the first time in many years, then exclaimed in
utter amazement, “This is impossible.”
He stood up, and with newfound faith, declared in awe: “But with God all things are possible!”
Jim was profoundly touched by the Holy Spirit. God did the impossible before our very eyes.
The next day Jim reported that he had the best night’s sleep that he has had in many years. For good measure, he bent
down touched his toes and exclaimed yet again: “With God all things are possible.”
Our faith was greatly strengthened, and we all left deeply encouraged by the Lord’s love, mercy, and power.
Overcoming Barriers
I would love to end here and say it was finished that very day. But it wasn’t.
About four months later, our ministry was invited to minister to the incoming deacon candidates within Jim’s diocese.
We
learned
that
when
Jim
returned
home,
his
back
had
stiffened
again.
It would have been easy to become discouraged and question the validity of the healing, yet because of the many miracles that we have witnessed Jesus do over the years, we decided to press in a little further.
Allow me to add a personal caveat if you will. It is always a sensitive issue when dealing with people’s pain and desire for
healing. Every person is unique. There are as many factors within the person’s life and circumstances as there are individuals who seek to be healed. There is no set way of dealing with such a situation. It is crucial each and every time to
have God’s heart for the person and the situation.
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The power of Love
These words from the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian Church are a great reminder of what matters most:
“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.” 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
“God is Love” 1John 4:8. Love is always the answer. It is what we all long for and need – God, the One who is love.
Taking a Risk
On the last day of the event, God did the impossible, again. His love and presence were evident to us all.
We were teaching the deacon candidates in formation some basic steps to pray for physical healing. We asked if anyone
wanted to participate in the demonstration. Jim raised his hand.
Jim was now standing before his peers, and we were all believing for God to do the impossible, yet again.
There is risk involved. What if nothing happens? Bottomline: It is not up to us. Our part is to obey God and believe.
What the Holy Spirit does or does not do is not up to us. We dared to believe. It never gets easy. Trust and faith stretch
and challenge us all, yet God calls us to have faith.
The Power of Faith
“By faith, man completely submits his intellect and his will to God. With his whole being man gives his assent to God the
revealer. Sacred Scripture calls this human response to God, the author of revelation, ‘the obedience of faith.'”Catechism
143
As we prayed over his back in faith, Jim again felt something shift.
Again, he went to bend his back to see if it was healed. This time, however, he had very limited mobility. His back was
seemingly not healed.
Does Jesus really heal today?
Does this mean that Jesus does not want to heal his back? Should we have not done this? What happened the first time?
Was that a fluke? How was Jim able to bend his back with pins, plates, and screws in it?
It would have been very easy to come to the conclusion that Jesus does not want to heal Jim. We could have easily
stopped believing for his healing. But because we have seen Jesus heal people before, and we know of the price that Jesus paid on the cross through His death and resurrection, we decided to press in and not give into discouragement and
doubt. We decided to take Jesus at His word and press in all the more.
Do what Jesus did
“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because I am going to the Father.” John 14:12
Jesus tells us that we can do the things that He did. Does He mean it? What were the works that Jesus did? Many things,
but here are a few things He did that He says we can also do:
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness….” Matthew 9:35
Jesus said, if we believe, we can do the things that He did: Jesus proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom and healed
disease and sickness. Does Jesus mean it when He said we could too? Despite what our eyes had seen, we decided to
take Jesus at His word.
Dare to believe
We dared to press in to see what Jesus wanted to do within Jim’s back. As we prayed, we asked the Holy Spirit what was
hindering Jim’s healing. As we waited, Jim recalled an agreement he had made concerning his mother’s illness when he
was a child. He simply prayed, “In the name of Jesus I renounce the agreement…”
He felt something shift within his lower back.
In front of his peers, Jim bent over and touched his toes. He was visibly healed!
Our God is a God of the Impossible
We reminded all the deacon candidates present of the words that Jesus spoke: “For man this is impossible, but for God
all things are possible.”
It was a powerful and defining moment in Jim’s life as well as the lives of all us present. God is a God of the impossible.
The deacon candidates in formation have since been witnessing Jesus’ healing love and power through their lives as they
pray over those who are in need. They too had discovered that Jesus meant it when He said, “Very truly, I tell you, the
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do…” (JN14:12).
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There are many things I could discuss relating to this incident with Jim – like perseverance, hindrances, why
some people are healed and why some aren’t, faith, and
teachings of the Church related to signs, miracles, and
wonders. For the sake of brevity and to stick to the point
at hand, I will state this reality:
We serve a mighty and powerful God who does the impossible. What may seem impossible to us as mortal beings, is not impossible for God.
The Power of the Saints
Did you know that most of the great Saints whom we celebrate today operated in tremendous faith displayed by
supernatural signs, miracles, and wonders? Jesus intended this is to be a normal Catholic practice (see John
14:12). There is a book called “Raised from the Dead”,
written by Fr Albert Hebert, who testifies about 400
saints who raised people from the dead. Catholic Saints
raised people from the dead. Talk about impossible. St
Patrick, for example, whom we celebrate annually by
drinking green beer and watching parades, prayed for
people who had died. He witnessed the power of the Holy
Spirit raise them from the dead. Talk about intoxicating.
The great Saints dared to believe Jesus for the impossible.
It’s easy to be skeptical. We are all prone to it, and sometimes it is wise to do so. What if we were to believe God
for the impossible? What might our daily lives look like?
Suffice it to say that there is so much more to our faith
than we often realize.
Church teaching on Faith
Here is what the Catechism of the Catholic Church says
about supernatural faith:
“All the faithful share in understanding and handing on
revealed truth. They have received the anointing of the
Holy Spirit, who instructs them and guides them into all
truth.” CCC 91
“By this appreciation of the faith, aroused and sustained
by the Spirit of truth, the People of God, guided by the
sacred teaching authority (Magisterium),. . . receives. . .
The faith, once for all delivered to the saints. . . The People unfailingly adheres to this faith, penetrates it more
deeply with right judgment, and applies it more fully in
daily life.”CCC 93
Word of encouragement
I will end with this word of encouragement for us to ponder as we go about our day:
When faced with a seemingly impossible situation, dare
to take Jesus at His word and pray for the impossible in
faith. There is a chance that nothing will change, yet
there is a chance that God will hear your prayer and answer it in a way that would astound us all.
Our God is the God of the impossible.
Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”
Mark 10:27

