
ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

MOTHER CHURCH OF THE BERKSHIRES 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Liturgical Celebrations 

Saturday  4:00 PM 
 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

 11:30 AM 
 

Daily Mass  12:10 PM 
 

RCIA  Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 
 

Holy Hour  Monday-Friday, 11:00 AM 
 

Daily Rosary  Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM 
 

Prayer Group 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:45 PM 

The Staff 

Msgr. Michael Shershanovich, Pastor 

Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS, Priest in Residence 

Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro, Deacon 

John Arasimowicz, 

Coordinator of Youth Religious Education 

e-Mail: stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com 

Michele Madden, Secretary 

e-Mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com 

Mrs. Patricia Momnie, Pastoral Minister 
 

St. Josephôs Parish Office 

414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Tel: (413) 445-5789 

Fax: (413) 443-5466 

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

e-Mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com 

Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com St. Josephôs Cemetery 

Mr. Paul Guillou, Superintendent 

Nancy Nolan, Secretary 

Tel: (413) 499-1317 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

All new parents are expected to complete a course of instruction. 

Please consult the parish office for classes. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 3:00-3:45PM 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 

Couples should contact the parish office at least one year prior to the wedding. 

New Parishioners should register at the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you to the 

parish family and hope you will become involved with your time, talent and treasure. 

Ministry to the Sick and Parishioners confined to home have visitations that are scheduled on a 

regular basis. Please notify the parish office to make arrangements. 

Religious Education Classes are held at St. Joseph’s High School following the 9:00 AM Mass 

for all public school students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for Sacraments. 

 



LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS AVAILABLE  TO THOSE WHO CANNOT TOLERATE GLUTEN.  

PLEASE NOTIFY PRIEST BEFORE MASS. 
 

Saturday  4 PM  EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  Andy Canata, Sheila Christiana, Michael Collins,  

 December 13th                  Barbara Dalo, Paula Dodds & Josie Daviau  
     LECTORS: Cheryl Furtek & Marie Kotowicz 
 

Sunday, 9 AM  EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Edward Boehm, Gene Cormell,  

    December 14th       Jeanne Cormell, Paul Guillou, Kurk Haswell & Anne Hynes 

        LECTORS: John Quallen & Donna Quallen 
 

Sunday, 11:30 AM EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Anne Dunham & Mary Huska 
      December 14th      LECTORS: P. McDonough & Paul Mays 

 

John answered them, "I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do 

not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 

untie." -  Jn 1:26- 27 

K I NDL Y  S I L E NCE  A L L  P A G E R S  &  C E LL  PH ONES  - TH A NK  YOU !  

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ .Å×Ó 

§ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρτÔÈ - 2ÅÇÕÌÁÒ ##$ 

ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
ÒÅÈÅÁÒÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÇÅÁÎÔȢ 3ÔÕȤ
ÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÇÅÁÎÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 
ÍÅÅÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÆÔÅÒ ω !- 
-ÁÓÓȢ 

§ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ςρÓÔ - 0ÁÇÅÁÎÔ ÁÔ ω !- 

-ÁÓÓȢ !ÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒȤ
ÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȢ 

Sunday Evening Vespers con-

tinue tonight at 6 p.m. in the 

Chapel followed by video 

presentations and discussion 

led by Fr. Geoffrey Deeker. As 

always, refreshments will be 

served. Everyone is welcome to 

attend. 

From the Gospel of The Feast of The Immaculate Conception, Luke 1. 

ñ...you will conceive a son ...Elizabeth...has also conceived a sonéò It 

took human scientists 2000 years to genetically recognize the individually 

and uniqueness of each human life. WE WELCOME members of St. John 
Ukrainian Catholic Church to celebrate 
liturgy here at St. Joseph on Sundays at 

1 PM in the South Chapel. 

 

Prayer 

Group 
Wednesday, 

December 17th 

6:45 PM  

Chapel 

Coffee & Donuts 
after 9 AM Mass on 

Sunday,  
December 14th.  
All are welcome!  



D EC EMB ER  14 ,  2014                      

The Giving Tree Project at  

St. Joseph Parish 
  

 Phase 3 of The Giving Tree Project 

will begin at 10 AM this Sunday morning. 

