ST. AMBROSE CHURCH
HOUSTON, TEXAS

DECEMBER 9, 2018

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Monday, December 10
8:00AM Tammy Babineck
Tuesday, December 11
8:00AM Esther D. Ramos
Wednesday, December 12
8:00AM Eva Montalbano
7:00PM (Spanish) Doris Do
Thursday, December 13
8:00AM Souls In Purgatory
Friday, December 14
8:00AM David and Mary Sewell
Saturday, December 15
8:00AM Veronica Ramsden
5:00PM Pete, Frances and Marian
Stankowich
Sunday, December 16
8:00AM Jimmey Tesar
10:00AM Toni Cali
12:00Noon Richard Farris
5:00PM Myrna Kondoy

SPECIAL COLLECTION

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
THIS WEEKEND,
DECEMBER 8 AND 9, 2018

SUPPORT ELDERLY RELIGIOUS. A
PARISHIONER WRITES, “As a Catholic school
student from grades K-12, | was formed to be the person |
am by many religious brothers and sisters, and | am forever
grateful.” Show your appreciation for the senior Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who make a
difference in so many lives.

Each year, distributions from the RFR provide hundreds
of religious communities with financial assistance to help
meet the day-to-day needs of aging members. A portion of
donations also supports retirement planning and furnishes
targeted assistance for religious communities with the
greatest needs.

Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests need your help. Many served for years in Catholic
schools, hospitals, and parishes — often for little to no pay.
Now there is s shortage in retirement savings. Your gift to
the Retirement Fund for Religious provides funding for
medications, nursing care, and more.

Many of you face financial difficulties. Simply give what
you can and may God bless you.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION -The Sacrament

of Reconciliation is every Saturday from 3:30PM until

4:30PM.
e
%inurxam

Please remember in your prayers the repose of the souls of:
Eusebio Contreras, mother of Agustina Juarez; Rocio Gonzalez;
and, Florence Vinklarek, mother of Elaine Vinklarek. Pray that
God grant peace and comfort to their loved ones.

Readings for the Week of
December 9, 2018

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent
Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Patronal Feastday of the
United States of America
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk1:26-38
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday Advent Weekday
Is 40:25-31; Ps 103; Mt 11:28-30
Saint Damasus |, Pope
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145; Mt 11:11-15
Friday Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1; 1 Thes 5:16-24;

Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Saturday

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
ADVENT TREE

St. Vincent de Paul will be collecting gifts for children and seniors.
Please remember them when you are out shopping this week.
Some suggestions are: Large Print/Adult Coloring Books,
Calendars, Puzzles, Pillows, Flashlights, Lanyards, and
Compression/Non-slip Socks. The Advent Tree is in the narthex.
Please return your gifts by December 16. Thank you for your
generosity.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

LET US PRAY

Please remember the following who have asked for our prayers:
Alcidiades Angleas, Gerry Barbeau, Gaby Beckstrom, Maria Bedoya,
Laverne Bonora, Jesus Calvillo Jr., Marie Campos, Clay Cameron, James
Duplessis, Jose Carmen Eguia, Juan Pedro Eguia, Pederwsdei Enguia,
Paul Farek, Carroll Gohmert, John Culver, John Culver, Russell Forrest,
Albina Diehl, Carolyn Gonzalez, Antoine Hicks, Henry Kopycinski,, Bernie
Lenahan, Jose Adolfo Loredo, Robert McCullough,Jr., Jack Moore,
Richerd Palumbo, Peter and Nina Peropoulous, Frank Petronella, Ora
Nell Petrash, Jimmy Richard, Margaret Richardson, Araceli Rocha,
Anthony Ruffino, Sr., Kimberly Ruffino, Sammy Romano, Sophia
Romano, David Russell, Landon Seeberger, Marie Seeberger, Theodore
and Joan Thoede, Nathan Thompson, Donald Weaver, Mary Williams,
Brian Wisnoski, Mary Ann Wooten, and David Zaborow.

Let us pray for all those our military at home and abroad and
especially the following: Victor J. Broussard, Peter Zachary
Carroll, Samuel Castillo, Brandon Cook, Matthew Cook, Master
Sgt., Dean Crawford, Robert Freedman, Olivia Garza, Matthew
Grissom, Timothy Groh, Lee Anthony Guerrero, Andrew S.
Gutierrez, Christopher Hernandez, Lucas Hernandez, Matthew
Hernandez, Mia Hernandez, Sean Dietrich Hrncir, Samuel Dylan
Hrncir, Captain Mary Hrynyk, Captain Jason Hrynyk, Anthony
Handy, Ivan Ibabao, Elizabeth Grassmann l|babao, Robert
Marquez, Jr., Captain Andrew Locke, Daniel Martinez, Captain
Jonathan Reed, Casey Rogers, and Daniel Salinas.

