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MASS INTENTIONS of the WEEK

5:30 pm | Linda Skains (birthday)

7:45 am | Parishioners

10:45 am | Ellen Damiani

12:30 pm | Santos Jimenez

5:30 pm | CSC Intentions

No Mass

7:15 am | Rev. Chales Borski, OMI

7:15 am [ Chad Wagamon

7:15 am | Paulette See

7:15 am | Ken Larson

5:30 pm [ Joan Meranda

7:45 am | Ralph Losack, Sr

10:45 am | Emily Gallegos
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12:30 pm | Parishioners

5:30 pm | CSC Intentions

Stewardship for February Sth: $ 13,371.52
St. Thomas Mission: $ 2,525.45

Thank you for your parish support!

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
RECUERDEN EN SUS ORACIONES

Judy Adib, Veronica Antwi, James Aubey, Irma Avalos,
Gene Barrett, Jordan Bergeron, Chelsea Brown, Fidelis
Burton, Phillip Caito, Sunni Cook, Sabrina Coronado,
Terry Corral, Melanie Davis, Tom and Erin Degnan, Jose
Luis Ecamilla, Carrie, Justin, and Abby Claire Faltysek,
Paul Fivel, Diane Fuller, Mary Gedelian, Mary Hall,
Sandra Kilgore, Kevin Kretzschmar, Dorothy Laskoskie,
Al Losack, Don Marcotte, Sam and Marie Martinez, Coby
Meinzer, Donna Moore, Floyd and Maryann Moore,
Lourdes Mosqueda, Craig Orr, Brenda Pifieda, John Raia,
Lillian Rodriguez, Lydia Rodriguez, Maria Ines Rodriguez,
Margaret Rozell, Ana Marie Santos, John Sarley, Jerry
Seaton, Cindy Schwanke, Lorayne Shaw, Kayden Bryn
Shipley, Linda Skains, Cheryl Smith, Elizabeth Speck,
Tim Speck, Dorothea Stachowiak, Kathy Spivey, Kathy
Stoltz, Dorothy Townsend, Matthew Varnum, Maria
Elena Valencia, Leo Vasquez, Alma Williams, Charlotte
Rose Winkler, Rose Youngblood.

Weekly Readings

GN 4:1-15, 25; MK 8:11-13

GN 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; MK 8:14-21
GN 8:6-13, 20-22; MK 8:22-26
GN 9:1-13; MK 8:27-33

GN 11:1-9; MK 8:34—9:1

HEB 11:1-7; MK 9:2-13

LV 19:1-2, 17-18; 1 COR 3:16-23;
MT 5:38-48

FOLLOW ME

Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John

Being Catholic takes more than simply believing
in God or doing what he asks of us.
Jesus wants you to be more than just a believer—
he wants you to be his disciple and friend.
To help you answer this call to a
deeper friendship with Christ.
St. Thomas Adult Faith Formation will begin

Follow Me: Meeting Jesus
in the Gospel of John

starting
February 14, 2017 through April 05, 2017
on Tuesdays, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
in the Parish Hall.

For more information or to register,

please contact Susan Hightower or

Kathy Boscarino at 936-295-8159 or
kboscarino@ saintthomashuntsville.org.

Cost is $17.00




Father Fred writes...

lot of controversy regarding immigration to the United
States. We all have our opinions. What does the church
teach on this matter? There is a lot of good educational
information on the bishops’ web page: www.usccb.org.
Let me share with you what the president (Cardinal
DiNardo) and the vice-president (Archbishop José¢ Gomez
of Los Angeles) recently wrote: President Trump's
executive order suspends the entry of refugees into the
United States for 120 days. The order also indefinitely
stops the admission of Syrian refugees and for 90 days,
bars individuals from seven predominantly Muslim
countries. “Over the past several days, many brother
bishops have spoken out in defense of God's people. We
are grateful for their witness. Now, we call upon all the
Catholic faithful to join us as we unite our voices with all
who speak in defense of human dignity. The bond
between Christians and Muslims is founded on the
unbreakable strength of charity and justice. The Second
Vatican Council in Nostra Aetate urged us to sincerely
work toward a mutual understanding that would "promote
together for the benefit of all mankind social justice and
moral welfare, as well as peace and freedom." The Church
will not waver in her defense of our sisters and brothers of
all faiths who suffer at the hands of merciless persecutors.
The refugees fleeing from ISIS and other extremists are
sacrificing all they have in the name of peace and
freedom. Often, they could be spared if only they
surrendered to the violent vision of their tormentors. They
stand firm in their faith. Many are families, no different
from yours or mine, seeking safety and security for their
children. Our nation should welcome them as allies in a
common fight against evil. We must screen vigilantly for
infiltrators who would do us harm, but we must always be
equally vigilant in our welcome of friends. The Lord Jesus
fled the tyranny of Herod, was falsely accused and then
deserted by his friends. He had nowhere to lay His head
(Lk. 9:58). Welcoming the stranger and those in flight is
not one option among many in the Christian life. It is the
very form of Christianity itself. Our actions must remind
people of Jesus. The actions of our government must
remind people of basic humanity. Where our brothers and
sisters suffer rejection and abandonment we will lift our
voice on their behalf. We will welcome them and receive
them. They are Jesus and the Church will not turn away
from Him. Our desire is not to enter the political arena,
but rather to proclaim Christ alive in the world today. In
the very moment a family abandons their home under
threat of death, Jesus is present. And He says to each of
us, "whatever you did for one of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me" (MT 25:40)”.

