
President Of U.S. Conference Of Catholic Bishops 
Calls For Calm Amid Violent Protests In
Charlottesville
 
August 12, 2017
WASHINGTON—Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, of Galveston-Houston, President of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has issued the following statement in 

response to the violent protests in Charlottesville, Virginia that has left three dead and at least 19 
injured.

Cardinal DiNardo's full statement follows:

"On behalf of the bishops of the United States, I join leaders from around the nation in condemning the 
violence and hatred that have now led to one death and multiple injuries in Charlottesville, Virginia. We 
o�er our prayers for the family and loved ones of the person who was killed and for all those who have 
been injured. We join our voices to all those calling for calm.

The abhorrent acts of hatred on display in Charlottesville are an attack on the unity of our nation and 
therefore summon us all to fervent prayer and peaceful action. The bishops stand with all who are 
oppressed by evil ideology and entrust all who su�er to the prayers of St.Peter Claver as we approach 
his feast day. We also stand ready to work with all people of goodwill for an end to racial violence and 
for the building of peace in our communities.

Last year a Task Force of our Bishops Conference under Archbishop Wilton Gregory proposed prayers 
and resources to work for unity and harmony in our country and in our Church. I am encouraging the 
bishops to continue that work especially as the Feast of St. Peter Claver approaches."

August 13, 2017
WASHINGTON—Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, President of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and Bishop Frank Dewane of Venice, Florida, Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 
Domestic Justice and Human Development, are calling on all people of goodwill to join in prayer and 
unity today in response to yesterday's violent protest and deadly attack in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Full statement follows: 

 "As we learn more about the horrible events of yesterday, our prayer turns today, on the Lord's Day, to 
the people of Charlottesville who o�ered a counter example to the hate marching in the streets. Let us 
unite ourselves in the spirit of hope o�ered by the clergy, people of faith, and all people of good will 
who peacefully defended their city and country. 

We stand against the evil of racism, white supremacy and neo-nazism. We stand with our sisters and 
brothers united in the sacri�ce of Jesus, by which love's victory over every form of evil is assured.  At 
Mass, let us o�er a special prayer of gratitude for the brave souls who sought to protect us from the 
violent ideology displayed yesterday. Let us especially remember those who lost their lives.  Let us join 
their witness and stand against every form of oppression."
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