
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 9, 2018 
 

MASS READINGS: 1006 

 
 

ST. THOMAS MORE LOCATION 

126 FORT COUCH ROAD 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15241 

WEBSITE: WWW.STMPGH.ORG 

PARISH OFFICE: 412-833-0031 

SCHOOL OFFICE: 412-833-1412 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations 
  -Matthew 28:19 

COMBINED MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  

Vigil: 4:00pm STM 

 5:30pm SJC 

Sunday: 8:00am STM 

 9:00am SJC 

 9:30am STM 

 11:00am SJC 

 11:30am STM 

 
Holy Days ........ See bulletin details or call the Parish Office 
Funeral Masses ............................ 10:00am at both locations 
Lamb of God Chapel at St. Thomas More ..................... 24/6 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM ð Celebrated the first & 
third Sundays of the month at 12:45 p.m.  (An instruction 

class before a first childôs Baptism is required.  Held the last 

Sunday of the month at 2:00 in the church. Call the Parish 

Office to R.S.V.P.) 
 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST EUCHARIST ð Annually in 
the spring.  Please contact the Religious Education Office to 

learn more. 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION ð  Annually in 
the fall.  Please contact the Religious Education office to 

learn more. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE ð Please contact a 
parish priest at least six months in advance.  Masses are 

typically scheduled on Saturdays at 1:30pm. 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS ð If you are 
interested in learning more about vocations to the priesthood 

or diaconate, please visit www.pghpriest.com. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ð Confessions 

are heard on Saturdays at 9:00am at STM and 4:30pm at 

SJC. For private confessions, call the Parish Office.  Other 

penance services are offered in Advent and Lent. 

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING ð If you or a loved 
one is in need of Anointing, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK ð Those unable to 
attend Mass who would like to receive Holy Communion, 

please contact the Parish Office. 
 

RCIA (THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 

ADULTS)  ð Are you interested in becoming Catholic?  
RCIA is offered every year in the fall.  It is a beautiful 

process of discernment, conversion, commitment, and love.  

Please call tor email the Parish Office and ask to be directed 

to the RCIA Coordinator. 

 
To our parishioners and visitors, our  friends, neighbors, 

Catholics and non-Catholics. Weôre so glad youôre here!  If 

you have any questions about the Mass, church membership, 

or want to speak with a priest, please call the parish office at: 

412-833-0031 or email us at: parishoffice@stmpgh.org.  

Registration information can be found on our website at: www.stmpgh.org 

or just stop into the parish office.  We invite you to form an ongoing rela-

tionship with St. Thomas More parish through your active participation in 

our 50+ ministries!  Call today! 

 
 

ST. JOHN CAPISTRAN LOCATION 

1610 MCMILLAN ROAD 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15241 

WEBSITE: WWW.SJCUSC.ORG 

PARISH OFFICE: 412-221-6275 
 



ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 

 

SUNDAY, DEC EMBER 9THðSecond Sunday of Advent 

 8:00 ..................................... Stella Shannon (Karen Sturgeon) 

 9:30 ................................. Intention of Altar Society Members 

 11:30 .................................................. Joyce Senecal (Husband) 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 
   11:30 .................................... Joseph Richetti (Wife & Children) 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 11TH 
 11:30 ......................................... Linda Magill (Modrak Family) 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 12THðOur Lady of Guadalupe 

 11:30   ........................... S&TW Dario Lorenzi (Daria Lorenzi) 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 13THðSt. Lucy 
 11:30 .......................... Vincent Makowski (STM Altar Society) 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 14THðSt. John of the Cross, Priest 

and Doctor of the Church 

    11:30  ....................... Irma Dudiak (Stephanie & Jack Colligan) 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 
 11:30  ......................................... Nicholas Cerro (Rock Volner) 

 4:00 ................................................... ééMass for the Parish 

SUNDAY, DEC EMBER 16THï Third Sunday of Advent 

 8:00 ................................................ Ron Koch (Sebolt Family) 

 9:30 ..................................... Joseph Grassi (Daugter, Theresa) 

 11:30 .. Stella J. Shannon (Lamb or God Adoration Committee) 

FROM THE PASTOR MASS INTENTIONSðSt. Thomas More 

  

 Today we hear the voice of John the 

Baptist asking us to prepare the way of the Lord while the 

prophet, Baruch, tells us to put on the splendor and glory of 

our God. Today we light our second candle and our Advent 

wreath glows even brighter. As we put on the glory of our 

God, our world sees more of the light of Christ shining 

through us. 