GIFTS FOR GOD
(DECEMBER 2, 2018)

Envelopes $6,916.00
Loose $4,233.00
Mail Ins $1,803.00
On Line $ 295.00

Total $13,247.00

ADVENT IS HERE!

A selection of Advent prayer books is available in the
narthex: The selection is

OPEN YOUR HEART,
JESUS THE SAVIOR AMONG US,
FOLLOW THE STAR FOR CATHOLIC SENIORS.

A daily reflection book can help us prepare spiritually for the
celebration of Jesus’ birthday. It is so easy to get caught up
in the external planning for the holiday.

Your donation for the Prayer Book is appreciated

HELP WANTED

We are offering a meal to families after the Mass of a
Christian Burial for a loved one here at St. Ambrose. If you
would like to help with this Ministry or would like more
information, please call Sr. Charline at 713-858-1613 or
email charlineschi@gmail.com.

BINGO will be held in the auditorium at 7:15PM on
Tuesday, December 11, 2018. We will be calling one (1)
Bonus Ball Number.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEMBERSHIP

If you are a Catholic man and are not part of the Knight of Columbus, you
are missing a wonderful opportunity to deepen your faith. Please
consider joining the fellow men of your parish in their service to the
Church. Get involved supporting St. Ambrose enhancing your faith and
protecting and fulfilling your family life. For more information email or call
the Grand Knight at sreichhardt@concast.net or 832-865-9485.

ST, AMEBROSE
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News from the Hornet Hive

Greetings Hornet Hive!

Happy belated Thanksgiving! | apologize for missing the last two
weeks of bulletin updates. | hope your holidays went well and that
this first week of Advent has been filled with “hope” as the first
candle of the wreath reminds us to maintain and pray for during
this liturgical season and new church year.

It was beautiful to see so many of you at the Winter Wonderland
Festival and Breakfast with Santa this past Saturday. Thank you
for coming out to support St. Ambrose Catholic School and for
making it a day to remember. | was amazed to see how the
campus transformed into such a festive paradise for all of our
families to enjoy. | know it took a great deal of time, energy, and
dedication to make everything just right and, | can’t thank the
committee and volunteers enough for your contributions. Thank
you to those who gave donations for the gift card booth
sponsored by the church.

Mark your calendars for the Christmas Eve Mass! Our Children’s
choirs (church and school) are performing before the 5 pm Mass.
Be sure to arrive early to hear their beautiful voices rejoice on
what is sure to be a joyful evening.

Take care,

Ms. McDonald
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O COME LET US ADORE HIM

Prayer and meditation before Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament are great ways to spend some special time with
Him. You can ask Him for graces for yourself or loved ones

and pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

St. Ambrose has adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every
Wednesday in the chapel after the 8:00AM Mass until 6:00.

Come and spend some time with the Lord.

Our goal is to have two or more people scheduled per hour.
I need adorers for 12:00Noon to 1:00PM, 2:00PM to 3:00PM
and 5:00PM to 6:00PM. Please call Barbara Steinhardt at
7113-688-0154 if you are able to help.

WE GRIEVE

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
SUPPORT GROUPS ARE PLACES OF:

UNDERSTANDING- To know that others “JUST LIKE ME” have
been there too and have survived.

ACCEPTANCE - to be encouraged to share your story in a safe place
among peers who have a very similar story

SAFETY - confidentiality in asking for and receiving help. To
share pain, fears, frustrations and hopes.

GROWTH - to tolerate unanswerable questions and to learn new
and effective coping strategies,

HOPE - to find God in the midst of our recovery, and in the
presence of brothers and sisters in our shared Catholic Christian
faith.

If you would like to know more about the Bereavement Support
Group, please call Sr. Charline at 713-682-2242 or 713-858-1613
if you are interested or plan to come.

WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS will meet today, Sunday,
December 9, at 2:00PM at La Hacienda Escondida, 1431 W. 26"
Street. For more information call Sr. Charline 713-858-1613 or
just show up.

GOLDEN YOUTH will meet in the cafeteria on
Sunday, December 16, at 2:00PM. All those age 55 and older
are invited to attend.

