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  Just as our Blessed Mother Mary and the Evangelist, called John, came 

    together at the foot of the cross to serve Christ crucified, so also do 

      the parish families bearing their names come together to serve God 

        by serving each other and all who make up the body of The Risen Lord. 

Home to St. Mary and St. John the Evangelist Parish Families 

Parish Offices located at 115 Middlesex Street, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts, 01863 

(978) 251-8571�•�(978) 256-2374�•�fax (978) 293-0303 † www.chelmsfordcatholic.org 
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“How can you say to your brother,  

   ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter  

      in your eye’ when you do not even notice 

             the wooden beam in your own eye?” 

                            

                                        -Luke 6:42 

 Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 

March 3, 2019: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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 at St. Mary’s 

at St. Mary’s at St. Mary’s 

at St. Mary’s • 
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Faith Formation Events • See Faith Formation Page 6 

Faith Formation Program Launch to Parents • 12:00 noon • SJ Church 

Godspell Rehearsal • 2:00 pm • St. John Hall 

Group Baptism • 2:00 pm • Church  

6 pm Music Ministry Team Rehearsal • 5:00 - 5:45 pm • Church 

Collaborative PPC Meeting • 7:00 - 8:30 pm • PC Conf Room 1 

 

�	�������������
��

�

Bible Study: Prophets • 10:00 am - 12 noon • PC Conf Room 1 

The Three Pillars (see page 5) • 7:00 - 8:30 pm • Church 
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Bible Study: The Early Church • 7:00 - 8:30 pm • Hall 
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Music Ministry Extra Rehearsal • 6:30 - 7:30 pm • Music Room 

Boy Scout Troop 77 Meeting • 7:00 pm • Parish Hall 
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Rosary Makers • 10:30 am - 12:00 pm • PC Conf Room 2 

Rosary • 12:00 - 1:00 pm • PC Chapel 

Adoration • 3:00 - 9:00 pm • PC Chapel 

RCIA • 7:00 - 8:30 pm • PC Conf Room 2 
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Adoration • 7:00 am - 9:00 pm • PC Chapel 

Knitting & Crocheting • 3:00 - 5:00 pm • PC MR 2 

Soup & Stations • Soup at 6 pm in Hall; Stations at 7 pm in Church 

Godspell Rehearsal • 8:00 - 10:00 pm • St. John Hall 
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Adoration • 9:30 am - 3:00 pm • PC Chapel 

Reconciliation • 11:00 am - 12:00 noon • Church 

Music Rehearsals • 1:00 - 4:00 pm • Church and Music Room 

Godspell Performance • 1:30 pm • St. John Hall 

Anointing of the Sick • following 4:00 pm Mass 

Godspell Performance • 7:00 pm • St. John Hall 
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Faith Formation Events • See Faith Formation Page 6 

Grace Notes Rehearsal • 8:10 - 8:45 am • Church 

Godspell Performance • 2:00 pm • St. John Hall 

6 pm Music Ministry Team Rehearsal • 5:00 - 5:45 pm • Church 

Stop and Smell the Roses (see page 5), following 6 pm Mass • Church  

High School Youth Group • 7:00 - 9:00 pm • Hall 

� !! ATTENTION !!!! ATTENTION !!!! ATTENTION !!!! ATTENTION !!    
    St. Mary 4 St. Mary 4 St. Mary 4 St. Mary 4 pmpmpmpm    MASS GOERSMASS GOERSMASS GOERSMASS GOERS    
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Please be aware that the duration of the 4:00 pm 

Mass next Saturday, March 9th will be slightly  

extended due to our welcoming of a new child into the 

family through the Sacrament of Baptism.  

 

 We do hope you will decide to celebrate  

this joyous occasion with us.  

� Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.�        -Responsorial Psalm 92  

�

With  

all the  

challenges  

and evil 

that  

seems  

to be  

surrounding us at  every corner, we would be wise 

to turn to the defender of the Church and chief  

opponent of Satan, St. Michael, for his intercession. 

Beginning on the weekend of March 9th/10th, the 

First Sunday of Lent, we will begin praying the 

Prayer of St. Michael at the end of Mass. To assist 

you, prayer cards will be available in the pews. 

�

 Godspell, a show composed of  

various musical parables from the Gospel  

according to St. Matthew, will be performed by 

3CT, a new theatre company formed through the 

Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative.  

 

NEXT WEEKEND! 

  

St. John’s Parish Hall  

 

Saturday, March 9th 

1:30 pm and 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 10th 

2:00 pm 
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 Please note that the videotaping or other 

video or audio recording of this production  

is strictly prohibited.   

 

SPRING  

FORWARD   

Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 am Sunday, March 10th.  

