


MERCY MOMENT                                   
March 17 – “As a gift to humanity, which sometimes seems bewildered and overwhelmed by the power of evil, 
selfishness, and fear, the Risen Lord offers His love that pardons, reconciles, and reopens hearts to love.  It is a love 
that converts hearts and gives peace.  How much the world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy!                                                                                                                                              
Lord, who reveals the Father’s love by Your death and Resurrection, we believe in You and confidently repeat to 
You today: Jesus, I trust in You, have mercy upon us and upon the whole world.”  (St. Pope John Paul II,            
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 2005) 
March 18 – “O Lord, my God, You are all the good I have…. Remember Your mercies, and fill my heart with 
Your grace, You who do not want Your works to be for nothing.  How can I live with myself in this unhappy life 
unless Your mercy and grace comfort me?  Do not turn Your face from me, do not delay coming to me, do not take 
away the comfort of Your love, lest my soul be like a parched land, thirsty for You….”  (Thomas a’ Kempis,     
THE IMITATION OF CHRIST) 
March 19 – [Jesus told Faustina] “Souls who spread the honor of My mercy I shield through their entire lives 
as a tender mother her infant, and at the hour of death I will not be a Judge for them, but the Merciful Sav-
ior.  At that last hour, a soul has nothing with which to defend itself except My mercy.  Happy is the soul that 
during its lifetime immersed itself in the Fountain of Mercy, because justice will have no hold on it.”  (Faustina, 1075) 
March 20 – “Mercy is the central nucleus of the Gospel message; it is the very name of God, the face with which He revealed Himself 
in the Old Covenant and fully in Jesus Christ, the incarnation of creative and redemptive Love.  May this merciful love also shine on the 
face of the Church and show itself through the sacraments, in particular that of Reconciliation, and in works of charity, both communitar-
ian and individual.  May all that the Church says and does manifest the mercy God feels for man.”  (Pope Benedict XVI, Regina Caeli 
address, March 30, 2008) 
March 21 –  “How happy I am to see myself imperfect and in need of God’s mercy.”  (St. Therese of Lisieux) 
March 22 – “Let souls who are striving for perfection particularly adore My mercy, because the abundance of graces which I 
grant them flows from My mercy.  I desire that these souls distinguish themselves by boundless trust in My mercy.  I myself will 
attend to the sanctification of such souls.  I will provide them with everything they will need to attain sanctity…. Souls that trust 
boundlessly are a great comfort to Me, because I pour all the treasures of My graces into them.  I rejoice that they ask for much, 
because it is my desire to give much, very much.”  (Jesus to Faustina, 1578) 
March 23 – “Bless the Lord, my soul: all my being, bless his holy name!  Bless the Lord, my soul; and do not forget all his gifts, Who 
pardons all your sins, and heals all your ills, Who redeems your life from the pit, and crowns you with mercy and compassion, Who fills 
your days with good things, so your youth is renewed like the eagle’s…. Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger, abounding in 
mercy.  He will not always accuse, and nurses no lasting anger; He has not dealt with us as our sins merit, nor requited us as our wrongs 
deserve.  For as the heavens tower over the earth, so his mercy towers over those who fear Him.  As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he removed our sins from us.  As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.  
For He knows how we are formed, remembers that we are dust…. But the Lord’s mercy is from age to age, toward those who fear 
Him….” (Psalm 103: 1-5, 8-14, 17) 

With the spiritual pillars of Lent at our disposal, we are on a 40-day journey, a journey to encounter with ourselves, our neighbors and 
our God. Through prayer, we encounter Christ, present in the faces of every member of our human family, so often still walking that 

long road to Calvary. Through fasting, we encounter our own obstacles, those things about ourselves that prevent us 
from loving God and neighbor. Through almsgiving, we encounter our less fortunate brothers and sisters around us, 
asking what can we give up so that others might have life to the fullest. What will you encounter this Lent? 

CRS Rice Bowl is one way Catholics can enhance their Lenten fasting practice -  by giving up meals and donating 
the cost of those meals to Catholic Relief Services in order to help those who do not have enough to eat. Incorporating the pillars of 
prayer, fasting and alms giving, Catholics have created a Lenten ‘Rice Bowl Effect’ that changes lives around the world  

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR RICE BOWL 
Available at both entrances to the Church.     Thank You! 

Registration is now open for Sycamore St. Mary’s     
annual Russell Hustle 5K trail run/2K fun run/walk, at 
Russell Woods in Genoa, IL on Saturday April 13, 
2019. Money raised supports our school scholarship 
fund. T-shirt guaranteed if registered by 3/21. Group 
discounts available for 5K--register by 3/31. T-shirt 
only option also available.    
 

Register at www.raceroster.com, and search Russell 
Hustle. Sponsorship opportunities available. 

ROSARY HIGH SCHOOL 
901 N. Edgelawn Drive, Aurora, Illinois 

A Catholic, College-Prep High School for Young Women 

EXPLORE DAYS 
For Seventh Grade Girls 

April 18  8:15 - 10:30 am 
 

For more information go to www.rosaryhs.com/explore 

SAVE THE DATE-TUESDAY, March 19th 5:00-7:00 pm. 
St. Joseph Table Celebration  

Newman Center Knox Room, 512 Normal Rd., DeKalb 
The dinner will serve as a fundraiser for St. Mary School 8th 

grade for their Washington, DC trip.  
Free will donation. 

See bulletin insert for more information. 

For the latest, up-to-date information about our 
parish, please “Like” our facebook page! You can 

find it at www.facebook.com/StMarydeKalbIl/ 
or check out our website:  http://

stmarydekalb.org 
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