
St. Matthew Parish 
19 Dora Lane, Limerick, Maine 04048-3527 

Tel. 207-793-2244  

website: www.stmatthewlimerick.org 

Diocese of Portland Diocesan website: www.portlanddiocese.org 

We welcome you to the Catholic Community of  

St. Matthew and the celebration of the Eucharist. 

ST. MATTHEW PARISH STAFF: 

 Very Rev. Philip A. Tracy, V. F. Pastor 

 E-mail address: philip.tracy@portlanddiocese.org 

 Rev. Jack Dickinson, Parochial Vicar 

 E-mail address: jack.dickinson@portlanddiocese.org 

 Deacon Paul Lissandrello, Pastoral Associate 

 E-mail address: paul.lissandrello@portlanddiocese.org 

 Heather Silva, Secretary/Bookkeeper 

 E-mail address: heather.silva@portlanddiocese.org 

 Deacon Paul Lissandrello, P.C.L. 

 Deacon Paul Lissandrello Altar Server Coord.  

 Gail Libby, Music Director, 207-423-5998 
 

FINANCE COMMISSION:  

 Henry McKeown 
 Kevin LaFreniere 
 Theressa Harrigan 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 

 Jon DiCentes, Grand Knight, 247-8875 
 

BIRTHPLACE HELPLINE:  

 Abortion Alternatives/Project Rachel,  
 1-800-227-3002 
 

WEEKEND MASSES: 

 Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 

 9:00 a.m. - Monday*,  
 8:00 a.m. - Tuesday*, Thursday*, Friday* 
 *Check weekly bulletin for possible time changes. 

BAPTISMS: 
 Parents who want to have their child(ren) baptized are 

asked to please call the parish office (793-2244). 
  

WEDDINGS: 
 Anyone planning to get married must call the parish  

office at least SIX MONTHS PRIOR to the proposed  
wedding date.  

 

CONFESSIONS: 
 Saturday at 3:00 p.m.,  
 AND ANYTIME BY APPOINTMENT. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: 
 Welcome to St. Matthew Parish.  Please fill out the Par-

ish Membership Form below and drop it in the collec-
tion basket or mail to the parish office. 

 

DOMESTIC ABUSE HOTLINE: 
 324-1802 or 1-800-239-7298 
 

PROTECTING GODôS CHILDREN: 
 www.portlanddiocese.org/protecting-gods-children 

We joyfully welcome back to the Church any of our brothers and 

sisters who may have been away. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

Name  ______________________________________________  

Address   ___________________________________________  

City  _______________________________________________  

Zip Code ___________________________________________  

Phone No.___________________________________________  

Email Address________________________________________ 

 Check 

 _____New Registration  _____Updating Info. 

 _____Change of Address  _____Moving out of Parish 



 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKEND 
 

Saturday   
  4:00 p.m . Anita McKeown by McKeown Family 
Sunday    
  8:00 a.m.  Intentions of the Parishioners 
 

10:30 a.m.  Robert & Mary Amend by the McGraw Family 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday    
  9:00 a.m.  Soul of Mother Angelica by Constance Cote 
 

Tuesday   
  8:00 a.m.  Helen Forsythe by the Knights of Council #8868 
 

Wednesday   

  8:00 a.m.  Miraculous Medal Novena & 

   Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  
 

Thursday   
  8:00 a.m.  Our Lady of the Rosary by Constance Cote 
 

Friday    
  8:00 a.m.  Helen Forsythe by Deacon Paul & Pat Lissandrello 
 

MASS INTENTIONS NEXT WEEKEND (September 1 & 2)  
 

Saturday   
  4:00 p.m . Scott Thurber by The Family 
Sunday    
  8:00 a.m.  Thomas & Kathleen Hennessey by The Family 
 

10:30 a.m.  The Lawrence Family 

   by Deacon Paul & Pat Lissandrello 

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH LIMERICK  

TODAY IS THE 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME.  THE 
READINGS BEGIN ON PAGE 55 OF THE MISSALETTE.  