Make sure to turn your clocks back 1 hour before bed on Saturday!  
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•  at St. John’s 

at St. John’s at St. John’s 

at St. John’s • 
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Faith Formation Events • See Faith Formation Page 7 

Coffee and Donuts, following 8:30 am Mass • Hall 

African Liturgy Committee Mtg • 11:30 am • OPC 

Faith Formation Program Launch to Parents • 12:00 noon • Church 

Godspell Rehearsal • 2:00 pm • Hall 

VBF Planning Meeting • 6:00 - 8:00 pm • OPC 

Collaborative PPC Meeting • 7:00 - 8:30 pm • SM PC Conf Room 1 
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SVdP Meeting • 7:00 -8:30 pm • OPC 

Families w/Addiction Support Group • 7:00 pm • Mary Gill 
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Open Music Ministry Rehearsal • 6:30 pm • Church 
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God, Pizza and Beer • 7:00 pm • OPC 
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Charismatic Prayer Group • 10:00 am • OPC 

BINGO • 6:45 pm (doors open at 3:00 pm) • Hall 

Charismatic Prayer Group • 7:00 pm • OPC 
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Soup & Stations • Soup at 6 pm in Hall; Stations at 7 pm in Church 

Baptism Preparation • 7:00 pm • Mariotti 

Godspell Rehearsal • 8:00 - 10:00 pm • Hall 
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NO 9:00 am Mass: Mass at St. Mary’s this week 

Godspell Performance • 1:30 pm • Hall 

Reconciliation • 3:00 -  3:45 pm • Church 

Godspell Performance • 7:00 pm • Hall 
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Faith Formation Events • See Faith Formation Page 7 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 8:30 am Mass 

Coffee and Donuts, following 8:30 am Mass • Hall 

African Liturgy Committee Mtg • 11:30 am • OPC 

Group Baptism • 12:00 pm • Church 

Godspell Performance • 2:00 pm • Hall 

High School Youth Group • 7:00 - 9:00 pm • Hall 
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WWW.CHELMSFORDCATHOLIC.ORG 

Our New Website is Officially Launched! 

 

With the launch of any new website, there will 

be some wrinkles that will need to be ironed out. 

As you peruse through this new landscape, 

please email any edits you may find, or  

comments you would like to share to  

christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org. We thank you 

for your patience as we move forward to  

serving you in the best ways possible! God Bless!  

 

Saint Patrick�s Day Dinner  

   and Shamrock Raffle 

           

    Saturday, March 16th  at St. John’s 

Appetizers at 5:00 pm/ Dinner at 5:30 pm 

Tickets are $18 per person 

 

Join us for the traditional 

Corned Beef and Cabbage, 

Irish soda bread, hot/cold 

beverages and dessert…   

and live entertainment!   

BYO beer and wine! 

 

Tickets will be on sale after all Masses at both 

churches this weekend and next weekend,  

March 9th/10th.  

 

Tickets can also be purchased at the parish  

office during normal business hours or on line  

by visiting www.chelmsfordcatholic.org and 

clicking on the Online Giving button,  

then the WeShare icon. 
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Vacation Bible Fun 2019 

 ROAR: Life is Wild      God is Good 

�
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���Registration opens 
 in mid-March�
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A. This question came up during the presentation to 

the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. 

Many ministers were talking about how people 

come up to receive communion and how, at times, 

it is difficult for them to know what to do. And they 

wondered if I could remind people of the proper 

way to receive communion.   

 

The question is not about proper disposition. Obviously, if we are  

receiving communion, we should be in a state of grace, i.e., we 

should not have any known mortal sins that have not been confessed. 

We must believe that what we are receiving is really, truly, and  

substantially the Body and Blood of Christ. We must believe that it is 

no longer bread and wine, but truly Jesus’ Body and Blood. We also 

must have fasted for at least one hour before receiving.   

 

We must have the attitude that what we are receiving is a gift. We 

do not deserve, or merit, the Eucharist. Christ is giving Himself to us in 

order to strengthen us in living out our faith. We must remember that 

the power of the Eucharist is tied directly to Jesus’ death,  

resurrection, and ascension. As we receive his Body and Blood, we 

are called to participate directly in the life of Christ because his 

very life comes to flow through our body. It is about strengthening us 

to live out our baptismal promises. The whole point and purpose of 

the Eucharist is that we will become what we receive. Therefore, how 

we approach the Eucharist is very important. We should approach 

the Eucharist, not as a group of individuals, but rather, as one body 

in Christ—called by Christ to be his body. Our procession to the  

altar is a sign that together we are one in Christ, gathered by his 

grace and power, and called by Him to receive from his altar, his 

very self. 

 

As we approach to receive the Eucharist, we make a simple bow of 

the head as a sign of reverence. This is true for receiving both the 

Body and the Blood. If you choose not to receive the Blood, you 

should still reverence the chalice as you pass by: it is the Eucharist 

and therefore Christ Himself. Again, it is a simple bow of the head  

acknowledging Christ’s presence.  

