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"...there is no inequality of significance amongst us  except holiness..."   
“No hay desigualdad de importancia entre nosotros excepto la santidad…”  

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time       January 15, 2017             
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Fr. Fred’s Disciples of Mercy blog   fathermickey.com 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 



 REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS / RECUERDEN EN SUS 
ORACIÓNES… Judy Adib,  Veronica  Antwi,  James Aubey, 
Irma Avalos, Gene Barrett, Jordan Bergeron,  Chelsea Brown, 
Fidelis Burton, Phillip  Caito, Sunni Cook, Sabrina Coronado, 
Terry Corral, Melanie Davis, Katie  Davison, Tom and Erin 
Degnan, Jose Luis Ecamilla,      Carrie, Justin, and Abby 
Claire Faltysek, Paul Fivel, Diane Fuller, Mary Gedelian, 
Mary Hall, Sandra Kilgore, Kevin Kretzschmar, Dorothy Las-
koskie, Al Losack,  Don        Marcotte,  Sam and Marie Mar-
tinez, Ralph McHargue, Coby Meinzer, Bill Middleton, Don-
na Moore, Floyd and Maryann Moore, Tom Morales, Lourdes 
Mosqueda,    Brenda Piñeda, John Raia, Lillian Rodriguez, 
Lydia       Rodriguez,  Maria Ines Rodriguez, Margaret 
Rozell, Ana Marie Santos, John Sarley, Jerry Seaton,  Cindy        
Schwanke, Lorayne Shaw,  Kayden Bryn Shipley, Linda 
Skains, Cheryl Smith,  Elizabeth Speck, Tim Speck,     Dor-
othea Stachowiak, Kathy Spivey, Kathy Stoltz,       Dorothy 
Townsend, Matthew Varnum, Maria Elena      Valencia, Leo 
Vasquez, ShirleyVillareal, Alma Williams, Rose Youngblood. 

Weekly Readings 

Mon 1-16 HEB5:1-10; MK 2:18-22 

Tues 1-17 HEB 6:10-20; MK 2:23-28 

Wed 1-18 HEB 7:1-3, 15-17;  MK 3:1-6 

Thurs 1-19 HEB 7:25—8:6; MK 3:7-12 

Fri 1-20 HEB 8:6-13; MK 3:13-19 

Sat 1-21 HEB 9:2-3, 11-14;  MK 3:20-21 

Sun 1-22 IS 8:23—9:3;  1 COR 1:10-13, 17; 
MT 4:12-23 

MASS INTENTIONS of the WEEK 

Sat 1/14   5:30 pm Chad Wagamon 

Sun 1/15   7:45 am Parishioners 

   10:45 am Deceased members of the    
Miller family 

  12:30 pm Jose Mortero Villanueva 

Mon 1/16 No Mass  

Tues 1/17   7:15 am Rev. Rawlin Enette 

Wed 1/18   7:15 am R.T. and Dottie De Louche 

Thurs 1/19   7:15 am Rec. Charles J. Borski 

Fri 1/20   7:15 am Barry  Smith 

Sat 1/21   5:30 pm St. Thomas Ladies 
(Living and Deceased)  

Sun 1/22   7:45 am Parishioners 

   10:45 am Frank Gonzalez, Jr. 

  12:30 pm Gregorio  Valera 

    5:30 pm  CSC Intentions 

Beware of Scams and Fraud Parishes: Please 
use caution if you receive phone calls from vendors 
or “community” organizations that want access to the  
senior group in your parish. Seniors are often targets 
for scammers and unscrupulous individuals wishing 
to prey on vulnerable or unsuspecting seniors. Please 
feel free to refer callers to the Office of Aging before 
connecting them to your senior group. The Office of 
Aging can speak with the vendor, check credentials 
with the Better Business Bureau and assist your   
parish senior group with connecting to legitimate 
service organizations. The Office of Aging can be 
reached at  713-741-8712.  