There has been a

. [ ,a o
. //z;a//’ f 2 Ml@(ﬁk& & ‘ﬂay :

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS... will have a
meeting on Monday, Feb.13th at 6:30 PM in the
parish hall.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SPAGHETTI
DINNER ... on Thursday, February 16th from
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM in the parish hall . Your love
donations will support the KC scholarship fund.

THANK YOU for your support!

Marriage & the Catholic Church
What is an annulment? (2nd of 3 parts)

Although The Church presumes all marriages to be valid
and binding until death of one of the spouses (1 Cor. 7:39;
Rom.7:2-3), the opposite may be true. If sufficient
evidence shows that a particular marriage is invalid, the
original presumption of validity no longer holds. The
quality of the spouses’ consent given at the time of the
marriage ceremony is of extreme importance. If a person
did not fully comprehend the nature of marriage prior to
consent, or did not freely give consent, or did not intend
marriage as understood by the Church (i.e., permanence,
fidelity, openness to children, etc.), or was not capable of
fulfilling the rights and duties of marriage, then the person
entered into a relationship that lacked a key element(s) of
marriage as understood by the Catholic Church. Thus
when a marriage does not reflect this understanding, then
it is considered “invalid” or “null.”

Source: http://www.archgh.org/default/Tribunal/
new/2015-Frequently%20Asked %20Questions-
Web.pdf

If you have any questions, please call
Fr. Fred Valone (936)295-8159.

“GO MAKE DISCIPLES”
2017 DIOCESAN SERVICES FUND

If you have not already offered your pledge in this year’s
Diocesan Services Fund (DSF), please do so today. DSF
2017 is focused on us, the Church, as we Go Make
Disciples with your gifts, which will benefit ministries
that serve thousands and thousands of our brothers and
sisters in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. Through
your generous support of DSF, we bring Christ’s comfort
and care to the many pressing needs that cannot be
addressed individually or by one parish alone. Our parish
goal for 2017 is $37,000. With every parish family’s full
participation, we will surely exceed this amount and do
our share to help so many in need, advancing the work of
the Church in our community. To give online, please visit
www.archgh.org/dsf. For those of you who have already
responded with a gift, please accept our sincere gratitude.




, Time: 6:00-7:30
60{96 NL@Mt Where: Youth Center

This week we talked about various types of prayer—contemplative,

When: Thursday } Dear Parents,

meditation, and Lectio Divina. In contemplative prayer we simply
listen. In listening, we focus on Jesus who leads us to the Father. Medi-
tation uses our thoughts imagination and emotions to Get in touch with
God. In Lectio Divina we reflect on scripture which will lead to the
meditation on specific passages.

Discussion starters: Ask your youth which prayer type did they related
to the most and why.

Family Activity: As a family, share your favorite scripture with your
children. Share why it is important to you. Ask them if they have a
favorite scripture. As a family, reflect on today’s gospel.

Up-Coming Bvents Altar Server Training
¢ Edge (CCE) Sunday 9:05-10:20 in the CCE building When: 2/20/2017 from 6-8
¢ Edge Night Thursday 3/9/2017, 6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center | Where: Youth Building

'y
® Designed especially for our 6th, 7th and 8th grade
youth, Edge offers educational, social and spiritual
experiences leading our youth closer to Christ and

Catholic Middle School Ministry | His church.