FROM THE CHANCERY

In a continuing effort to provide pastoral care to victims of
sexual abuse by clergy or Church personnel, Daniel
Cardinal Di Nardo would like to remind the faithful of the
Archdiocese of the availability of the Victims Assistance
Coordinator. “Anyone who has been the victim of sexual
abuse by clergy or Church personnel is encouraged to call
Sr. Maureen O’Connell, OP at 713-654-5799”

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
ARTS AND CRAFTS SALE WILL BE HELD ON
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 AND 23 IN
THE Narthex and in Room A.
Before and after the Masses
Items for sale will be angels, Christmas wreaths,
ornaments and decorations,
Baby items, crocheted and knitted items, jewelry,
snowmen, table linens, and more
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL SISTER CHARLINE
AT 713-858-1613.

ST. AMBROSE CATHOLIC CHURCH

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
Come and sing or play an instrument with the Children’s
Choir at our Christmas Eve Concert Mass. Join the fun in
singing some of our favorite Christmas Carols. Ages 9 to
18 years are invited to participate. Also, parents are
welcomed to join their children. Soloist opportunities for
singers and instrumentalists also available.

This is your opportunity to be a part of our Children’s Christmas
Choir. We are taking extra youth and families to participate for
Christmas music.

For more information about rehearsal schedule, please contact
St. Ambrose Music Director, Mrs. Stevens, at 281-440-4445.

December 24
4:00PM to 5:00PM
Scripture Reading and Concert
5:00PM Holy Mass




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Domingo, 9 de Diciembre, 2018

2do. Domingo de Adviento Ciclo C

Baruc 5,1-9: Dios mostrara su esplendor

Salmo 125: El Seinor ha estado grande con nosotros y
estamos alegres

Filipenses 1,4-6.8-11: Que lleguen limpios e
irreprochables

Lucas 3,1-6: Todos veran la salvacion

El tiempo de adviento es tiempo de esperanza y de
apertura al cambio: cambio de vestido y de nombre (Baruc),
cambio de camino (Isaias). Cambiar, para que todos puedan ver
la salvacién de Dios.

En un bello poema Baruc canta con fe jubilosa la hora en
que el Eterno va a cumplir las promesas mesianicas, va a crear la
nueva Jerusalén, va a dar su salvacion. Jerusalén es presentada
como una “Madre” enlutada por sus hijos expatriados. Dios regala
a Sioén, su esposa, la salvacion como manto regio, le cifie como
diadema la “Gloria” del Eterno. La Madre desolada que vio partir
a sus hijos, esclavos y encadenados, los va a ver retornar libres
y festejados como un rey cuando va a tomar posesion de su
trono. Le da un nombre nuevo simbdlico: “Paz de Justicia-Gloria
de Misericordia”; es decir, Ciudad-Paz por la salvacion recibida de
Dios. Ciudad-Gloria por el amor misericordioso que le tiene Dios.

Haciéndose eco de los profetas del destierro, Baruc dice
una palabra consoladora a un pueblo que pasa dificultad: “El
Sefior se acuerda de ti”. Ya el segundo Isaias se habia
preguntado: “¢Puede una madre olvidarse de su criatura? (...)
pues, aunque ella se olvide, yo no me olvidaré” (Is 49,15). El Dios
fiel no se olvida de Jerusalén, su esposa, que es invitada ahora a
despojarse del luto y vestir “las galas perpetuas de la Gloria que
Dios te da”. Es la salvacion que Dios ofrece para los que ama, de
los que se acuerda en su amor.

¢Donde esta nuestro profetismo cristiano? El profeta no
es un adivino, ni alguien que pre-dice los acontecimientos
futuros. El profeta se enfrenta a todo poderio personal y social,
habla desde el “clamor de los pobres” y pretende siempre que
haya justicia. Obviamente le preocupa el futuro del pueblo, la
situaciéon sangrante de los pobres. Los profetas surgen en los
momentos de crisis y de cambios para avizorar una situacion
nueva, llena de libertad, de justicia, de solidaridad, de paz.

La misidn del profeta cristiano es cuestionar los “sistemas”
contrarios al Espiritu, defender a toda persona atropellada y a
todo pueblo amenazado, alentar esperanzas en situaciones
catastroficas y promover la conversion hacia actitudes solidarias.
Tiene experiencia del pueblo (vive encarnado) y contacto con
Dios (es un mistico), y de ahi obtiene la fuerza para su mision.
Por medio de los profetas, Dios guia a su pueblo “con su justicia
y su misericordia”. El profeta “allana los caminos” a seguir.

