Singing Our Faith
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 10, 2019
Two Fishermen

Text: Suzanne Toolan, SM, b.1927, © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.
Tune: LEAVE ALL THINGS, CMD with refrain; Suzanne Toolan, SM, b.1927, © 1970, GIA Publications, Inc.
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The processional hymn “Two Fisherman” by Sr. Suzanne Toolan
recounts the story in Sunday’s gospel.

On a musical note, the hymn

sounds a lot like “sea shanty” or “work song” given the setting of
the gospel story.

Expanding on the theme of discipleship, Sr. Toolan

adds the names of some of Jesus’ female disciples in verse three.
Verse four pivots from the gospel story to our own lives of
discipleship…
“And you, good Christians, one and all, who’d follow Jesus’ way,
Come, leave behind what keeps you bound to trappings of our day.
And listen as he calls your name to come and follow near,
For still he speaks in varied ways to those his call will hear.”

The disciples were bound to their occupation of fishing. Since
most of us aren’t fishermen, the phrase “trappings of our day” refers
to things that hold us back from seeking a deeper relationship with
Jesus – career obsessions, selfishness, sinful habits, excessive
entertainment and leisure activities, etc. When we let those things go
and spend more time in prayer, we will then see and hear how Jesus
“speaks to us in varied ways.”
The familiar phrase, “God doesn’t call the qualified, he qualifies
the called,” is echoed in all of the scripture readings for Sunday. In
the first reading, Isaiah says, “Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am a
man of unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips; yet my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” In the second reading,
Paul reminds us of his sinful past, “For I am the least of the apostles,
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not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God.” And Peter says in the gospel, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a
sinful man.”

We have likely experienced these feelings, yet, these

scriptures remind us that even the prophets and apostles were far from
perfect.

We are being called today to build the Body of Christ—to

cultivate discipleship in our hearts and in the hearts of others.
The recessional hymn “Go Make of All Disciples” is found below.
Many of the direct scripture quotes from this hymn come from
Matthew’s gospel account of Jesus’ ascension into Heaven.

For the

last few weeks, St. Paul has spoken to us in the second readings
about living in love as members of the Body of Christ.

Check out

stanza three of “Go Make of All Disciples”…
“…Until each life’s vocation shines forth your holy way.
We cultivate the nature God plants in every heart,
Revealing in our witness the Master Teacher’s art.”
Here again, we’re reminded that our gifts and our vocation in life
are for the benefit of the Body of Christ.

In community life, we

encourage one another in our respective vocations, we build up the
Body of Christ with our gifts, we reveal Christ to the world, and we
inspire others to follow him through our witness.
Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy & Music
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Go Make of All Disciples

Text: Matthew 28:19–20; Leon M. Adkins, 1896–1986, alt. © 1964, Abingdon Press
Tune: ELLACOMBE, 7 6 7 6 D; Gesangbuch der Herzogl, Wirtemberg, 1784
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