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Dear Friends in Christ,

| hope the second Sunday of Lent finds you growing
in the disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. If
you have not yet begun to observe Lent, it's never
too late. And if your Lent begins today, you get a
bonus! March 17this traditionally St. Patrick’s Day,
which this year falls on a Lenten Sunday, so you are
dispensed from your fasting and permitted to hoist
a pint in honor of the patron saint of Ireland, where
we are all descendants... at least for today!

Last Sunday, one of our parishioners mistook the
bald priest presiding at Mass to be a “Jesuit from
Seattle University.” | am a diocesan priest whose
temporary baldness is in support of one of my
brothers who lost his hair from cancer treatments.

| have had the honor of knowing many fine Jesuits
over the years, including Fr. Tom Lucas and Fr.
Alejandro Baez who occasionally preside and preach
here at Christ Our Hope.

A recent new development in their Society of Jesus
has something to offer the whole church, including
our ministry here at our parish. The current Superior
General of the Jesuits, Fr. Arturo Sosa, recently
announced “Four Universal Apostolic Preferences”
to guide the work of the society in the next ten years.
| think they also amplify and focus our mission here
at Christ Our Hope.

The first is a preference for “Discernment and the
Spiritual Exercises” or, more plainly, to help people
find Jesus Christ and follow him. Our name as a
parish, Christ Our Hope, reminds us that we are

not a club or an organization, but a community who
encounters Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. The gospel
becomes the central and dominant inspiration for our
lives. Christ becomes the source of our motivation to
help in building the Kingdom of God.

The second of the four Universal Apostolic
Preferences is “Walking with the Excluded.”
Christians, as Pope Francis often reminds us, are
called to accompany and walk with the poor, the
outcasts of the world, and those who have been
violated. We see them at Christ Our Hope, in the
Josephinum Residence, and our downtown Seattle
neighborhood. We must always do what we can to
help respond to their human needs, but often the
best we can offer is a compassionate and gracious
presence.

The third Apostolic Preference calls for us to "Care
for Our Common Home" and to work with a sense
of urgency for the protection and renewal of God’s
creation, to be good stewards of our mother the
earth. As individuals, and as a parish community, we
all have a responsibility to recycle and to reduce the
needless waste of natural resources in the
environment.

The final preference is for “Journeying with Youth”
to accompany young people in the creation of a

hoieful future. While we don’t have mani families
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