 

 While the first focus of Advent is the 

second coming of Jesus, this focus is one of joyful 

anticipation because our fulfillment in God is coming. This 

is not a season of dread and fear. This is a season that calls 

us to a deeper faith and stillness in the Lord, a joyful 

anticipation of the coming of his reign. The message is 

actually that God is preparing a path for us to come home to 

him. Our part is to be fully open to his power and his 

presence so that we are ready to be at home with him. It is a 

time of homecoming joy. 

 

 Each time we offer a prayer for another 

person we are putting on the splendor of God. Each time we 

forgive a hurt, we are putting on the splendor of God. Each 

time we listen to our parents, hug our children and show 

love and respect for others, we are putting on the splendor 

of our God. The message is to shine brightly with and 

within that splendor. God will lower the mountains and 

smooth out the hills and valleys for us. God wants us with 

him forever. 

 

 So, shine brighter in these weeks of 

Advent. Hold your head up. The Lord is coming with 

salvation. The Lord is near in love. When we love, pray and 

wait in faith, we shine with the great glow of our new life 

in Jesus Christ. Let us together light the world and break 

through the darkness. With God at our side and clothed in 

his glory, everything is possible. Shine on! 
  

 

Our Parish Library is a wonderful place to enrich your Spiritual 

life and get to know God better.  Stop by soon for some quiet time 

of reflection with spiritual selections that help draw us closer to 

the Lord.  

 

Book of the Week:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Normal Library Hours are:  Monday and Wednesday after 11:30 

Mass and Sundays after 8am, 9:30am, and 11:30am Masses.   

Homemade Christmas  
Cookie Sale 

 
The Appalachia Team is getting together for 

our annual ñsweetò fundraiser! 
 

We will be selling Christmas Cookie plates 
and trays the weekend of Dec. 15th and 
16th after all the weekend Masses.  

 
Prices range from $7 to $25. Look for us at 

all the entrances of the church!  

 

Holy Family  
 

Pictures in the Church 

 
Please remember to bring a picture 

of your beautiful ñholyò family to 

church 

 

For the December 30th Feast of the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
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Sunday (Today) 

 6:00 pm ....................... Lifeteen Bible Study (Youth Room) 

Monday  
 9:00 am .................... MOMS Group (FLC/Chelsea/Utopia) 

 6:30 pm ......................................... Cursillo (Rooney Room) 

 7:00 pm ..................... Hearts with Hammers (Youth Room) 

 7:30 pm ................................................... RCIA (RE Office) 

Tuesday 

 6:15 am. .................................. Moreôs Men (Rooney Room) 

 9:30 am .................. Consoling the Heart of Jesus (Chelsea) 

 10:00 am. .............. Adoration Child Care (Child Care Room) 

 6:00 pm .. The Light is on For You Reconciliation (Church) 

 7:00 pm ..................................... Centering Prayer (Narthex) 

 7:00 pm .................................... Listening Session (Chelsea) 

 7:00 pm ............................. Handbell Choir (Rooney Room) 

Wednesday 
 9:00 am ...........................Twoôs Together (Chelsea/Utopia) 

 7:00 pm ............................. Finance Council (Living Room) 

Thursday 
 8:30 am ................................ Liturgy of the Hours (Church) 

 7:00 pm ............................... Choir Practice (Rooney Room) 

 7:00 pm ..................................... Girls Group (Youth Room) 

Saturday 
 7:00 am ...................... STM-SJC Menôs Ministry (Chelsea) 

 9:00 am ......................................................... Reconciliation 

 10:00 am ............................... Legion of Mary (Youth Room) 
  

THIS WEEK AT STM 

Readings for the week of December 9, 2018 

Sunday:           Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-

6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Monday:          Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 

35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:          Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [Is 

40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday:    Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 

13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Thursday:        Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab 

[8]/Mt 11:11-15 

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:         Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-

19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Next Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/

Lk 3:10-18 

 Observances for the week of December 9, 2018 

Sunday:           2nd Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday:          St.  Damasus I, Pope 

Wednesday:    Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Thursday:        St.  Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 

Friday: St.  John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

Next Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Advent 

WEEKLY READINGS/OBSERVANCES 

 

Please welcome our New Parishioners: 

 

Ronald and Patricia James 

Nancy Lois 

Dr. Edwars Teeple Jr & Dr. Christine Edelmann 

Brittany Lonero, Blake Pavlik, and Luna Pavlik 

 

 
May they feel the warmth of Christ in our Parish Community. 