Readings for the Week of August 26, 2018 
 

Sunday:   Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 

   20-21, 22-23 [9a]/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 

   6:60-69 
 

Monday:  2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5 [3]/Mt 

   23:13-22 
 

Tuesday:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/

   Mt 23:23-26 
 

Wednesday:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mk 6:17

   -29 
 

Thursday:  1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-51 
 

Friday:   1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-

   13 
 

Saturday:  1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21 [12]/Mt 

   25:14-30 
 

Next Sunday:  Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 1:17-18, 

21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Pastorõs Pondering 
 

The word ñfaithò is a part of many conversations these days. People 

want to know how to strengthen their faith, wonder how a loved one 

has lost their faith, how does one know when one possesses faith, 

and what is the difference between faith and religion? I would like to 

offer a few observations to the conversation. One of the great chal-

lenges is to see that faith does not begin with us. Many people be-

lieve that believing in God has to do with how much I know, how 

determined I am, how well I pray, etc. In actuality, any form of be-

lieving comes first with Godôs revelation to us. God enters our life, 

either through the structure of Catholicism, or in a more personal 

way, and we are invited to respond. Therefore, while faith involves a 

personal decision and commitment, it also involves cooperating with 

Godôs Spirit. When we have concerns about faith, instead of begin-

ning with the response, perhaps it will be more fruitful to examine 

how I am allowing and welcoming God in my life.  Do I make time? 

Do I believe that God is present, or explain things as science, karma 

or coincidence? Since God made us, we are ñwired for God. If we 

spend more time experiencing the God already present in our lives, 

the responses will come. Secondly, much of the Protestant belief 

centers around a single moment of acceptance of God. They tend to 

point to a specific place and time of conversion. While these mo-

ments are certainly possible, Catholic belief tends to see faith as a 

series of decisions that open us more and more to the divine reality. 

Therefore, Catholicism is better able to deal with times of confusion 

and doubt. They do not necessarily indicate a lack of faith, but per-

haps a willingness to grow in faith. We are engaged, asking ques-

tions, refining suppositions and conclusions, and looking to under-

stand for ourselves, not because someone has told us what to be-

lieve. This process can be messy, and sometimes take a person far 

afield. In the Gospel, Jesus once again reaffirms that true faith, true 

relationship and response to God comes in the Eucharist. When we 

are properly disposed to receive Holy Communion, we grow in un-

derstanding, in closeness to God, and in the ability to help others 

recognize and respond to God. This our bright light in the darkness 

of sin. There will always be ignorance of God, worldly distractions 

away from God, and disciples who commit grave and troublesome 

sins. Many left Jesus himself in todayôs Gospel.  These realities will 

often profoundly and negatively affect us, but they are not stronger 

than Godôs love and call to holiness. May the Eucharist be our life-

line to salvation! 

 

Fr Jack will be away September 3 to 12. Please note the daily mass 

times and places.  

  Monday, Sept. 3rd  9 AM 

  Tuesday Sept. 4th  8 AM 

  Wednesday, Sept. 5th 8 AM Miraculous Medal  

  Novena & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

  Thursday, Sept. 6th  8 AM 

  Friday, Sept. 7th  8 AM Miraculous Medal  

  Novena & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

 
The Opening Mass for St. Thomas School will be on Friday, Sep-

tember 7th at 9:15 at Holy Family Church. Please consider joining us 

to bless the new school year. 

 

I invite our college students who will be departing for school soon to 

leave their mailing addresses at one of the parish offices or email 

them directly to me. I am planning a program to occasionally send a 

care package to help you  stay connected with our parishes. Please 

note if you have any food allergies when you provide the address. 

Would you like to have the Sanctuary Lamp burn in 

the church for your loved one?  There is a list in the 

Narthex you can sign up for the weeks you want.  

Donations of $10 for 7 Days and $20 for 14 Days. 

