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“It is from its Catholic identity that the (Catholic) school derives its original characteristics and its 

‘structure’ as a genuine instrument of the Church, a place of real and specific pastoral ministry.  The 

Catholic school participates in the evangelizing mission of the Church and is the privileged environment 

in which Christian education is carried out.  In this way ‘Catholic schools are at once places of 

evangelization, of complete formation, of inculturation, of apprenticeship in a lively dialogue between 

young people of different religions and social backgrounds.’  The ecclesial nature of the Catholic school, 

therefore, is written in the very heart of its identity as a teaching institution.  It is a true and proper 

ecclesial entity by reason of its educational activity, ‘in which faith, culture and life are brought into 

harmony.’  Thus it must be strongly emphasized that this ecclesial dimension is not a mere adjunct, but is 

a proper and specific attribute, a distinctive characteristic which penetrates and informs every moment of 

its educational activity, a fundamental part of its very identity and the focus of its mission.  The fostering 

of this dimension should be the aim of all those who make up the educating community. 

Cultural identity of the Catholic school 

From the nature of the Catholic school also stems one of the most significant elements of its 

educational project: the synthesis between culture and faith. Indeed, knowledge set in the context 

of faith becomes wisdom and life vision. The endeavour to interweave reason and faith, which 

has become the heart of individual subjects, makes for unity, articulation and coordination, 

bringing forth within what is learnt in school a Christian vision of the world, of life, of culture 

and of history. In the Catholic school's educational project there is no separation between time 

for learning and time for formation, between acquiring notions and growing in wisdom. The 

various school subjects do not present only knowledge to be attained, but also values to be 

acquired and truths to be discovered.(15) All of which demands an atmosphere characterized by 

the search for truth, in which competent, convinced and coherent educators, teachers of learning 

and of life, may be a reflection, albeit imperfect but still vivid, of the one Teacher. In this 

perspective, in the Christian educational project all subjects collaborate, each with its own 

specific content, to the formation of mature personalities.” 
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