 

There are two options for receiving the Body of Christ. A person 

may choose to receive on the tongue or in the hand. If you choose to  

receive on the tongue, please make sure you actually open your 

mouth and stick out your tongue. Some people make it difficult to 

get the host into their mouth. If you receive in the hand, please place 

one hand on top of the other as though you are making a throne for 

Christ. And please do not try to take the Eucharist or snatch it with 

your fingers. We should always create a posture of reception/

receiving and not one of taking. After receiving the Eucharist in our 

hands we should immediately place it in our mouth. 

 

After receiving the Eucharist, we should return to our seat and either 

continue singing or pray. We must never leave Mass early. When we 

receive the Eucharist and then leave, we are saying that receiving 

the Eucharist is an individual moment with Christ. It is not, nor should 

it ever be. The end of Mass is an essential part of our obligation to 

be at Mass and we should stay until we have been sent forth by the 

Lord. 

                                                                        welcome to  welcome to  welcome to  welcome to     more�

 

Discover the Link between 

Chocolate and Human Trafficking 

 

Thank you to those who attended the Chocolate 

Fondue protest party to learn about the hidden 

link between chocolate and human 

trafficking! While feasting on  

delicious, ethically sourced  

chocolate fondue prepared by 

the Freedom Café, we learned 

the sobering reality on the role of 

forced labor in cocoa production 

and in the production of other 

goods we consume. Over 40% of 

the cocoa involved in making chocolate can be 

traced back to the Ivory Coast in West Africa, a 

region notorious for child labor of boys as young 

as ten years old. In fact, an estimated 1.8 million 

children are working under forced labor in  

common chocolate-producing regions of Africa. 

Sugar, another main ingredient in chocolate, is 

also notoriously associated with forced labor. The 

U.S. imports most of its sugarcane from Mexico,  

Brazil, and Guatemala, all known to use forced 

labor and child labor. As of 2018, 148 goods 

from 76 countries are produced with either child 

or forced labor. 

 

Now that we know, how can we take action? The 

Freedom Café presented several concrete steps 

we can take to be more conscious consumers: 

 

��Visit www.slaveryfootprint.org to analyze your 

slavery footprint and learn how products you 

buy are touched by modern-day slavery. 

 

��Download the Department of Labor's Sweat 

and Toil app (www.dol.gov/general/apps/

ilab), and discover which products and  

countries of origin are most implicated in  

unethical labor practices. 

 

��Start to change buying habits by gradually 

making changes one product at a time. For  

example, make an effort to buy ethically 

sourced chocolate as a first step. Look for 

chocolate that is Fair Trade Certified, UTZ 

Certified, or Rainforest Alliance Certified. 

 

Ultimately, we’ve learned to pay prices for goods 

that are artificially low due to unethical labor 

practices and human trafficking. By making a  

conscious effort to purchase ethically sourced 

goods, we can help work toward change. We 

have power as consumers, individually and  

collectively, to foster strong resilient communities 

around the globe, eradicate poverty, and foster a 

slavery-free world. EVERYONE, regardless of 

their age, vocation, or economic standing can 

make a difference as a conscious consumer!  

Please stay tuned for future articles on the role of 

human trafficking in other goods and additional 

steps we can take. 
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            of                           of                           of                           of                           in our Collaborative!in our Collaborative!in our Collaborative!in our Collaborative!  

what’s happening�

 

MONDAY, MARCH 4TH 

7:00 - 8:30 PM 

ST. MARY CHURCH 

 

To help us prepare our hearts to more fully embrace the  

Resurrected Christ at Easter, we have been given three gifts, 

or pillars, of which we are also called to more fully embrace 

during the Lenten Season. Fr. Brian will guide us to not only a 

better understanding, but an active engagement of these 

three pillars. 

Ash Wednesday Mass ScheduleAsh Wednesday Mass ScheduleAsh Wednesday Mass ScheduleAsh Wednesday Mass Schedule    
 ~ March 6, 2019 ~ 

�

7:00 am, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm at St. Mary 

9:00 am and 5:00 pm at St. John 

 

Liturgy of the Word, with Distribution of Ashes 

12:00 noon at St. John 

 

  In addition to our regular Saturday  

     schedule, please consider the  

 following opportunities to receive      

       God’s unfathomable mercy… 

 

Monday Evenings: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

March 11, 25; April 8 at St. John 

 

 Monday Evenings: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

March 18; April 1, 15 at St. Mary 

 

Wednesday Evenings: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

March 13, 20, 207; April 3 ,10, 17 at both parishes 

�

Every Friday evening of Lent  
at BOTH Parishes 

 

Soup at 6:00 pm in Hall 

Stations at 7:00 pm in Church. 