            

Elder Abuse... Elder abuse can happen to anyone and 
it can take many different forms. Most cases of abuse      
reported to Adult Protective Services involve “self-
neglect.” Many of these people are vulnerable to abuse 
because they live alone or are dependent on someone 
else for their care. Texas requires by law the reporting 
of elder abuse or the suspicion of elder abuse. If you 
know of someone who cannot care for himself/herself, 
or who is being abused, neglected or exploited, whether 
they live alone or with a spouse or caregiver, Texas law 
requires that you report the abuse. The phone number is                    
1-800-252-5400; your report will remain confidential.  
For additional information, please contact the Office of   
Aging at 713-741-8712.  

OFFICE MEMOS    

Important Office Memo to all Parish         
Ministries/Organizations: As the new year is 
about to start, we are now scheduling our parish   
ministries/organizations events in our 2017           
calendar.  It is important that we  receive your yearly 
schedule to be included. Please email to              
svitela@sbcglobal.net or bring them by the          
office.  Thank you for your  cooperation. 

VISION…  Some  people see more in a walk around 
the block than others see in a trip around the world.  —
Anonymous 

       

       Stewardship for January 1st:  $ 12,808.48 
 

                      St. Thomas Mission:  $   2,000.67 
 

      Stewardship for January 8th:  $   5,951.43 
 

Thank  you  for  your  parish  support!     



Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!   
Our parish Christmas project completed another    
successful year of sharing the Light of Christ with 
deserving families.  The project was a success through 
the efforts of all who participated. Thanks to          
everyone who helped in any way: identifying        
families, purchasing gifts, donating food and/or    
money, the gift of time in sorting, organizing, and 
wrapping gifts, collecting and filling the food baskets 
and goodie bags, and delivering to the families.  Each 
contribution is important for the project’s success.  
We continue to be  humbled by the generosity of our 
St. Thomas community.  Blessings for 2017!   
       Mary Gedelian, Kirstie and Mike Legerski 

IT’S  NOT  TOO  LATE  TO  JOIN US!      
The  St. Thomas Catholic Church Icon Guild is   
sponsoring  a  6-Day iconography workshop with   
Fr. Elias Rafaj  beginning  tomorrow, Monday,     
January 16th.  The  cost  is  $200.  Make checks   
payable to St. Thomas Church and bring to  the    
parish  hall  at  9:30 AM. All materials will be       
provided.  The dates and times of the workshop   

 

 
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  

in the parish hall 
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Father Fred writes... Christmas Season ended 

this past Monday with the celebration of the Baptism of 
the Lord. We now start Ordinary Time. “Ordinary” 
means “numbered”. There are 34 Sundays which are 
“numbered” during the Church’s calendar year, ending 
with the Solemnity of Christ the King of the Universe. 
This Church year we will be using  Matthew’s gospel 
for many of our Sunday readings. To help orient us in 
our study of this gospel this year, let me share with you 
some information that I found about the gospel in a 
monthly magazine called Celebration.  Matthew’s    
gospel was most likely written around 85-90 A.D.,  
possibly in the large city of Antioch, the capital of   
ancient Syria, which had a significant Jewish          
population. Based on the text… we surmise that      
Matthew is writing for a community who is undergoing 
a change of identity and direction,  similar to the    
Catholic Christian community of  today…. Matthew’s 
community is a Jewish  community who accepted Jesus 
as the Messiah and the resurrected Son of God. They 
value their  upbringing as Jews, their Torah, their     
rituals, and their identity as Jews, and are convinced 
that Jesus is the one whom the Torah, prophets and 
writings have all been pointing…. Yet, they are in   
conflict with other Jews who do not accept Jesus as the 
long-awaited Messiah. These Jews criticize the Jews of 
Matthew’s community for not being in line with current 
Jewish thinking and practice. This situation creates a 
real identity crisis for Matthew’s Jewish  community. 
Who are they to believe and follow? Who are the     
correct, proper and authoritative teachers? They do 
not want to reject their Jewishness for it is the very 
core of their faith lives and identity. Yet it is a Jewish-
ness that is now viewed through the Jesus lens. What 
are they to do, think and feel? How are they to act? ... 
The community fashions their Gospel story of Jesus to 
address these crucial issues. Matthew begins with a 
prologue, the first part of which is a genealogy        
establishing Jesus as a Jew… a Jew par excellence in 
touch with the heart of Judaism. Yet, at the same time, 
Jesus is identified with Emmanuel, “God with us,” who 
will accomplish the role of the Messiah to save and 
restore God’s people…. The Gospel throughout is 
filled with fulfillment passages, (for example, “All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophets:” 1:22). For Matthew’s community these    
passages emphasize and seek to prove that Jesus is the 
long-awaited Messiah whom the prophets and the    
entire Jewish scriptures had longed for and actually 
predicted. With diligent care Jesus gathers those who 
will listen to him as a teacher and Lord, understand all 
that the teacher says and does, and then are ready to 
go and to do the same.  

