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MONDAY � April 1, (Lenten Weekday)�

12:10 PM� �� + Vincent Fodera� � � � � � � � req. by Sansone Family�

TUESDAY � April 2, (Lenten Weekday)�

5:30 PM� � + Frank Perez� � � � � � � � � � req. by Perez Family� � � � �

WEDNESDAY� April 3, (Lenten Weekday)�

12:10 PM� + Joann C. Vivacqua��

� � � � � � + Bryan Diggins� � � � � � � � � req. by Joe Perras�

THURSDAY� April 4, (Lenten Weekday)�

12:10 PM� + Marlene Brown�� � � � � � � � req. by Noreen & Bob � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � McClements�

� � � � � � + Jean Pierson�� � � � � � � � � req. by Joe Pierson�

FRIDAY � April 5, (Lenten Weekday)��

9:30 AM� � + Virginia Carotenuto�� � � � � � req. by Daughter�

SATURDAY�April 6, (Fifth Sunday of Lent)�

4:00 PM� �+ Deceased & Living members of the McDonald Family�

� �+ James McHale�� � � � � � � � req. by Children�

SUNDAY � April 7, (Fifth Sunday of Lent)�

8:30 AM� � + Pro Populo�

� � � � � � + Rick Leahey� � � � � � � � � � req. by Kathy & Lou Catman�

10:30 AM� + David McKenzie� � � � � � � � req. by Anne & Children�

� � � � � � + Sarah Barratt�� � � � � � � � � req. by Ann & Jim McCauley�

12:00 PM�  + Spec. Int. of Mary McNamara�� req. by Bob & Maureen�

�  + Thomas & Vivacqua Families�� req. by Dolores & Carla � � � �

� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � Vivacqua   �

ENRICH YOUR FAITH�

F����� S�	
�� � L�	� � M���� 31, 2019  �

Eucharistic Adoration & Evening Prayer�

“The Holy Hour is not a devotion; it is a sharing in the work of the 

redemption.”  ~Archbishop Fulton Sheen�

�

You’re invited to spend a little extra time with Jesus by joining us 

for Eucharistic Adoration & evening prayer from 5�6 pm on 

Monday, April 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29. �

                             Novena to Miraculous Medal, �

� � � � � � � � �          Tuesdays at 5:30 pm, �

� � � � � � � � � �        followed by Mass.�

St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

Palms From �

Previous Years�

If you have palms from 

previous years that you 

wish to have burned 

please place them in 

the basket in front of 

the Blessed Mother. 

We will be 

burning 

them prior 

to Palm 

Sunday.  

Fast & Abstinence �

Ash Wednesday & Good Friday are days of fast 

& abstinence. As a sign of our penance, we 

preserve for the Diocese of Albany the custom of 

abstinence from meat on the Fridays of Lent. 

Abstinence binds all Catholics who are 14 years 

of age & older. Fast binds all Catholics who are 

18 years of age but not yet 59. Fasting refers to 

the quantity of food eaten. Traditionally, fasting 

calls for only one full meal per day. By retaining 

these traditions for our Diocese we do not intend 

that they be interpreted as laws binding under 

pain of sin, but as customs from which we will not 

hold ourselves lightly excused. They are 

expressions of our desire to be converted in our 

hearts, to be reconciled with each other, & to 

love our neighbor.�

Theme: Pray for Vision.�

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, �

We are halfway through our Lenten journey and 

many have realized that the crosses we carry can be heavy 

at times. However, with faith in Jesus Christ, we seek his 

guidance and grace to pick up our crosses and continue on 

the journey.  It may seem difficult at times to keep our 

promises to God and each other, but once we look for the 

good in one another we see the love of God.  �

When Jesus offers us his living water, listening for 

the truth and being willing to accept it can be challenging as well.  