 

 

We Welcome to our Faith Community: 

 

Beau Andrew Lander  

 

 
Please pray for our newly baptized, their parents and godparents. 

 

 

 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of: 

 

Mary ñPatriciaò Lininger 

James White 

Victoria Koepfer 

 

 
Please pray for our deceased and their loved ones. 

WELCOME 

BAPTISM 

 

Parish Office Schedule 

For the Holidays: 

 
The parish office will be closed: 

 Monday, December 24th through  

Tuesday, January 1st. 

 
Staff will be in Dec. 26, 27, & 28 to check email and phone 

messages.  Please use the emergency line (option 9)  

ONLY FOR Pastoral Emergencies  

(Ex. imminent death (anointing) or funeral scheduling).   

 

Thank you. 

FUNERALS 
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Advent: 

Waiting in Prayer; Growing in Love 
 

We are invited to grow in holiness during the season of Ad-

vent. As we share in the love of the Lord in the Eucharist, the 

Lord transforms our hearts in His mercy. Consider the words 

of St. Pope John Paul II: 

 

In the incarnation, God fully reveals Himself in the Son who 

came into the world.  Our faith is not simply the result of our 

searching for God.  In Jesus Christ, it is God who comes in 

person to speak to us and show us the way to Himself... 

Through faith in the Son of God made man we abide in the 

very heart of God: ñGod is love, and whoever remains in 

love remains in God and God in himò (1Jn 4:16). 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, the Gospel of Godôs love finds its 

highest expression in the Eucharist.  In the Mass and in Eu-

charistic Adoration we meet the merciful love of God that 

passes through the heart of Jesus Christ. The love and com-

passion of Jesus is the door through which the eternal love of 

the Father is poured out on the world.  Let us open wide our 

own hearts to Godôs saving mercy! 

 

In parishes and communities across this land holiness and 

Christian service will flourish if ñyou come to know and be-

lieve in the love God has for youò (1 Jn 4:16). 

 

Mary, Mother of Mercy,  

teach the people of the United States 

to say yes to your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Mother of the Church,  

be the Star which safely guides our steps to the Lord! 

 

Virgin of Nazareth, 

two thousand years ago you brought into the world the incar-

nate Word: lead us to the One  

who is the true light of the world! Amen! 

Lamb of God Chapel at St. Thomas More 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 24/6 
 

Available Sunday 1pm to  

 Saturday before 4pm Mass 

Vianney Cenacleð12pm Saturdays: 

Holy Hour for the Sanctification of Priests 

Rosary at 12pm weekdays & during Cenacle 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3pm, Mon-Sat 

  Childrenôs Hour - Tues. at 10am: 

 Nursery and Chapel 

    Nocturnal Adoration-10pm to 6am 

(scheduled adorers) 

www.stmpgh.org/adoration 

ñDiscern what is of value.ò (Phil 1:10; todayôs Epistle) 

 

óóAfter we have obeyed the Lord, and in His Spirit nurtured on 

earth the values of human dignity, brotherhood and freedom we 

will find them again when Christ hands over to the Father: "a king-

dom eternal and universal, a kingdom of truth and life, of holiness 

and grace, of justice, love and peace.ò On this earth that Kingdom 

is already present in mystery. When the Lord returns it will be 

brought into full flower.ò (Vatican II; Gaudium et Spes; 1965; #39) 

ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN  

 

34- !ÌÕÍÎÉ .Å×Ó 
 

4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ (ÏÎÏÒ 2ÏÌÅ ÁÔ #ÅÎȤ
ÔÒÁÌ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȢ  #ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȦ 
 

'ÅÎÎÁÒÉÎÏ #ÏÎÚÅÍÉÕÓ !ÎÔÏÎÉÏ $Å#ÁÒÌÏ ɉ((Ɋ 
.ÅÁÌ 3ÈÉÐÌÅÙ  :ÁÃËÁÒÙ /ÔÔ ɉ((Ɋ 
4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ 3ÍÉÔÈ  #ÌÁÕÄÉÏ 3ÉÍÉÏÎÅ ɉ((Ɋ 
2ÏÂÅÒÔ 7ÉÌÓÏÎ  2ÉÌÅÙ 7ÁÌÓÈ ɉ((Ɋ 