It’s Time!  
 Interviews for Adult Confirmation  

will begin     
January 09, 2017 through January 20, 2017. 

 

Candidates must be: 

• Beyond high school age and have not been 
Confirmed 

• Baptized Catholic and has received first  
       Communion 

If married, they are married in the Catholic faith 
or have an irregular marriage corrected before              
Confirmation 
 

Please contact Kathy Boscarino, DRE  
in the church office for more information or  
to set up an interview at (936) 295-8159 or  
kboscarino@saintthomashuntsville.org 



St. Thomas the Apostle Youth  

 
Contact Information  

 

Kathy Boscarino, DRE/YM 
 

kboscarino@saintthomashuntsville.org 
 

(936) 520-6524 
 

http://www.saintthomashuntsville.org 

Weekly Events 
 

Sundays  CCE 9:15 am—10:30 am 
    Edge (6th –8th grade) CCE Bldg 
     Lifeteen (9th– 12th) CSC 
 

Wednesdays STAY  Youth Night 
    6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. Youth Cntr 
 

2nd Thursday of Each Month  
     STAY  Edge Night  6:00pm—7:30pm 

 Bring your Youth to the EDGE ! 
 

 √ Active Learning  - Youth are actively engaged in learning their faith. 

 √ Socials  - Edge socials are held on the 2nd Thursday of each Month in the Youth Center from 6:00-7:30 

 √ Retreats  -  Lenten Retreat  10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  3/18/2017 

 √ Archdiocesan Events  - Junior High Youth Rally 2/25/17 ( registration forms due now.  Cost $40 

 √ Opportunity to serve  - There is plenty of room for our 6th –8th graders to sing in the choir  
     or to serve at the altar. Contact Rick for Music, Mrs. B for Altar Serving. 

 √  Opportunities for parent involvement  - Each week we will have information about what was 
        taught during Edge with discussion starters.   

  Designed especially for our 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
youth, Edge offers educational, social and spiritual 
experiences leading our youth closer to Christ and 
His church. 

Up-Coming Events 
♦ Edge (CCE) Sunday 9:05-10:20 in the CCE building 
♦ Junior High Youth Rally—2/25/2017 Cost $40.  Registration forms are due now.   
        Pick them up during Edge, at the church office or download from parish website  
        www.saintthomashuntsville.org 
 

Up-coming Events 
  †  Sunday 1/15/2017  Life Teen 9:05-10:20 
  †  Wed 1/18/2017      STAY Life Night 6:30-8:30  
        In the Youth Center 
  †  Fri 7/28-Sun 7/30  AYC—Archdiocesan Youth  
      Rally fundraisers begin with the  
      Valentines dinner on 2/11/17 
 
All youth are invited to share their talents during Mass 
In the Choir, as lectors, and Altar Servers.  Please contact 
Mrs. B for more information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works.    Psalm 139:14 



CONTEMPLATIVE WEDNESDAY         
MORNINGS FOR WOMEN 

 

“Praying with the Eyes, Ears, and Heart of a Believer” 
Praying with Mary, Theotokos: Mother of God 

9:00-12:30 p.m. Minimum offering: $20 
 

Cenacle Retreat House, 420 N. Kirkwood, Houston, TX 
77079 

281-497-3131 

MARIA GORETTI SUPPORT GROUP... New 
support group for those afflicted with any type of abuse 
(physical,     sexual, emotional, spiritual or mental) will 
begin to meet at 7:00 pm on the third Monday of every 
month in  downtown Houston at the Cathedral Centre 
(1701 San Jacinto Street, Houston, TX 77002). For more 
info about the Maria Goretti Network that is sponsoring 
this support group, go to www.mgoretti.org/ or call      
713-851-3708.  