Sometimes the truth is difficult to understand because we have been blinded 

by our own precepts. Sometimes the truth is difficult to hear because we 

have been darkened by distractions within our secular world. It is the 

darkness of sin � the failure to live as God’s good and holy people. It is the 

temptations which cause us to fail to act in a manner consistent with Christ’s 

life and love. Experiencing darkness can be overcome when one is willing to 

open their heart to the kindness of Jesus; to deliver ourselves from selfish or 

hurtful actions, which not only affect us but the people around us.    �

As we focus on our theme for this 4

th

 Week in Lent, together we 

pray for vision.  Sometimes we are blinded by the smallest of things and 

situations, that when the glorious powers and grace of God are in front of 

us…we are blind and don’t see.  God works wonders each and every day of 

our lives, we just need to recognize these wonders.  Open your eyes to see 

the gifts that God provides for you, rather than closing them because of 

difficulties we face. �

Sometimes we become too familiar with everyday things and lose 

sight of God’s graces. When we lose sight of God’s beautiful gifts we often 

miss out on his blessings. We surround ourselves with beautiful statues and 

religious images to gaze upon, with the hope that we will be showered by 

God’s grace.  When a purple veil is draped over a statue our focus turns on 

the penitential aspect of this liturgical season. The purple veil reminds us in a 

visual way that our faith in all its glory is made possible only through the work 

of Christ in his suffering and death on the cross. When we remove the veil 

from these holy and sacred images that we are so accustomed to seeing, we 

are starkly confronted and reminded in a poignant way of all that Christ has 

won for us.  �

Without being able to gaze upon the crucifixes and statues during 

the height of Lent, all our attention is centered on the Passion and death of 

Christ. The only images not covered are the Stations of the Cross which 

reveal the true sacrifice Jesus made for us.  We pray for vision, when we can 

once again see the glory of Jesus after his resurrection.   �

� � In Christ, Father Vivacqua�

First Friday Mass � Apr. 5 at 9:30 a.m.,�

Followed by Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Closing with Benediction at 3:00 pm. Please see the sign�up sheet for �

adoration posted by St. Joseph’s altar. �

Please consider signing up; we must have each spot covered to �

continue offering First Friday Adoration. �

First Saturday Devotion:  �

lease join us Sat, Apr. 6, at 3:00 pm. �

We will be meditating on the Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary.  “The 

holy Rosary is a powerful weapon. Use it with confidence and you’ll be 

amazed at the results.” �St. Josemaria Escriva�

Our Lady of Peace Prayer Group�

will meet on Tues., 4/9, at St. Mary’s Church, �

6:00 pm � 7:30 pm. All are welcome!�



St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

“Though your beginning was small, your future will 

flourish indeed.” Job 8:7�

��

Have you discerned offering your child a Catholic 

Education? Pray about it!�

 For more information contact:�

 Principal Mrs. Lynn Fitzgerald at �

518�885�7300 or visit www.smsbspa.org�

�

Call or stop by for more information�

*Tuition assistance and Guardian Angel Scholarships 

are available �

for those who qualify.�

Educating Preschool�Grade 5�

       Call Lynn Fitzgerald at 518�885�7300�

SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL, BALLSTON SPA�

�

St. Mary’s has purchased a gift for you this Lent! Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED!  

Entertaining movies, enlightening study series, inspiring talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks—all in one place!  

To set up your free account, go to stmarysballstonspa.formed.org and follow the instructions listed below.  

  

Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession, explores the grace and healing offered in 

Confession and shows how this sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of God’s 

love. By looking at God’s revelation of his mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step 

examination of the Rite, FORGIVEN communicates God’s invitation to each one of us to 

come experience God’s indescribable love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Go to stmarysballstonspa.formed.org and click on the photo of Forgiven. 

��

��

Readings for the  week of �

March 31:�

�

Sunday: � Jos 5:9a, 10�12/Ps 34:2�3, 4�5, 6�7 [9a]/�

� 2 Cor 5:17�� 21/Jn 9:1�41�

Monday: � Is 65:17�21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5�6, 11�12a and 13b [2a]/

� Jn 4:43�54�

Tuesday: � Ez 47:1�9, 12/Ps 46:2�3, 5�6, 8�9 [8]/Jn 5:1�16�

Wednesday: � Is 49:8�15/Ps 145:8�9, 13cd�14, 17�18 [8a]/Jn 5:17�30�

Thursday: � Ex 32:7�14/Ps 106:19�20, 21�22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31�47�

