ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Dear friends,

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent and the last Sunday before Christmas. The readings
prepare us to witness Christ's birth by showing us how Jesus was recognized as Israel's
long-awaited Messiah even before his birth. In a few days’ time we will be celebrating
Christmas and today’s Mass prepares us for that great event.

Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement by the angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit
Elizabeth, her cousin, who is also with child. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and sings Mary's praise
at the sound of Mary’s voice. “Why should I be honored with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the
moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy” Elizabeth tells Mary. Surely, it
is only through faith and the inspiration of the Spirit that she could recognize in her younger cousin the
Mother of her Lord.

It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider the role of Mary in God's plan of salvation.
Elizabeth describes Mary as the first disciple, as the one who believed that God's word to her would be
fulfilled. Mary's faith enabled her to recognize the plan of God for humanity and in her own life. Her
openness to God allowed God to work through her so that salvation might come to everyone. Because of
this, Mary is a model and symbol of the Church. May we like Mary, open and cooperative in God's plan for
us as individual and for the salvation of the whole world.

The beauty of what we celebrate in this Holy Season is this, what Eve destroyed by not cooperating with
God, Mary restored by her obedience. She became the tabernacle of the Most High God as the Holy Spirit
overshadowed her. We too are invited to cleanse our hearts to receive Jesus, thereby becoming a dwelling
place for God too. St. Paul says: “Do you not realized that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is
in you and whom you receive from God? You are not your own property, then; you have been bought at a
price. So use your body for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 6: 19-20). We pray today that Mary the Mother
of Jesus will pray for us as we continue our pilgrimage to heaven.

Christmas Mass Schedule: This year’s Christmas celebration falls on a weekend, Masses will follow the
regular weekend Mass schedules, except for midnight Mass at 12 Midnight. Christmas is an exciting time of
the year. Jesus came to this world for you and me; let us celebrate him in the poor, lonely, sick, hungry and
dying. In that way you bring Hope, Peace, Joy and Love that this Holy Season represents. WISHING YOU
ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

Merry Christmas!!

Fr. Jude Uche, MSP
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CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO

God
Saturday, December 31

CHURCH CALENDAR Monetary Stewardship
SuNDAY DECEMBER 18 . )
10 am First Reconciliation Class Collection Last Week:
1-4 nfirmation Cl

pm Co on Class Regular: $4,536.00
MonNDAY DECEMBER 19 Online: _$ 287.90

Total $ 4,823.90
TuEs ECEMB Immaculate Conception
oAy D R 20 Immacngast; 7C0(:)nce tion
8 am Men's Group— OLOG Room ’
6 pm TNMC Parish Mission
$ 646.00
'WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 21
No Faith Formation Retired Clergy & Religious
1,264.00
THURSDAY DECEMBER 22
FrRIDAY DECEMBER 23 ... remembering the words of
OF o the Lord who said, It is more
Office Close : !
7 pm Posada Grupo de Oracion blessed té) A%éeztg%@;? (RACGIRE
SATURDAY DECEMBER 24
5:30 Christmas Eve Mass
12 am Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
SUNDAY DECEMBER 25 Building for Our Lord
Christmas Day C 2
9 am English Mass ampasn
> Construyendo Para Nuestro
11 am Spanish Mass
Senor
Total Pledge To Date:
: A “: $1,421,876.00
M 3&5 - Amount Collected To Date:
’gk = $810,000.00
Pledges to be Redeemed:
$526,020.00
Christmas Mass Schedule Paid Diocese Months of December
$30,000.00
Saturday, December 24
5:30 pm Loan Balance to Date:
12:00 am Midnight $561,294.44
Sunday, December 25 Original Loan Total
9:00am English11:00 am Spanish $800,000.00
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DECEMBER 11, 2016

Mass Intentions

Roy Stermer +

Nicholas Pritchett
Zoe Villat+/Fam Arias (Anniversary)

Jerry Soto +
Nicholas Pritchett
Stewart Smith +
Eva Piatek (Graces & Health)
St. Stephen’s Parishioners
Nicholas Pritchett
St. Stephen’s Parishioners

Mass
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Lector
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Ushers /
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M Doskocil

Ministers of
Eucharist

Tamara A
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Jennifer Mc
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9:00 L Rohaly J Delio S Starnes Deacon Ernie
AM J Canales L Hossfield E Alvarez G Pritchett
A Patten G Reihsen D Alvarez
A Mazoch
E Mazoch
11:00 R Urquiza F Ramirez J Rocha M Ramos
AM E Olalde J Perez B Rocha L Perez
S Perez Moises V Oliva
D Arias B Martinez
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Faith Formation

20

No Classes December 21 & 28

Christmas Holiday

Mass Intention

If you would like to have a special mass intention
simply grab a mass intention envelope fill the
information in and drop it in the collection basket

or call the office to schedule one.

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of

5:30 pm

Sunday January 1
9:00 am English
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The men’s group meets every
Tuesday morning at 8 am in the

Grlfpo de Oracion

Grupo de Oracion Fe y Esperanza

OLOG Room. If you have any
questions please contact Robert

Tendra su tradicional Posada el 23 de
Diciembre a las 7 pm
Ven a celebrar con nosotros nuestras

Michalewicz. tradiciones.
RESPECT FOR LIFE
FAITH FORMATION Office Close
) Faith Formation
Stop by the Respect for Life table each mass. Classes will The office will be
As we prepare for the birth of Jesus, let us Resume next Wednesday || close December 23 & M
remember the Serene Attention to God’s January 4 o Ol e k
Creation.