 

 

Social Justice SeekersðDec. 14th 
 

 

Social Justice Seekers (SJS), a local group promoting so-

cial justice values that includes many Catholics from area 

churches, is inviting individuals, churches, and community 

organizations which have concerns about the treatment of 

immigrants arriving at the Mexican border to join in an effort 

on December 14 to keep the issue of families separated at the 

border in the peoplesô consciousness.  SJS has planned a 

ñDay of Action to Protect Families at the Border,ò which 

asks local residents, churches and community groups to par-

ticipate in a day of prayer and fasting. Individuals are also 

encouraged to contact their elected officials to demand they 

address this issue and reunite these families.  The positions 

are consistent with Catholic social teaching, and Catholics 

are asked during Advent to remember and reflect upon the 

Holy Family themselves being immigrants to Egypt after Je-

sus was born when they escaped the persecution of innocent 

babies under King Herod.  The Day of Action is being sup-

ported by many local Christian churches and community 

groups including Casa San Jose, the Latino community cen-

ter in Beechview started by the Sisters of St. Joseph.  Ques-

tions about the Day of Action can be sent to SJSImmigra-

tion@gmail.com  Social Justice Seekers are people of faith 

who share common goals for positive change. We are com-

mitted activists who work for justice, peace, and reconcilia-

tion in our community and world. Rooted in prayer, we act 

with hope that our resolute efforts yield fruitful outcomes. 

mailto:SJSImmigration@gmail.com
mailto:SJSImmigration@gmail.com


2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Valentines Dinner Dance 
 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 
 

Weôre in the planning stages of this event.  If youôd like to be on 

the committee please email Mary Beth Pierson at 

events@stmpgh.org. 

 

Be sure and mark your calendar so you can attend! 

 
 

 

STM Parish Housekeeping: 
  

   

(Used) PALMð You may have noticed that they bins for 

palm have been removed from the vestibules.  It has been 

many years since weôve burned palm for Ash Wednes-

day.  Our ashes actually come in a small silver bag that 

looks almost like itôs contents are a piece of felt.  When you 

open it up and move it around, you can see that it is ash. 

Please dispose of your old palm yourself by either burning 

it in your wood burning fire place, wood burner, or fire 

pit.  It may also be buried in your yard. 

  

Lost and FoundðThe lost and found is located in the 
Breezeway vestibule on the bottom shelf of the left side-

board.  The contents of the lost and found have been grow-

ing.  Before we leave for Christmas break we will be donat-

ing the contents to St. Vincent de Paul.  So, if youôve lost 

anything recently, please check the bins. 

  

Keysð We have several car keys here in the parish of-
fice.  Weôre not sure how people have gotten out of here 

without them!  Yet, we have many sets.  If youôve lost your 

keys recently, or even a while ago, please stop by the parish 

office.  Weôve had some of them for years and itôs time to 

dispose of them.  Weôll keep them until Dec. 21. 

 
Note:  Queen of Heaven Cemetery accepts large sacramen-

tal items needed to be buried. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who participat-

ed in the Angel Tree giving this 

year.  You have brought Christmas joy and the Love of Je-

sus to many of our neighbors. 

 

God Bless You! And Merry Christmas 

2018 St. Thomas More 

Angel Tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve:  STM (Church) 4:00pm 

     STM (FLC)     4:00pm 

     SJC     5:00pm 

     STM     7:00pm 

     SJC     9:00pm 

     STM     10:00pm 

 

Christmas Day:  SJC    9:00am 

      STM   10:00am 

      SJC   11:00am 
 

 

The 4:00pm is the MOST CROWDED Mass.  If you are able to  

come to a Mass other than the 4:00, it may be more comfortable. 

ALL are WELCOME and we look forward to seeing you! 

 

Advent Reconciliation 

 

The Light is on for You 

 

December 11th 

6pmð9pm 

Seton Lasalle High SchoolðHamilton Ticket Raffle 

For the January 9th Performance, 7:30 pm 

Benedum Center 

For raffle tickets, visit: ww.slshs.org or 412-561-3583 


