...Contemporary Pelagianism Continued.

New pelagians
Still, some Christians insist on taking another path, that of justification by their own efforts, the worship

of the human will and their own abilities. The result is a self-centred and elitist complacency, bereft of
true love. This finds expression in a variety of apparently unconnected ways of thinking and acting: an
obsession with the law, an absorption with social and political advantages, a punctilious concern for the
Church’s liturgy, doctrine and prestige, a vanity about the ability to manage practical matters, and an
excessive concern with programs of self-help and personal fulfilment. Some Christians spend their time
and energy on these things, rather than letting themselves be led by the Spirit in the way of love, rather
than being passionate about communicating the beauty and the joy of the Gospel and seeking out the
lost among the immense crowds that thirst for Christ.

58. Not infrequently, contrary to the promptings of the Spirit, the life of the Church can become a
museum piece or the possession of a select few. This can occur when some groups of Christians give
excessive importance to certain rules, customs or ways of acting. The Gospel then tends to be reduced
and constricted, deprived of its simplicity, allure and savor. This may well be a subtle form of
pelagianism, for it appears to subject the life of grace to certain human structures. It can affect groups,
movements and communities, and it explains why so often they begin with an intense life in the Spirit,
only to end up fossilized... or corrupt.

59. Once we believe that everything depends on human effort as channeled by ecclesial rules and
structures, we unconsciously complicate the Gospel and become enslaved to a blueprint that leaves few
openings for the working of grace. Saint Thomas Aquinas reminded us that the precepts added to the
Gospel by the Church should be imposed with moderation “lest the conduct of the faithful become
burdensome”, for then our religion would become a form of servitude.

The summation of the Law

To avoid this, we do well to keep reminding ourselves that there is a hierarchy of virtues that bids us
seek what is essential. The primacy belongs to the theological virtues, which have God as their object
and motive. At the centre is charity. Saint Paul says that what truly counts is “faith working through
love” (Gal 5:6). We are called to make every effort to preserve charity: “The one who loves another has
fulfilled the law... for love is the fulfilment of the law” (Rom 13:8.10). “For the whole law is summed
up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself”” (Gal 5:14).

In other words, amid the thicket of precepts and prescriptions, Jesus clears a way to seeing two faces,
that of the Father and that of our brother. He does not give us two more formulas or two more
commands. He gives us two faces, or better yet, one alone: the face of God reflected in so many other
faces. For in every one of our brothers and sisters, especially the least, the most vulnerable, the
defenseless and those in need, God’s very image is found. Indeed, with the scraps of this frail humanity,
the Lord will shape his final work of art. For “what endures, what has value in life, what riches do not
disappear? Surely these two: the Lord and our neighbour. These two riches do not disappear!”

May the Lord set the Church free from these new forms of gnosticism and pelagianism that weigh her
down and block her progress along the path to holiness! These aberrations take various shapes,
according to the temperament and character of each person. So I encourage everyone to reflect and
discern before God whether they may be present in their lives.
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Masses for
the Week

Wednesday, August 8, at OLHC
9:00 am—Liturgy

Friday, August 10, at St. Christopher,
9:00 am—Liturgy

Fr. Tom will be away for the week of August 5-10. The office of St. Christopher’s will be
closed August 6-19, as Connie will be on holiday.
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Please remember if you are unable to attend Mass for medical reasons

contact the parish office to have a member of our pastoral care team visit
communion.
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Is your garden producing more than you can use? The Food Bank is happy to
£ gccept fresh produce! Contact Monica at 519-786-5692 or mairi@xcelco.on.ca,
to arrange delivery time.
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