Sanctuary Lamp burning: 
 

Aug 20th - Aug 26th - Intentions of Emily & Deb Francis 

Aug 27th - Sept 2 - Intentions of Barbara and Elton Copp 
Sept 3rd - Sept 9th - Intentions of Ron & Jan Legere 



THE 21ST SUNDAY IN  ORDINARY TIME  

The Knights of Columbus will conduct their annual Tootsie 
Roll Drive this weekend after all Masses the weekend of 
August 25th & 26th. Proceeds raised are used to help the 
developmentally challenged. Please support their efforts. 

 
St. Matthew Plant Sale 

Good time to plant BLUE BERRY BUSHES for next years harvest. 
**On Sale** 

Originally $20 or 2 for $38. 
Now Only $15 or 2 for $26. 

 

DAYLILIES on SALE originally $14 NOW $10 
 

**COMING SOON** 
For your fall decorating we will have Garden Mums, Pumpkins, Gourds and 

Perennial Ornamental Grasses in the coming weeks. 
***All Proceeds got to St. Matthew Church*** 

 
NEW SCHEDULES:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
Lectors, and Ushers may pick up their new Schedules in the narthex.  
Altar Servers schedules have been mailed. 

 
60/40 CLUB: In order to be eligible for the September drawing, payment 

is due THIS Sunday, August 26th.  IF YOU HAVE NOT YET 

JOINED, THERE IS STILL TIME !  Fill out the 60/40 slip, which may 

be found in the narthex, and return to the office or place it in the 

collection basket.  Clearly mark it 60/40.  Thank you! 

 
FUNSHINE FAIR MEETING:   There will be a meeting of the 

Funshine Fair Committee on Monday, September 10th at 6PM in the 

Meeting Room.  Please check your email for fair numbers. 

 
REGISTRATION FOR FAI TH FORMATION : Faith Formation 

Sessions for grades K ï 8 and High School Youth Ministry will begin on 

September 16, 2017.  Registration will take place after all the Masses the 

week-end of September 8 & 9.  Please note that every child preparing to 

receive Reconciliation, Confirmation, and First Eucharist must complete 

a two-year sacramental preparation process that includes the involvement 

of parents/guardians. This will provide children with the time needed to 

learn about and develop a relationship with Jesus, to learn their prayers, 

to understand and desire the sacraments, and to be involved in the church 

through participation at Sunday Mass. As parents/guardians, you play the 

most important role in passing on the faith to your children. We invite 

you and will help you to be actively involved in preparing your child for 

the sacraments and providing them with a foundation to live a life of 

faith. For more information please contact Deacon Paul at 793-2244.  

 
Exploring Music Ministry :  We will have a 4 week seminar on 

Exploring Music Ministry.  Four sessions will be held being Sunday 

Sept. 16 and ending October 7th.  The sessions will be about an hour 

beginning at 6 p.m.  We will explore: a) the US Bishopôs Church 

Document: Sing To the Lord: Music in Divine Worship  b) Basic Musical 

Notation  c) Voice and  d) wrap up discussion & fellowship. 
 

If you would like to sign up, there is a sheet on the organ.  If you are not 

sure but decide by Sept. 16, just join us.  Everyone is welcome!  Any 

questions please call Gail Libby at 207-423-5998 
 

Childrenôs/Youth Choir:  Our Fall/Winter Session will begin Sunday 

October 21 at 6p.m. and continue until December 23.  We will have 

signups after Religious Education begins in September.  John Schneider 

and Maria Marchant will be returning to direct.  We look forward to 

seeing everyone again and hope more children will join us and Make a 

Joyful Noise!  Any questions please call Gail Libby at 207-423-5998.  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Amount needed  weekly to operate parish   $    3,900.00 
WESHARE Online Giving 08/19/18     $       135.00 
Offertory 08/19/18       $    3,583.92 
AUGUST OFFERTORY AS OF 8/19/18    $    6,615.19 
 

WHAT SHALL I BRING TO THE LORD, THE GOD OF HEAVEN, WHEN I COME TO 
WORSHIP HIM? - Micah 6:6 
 

 

MODIFIED OFFICE HOURS:   The office will be closed on Tuesdays this 

week and will be closed at noon on Friday. 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROGRAM ñPROTECTING GODôS CHILDRENò 
 

In the interest of childrenôs safety, we ask that children not be allowed  
to leave Mass  to use the restrooms downstairs, unless they are accom-
panied by an adult . Because we are a public building, doors are required 
to be unlocked, allowing entrance to all.  