     Palabras del Padre Fred…  La temporada navideña terminó el pasado lunes con la celebración 
del Bautismo del Señor. Comenzamos ahora el Tiempo Ordinario. "Ordinario" significa "numerado". 
Hay 34 domingos que son "numerados" durante el año calendario de la Iglesia, terminando con la Solem-
nidad de Cristo Rey del Universo. Este año de la Iglesia vamos a usar el evangelio de Mateo para muchas 
de nuestras lecturas dominicales. Para ayudar a orientarnos en nuestro estudio de este evangelio este año, 
permítanme compartir con ustedes alguna información que encontré sobre el evangelio en una revista 
mensual llamada Celebración. El evangelio de Mateo probablemente fue escrito alrededor de 85-90 A.D., 
posiblemente en la gran ciudad de Antioquía, la capital de la antigua Siria, que tenía una población judía 
significativa. Sobre la base del texto... suponemos que Mateo está escribiendo para una comunidad que está 
experimentando un cambio de identidad y dirección, similar a la comunidad Cristiana Católica de hoy.... La 
comunidad de Mateo es una comunidad Judía que aceptó a Jesús como el Mesías y el Hijo de Dios resucita-
do. Valoran su educación como judíos, su Torá, sus rituales y su identidad como judíos, y están convencidos 
de que Jesús es el que la Torá, los profetas y los escritos han estado señalando.... Sin embargo, están en con-
flicto con otros judíos que no aceptan a Jesús como el Mesías tan esperado. Estos judíos critican a los judíos 
de la comunidad de Mateo por no estar en línea con el pensamiento y la práctica judío actual.  Esta situación 
crea una verdadera crisis de identidad para la comunidad judía de Mateo. ¿Quiénes son ellos para creer y 
seguir? ¿Quiénes son los maestros correctos, apropiados y con autoridad? No quieren rechazar su judaísmo 
porque es el núcleo mismo de su vida de fe e identidad. Sin embargo, es un judaísmo que ahora se ve a través 
de la lente de Jesús. ¿Qué deben hacer, pensar y sentir? ¿Cómo deben actuar? ... La comunidad modela su 
historia evangélica de Jesús para abordar estos asuntos cruciales. Mateo comienza con un prólogo, cuya pri-
mera parte es una genealogía que establece a Jesús como judío... un judío por excelencia en contacto con el 
corazón del judaísmo. Sin embargo, al mismo tiempo, Jesús se identifica con Emmanuel, "Dios con nosotros", 
que cumplirá el papel del Mesías para salvar y restaurar al pueblo de Dios.... El Evangelio en todas partes 
está lleno de pasajes de cumplimiento, (por ejemplo, "Todo esto tuvo lugar para cumplir lo que el Señor había 
dicho por medio de los profetas:" 1:22). Para la comunidad de Mateo estos pasajes enfatizan y bus-
can probar que Jesús es el Mesías esperado desde hace mucho tiempo que los profetas y todas las escrituras 
judías habían anhelado y predijo. Con diligente cuidado, Jesús reúne a aquellos que le escuchan como maes-
tro y Señor, entienden todo lo que el maestro dice y hace, y entonces están listos para ir y hacer lo mismo. 

¡Es hora! 
Las entrevistas para  Confirmación de Adultos  

comenzarán el  
9 de Enero 2017 hasta el 20 de Enero 2017.  

 

Los candidatos deben: 
 

• Haber terminado la escuela secundaria y no 
estar confirmados 
 

• Haber sido bautizados en la fe católica y   
haber recibido la Primera Comunión 
 

Si son casados, que sea por la fe católica o si 
tienen un matrimonio irregular, debe ser           
corregido antes de ser Confirmado 
 

Póngase en contacto con Kathy Boscarino, 
DRE  

en la oficina parroquial para programar su          
entrevista. Llamar al (936)295-8159 o  

kboscarino@saintthomashuntsville.org 

GOD KNOWS BEST…  God’s creative wisdom was at its best when making humans. There are four holes in 
the head for information to go in, and only one for it to go out.  —Anonymous 




