THE 23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Annunciation Catholic Church

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Who can comprehend the Lord’s ways or
conceive what the Lord intends? True
wisdom leads us to acknowledge our
limitations (a matter of “calculation”) and
our idols of materialism as we seek to
follow the Lord without reservation. True
discipleship calls us to forgive those who
have wronged us. May we gain the
wisdom of heart to discern more fully our
call to take up the cross of Jesus.

ANNUNCIATION CATHOLIC
SCHOOL NEWS
This weekend is Father Bru’s White
Bean/Jambalaya Dinner.
Meals are
available from 11AM until 1 PM. You are
welcome to eat at the Pavilion or use the
convenient drive-thru in the alley behind
the Church. Cost is $10 and includes a roll
and a dessert. Thank you for supporting our
school.
Derik Thompson designed a coffee mug in
honor of the school’s 80th Anniversary. The
Mug includes a picture of the original
school in addition to the Church and our
80th logo. There is a limited supply and cost
is $10. Stop by the school to purchase a
mug before they are gone.

A Second Coat of Forgiveness
All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.
Acts 10:43
There is a line in a hymn they used to sing
in the hill country that celebrates the way
divine forgiving closes the books on all
charges against it.
The old account was settled long ago, long
ago,
Long ago, long ago,
Praise God, the old account was settle long
ago.
Good for God. He can forgive and be done
with it. That is reassuring to know. But
ordinary people are not always able to settle
accounts once for all the way he does. True
enough some people manage to finish off
forgiving in one swoop of the heart. But
when they do you can bet they are forgiving
flesh wounds. Deeper cuts take more time
and can use a second coat.

Pray: Pray that God will help you today
to move toward forgiveness for some of
the deeper cuts you’ve experienced.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE
That those who have been
blinded to the humanity of the
unborn may open their eyes to
the truth,
We pray to the Lord

To Serve Him
Anyone of you who does not
renounce all his possessions
cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:33
When I go to a store. I challenge
myself to be thrifty. I buy what’s on
sale. I don’t buy fruit when it’s out
of season. I check the clearance aisle.
I turn up the sleeve of the blouse and
zero in on the price tag.
When Jesus tells us we must hate our
families, even our own lives, or we
cannot be his disciple, I believe he
states a fact rather than a challenge.
This is the cost of Christian life—
everything I love will pale in
comparison to the love of God. Our
love for him—if we let it—will
consume our lives. It will surpass all
other loves because communion with
him is life in total.
I lose my taste for the old things.
Sometimes I will feel dreadfully
alone among people who don’t share
in this divine love. I can expect
everything I possess to become
disoriented. It no longer exists to
serve me, but rather I and all I
possess, exist to serve him.
Elizabeth Duffy

The art of acceptance is the art
of making someone who has
done you a small favor wish
that he might have done you a
greater one.
--Russell Lynes

Page 1
September 8, 2019

Pray for those on Our
Parish Prayer List
Danny Augustine, Patty Bailey, Mary
Barber, Rhody Bertoniere, Dale Boler,
Thelma Bonnette, Tim Blansett, Linda
Brennan, Jean Byrd, James Brignac, Mary
D. Brignac, Margie Brown, Teresa Busby,
Peggy Chance, Louise Clocksin, Kelly
Chighizola, Andy Daley, Merle Daley, Stella
Dicharry, Linda Haaga, James Hayman, III,
Rita Herring, Gary Holloway, Sylvia
Hughes, Aline Hymel, David Jarrett, Perry
Keen, Walter Landrum, Denise Langston,
Scott Lee, Kathleen Lemoine, John
LeRoux, Julie Lott, Anne Martin, Patricia
Mitchell, Marie Mizell, Sarah Mizell,
Mickey Murphy, Taylor Naquin, Marty
Paige, Rhonda Penton, Val Perry, Bruce
Phares, Tammie Pierce, Pat Pounds, Larry
Quinn, Ethel Quirk, Emanuel Rachel,
Kathleen Rachel, Tommie Jean Rayburn,
Wayne
Rhoden,
Juanita
Rutledge,
McKenna Scroggs, Summer Seals, Sheryl
Shelby, June Stewart, Phillip Talley, Andy
Stewart, Elizabeth Stewart, Dudley Talley,
Toye Taylor, Diana Thibodeaux, Gloria
Tulllier, Antionette Warner, Camille
White, Shirley Wheat, Sharon Williams

Mass Schedule
Monday
8:00 AM
3:00 PM

(September 9, 2019)
Comm. Serv. - Chapel
Rosary

Tuesday
8:00 AM

(September 10, 2019)
Mass - Church

Wednesday
8:00 AM

(September 11, 2019)
Mass- Chapel

Thursday
8:00 AM

(September 12, 2019)
Mass - Chapel

Friday
8:00 AM

(September 13, 2019)
Mass - Chapel

Saturday
3:00 PM
4:00 PM

(September 14, 2019)
Confessions
Mass - Church

Sunday
8:30 AM
10:30 AM
4:30 PM

(September 15, 2019)
Mass - Church
Mass - Church
Confessions (en Español)