Friday: � Wis 2:1a, 12�22/Ps 34:17�18, 19�20, 21 and 23 [19a]/

� Jn 7:1�2, 10, 25�30�

Saturday: � Jer 11:18�20/Ps 7:2�3, 9bc�10, 11�12 [2a]/Jn 7:40�53�

Next Sunday: Is 43:16�21/Ps 126:1�2, 2�3, 4�5, 6 [3]/Phil 3:8�14/�

� Jn 11:1�45�

“Music Connect Us” � March is Music In Our Schools Month�

See what some of our St. Mary’s School students say about how music connects us to others & to their 

faith:�

�� “I love music at St. Mary’s because I love our teacher and the music that we learn. I like music 

because I can make new songs and listen to any music I want. Music connects me to others because 

I like the same songs that my family likes.” �� Giana, Grade 3�

�� “Music connects me to my faith because it has helped me learn more about God and who He is.� I 

have learned so much about God.” � Steele, Grade 5�

�� “Music connects me to my faith because the songs in church talk about God and Jesus and when I 

listen to them I listen to the word of God.� Music also helps me to understand the word of God 

because when I sing it I can understand it easily. What I like about music at St. Mary’s School is that 

we sing about God and all that He did for us.� I also like that we have a choir because I love singing 

in the choir!” � Ava, Grade 5�

�� “Music connects me to others because I feel wonderful and full of peace when we all work together to 

make such a beautiful sound! Music connects me to our faith because I sing and make music for 

God. I have to remember that God gave me my voice � He wants me to use it to worship him. When I 

sing, I feel connected to others, my faith, and God!” � Maddison, Grade 4�

�� “Music connects me to my faith because in music we sing about God and I can learn about God 

through music.� We also get to pray to God through song. I love music class because we get to play 

recorders, sing for the Christmas concert, and more!� We also get to sing at church”. � Katie, Grade 5�

Enjoy the Convenience of Online Giving 

 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be.  Matthew 6: 21 

 

Between demanding schedules, traveling, and just trying to get out the 

door on time for Mass, it can be challenging to remember our offertory 

envelopes. For many families, the parish is one of the last places where 

you still have to use a checkbook or cash. �

If you have not taken advantage of the convenience and                  

simplicity of online giving, you can do so from any device by visiting: 

stmarysballstonspa.org/online�donations  �

�

If you need assistance please contact Ann McCauley at the office at �

518�885�7411. Thank you!�



ALTAR SERVERS�

�

SAT., Apr. 6�

4:00 PM�

Sean Rudolph,�

Lauren Rudolph�

�

SUN., Apr. 7�

8:30 AM�

Matthew Stewart,�

Anthony LaRosa�

�

10:30 AM�

Michael Vogel,�

Rebecca Schnefel�

�

12 NOON�

Anna Fitzpatrick,�

Eli Sutton�

�

�

�

�

SAT., Apr. 6�

4:00 PM, Lector: Marilyn Hogan�

E.M.: Herb Peters,�

Frank Haskell, Marilyn Campbell                        �

�

SUN., Apr. 7�

8:30 AM, L: Laurie Glogowski�

E.M.: Mary Anne Starnes,�

Joyce Richards, Bruce Richards�

�

10:30 AM, L: Maureen Pelletier�

E.M.: Patti Nichols,�

Caesar Taormina, Joan Gallagher�

�

12:00 PM, L: Rick Aguilar�

E.M.: Ed Foy,�

Karen Van Alstine, Bob Van Alstine�

�

 Choir: 10:30 AM Sundays�

Contemporary Music Group:  12 Noon�

We thank you for your sacrificial offering of $11,631 

for Sunday, Mar. 24. To cover our weekly expenses, �

we need $11,500.�

��

��

��

��

��

��

St. Mary’s Parish website: stmarysballstonspa.org�

Family Movie Night—Soul Surfer 

 

  

Friday, April 5th at 6:30 PM  

in the St. Mary’s School Auditorium 

 

A natural talent in the sport of surfing, 

teenager Bethany Hamilton loses an arm in a 

shark attack. Bolstered by the love of her 

parents  and refusing to give up, she plans 

to return to competition, although 

questions about her future continue to 

trouble her. Upon seeing the devastation in Thailand caused 

by the 2004 tsunami, Bethany discovers a greater purpose: to 

make a difference in the lives of others.  