Helper are needed between 10:00  and 

11:30 to ready the bags for delivery, which 

will take place during the week. If you 

have sometime to spare, come to the North 

chapel the morning of the 14th. If you have 

any questions or problems, call Anne Dun-

ham at 443-1661.  

The Food Pantry of our parish thanks Dr. John George Dental Office for their huge dona-

tion of food from their recently ended FOOD drive at their office. There was a carload of 

food which certainly helps to keep the shelves stocked. You are so kind to remember us with 

this yearly donation. 

We also thank St. Joseph High School for their overwhelming generosity of food to us dur-

ing their annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. Your many gifts help us to be able to provide food 

for our clients each week. We are blessed by your concern, love, and care for us as a parish. 

You are living the message of Christ as you do for those less fortunate. Thank you so much!! 

 

Youôre Invited! Open House Celebration for First Transitional House for Homeless Women and Its Dedi-

cation to Barbara Wampler—Sunday, January 11 from 1 PM—3 PM held at 213-A Francis Ave, Pittsfield. 

Light refreshments available—no cost to attend—donations kindly accepted. Celebrate the opening of Co-Act’s 

first transitional housing for homeless women. This unique program places homeless women in a safe and re-

spectful environment. The program also assists them to develop skills necessary to become independent, respon-

sible citizens, and ultimately to help them find suitable permanent housing. 

 This newly renovated house is being dedicated to Barbara Wampler who over the years has housed more 

than 150 people in need. Barbara protects and counsels them, and then transitions them back into society as pro-

ductive, healthy, educated individuals. At 82 years, she continues her work. 

 A donation of a gift certificate from Wal-Mart, Target, Big Lots, Job Lots, Stop & Shop, Price Chopper, 

Price Rite of your check payable to Co-Act would be most appreciated. 

 Co-Act is a non-profit, 501 (C) (3) organization dedicated to resolving the needs of the unemployed and 

homeless by providing the means and support to become independent responsible citizens. 

 Co-Act is located at the First Methodist Church, 55 Fenn St, Pittsfield. Additional info: 413-445-4445. 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES— Mary Kirsimagi will be selling homemade Christmas Cookies ($10 for 3 dozen) 

at the Saturday Mass on 12/20/14 to raise money for a medical mission in Ecuador in March 2015 for Blanca’s 

House. The St. Josephôs High School Swim Team will be selling homemade Christmas Cookies ($10 for 3 doz-

en) at the Sunday Masses to raise money for this year’s team.  

 Mary Kirsimagi is a senior at St. Joseph High School and will be attending college to become a nurse in the 

fall of 2015. As part of a community service and pre-nursing experience, she will be raising funds to benefit 

Blanca’s House, a non-profit organization of volunteers that bring free medical services and healthcare education 

to communities in Latin American.  

 As a junior volunteer with Blanca’s House, Mary has been asked to raise a minimum of $500 to help pay for 

medical supplies as well as travel and lodging expenses for a medical mission in Guayaquil, Ecuador, in March 

2015. It is Mary’s hope to raise as much money as possible and ask that you consider purchasing a box of Christ-

mas cookies to make this a reality for her and more importantly make basic medical attention a reality for hose 

without. Thank you for your generosity, and thank you from Blanca’s House where “every child counts and every 

family matters.” 

4ÉÃËÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

ωψÔÈ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
4×ÅÌÆÔÈ .ÉÇÈÔ 

 ÁÔ 3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 2ÅÃÔÏÒÙ ÆÒÏÍ 
υτ !-ɂχ 0-ȟ -ÏÎÄÁÙ - &ÒÉÄÁÙȢ  
4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ -ÁÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÔ ψ 0- ÁÔ 3ÔȢ 
*ÏÓÅÐÈ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÎÃȤ
ÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÁÔ "ÅÒËÓÈÉÒÅ (ÉÌÌÓ #ÏÕÎȤ
ÔÒÙ #ÌÕÂȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ 

