July 1 , 2018—Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1080 W. Roosevelt
Chicago, Illinois 60608
Does History Repeat Itself?
I read this and felt I had to share it with you.

“My brothers and sisters were bid off ﬁrst, and one by one, while my mother, paralyzed by grief, held me by the hand. Her turn came, and she was
bought by Isaac Riley. Then I was offered to the assembled purchasers. My
mother, half distracted with the thought of parting forever from all her
children, pushed through the crowd while the bidding for me was going on,
to the spot where Riley was standing. “She fell at his feet and clung to his
knees, entreating him in tones that a mother only could command to buy
her baby as well as herself. … I must have been then between 5 and 6 years
old. I seem to see and hear my poor weeping mother now.”
These words from Josiah Henson’s 1858 account of his life as a slave
reminds us that separating children from their parents has a long history in
our nation. Owners split apart spouses, parents and entire families in
commercial transactions that legally dealt with persons as if they were
property.
And again...After the 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre, government authorities legally forced Native American families to send their children to official
boarding schools. The objective, as Carlisle Indian Industrial School founded Capt. Richard H. Pratt put it, was to “kill the Indian in him and tame the
man”. In Indian schools around the country, Native American children were
forced to cut their hair and forbidden to speak their Native American language. To our shame, some children were forced to adopt Christianity as
they were “Americanized”. Both these examples make clear that just because something is legal does not make it right. (Abortion, anyone?) To
hear government officials, attempt to twist Sacred Scripture to justify the
tearing apart of families at our southern borders is particularly
reprehensible. The good news is that if they do have a Bible, they might
discover those passages of Scripture that speak of God’s love for the
stranger and the outcast, and that tell us to care for the alien in our midst
as if he were one of our own. They seem to have missed those passages. In
the midst of all this ugliness, with children crying out for their parents in
the background, one comment I heard from those in power was the warning that immigrants were going to “infest” our nation. Bugs infest. Roaches
infest. Rats and mice infest. Human beings do not infest. To characterize
human beings as insects or rodents is dehumanizing, and a complete
failure to honor the dignity of each human person, which is the foundation
of Catholic social teaching. In this day of the rise of neo-Nazis, it is not
inappropriate to remember that the Nazis used similar language in
speaking of the Jews. None of this is the stuff which makes a country great.
Today we are taking the Peter’s Pence Collection, which supports the
charitable works of Pope Francis. This collection is taken up by Catholics
around the globe and helps the Holy Father reach out to people suffering
in our world, especially those enduring the effects of war and violence,
natural disasters, and religious persecution.
Please be generous.
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Jose Mancilla
A Prayer for Immigrant
Children
Loving Father, in your inﬁnite
compassion, we seek your divine protection for refugee
children who are often alone
and afraid. Provide solace to
those who have been
witnesses to violence and destruction, who have lost
parents, family, friends, home,
and all they cherish due to war
or persecution. Comfort them
in their sorrow, and bring help
in their time of need.
Show mercy to
unaccompanied migrant
children, too, Lord. Reunite
them with their families and
loved ones. Guide those
children who are strangers in
a foreign land to a place of
peace and safety. Comfort
them in their sorrow, and
bring help in their time of
need.
Show us how we might reach
out to these precious and
vulnerable children. Open our
hearts to migrant and
refugee children in need, so
that we might see in them
your own migrant Son. Give us
courage to stand up in their
defense against those who
would do them harm.

For this we pray through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.
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www.holyfamilychicago.org
Thank you for your support.
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Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago,
on the Administration’s Family-Separation Policy

There is nothing remotely Christian, American, or morally
defensible about a policy that takes children away from their
parents and warehouses them in cages. This is being carried out in
our name and the shame is on us all.
I welcome Pope Francis’ recent comment, “I am on the side of the
bishops’ conference,” affirming his support of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ statement calling this practice “contrary to our
Catholic values” and “immoral.” This policy must be rescinded
immediately.
We are told that family separations are required by the law or
court decisions. That is not true. The administration could, if it so
desired, end these wanton acts of cruelty, today. It could right the
wrongs committed by these cruel policies. Every day it doesn’t
deepens the stain on America’s soul and reputation. We are told
this policy is supported by Scripture. That too is false. There is no
biblical justiﬁcation for building internment camps for children
torn away from their parents.
Scripture tells us that God requires no one to follow unjust laws. It
also admonishes us against bearing false witness. As St. Paul
wrote, the fulﬁlment of God’s law is love.
We have heard the wails of toddlers crying “Mama!” and “Papa!”—
children too young to understand what it means to be used as
bargaining chips in a political game whose stakes are their very
lives. Their cries pierce the conscience. They remind us that every
one of them, along with their parents, are made in God’s image,
and therefore have a dignity no amount of demonizing can
obscure.
This is the dignity we Catholics defend when we work to protect
the unborn. It is the dignity Jesus Christ called us to uphold by
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and, yes, welcoming the
stranger. It is the dignity that inheres regardless of one’s nation of
origin. It is not forfeited once one crosses another nation’s border,
whether to seek refuge from domestic or gang violence or persecution, or to work for a better life for one’s family. Pediatricians
and psychologists universally agree that the trauma endured by
these children will have lasting effects on their still-forming minds.
It is a form of torture and child abuse, a violation of human rights.
It is devoid of decency, bereft of common sense. Every so often,
history presents circumstances that test the soul of a nation. We
are living in one of those moments. Whatever this nation of immigrants does for the least of these brothers and sisters of ours will
deﬁne us for decades to come, in the world’s eyes, and in God’s.
HOSPITALITY AT HOLY FAMILY
We are looking for friendly and enthusiastic volunteers who are
willing to coordinate occasions of Hospitality following 9:45 Mass
on a rotating basis. Coordinating Hospitality will include providing
light refreshments in the back of Church, and creative leadership
in building and enhancing community through these short
gatherings. If you feel called to give of yourself in this way, there is
a sign up sheet available in the back of Church where you can
indicate your interest. Thank you for considering this invitation to
extend and promote God’s gift of Hospitality within this
community!

On Sunday, July 15, the 9:45 Mass
will mark the conclusion of our 160th
year celebration and the launch of our
161st year as a community of faith.
At this time last year we honored our
rich history by remembering the
priests, religious orders, and
families who laid the foundation of
Holy Family Church.
In this celebration we will look
toward the future and the continuing
unfolding of our story.
Throughout the past year, our doors
have opened wide to new friends
who have become part of Holy Family
parish. It will be our privilege to
acknowledge our newest members in
a special way at the 9:45 Mass.

Following the Mass, all are invited to
gather on May Street for a celebration
which will include coffee and treats
from the Misericordia Bakery Truck.

