SUBJECT AREAS
Catechetics/Religious Education
The Catholic Church recognizes parents/guardians as the primary educators of their
children. The role of the parish school is to supplement and complement the role of the
parent. In the school, a formal catechetical program is taught daily. The Diocesan
Catechetical Curriculum Guidelines, “Growing in God’s Covenant” contain a balance of
doctrinal content, scriptural understanding, faith formation, prayer and worship
experiences.
Goals and objectives are constant and consistent to enhance the spiritual formation and
moral development of all students. A genuine, personal relationship with God and the
response of worship and service are ultimate goals of the religious instruction. Liturgical
and personal prayer are outcomes of the guidance and religious instruction provided.
Opportunities for both communal and personal prayer are a daily priority. Careful
planning and programming ensure a broad and deep understanding of authentic Church
Doctrine. A variety of materials and resources are used to foster both spiritual growth
and moral development.
Parents are encouraged to communicate in words and actions the Church’s teaching
concerning human sexuality. When adults respond to their sexuality in a love-giving
manner they enable their children to integrate the Church’s teaching concerning human
sexuality into their own lives. The Catholic Vision of Love is the Diocesan mandated
Sexuality Program.
Language Arts
The language arts curriculum presents numerous opportunities for the integration of
faith, culture and life by developing an awareness of the Gospel values. The philosophy
inherent in the language arts curriculum is one of continuous growth, which recognizes
and nurtures the God-given potential and learning style of the individual.
Language, as communication, enables one to become more perceptive through
listening, observing and feeling. Language, as a skill, provides one with the important
tools to speak fluently, to read and comprehend, to compose, to write legibly and to
spell correctly. An awareness of the history of language and the continuous
development of vocabulary also are important phases of skill development. An
appreciation of literature enriches the student through the experience of skillful authors
who vicariously open new worlds to the student.

Mathematics
It is our mission to enable all students to learn the skills, acquire the knowledge, and
develop the attitudes in mathematics necessary for them to become morally and socially
responsible citizens. The challenge is not only to meet and to exceed grade level
expectations but to excite students to explore topics on their own, to develop proof for
answers and to learn from one another.
Social Studies
In the Catholic School, Social Studies provides many opportunities for teachers to help
students understand, appreciate, and learn how to live Christian social values.
The scope of the social studies curriculum includes elements of anthropology,
economics, geography, history, political science, and sociology, with emphasis on
global awareness and values. An integrated interdisciplinary approach helps students
develop a sense of relationship among the various social studies disciplines. A clear
understanding of current events helps students to integrate the past with the present
and prepares them for the future.
The Social Studies curriculum begins in kindergarten with an introduction to community
helpers. It progresses in the primary grades to the study of family and friends, and later
encompasses a more in-depth study of the community. Beginning in fourth grade, the
curriculum focuses on the study of the United States land regions and Pennsylvania
history. At the fifth grade level, both United States history through the Civil War and a
study of the United States geographical regions are studied. Sixth grade students study
World Cultures and World Geography with an emphasis on the countries of the Eastern
Hemisphere. Seventh grade studies United States history to the Reconstruction and
eighth grade studies United States history beginning with the Reconstruction to the
modern day. Map and geography skills are taught at all levels.
Science
The primary goals of the teaching of science in the Catholic schools in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh are to develop a respect for the sacredness of all life, the pursuit of peace
and order in the world, and an awareness of the responsibility to be co-creators of lifegiving designs and protectors of the environment.
The science curriculum focuses on an inquiry-based process and fosters collaborative
learning. Science education strengthens life skills, such as creative problem solving,
critical thinking, team cooperation, use of technology, and the value of life-long learning.

World Languages
Because the Church is universal and embraces all people, regardless of race,
nationality and financial status, the Catholic school encourages the study of world
languages and other cultures. World language students learn the sounds and syntax of
the language and work toward proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing. A
variety of materials and methods are used for instruction. St. John the Baptist School
offers Spanish in grades K-8.
Physical Education & Health
Physical education is a vital component of the curriculum, which assists students in
identifying their physical strengths and weaknesses and encourages them to build on
their strengths to achieve personal goals. Students learn to follow rules and to respect
the rights of others through games and physical activity. Learning to channel energies
constructively helps students perform successfully in life.
The Health for Success curriculum presents information at each level of development to
help students make wise, moral decisions with respect for the God given Gift of life. The
health curriculum places holistic emphasis on wellness, fitness, behaviors, and skills for
healthy, active living. Education and health for children are inextricably intertwined.
Students then have the benefit of sustained learning for reducing health-risk behaviors
and enhancing health--promoting behaviors.
Fine Arts
In the Fine Arts program, students have the opportunity to deepen their awareness of
God's gift of creation and to respond creatively to the beauty and goodness of the world
through music, art and drama. Instruction in the Arts contributes to the development of
the whole person, promotes individual expression, allows experimentation with diverse
materials and elements, enables exploration and appreciation of the works of other
students and major artists and musicians, develops an awareness and sensitivity
toward the environment, and finally promotes a deeper understanding of heritage and
culture.
The Fine Arts curriculum provides a holistic approach to education that incorporates
many aspects of the core curriculum and can be integrated into the total educational
experience.
Library
The school library exists primarily to support and enrich the curriculum. It is a service
and teaching agency as well as a place of purposeful learning where the use of all
resources correlate with the school curriculum to intensify and individualize a child's
educational experiences. The Library is an integrated part of the total curriculum and is
an essential element in the development of lifelong learning skills for students.

Technology
Technology instruction is essential in today's educational process. This instruction
includes computer awareness and computer literacy. When this instruction and
awareness are mastered, the computer becomes a basic tool for teaching logical
thinking and problem-solving, creative writing, communication, the handling of
information, and many other aspects of the curriculum.
Teachers of computer literacy look beyond hardware and develop an awareness of
values such as relationships, collaboration, ethical conduct, responsibility and creative
expression. As in all other areas of the curriculum, the integration of the Gospel values
is a part of the teaching/learning process in the computer lab and classroom.
Students in 7th and 8th Grade are loaned a Chrome Book for use during the school
year. Each student must provide damage insurance to cover any damage to the
computer. The sole purpose of the Chrome Book is for the student to learn responsible
computer use and to have access to blended learning activities in and out of school.