Healing Begins in the Confessional
The very first place that healing begins is inside the confessional. Spiritual healing must take place before any kind of
physical relief is given. This is why the Sacrament of the Sick
is most often accompanied by Confession. Because it is our
souls that are the sickest. We must humble ourselves and receive the graces that Confession has to offer. Realize the Priest
is “in persona Christi” and hold nothing back. In this Sacrament, you receive the grace that Jesus offers when you choose
to ask for it. The Sacrament makes you try to do better and this helps spread His goodness forward. It also teaches
us how to forgive others and how to let go of those offenses
against us. I don’t know Confession will physically heal you
or not because that is up to God, but I do know it will heal your
soul, and once you have emptied all of you, you can be filled
up with God. And being filled with God, well, that is healing.
St Faustina said Jesus told her,
“My daughter, just as you prepare in My presence, so also you
make your confession before Me. The person of the priest is,
for Me, only a screen. Never analyze what sort of a priest it is
that I am making use of; open your soul in confession as you
would to Me, and I will fill it with My light.” Divine Mercy in
My Soul (1725)
Imagine that, being filled with the light of God. I don’t think
there is anything more healing. God will not reject you if you
sincerely humble yourself before him. He has been chasing
you for your whole life. Let Him in.
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Today’s readings offer beautiful illustrations of two
of the “Four Pillars of Parish Stewardship” — hospitality and service — and the joy that a life lived for
others can bring.

Best wishes to Sr. John Paul Marie
Vogel, daughter of Fritz & Jane
who celebrates her 20th Jubilee
Year

Our second reading, from the letter of St. James,
teaches that all are equally worthy of our hospitality.
We must welcome and serve everyone who walks
through our church’s doors, extending warmth and a
dignified greeting to all. The person who wanders in
late to Mass, who is not dressed to our personal standards, may be just the person who is most in need of
Christ’s love. Sometimes we can offer that love simply with a smile and offer to come and sit next to us in
“our” pew.
The Gospel reading from Mark demonstrates the connection between hospitality and service. In this passage we find Jesus on the go, and “people brought to
Him a deaf man who had a speech impediment and
begged Him to lay His hand on him.” These people
had already heard the Good News that Jesus was
preaching.
In response, they reached out to a man who literally
could not hear and brought him close to Jesus so that
he could receive the Good News, too. This is true
service and hospitality at its finest.
Jesus responds immediately with a miraculous healing. He blessed those whose service and hospitality
had made this encounter possible, confirming their
faith to such an extent that they could not stop themselves from proclaiming the wonder they had witnessed.
This week, let’s challenge ourselves to step out of our
comfort zone to reach out to someone who needs to
hear the Good News of Jesus. We may just find ourselves astonished at what miracles He accomplishes!

SUNDAY OFFERING:
$7523
“FIND OUT HOW MUCH GOD HAS GIVEN YOU, AND FROM IT TAKE WHAT
YOU NEED; THE REMAINDER IS NEEDED BY OTHERS”
ST. AUGUSTINE