 

 

 
 

St. Matthew Church  
 

Saturday:     4:00 PM  
Sunday:     8:00 AM  

   10:30 AM  

Monday:     9:00 AM* 

Tue, Thur, Fri:    8:00 AM* 

         *Subject to priest availability. 

 

St. Therese Lesieux Parish  
 

Saturday:  4:00 PM 
Holy Family, Sanford 

Sunday:  7:30 AM 
Notre Dame, Springvale 

9:00 AM 
Holy Family, Sanford 
       11:00 AM 
Holy Family, Sanford 

MWF   7:30 AM During the Winter, 
Daily Mass is at Holy Family. The 
Rest of the Year, it alternates Be-
tween the two Worship Sites 

The Hannaford Supermarket located in 20 
Sokokis Trail, East Waterboro ME  has cho-
sen St. Matthewôs Food Pantry AGAIN  as a 

beneficiary of the Hannaford Helps Reusable 
Bag Program!  For this round, we are the re-
cipients at the Hannaford located at 20 
Sokokis Trail, East Waterboro ME  for the 
entire month of SEPTEMBER!  As a re-

minder, every time anyone purchases a Fight 
Hunger bag at this location, we receive $1! 
 

This is truly a great opportunity for us and an easy way for you to 
show your support for St. Matthewôs Food Pantry!  Please go to the 
store, find the reusable bag rack and buy a few bags! And remem-
ber to spread the word ï the more bags purchased, the bigger do-
nation to St. Matthewôs Food Pantry!  For more information about 
the Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag Program, visit hanna-
ford.bags4mycause.com 

 
WINGS  

òAt Prayer with Maryó 
W.I.N.G.S. Women in Godõs Spirit, is a faith enrichment group for 

women of all ages who want to grow in their relationship with God. 

Meetings consist of prayer, song, scripture, faith sharing, and of 

course, hospitality!  

We will meet for seven consecutive Tuesday nights,  

October 2nd ð November 13th  

from 7 - 9 pm in the church hall  

Our faith sharing will be informed by Renew Internationalõs, 

òAt Prayer with Maryó. 

Registration will be held Saturday and Sunday September 15 th  & 

16th  in the Narthex after all the masses.  Books are $6.95 and can be 

ordered on the Renew International website OR you can join the book 

order during registration.  Have questions or want more information?  

Please contact Debbie Wentworth by phone at 978 -618-1636 or by 

email at wentworth80@verizon.net  

mailto:wentworth80@verizon.net


AUGUST 26, 2018 

VOCATION VIEW ñChoose this day whom you will serve.:  Consider as well how 
you are being called to serve the Lord!  If you are discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood or consecrated life, contact Father Seamus Griesbach at 207-773-6471; 
or email :  seamus.griesbach@port landdiocese.org; Websi te: 
www.portlanddiocese/vocations; Facebook:  VocationsME. 

Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?" Simon Peter an-
swered him, "Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God." 

- Jn 6:67-69  

 

 

Please include the following priests serving in our diocese in your daily 
prayers this week: 

 

Aug 26 Rev. James Roy MM/V. Rev. Louis Phillips 
Aug 27 Rev. Robert Lariviere/Rev. Thanh Nguyen 
Aug 28 Rev. Paul Coughlin/Rev. Augustine Nellery 
Aug 29 Rev. Mark Nolette/Rev. Michael Seavey 
Aug 30 Rev. Bruce Siket/Rev. Steven Cartwright 
Aug 31 Rev. James Albert/Rev. Albert Colpitts 
Sept 01 Rev. Joel Cyr/Rev. Raymond Auger 
 

May Your priests Be happy, may they be esteemed a thousand times, privi-
leged to drink of the Fountain of the Savior each day! 

     Ven. Mother Catherine Aurelia, Foundress 

 