En el evangelio, al llegar la plenitud de los tiempos, el
mismo Dios anuncia la cercania del Reino por medio de Juan y
asegura con Isaias que “todos veran la salvacion de Dios” (Lc
3,6). Para el Dios que llega con el don de la salvacion debemos
preparar el camino en el hoy de nuestra propia historia.

Juan Bautista, profeta precursor de Jesus, fue hijo de un
“mudo” (pueblo en silencio) que renuncié al “sacerdocio” (a los
privilegios de la herencia), y de una “estéril” (fruto del Espiritu).
Le “vino la palabra” estando apartado del poder y en el contacto
con las bases, con el pueblo. La palabra siempre llega desde el
desierto (donde sélo hay palabra) y se dirige a los instalados
(entre quienes habitan los idolos) para desenmascararlos. La
palabra profética le costd la vida a Juan. Su deseo profético es
profundo y universal: “todos veran la salvacion de Dios”. La
salvacién viene en la historia (nuestra historia se hace historia de

salvacion), con una condicidn: la conversién (“preparad el camino
del Sefor”). éQué debemos hacer para ser todos un poco
profetas?

La invitacion de Isaias, repetida por Juan Bautista y
corroborada por Baruc, nos invita a entrar en el dinamismo de la
conversion, a ponernos en camino, a cambiar. Cambiar desde
dentro, creciendo en lo fundamental, en el amor para “aquilatar
lo mejor”. Con la penetracion y sensibilidad del amor
escucharemos las exigencias del Sefior que llega y saldremos a
su encuentro “llenos de los frutos de justicia”.

Adviento es el tiempo litdrgico dedicado por antonomasia
a la esperanza. Y esperar es ser capaz de cambiar, y ser capaz
de sofiar con la Utopia, y de provocarla, aun en aquellas
situaciones en las que parece imposible.

Dejémonos impregnar por la gracia de este
acontecimiento que se nos aproxima, dejemos que estas
celebraciones de la Eucaristia y de la liturgia de estos dias nos
ayuden a profundizar el misterio que estamos por celebrar.

Unidos en la esperanza caminamos juntos al encuentro
con Dios. Pero al mismo tiempo, El camina con nosotros
sefialando el camino porque “Dios guiara a Israel entre fiestas, a

la luz de su Gloria, con su justicia y su misericordia” (Bar 5,9).
Con la colaboracién de Servicio Biblico Latinoamericano

Horario de Servicios

Lunes a Sabado
8:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
Miércoles
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
ler. Viernes
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
Sabado
5:00 p.m. Misa en Ingles
Domingo
8:00 y 10:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
12:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
5:00 p.m. ler y 3er Espaifiol
2do y 4to Ingles
Miércoles y 1er.Viernes del Mes
Exposicién del Santisimo 8:30 a.m. a 6:45 p.m.
Rosario en Espafiol 10:00 a.m.
Oracién de la Divina Misericordia 3:00 p.m.
Confesiones
Miércoles y ler Viernes del mes 6:00 a 6:45 p.m.
Sabados 3:30 a 4:30 p.m.

Yot (;,.u Misa de Jovenes

‘wf p La misa es a las 5:00 p.m.
QN/’?

ler y 3er domingo en espariol
2do y 4to domingo en Inglés
5to domingo del mes sera bilingtie
s~ 1€ Invitamos a rezar el Santo Rosario
'3 . . .
\_\‘ i } en la iglesia cada domingo a las 11:30 a.m.
'J-*"f para prepararnos a celebrar la Santa
Eucaristia.



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=youth+group+games&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1429&bih=617&tbm=isch&tbnid=-m3BgjgE9Wv3gM:&imgrefurl=http://alsussex.com/ministry/26&docid=VNmir6BuHKZLvM&w=1478&h=1247&ei=atlfToOTI6PisQLmxaEe&zoom=1
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Adoracion ante el @
Santisimo Sacramento F

Oracion y meditacion ante el Santisimo Sacramento son
dos maneras de ofrecer a Dios. Usted puede pedir por sus
necesidades o las de sus seres queridos, reflexionar en su
palabra o solamente acompariarle. El realmente quiere
verte.

La Exposicion son todos los miércoles y el ler Viernes
del mes después de la misa de 8:00 a.m. a las 6:45 p.m. en
la capilla seguido de la misa en espafiol a las 7:00 p.m.