 Wake up and Smell the RosesWake up and Smell the RosesWake up and Smell the RosesWake up and Smell the Roses    
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The Return of Fr. Fred! Following his celebration 

of the 6 pm Mass, Fr. Fred will focus on the  

importance of going to confession, as well as 

the many stigmas and misconceived notions 

about the Sacrament. Fr. Fred will also speak 

about uncomfortable experiences with the Sacrament, which 

often leave the faithful extremely apprehensive. Join us!  

Sunday, March 10, following 6 pm Mass: St. Mary 

 

 

 

It was on the Road to Emmaus that Jesus explained to His 

disciples that all that happened to him was written in the 

Old Testament scriptures. Join us as we turn to the Old  

Testament for a better understanding of the New Testament. 

Presented by Fr. Brian. 

 

 

 

We who believe, by faith in Jesus, are able to see our  

salvation in the events of his suffering and death that 

played out 2,000 years ago in Jerusalem. Deacon Matthew 

Walter will lead us in a meditation on the depths of love 

that are contained in the mysterious details of Christ’s  

passion and death. This can be a beautiful way to prepare 

and participate in the Liturgy of Holy Week and Easter. 

 

 

 

presented by Michael Lavigne 

Assistant Cabinet Secretary for Evangelization & Discipleship 

 

Monday, March 25 - Wednesday, March 27 

7:00 - 8:30 pm at St. John Church 

 

Michael will lead us on a journey of inspiration and  

reflection as we consider our relationship with self,  

community and God in light of our Baptismal call.   

Our 2019 Collaborative Retreat 

 FORMED.ORGFORMED.ORGFORMED.ORGFORMED.ORG    
 

Again this year, FORMED is 

here to assist us on our Lenten 

journey. Visit our website… 

www.chelmsfordcatholic.org 
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You will find the link to the PICK OF THE WEEK on the left. 

If you do not currently have a FORMED account, this page 

will assist you with that process as well. 
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        St. Mary Faith Formation ProgramSt. Mary Faith Formation ProgramSt. Mary Faith Formation ProgramSt. Mary Faith Formation Program�

Heather Hannaway 

Director of Faith Formation 

hhannaway@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

Elaine Kindler 

Faith Formation Office Manager 

ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

Courtney Callanan 

Coordinator of Grades 7-10 

ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

�
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New Faith Formation Program Presentation for Parents of K-6 Students 

�

If you have not yet attended any of the previous sessions to learn about the NEW! Family Faith Formation program that will 

be launched in the Fall of 2019 at BOTH PARISHES, please note that we are offering our last scheduled session... 

 

THIS Sunday, March 3rd... 12:00 – 1:00 pm… St. John Parish Hall 

�

Grade 5 Family Gathering Session 

 

      Soup and Stations of the Cross 

     THIS FRIDAY, March 8, 2019 

6:00 pm Lenten Meal of soup, bread & salad 

7:00 pm Stations of the Cross in the Church 
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This session is for  all  grade 5 students, parents, & siblings. 

The object of the Stations is to help the faithful make, in spirit, a  

pilgrimage to the chief scenes of Jesus’ sufferings and death on 

his last day on earth as a man. The Stations of the Cross have 

become one of the most popular of Catholic devotions. They are 

carried out by walking from station to station, with prayer at 

each followed by a short meditation on the various incidents  

depicted in the stations. They serve as a reminder of the humble 

manner in which Jesus was willing to suffer for His love of us and 

to open the gates of heaven to us. 

Grade K • 9:15 - 10:45 am • Parish Center 

Grade 1 • 9:15 - 10:45 am • Parish Hall 

Grade 7 • 2:15 - 3:45 pm • Parish Hall 

Confirmation II • 4:00 - 5:45 pm • Parish Hall 

Grade 3 • 9:15 - 10:45 am • Parish Center 

Grade 5 • 11:00 am - 12:30 pm • Parish Center 

�

class schedule                                             

Grade 7 • 2:15 - 3:45 pm • Parish Hall 

Confirmation I • 4:00 - 5:45 pm • Parish Hall 

Grade 4 • 9:15 - 10:45 am • Parish Center 

Grade 6 • 11:00 am - 12:30 pm • Parish Center 

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 3RD 

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH 

� �������������������We joyfully welcome the following  

                             children into our Collaborative Family. 

May the Lord continue to bless these children and their 

parents, and fill their homes with the light of faith.�

BAPTIZED AT ST. MARY�S 
 

Peyton Lee Callahan 

Julian Henry Mulkerrin 

Killian Reign Woisin 
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In today’s First Reading (SIRACH 27: 4-7), Sirach tells us  

much is revealed about  

a person’s heart by  

one’s speech. 
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