 

Snacks will be served at Intermission.  

For info,  please contact Ann McCauley at 518-885-7411. 

Faith and Fellowship, Saint Mary's Women's Book Club �

will have their next meeting at Saint Mary's School on Wednesday, 

April 17th at 6:30. All women interested in attending should read, You 

Carried Me, A Daughter’s Memoir by Melissa Ohden. “Melissa Ohden 

is fourteen�when she learns she is the survivor of a botched abortion. In 

this intimate memoir she details for the first time her search for her 

biological parents, and her own journey from anger and shame to faith 

and empowerment.” Join us in a lively discussion, snacks are provided. 

If you have any questions please call either Mary Ann at�858�7589�or 

Nancy at �857�3927. We would love to have more members.�

S�. M���’� M�����	,�

G�����, NY�

��

��

��

��

��

��

We thank 

you for your 

sacrificial 

offering of 

$1,432 on 

Sunday, March 24th. To cover our 

weekly expenses we need $1,000.�

��

PLEASE 

JOIN US 

AFTER 

OUR 9:30 

AM MASS 

IN THE 

SOCIAL HALL for COFFEE, 

DONUTS,  & FELLOWSHIP.  

��

  

  

March 31, Fourth Sunday in Lent at 9:30 AM  

+ Tom Curtin            req. by Munnelly Family 

+ Michael George Rosenzweig    req. by Palmer Family 

  

April 7, Fifth Sunday in Lent at 9:30 AM  

+ Nicholas Sawicki         req. by Sawicki Family 

+ Matthew Hanna          req. by Mom & Dad 

Faith Formation 

  

Virtues to Grow in Lent from Mark Pike�

��

1.�Wisdom. The habit of making good judgments; discerning 

what is true and good and choosing the best course of action. � We 

need courage to change what we can, the patience to endure what 

we cannot change, and the wisdom to know the difference.�

2.�Love. The habit of acting selflessly for  the good of another , 

without seeking recognition or reward; willingness to sacrifice for 

another; being kind, caring, generous, and loyal. There is no greater 

love than to lay down one’s life for another.�

3.�Fortitude. The habit of doing what is r ight in the face of 

difficulty; the mental and emotional strength to handle hardship, 

overcome obstacles, and endure suffering; showing confidence, 

courage,� patience,� perseverance, endurance, or resilience in 

challenging circumstances. They would need fortitude to endure the 

difficult journey ahead.�

4.�Courage. The habit of overcoming fear  when confronting 

physical danger or facing social pressure to do what’s wrong.  Moral 

courage � standing up for what’s right when it’s unpopular to do so 

� is rarer than bravery in battle. 

5.�Self�Control. The habit of controlling one’s desires, emotions, 

and impulses; being able to resist temptation; waiting longer for 

something better.� In the absence of self�control, our desires control 

us. 

Parish Improvements  

The second collection on Sunday, April 7th is for Parish    

Improvements. Please be as generous as possible in helping us 

to make the necessary improvements this spring at St. Mary’s 

Church in Galway. Thank You! 

Health Ministry 

Get a Good Pair of Sneakers 

Is your energy lagging? Though it may be the last thing you feel like 

doing when you're tired, exercise -- even a brisk walk -- can be more 

effective than a nap or cup of coffee at fighting fatigue.  

BLOOD PRESSURE READINGS - TODAY AFTER 9:30 AM MASS. 

We pray for our recently deceased �

parishioners and friends:�

Jeannette Pelletier, Thomas Powers, �

Frederick Brickner, Susan Potter, �

and Robert Clancy�

��

May they and all our departed loved ones, friends, relatives, and 

parishioners enjoy forever the brightness of the eternal light.�

Happy Birthday to a Dear Priest 

Fr. Owen Shanley 

Your holy service to the Lord 

touches so many hearts  

and inspires so many lives. 

 

God bless you with  

peace and joy as you 

celebrate your birthday 

and another year 

of faithful service in Christ. 

Grace and Peace be multiplied unto 

you. 2 Peter 1: 2 