-/Vl er’y (e /ll‘l;lnlﬂ;

Ven a ser parte del Coro de Nifios durante la
Misa en Inglés del 24 de Diciembre.
Para mas informacion llama a
Verodnica Stevens al 281-440-4445

\\L.D" 06 AUAT U &i O Al
(\37 Fondo de Servicios Diocesanos
Reporte a la fecha del DSF 2018

Meta de la Parroquia $72,000.00
Cantidad pagada a la fecha: $69,540.50
Donaciones prometidas: $72,852.00
Nuamero Total de Participantes: 275
Numero Total de Miembros 1982
Promesa Promedio de participantes: $ 26492
Porcentaje Pagado 96.58%
POSADAS
NAVIDENAS

-

El Ministerio Hispano los invita a las Posadas
Navidefias con las cuales nos prepararemos para el
nacimiento del Nifio Jesis empezando el Sabado 16
de Diciembre al Sdbado 23 alas 7:00 p.m. en la Iglesia

Bendiciones especiales
El ler domingo es la bendicion para los que cumplen afios en el
mes.
El 2do domingo del mes es la presentacidon de los nifios de 3 afios.
El 3er domingo del mes es la bendicién para las parejas por su
aniversario de bodas.
El 4to domingo es la bendicion para los nifios recién nacidos.

Mensaje de la Cancilleria:

En un esfuerzo continuo para proveer cuidado
pastoral a las victimas de abuso sexual por el clero
o el personal de la iglesia, Daniel Cardinal Di Nardo
quisiera recordar a los fieles de la Arquididcesis de
la disponibilidad de la Coordinadora de asistencia
de las victimas. "Quien ha sido victima de abuso
sexual por el clero o el personal de la iglesia se
anima a llamar a Sor Maureen O'Connell, OP al
713-654-5799"

BAUTIZOS
ce
| ‘ A ufm

Los bautizos son el domingo empezando con la
Misa de las 12:00 P.M

Las fechas de los bautizos son las siguientes:
20 de Enero 17 de Febrero
17 de Marzo
. Neegesita llenar-la forma de registro y entregarla con
$E &é‘ej&%‘%\ @rjcler i®ado de nfcimierzco del Eebé. Los
papas y los padrinos deben tomar las clases de
preparacion para bautizos.

Clases para bautizos:
Las clases para bautizos son el primero y segundo
martes del mes de 7:00 a 9:00 p.m. en el salén A
Las siguientes clases para bautizos son:
Diciembre 4y 11, 2018 Enero 8y 15,2019
Febrero 5y 12,2019 Marzo 5y 12,2019

Celebraciones de la
Virgen de Guadalupe

Martes 11 de Diciembre
Mananitas a la Virgen

10:30 p.m. se abren a las puertas
10:45 p.m Matachines

11:30 p.m —12:30 a.m

Rosario y Mafianitas

Miércoles 12 de Diciembre
6:30 p.m. Procesion
Acompafados con Mariachis

7:00 p.m. Misa Solemne
Recepcion después de la misa




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Anyone with an interest in Music or Singing is
encouraged to join one of the choirs briefly outlined
below.

For more information, please contact Veronica
Stevens, Music Director, at 281-440-4445, or visit with
her after any weekend Mass.
CHORALE, Saturday evening Mass at 5:00PM
Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445
FAMILY CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 8:00AM
Contact Robert Korst at 713-688-0046
LITURGICAL CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 10:00AM
Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445
SPANISH CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 12:00Noon
Contact Alpha Omega Cruz — 281-808-3430

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

PROGRAM - Register your Kroger Plus Card online today
at www.Kroger.com. Once you create an account using your
plus card number, select the savings and rewards program and
enter St. Ambrose Altar Society. Every time you shop and use
your plus card, St. Ambrose Altar Society will receive a % of the
sale. Itis that simple! You will also receive great weekly savings
from Kroger.

RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

For adults who have never been baptized

2. Persons baptized in another faith but wish to become

Catholic

3. Baptized Catholics who have not made their 1%
Communion or their Confirmation

4 If you would like to know more about the Catholic

faith.

For more information call the R.E. office at

713-686-3857.

PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED
PERSONS

GOD OUR FATHER, we thank you for calling men and women
to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as sisters, brothers, religious
priests, consecrated virgins, and hermits, as well as members of
Secular Institutes. Renew their knowledge and love of you, and
send your Holy Spirit to help them respond generously and
courageously to your will. We ask this through our LORD Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns forever Amen.