Εχω ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ  



 3 rd  Sunday  o f  Advent 

Saturday, December 13th           

WILLIAM & BLANCHE WILSON                   4 PM 

Requested by Family 

Sunday, December 14th    

PATRICK MELE                                               9 AM 

Requested by Wife & Children 

RAYMOND DELPHIA                              11:30 AM 

Requested by Connie & Joel 

Sanctuary Candle 
Peter Pignoni, Requested by Denise, Maria & Nicolina 

Monday, December 15th        

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF 

THE BULGE. 70TH ANNIVERSARY         12:10 PM 

Requested by Robert Conway 

Tuesday, December 16th        

RALPH GIANNONE                                   12:10 PM 

Requested by Family                        

Wednesday, December 17th                     

AGNES HUNT                                            12:10 PM 

Requested by Daughter 

Thursday, December 18th                 

ROBERT TUCKER                                     12:10 PM 

Requested by Family 

Friday, December 19h                                

JOYCE ARMSTRONG 6TH ANNIVERSARY 12:10 PM 

Requested by Son 

Saturday, December 20th            

LEO & MARY MCMULLAN                            4 PM 

Requested by Family 

Sunday, December 21th    

CECELIA MASTALERZ                                   9 AM 

Requested by Family 

FRANCIS J. MESSER                                11:30 AM 

Requested by Wife Rosemary & Family 

Sanctuary Candle 

Ralph Giannone Requested by Family 
         

      Readings for the Week of December 14, 2014 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 

Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 

Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 

Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/

Lk 1:26-38 

ͼ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎπ
ƻƎƴƛȊŜȢͼ 7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ *ÏÈÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÆÅÒȤ
ÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÓÉÎȟ *ÅÓÕÓȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÅȤ
ÇÕÎ ÈÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟ *ÏÈÎ ËÎÅ× ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 

-ÅÓÓÉÁÈȢ !ÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ 
*ÏÈÎͻÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÒÅȤ
ÐÁÒÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ 
ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÃÔȢ 
*ÏÈÎ ÁÎÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÄ 
ǢÒÓÔ ͼÍÅÔͼ ÉÎ ÕÔÅÒÏ 
×ÈÅÎ -ÁÒÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ 
%ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈȢ %ÖÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȟ 

*ÏÈÎ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÏÏÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓȢ 
4ÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ ,ÕËÅ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÂÙ ͼÌÅÁÐÅÄ ÆÏÒ 
ÊÏÙͼ ÉÎ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈͻÓ ×ÏÍÂ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÎÔ -ÁÒÙ ÁÐȤ
ÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÄȢ .Ï× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ÂÁÂÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÒÏ×Î ÍÅÎȟ 
*ÏÈÎ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÉÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓͻ ÓÉÇȤ
ÎÉǢÃÁÎÃÅȢ (Å ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÓÉÎ ÁÓ ͼÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÅȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÓÁÎÄÁÌ ÓÔÒÁÐ ) ÁÍ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÔÏ 
ÕÎÔÉÅȢͼ *ÏÈÎ ËÎÅ× ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌȢ 
!ÎÄ ÈÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÈÉÓ ÇÏÁÌ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÒÅÁÌÉȤ
ÚÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÁÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ-ǢÒÓÔ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ×Å 
ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÉÁÈȢ "ÕÔ *ÏÈÎͻÓ 
×ÏÒÄÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȡ $Ï 
×Å ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȩ $Ï ×Å ÔÁËÅ 
ÈÉÍ ÆÏÒ ÇÒÁÎÔÅÄȟ ÏÒ ÄÏ ×Å ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÏÆ ÓÁÌÖÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÏǟÅÒÓ ÕÓȩ 4ÏÄÁÙͻÓ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÕÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ *ÏÈÎ ÃÁÍÅ ͼÔÏ ÔÅÓÔÉÆÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔȢͼ $Ï ×Å ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÏÕÒ ×ÁÙȩ (ÁÖÅ ×Å ͼÍÁÄÅ ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔ 
ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄͼ ÂÙ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓ ǢÒÓÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȩ 
4ÏÄÁÙ ÁÓ ×Å ÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÃÁÎÄÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 
×ÒÅÁÔÈȟ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ×ÅÌÌ ÔÏ ÒÅǨÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÄÏ×Î ÆÒÏÍ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢ ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÐÒÁÙȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏÌÙ 
ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅÎȤ
ÌÉÇÈÔÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÁÓÐ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 

NEICH BED ZIE POCHWALONY JEZUS CHRYSTUS 
 

S T .  J O SE P H PR AYE R L I N E:  4 4 3 - 1 2 21  