5:00 PM

Mass (en Español)
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Saturday, September 7th
4:00 PM
Mickey Paduda, EJ and Dody Champagne, John
Underwood, Nathan and Carol Bush, Leo White, Paulette H.
Jacobs, Ellen Knight, Lucille Brouillette, Herbert Bush,
Welfare of Julie Lott, InThanksgiving for St. Maximillian
Kolher FD8-14, Betty McClendon’s Birthday
Sunday, September 8th
8:30 AM
Earl Hughes, Betty Scroggs, Margaret and Bobby Bush,
Sheanie C. Mitchell, Irma Lee Callender, Bobby Schneider,
Edward Glenn Strickland, Ellen Knight, Sylvia Spillman,
Welfare of Mary Melancon 90th Birthday, Welfare of Joe and
Shirley Saltaformaggio, Welfare of Mary Brignac 90th Birthday
Welfare of Millie Underwood Birthday, Welfare of Cris
Simpson and family
Annunciation Catholic Church Parishioners

10:30 AM

Tuesday, September 10th
Welfare of the Simpson Family

8:00 AM

Wednesday, September 11th
Ellen Knight

8:00AM

Thursday, September
Royce Arthur

12th

Friday, September 13th
Ellen Knight

8:00AM
8:00AM

Saturday, September14th
4:00PM
Mickey Paduda, EJ and Dody Champagne, John
Underwood, Paulette Jacobs, Herbert Bus, Welfare of Julie
Lott, Gloria Tuller, Lucille Brouillette, Welfare of Millie
Underwood 90th birthday, Earl and Josie Schexnayder
Sunday, September 15th
8:30AM
Earl Hughes, Betty Scroggs, Bobby Schneider, Irma Lee
Callender, Ellen Knight, Sylvia Spillman, Paulette Jacobs,
Welfare of Mary Brignac 90th Birthday, Welfare of Debbie
Jenkins, Welfare of Newell Bush, Welfare of Mary Brignac
90th Birthday, Welfare of Steve and Shay LeBlanc.
10:30 AM
Annunciation Catholic Church Parishioners

Sanctuary Lamp
Our Sanctuary Lamp burns
In memory of:

Claude Bush

Last Week’s Collection
August 31, 2019 — Sept. 1,
2019
Loose-Checks & Cash $1,899.00
Envelopes
$2,696.00
Total:
$4,595.00
Budgeted funds needed to
operate:
$6,299.00
Amount under weekly budget:
$1,704.00
Thank You for Your Generosity!
Next Collection 9-15-19
The Catholic Communication
Campaign

To What Are We Paying Attention?
Of all the faculties of human nature, one of the most
powerful is that of attention. What we choose to attend
to a great degree shapes our experience of the world
for good or ill.
Our intellectual faculties are limited, and we simply
cannot pay attention to all the visual or auditory stimuli
we experience every day. And so our minds are
constantly filtering out the noise and looking for what
we desire to see.
For example, if you are at a store looking for a specific
product, in a very real sense you will not see the
thousands of other products that are not what you are
looking for. Your eyes may register them at some level,
but because you are looking for a specific pattern, like
a product label, your mind will filter out everything that
is not that pattern. You see, and yet you do not see
because you are not paying attention.
Likewise, if we choose to attend to what is good and
true and beautiful in life, to look for it intentionally, that
is what we will see. But if we choose to see and attend
to all that is flawed and broken and evil in the world,
we will inevitably find it.
You get what you expect; you see what you look for.
This is what our Lord meant when he talked about the
eye being the lamp of the body: “The eye is the lamp
of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body
will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound, your
whole body will be full of darkness.” There is an
intentionality to our gaze. Our Lord was telling us that
what we
choose to attend to will either fill us with light or
darkness.
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St. Paul likewise acknowledges the power of attention
to shape us when he admonishes us to attend to what
is good: “Brothers, whatever things are true, whatever
things are honorable, whatever things are just,
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report; if there is any
virtue, and if there is any praise, think about these
things” (Phil. 4:8).
Despite the power of attention to fill us with light or
darkness, we rarely pay attention to what we are
paying attention to. Our minds are ceaselessly flitting
from one thing to the next, and at times, it can feel like
we have little to no control over them. Media, too,
captures our attention and inundates us with
thousands of impressions, all of which subtly shape us
in ways we hardly realize.
While it may at times feel like the problem of
fragmented attention is a uniquely modern problem, it
is not. Even the Desert Fathers who lived alone in
caves complained of their wandering minds.
Caught in this web of distractions that fragments our
attention, we feel a longing for peace. At times, our
desire for union with God or prayer may even well up
within us, but how can we possibly seek him when we
can hardly hold our focus for more than a few
seconds?
Just as we can intentionally set our gaze to look for
something specific in a store, we can choose to look
for God’s presence. We can awaken to his reality here
and now, in this very moment. This takes effort,
distracted as we are, but it is an effort that will bear
eternal fruit.
So pay attention to what you are paying attention to. If
you desire God’s presence, begin to realize that is
already there and begin to attend to this presence. And
he will begin to reveal himself to you in ways large and
small; you will begin to see him everywhere.
If at times, caught in the morass of distractions that is
the modern world, you feel a stirring, a longing for God,
realize that you do not have to go far to find him. He is
here and now in your midst. We only have to have
eyes to see, and if our eyes are sound, we will be filled
with light.

- Fr. Bru