7

| Praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works. Psalm 139:14

Leading Teens Closer to Christ

OLIFE TEEN
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Up-coming Events
1 Sunday 2/12/2017 Life Teen 9:05-10:20

1t wed 2/15/2017 STAY Life Night 6:30-8:30
In the Youth Center

1 Fri 7/28-Sun 7/30 AYC—Archdiocesan Youth Rally

Contact Information WeeRly Events

Sundays CCE 9:05 a.m.—10:20 a.m.
Edge (6th —8th grade) CCE Bldg
Lifeteen (9th— 12th) Youth Bldg

Wednesdays  STAY Youth Night

(936) 520-6524 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. Youth Center

2nd Thursday of Each Month

http://www.saintthomashuntsville.org STAY Edge Night 6:00pm—7:30pm

Kathy Boscarino, DRE/YM

kboscarino@saintthomashuntsville.org

St. Thomas the Apostle Youth




®Palabras del Padre Fred... Ha habido mucha controversia con respecto a la inmigracion a los Esta-

dos Unidos. Todos tenemos nuestra opinion. ;Qué ensefia la iglesia sobre este asunto? Hay mucha infor-
macion educativa en la pagina web de los obispos: www.usccb.org. Permitanme compartir con ustedes lo
que el presidente (Cardenal DiNardo) y el vicepresidente (Arzobispo José Gémez de Los Angeles)
escribieron recientemente: La orden ejecutiva del presidente Trump suspende la entrada de refugiados
a los Estados Unidos durante 120 dias. La orden también detiene indefinidamente la admision de refugia-
dos sirios y, durante 90 dias, bloquea el ingreso de personas de siete paises predominantemente musul-
manes. “Durante los dltimos dias, muchos hermanos obispos han hablado en defensa del pueblo de Dios.
Estamos agradecidos por su testimonio. Ahora, invitamos a todos los fieles catélicos a sumarse a nosotros
a unir nuestras voces con todos los que hablan en defensa de la dignidad humana. El vinculo entre cris-
tianos y musulmanes se basa en la fuerza inquebrantable de la caridad y la justicia. En Nostra Aetate, el
Concilio Vaticano II nos insté a trabajar sinceramente por un entendimiento mutuo en el que todos
"procuren y promuevan unidos la justicia social, los bienes morales, la paz y la libertad para todos los
hombres". La Iglesia no renunciara en su defensa de nuestros hermanos y hermanas de todas las reli-
giones que sufren a manos de perseguidores despiadados. Los refugiados que huyen del ISIS y otros
grupos extremistas estan sacrificando todo lo que tienen en nombre de la paz y la libertad. A menudo po-
drian ser perdonados si tan sélo se rindieran a la vision violenta de sus torturadores. Sin embargo, se
mantienen firmes en su fe. Muchos constituyen familias, no diferentes de la de usted o de la mia, que bus-
can proteccion y seguridad para sus hijos. Nuestra nacion debe acogerlos como aliados en una lucha
comun contra el mal. Tenemos que estar vigilantes para detectar infiltrados que quisieran hacernos daiio,
pero siempre debemos ser igualmente vigilantes a la hora de acoger amigos. El Sefior Jests huyé de la
tirania de Herodes, fue falsamente acusado y luego abandonado por sus amigos. No tenia donde reclinar
su cabeza (Lc 9:58). Acoger al extranjero y a los que estan huyendo no es una opciéon entre muchas en la
vida cristiana. Es la forma misma del cristianismo en si. Nuestras acciones deben hacer que la gente
recuerde a Jesus. Las acciones de nuestro gobierno deben hacer que la gente recuerde la humanidad basi-
ca. Cuando nuestros hermanos y hermanas sufran rechazo y abandono, nosotros elevaremos nuestra voz

en su favor. Los acogeremos y los recibiremos. Ellos son Jests, y la Iglesia no se apartara de El. Nuestro
deseo no es entrar en el terreno politico, sino anunciar a Cristo vivo en el mundo de hoy. En el momento
mismo en que una familia abandona su hogar bajo amenaza de muerte, Jestis esti presente. Y Kl nos dice
a cada uno de nosotros: ""todo lo que hicieron por uno de estos mis hermanos mas pequeiios, lo hicieron
por mi" (Mt 25:40)”.

"VAYAN Y FORMEN DISCIPULOS” FONDO DE
SERVICIOS DIOCESANOS 2017... Sino han ofrecido
ya su promesa para el Fondo de Servicios Diocesanos (DSF)
de este aflo, por favor hdganlo hoy mismo. E1 DSF del 2017 se
enfoca en nosotros, la Iglesia, al Ir y Formar Discipulos con
sus donativos, los cuales beneficiaran ministerios que prestan
servicios a miles y miles de nuestros hermanos y hermanas en
la Arquidiocesis de Galveston-Houston. A través de su
generoso apoyo al DSF, proporcionamos el aliento y cuidado
de Cristo a las muchas y urgentes necesidades que no pueden
ser atendidas individualmente, o por una sola parroquia. La
meta de nuestra parroquia para el afio 2017 es de $37,000.
Con la completa participacion de cada familia en todas y cada
una de las parroquias, seguramente rebasaremos esta cantidad
y pondremos nuestro grano de arena para ayudar a tantos que
lo necesitan, cumpliendo con la labor de la Iglesia en nuestra

PARISH BOOKKEEPER NEEDED

St. Thomas parish has an opening for
a parish bookkeeper.

