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THE CHALLENGE OF] ®OUR LADY
OF GUADALUPE
byBi shop Robert :lBarron
December 11, 201§
The following texXt] is a homily Bishop
Barron preached flojr the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe]l | A Spanish versio
i's avaieltaebl e
AA great sign appdgared in the sky, a
womaml ot hed with he sun, wi t h
the moon under Nelr feet, and on
her head a crown| ef twelve stars. o
Revelation 12:1
How wonderf ul t hialt Our Lady of
Guadal upe appears as a pre;Lant woman c¢clothed in the
sun! lbmokhef RevelationinMapulpti & hdesscri be
manner (Rev 12:1) . But we shoul d not approach t his
symbolism in a superficial ar merely sentiment al way. " h e
woman c¢cl othed in the sun and with the moon at her feet |is
portrayed in Revelation precli sely as a warrior. Confrortin
her is a terrible dragon ingtlent upon devouring her chi d
soon as it is born. Throughl |Godds grace, the child is ijn f
delivered from danger, but Jtlhe dragon is furious, sendifng
torrent of water from its mputh to sweep the mother and
child away In the wake of |tphe childbés birth, moreover,| a
breaks out in heaven between] the dragon and Michael and
his angel s
The Lady of Tepeyac is a wphjfrior as wel/. To Juan Di eg|o
she said, Al am the ever Vdaqain Mary, Mot her of the True|] Go
In so saying, sthler ovmisndedtri dgfpang z idre
any false claimant to that Jtjitl e. Standing in front of Jt he
and upon the moon, with thefrptars of heaven arrayed on
cl oak, the Lady was showing fJher superiority to the cosllni
el ements worshipped by the |JAztecs. The gods in questio
were 4HdHlhoodty divinities, salnctioning i mperialistic war
and demanding human sacrifilde. Mary announced herself
as the mother of a God who]l] [demanded no violence, and
who instead took upon hi msellff, as an act of |l ove, al | qf t
vi ol ence of the worl d. She] Was thereby effectively calflin
out the false gods in the njajme of the true God.
For the rest ofitthe:ar twiwevl evor glojnt exr e. or g/
resourcesfcaratlil-cefmeglica by uadal upe/J50010/
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