Job responsibilities include

maintaining parish accounting
software

performing all IRS payroll tax
reporting

processing parish payroll
Maintaining  accurate  PTO
records

We require at least 2 years of
college level studies in accounting or
5 years of work experience. Bilingual

comunidad. Para donar por internet, por favor visite la pagina
www.archgh.org/dsf. Aquellos que ya han respondido con una
donacion, por favor acepten nuestra sincera gratitud.

language capabilities are preferred.

Contact the parish office if interested
in the position. 936-295-5189




ARCHDIOCESAN RESPECT LIFE
MASS... The Annual Archdiocesan Respect
Life Mass will be held on Saturday, February 18
at 5:00 p.m. at the CoCathedral of the Sacred
Heart with Daniel Cardinal DiNardo as presider.
Reception at the Cathedral Centre (3rd floor)
immediately following Mass. Please RSVP for
the reception at respectlife@archgh.org or
phone (713) 440-3443. Enter Cathedral Centre
through San Jacinto entrance. Parking available
at the Amegy garage and the Chancery lot.

REFLECTION... That we truly love for love’s

sake and love not because of obligation.

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20

The scribes and Pharisees lived according to the
letter of the law and they used this to elevate
themselves above the other people. Jesus is clear —
it’s the love that you have in your heart that will get
you to heaven. Simply following church rules out of
obligation, not love, does not put you on the path to
heaven. Attending Mass on Sunday and then
gossiping about a fellow parishioner on the parking
lot is an example of a modern day Pharisee.

REFLEXION... Que realmente amemos por

amor y no por obligacion.

"Por eso les digo, a menos que su rectitud supere la
de los escribas y fariseos, nunca entraran en el reino
de los cielos." Mateo 5:20

Los escribas y los fariseos vivian segun la letra de la
ley y usaban esto para elevarse por encima de los
demas. Jesus es claro - es el amor que tienes en tu
corazén lo que te llevard al cielo. Simplemente
siguiendo las reglas de la iglesia por obligacion, no
por amor, no te pone en el camino hacia el cielo.
Asistir a misa el domingo y luego chismear sobre
otros feligreses en el estacionamiento es un ejemplo
de un fariseo moderno.

‘p b Q ’.

Felle Dia do San Vabontin @
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
THEOLOGY OF THE 807%

What is the meaning and purpose of my life?
How do I find happiness and fulfillment?

If you’re wondering if there’s more to life than just
“getting by” and are ready to focus on what really
matters, then discover the extraordinary and fulfilling
vision for life, as it offers a new way to authentically see
yourself, your faith, your relationships and your world.

Given to us by Saint John Paul the Great, the Theology
of the Body is renewing marriages, awakening
vocations, healing deep personal wounds, and setting
people free to live the life of greatness to which we are
called.

In An Introduction to the Theology of the Body:
Discovering the Master Plan for Your Life, an adult
faith formation program, renowned author and
theologian Christopher West unfolds God’s extraordi-
nary plan for all of humanity. If you desire to live out
the fullest meaning and purpose of your life, then join
us for this amazing discovery!

This DVD and workbook study will be held on eight
Wednesday nights beginning February 15, 2017 at
6:00 p.m. in the Adult Education Bldg. The cost is only
$13.00. For more information and to register, contact

Kathy at (936) 295-8159 or
kboscarino @ saintthomashuntville.org

DISCOVERING THE MASTER PLAN FOR YOUR
LIFE

éQUE SIGUE? ENCONTRANDO
R ESPUESTAS CON FE.

Retiro para Jévenes de 18-35 afios de edad (solteros)
Experimente la espiritualidad ignaciana.

3 al 5 de Marzo 2017
Cameron Retreat Center
2403 Holcombe Blvd. Houston, TX 77021

Costo - $50 por persona incluye hospedaje,
comida y material.

Fecha limite de inscripcidn : 24 de febrero

Inscribase visitando —

Para mas informacién comuniquese a la oficina al 713-741-8778 o mochca@archgh.org
La Oficina de Jéovenes Adultos y Pastoral Universitaria es miembro de Charis Partner Program.




